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The beautful flowers at the altar last Sunday in memory of Harold Wilson and Clyde Strother certainly did the
rick on bringing those folks to mind. One of the things so unforgettable 1s how families used to visit each other years
ago, and I wish there was more of that today. We would visit the Wilson’s on Sunday afternoon, and my little brother,
Allan Roy Lineberry and I would have such fun with Harold, Jr. and Margaret; and my sister Carolyn, and
Evelyn Wilson, who were about the same age, could always find something to laugh about and mischief to get into. |
was proud to get the chance to give Mrs. Frances a big hug on Sunday! And Clyde and George Strother were very
instrumental in the formation of my young life. I used to say, “When I grow up, I’ll have a husband who will put his
arm around me in church and give me a little hug, like Mr. George does Mrs. Clyde all the time.” -

At Christmas time, Mr. George Strother and his brothers, Len and Percy, along with other elders of the church,
would have little bags of goodies for each child ~ each person in the church: an orange, an apple, little candies and
lollipops. Every time I smell oranges, it brings that happy time to me all over again. We would go and visit Mr. Percy
and Mrs. Mynette Strother; they had wonderful grapevines, and they invited us to share. Mr. Percy would take us
children out to see his mules. My dad was so fond of Mr. Percy that he had planned to name me after him, had I been
a son rather than a daughter. And we loved to visit Miss Constance Strother and her brother, Len, who was Church
Clerk for as long as I could remember. Miss Constance had some special magic magnetic Scottie dogs she would let
us play with; when you put a piece of paper between the magnets, you could make one Scottie follow the other
(upside down) all over the paper! She was my mother’s Sunday School teacher for years, and many of the ladies of
the church would come to our house for Sunday School class meetings. It was up to me to serve them refreshments.
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On June 2, 1929, Harold Wilson was chosen to serve the church as
Pe 52 deacon. He had been baptized in Yates’ Pond on August 20, 1916. He was
quite young at the time, and the evidences of his leadership did not come
until close to the time that he was chosen as deacon. Unfortunately, that
was the year in which the church records began to be quite abbreviated.
For the most part, beginning with December 17, 1916, the records are not
really minutes, but merely summaries of membership changes and state-
ments of significant actions. Little is said about the people involved in the
decisions and actions. The fact that Wilson’s name does not appear in the
minutes between the time of his baptism and the time of his selection to
be a deacon, therefore, is no indication that he was not active. His elec-
tion to that office, indeed, testifies to the exact opposite. But we simply
have no clue as to what those activities were.

-

P & 68 67 Throughout this entire period one of the most involved members was
/ e had been baptized as a youth 1916, and was elected a

deacon in 1929. Thereafter his name appears in the minutes of nearly

every church conference. He was usually involved in matters having to do

with the budget, and was particularly active in raising funds to re-build

the church after the fire. He was a member of the permanent committee

charged with the care of the cemetery. He served several terms as Assistant

Sunday School Superintendent. And from time to time, in the absence of
the pastor, he was called upon to act as moderator at church conferences.

Another staunch churchman was Harold Wilson, who had been elected
deacon in 1929. He was elected assistant chairman of the deacons in 1951.
FG— 10| When the rotating system was adopted in 1952, he was chosen for a full
three-year term, and in 1954 he was chairman of the group. In 1960 he
was elected to another term and promptly was chosen to be vice-chair-
man.. In October, 1956, he was named to the “Development Committee”
for long-range planning.

Harold Wilson, who had been elected deacon for the first time in 1929

¢ 1y and who had been a “regular” since the rotating system was adopted, com-
F’ pleted a three-year term in 1963. He was elected to another three-year
term in the fall of 1964, and yet another in 1968. For several years he was

chairman of that group. He chaired the pulpit committee which in April,

1968, nominated Morris Jackson as pastor. At the deacons’ meeting of

October 1, 1970, “Bob Baird requested that we go on record as giving our

heart felt thanks to Harold Wilson for his service as a teacher the past 46
years.”
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Wilson, Benjamin B., b. 20 Oct 1873, d. 27 Feb 1916

Wilson, Frances P., b. 19 Dec 1909, d. 18 Mar 1997

Wilson, Harold D.} b. 21 Oct 1904, d. 14 Nov 1973

Wilson, Infant, b. 28 Apr 1888, d. 2 May 1888, Son of N.R. Wilson
Wilson, Josephine, b. Jul 1880, d. 19 Jun 1960

Wilson, Lucy, b. 1877, d. 1949, w/o D.C. Smith

Wilson, Mary Blanche, b. 4 Nov 1884, d. 9 Sep 1886

Wilson, Myrtle G., b. 19 Jun 1885, d. 3 Aug 1922, w/o Coy Fonville
Wilson, N. Prentice, b. 19 Sep 1882, d. 29 Sep 1843, w. of W.E. Stalling
Wilson, Otha R., b. 13 Oct 1877, d. 17 Jun 1896

Wilson, Ruth, b. 30 Apr 1892, d. 5 May 1951, w. of Rufus J. Norris
Wilson, S. Otha, b. 3 Jul 1855, d. 7 Mar 1915

-+ Lea, B, Martha Ann Wilson, b. 5 Jan 1857, d. 24 Jan 1904

Robbins, Nannie, b. 24 Aug 1859, d. 20 Apr 1932, w. of S. Otha Wilson.
Adams, 1da, b. 21 Nov 1874, d. 23 Jan 1969, w/o B.B. Wilson
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