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William Green Upchurch 

 

 

Commentary: William Green Upchurch was born 1857 in Williamson County, TX and died in 

that county in 1933.  He was the son of Henderson Upchurch, who was born around 1815 in 

Chatham County, NC.  This Henderson lived his adult life in Texas where records show he was 

born to Rufus Upchurch of North Carolina.  Circumstances lead us to speculate that this Rufus 

was actually Ruffin Upchurch, a son of Moses, head of Upchurch Clan #1, but research is on-

going. This Biofile of William Green Upchurch is a first attempt at getting some details about the 

Henderson Upchurch family on the record. In this we are assisted by a descendant of Henderson, 

Sean Alan Upchurch.  Our efforts to add more records for this family will continue as we attempt 

to uncover more details of their elusive heritage. 

 

       RPU, 1 Feb 2018 

 

Acknowledgements: Allied Families would like to thank Sean Alan Upchurch for his efforts in 

transcribing this Biofile. 

 

 

 

(1) Ancestry.com records for Wm Green U s/o Henderson U b 181X  (NC) 

 

 1900 Census – Williamson Co, TX – Justice Precinct 3 (All north of S. Fork of San 

 Gabriel River) 

 

Green Upchurch, 43, head, born Feb 1857, TX, NC, AL wife Sarah Upchurch, 37, born 

Jun 1862 TN.  Also listed are sons Thomas H Upchurch, 15, born Jun 1884 TX; Willie 

Upchurch, 9, born Jul 1890 TX; Harvey Upchurch, 3, born May 1897 TX; and daughters Phebe 

Upchurch, 13, born Nov 1886 TX; Carie S Upchurch, 1, born Aug 1898 TX. 
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1910 Census – Williamson Co, TX – Justice 

Precinct 3 Georgetown & Liberty Rd 

 

William G Upchurch, 52, head, md 

14 yrs, b abt 1858 TX, NC, AL and wife [3, 

3] Sarah Upchurch, 46, b abt 1864 TN, TN, 

TN.  Also listed are sons William Upchurch, 

19, b abt 1891 TX; Harry Upchurch, 12, b 

abt 1898 TX; Clyde Upchurch, 10, b abt 

1900 TX; John Upchurch (household 95), 6, 

b abt 1904 TX; and daughter Beulah 

Upchurch, 21, b abt 1889 TX. 

 

   

 

 

 

1920 Census – Williamson Co, TX – 

Leander 

 

William Upchurch, 62, head, b abt 

1858 and wife Sarah Upchurch, 57, b abt 

1863.  Also listed is son John Upchurch, 16, 

b abt 1904. 

 
 

1930 Census – Williamson Co, TX – 

Precinct 3  

 

William G Upchurch, 73, head (md 

23, 31), b abt 1857 TX, NC, AL and wife 

Sora Upchurch, 66, b abt 1864 TN, TN, TN.  

Also listed are son John F Upchurch, 26, b 

abt 1904 TX and divorced daughter Clyede 

Mellard (Mellard Clyde U Md 19), 31, b b 

abt 1899 TX. 
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I. Moses U – Head of Clan 

  A. Rufus U – (same as Ruffin U ?) 

   1. Henderson U b 181X (NC) 

    a. William Green U b Feb 1857 (TX) 

     md () Sarah 

     md (2nd) Sarah Caroline Wiley b Jun 1862 (TN) 

     i. Thomas H. U b Jun 1884 (TX) 

     ii. Phebe U b Nov 1886 (TX) 

     iii. Beulah U b 1889 (TX) 

     iv. William U “Willie” b Jul 1980 (TX) 

     v. Harvey U b May 1897 (TX) 

     vi. Mellard Clyde U (F) b Abt 1899 (TX) 

     vii. John F. U b Abt 1904 (TX) 

     viii. Carrie S. U b Aug 1898 (TX) 

 

(2) Ancestry.com records for Henderson U b 181X (NC) – RPU 10 Sep 2009 

 I. Moses U – Head of Clan 

  A. Rufus U – (same as Ruffin U ?) 

   1. Henderson U b 181X (Chatham Co, NC) 

    md () Mary Elzabeth Peyton 

    a. Martha U b Abt 1851 

    b. John Rufus U b Abt 1854 

    c. Mary W. U b Abt 1855 

    d. William Green U b Abt 1857 

    e. Phoebe F. U b Abt 1859 

    f. Eliza J. U b Abt 1860 

    g. Sarah E. U b Abt 1862 

    h. A. Cora U b Abt 1865 

 

 

1850 Census – Bastrop Co, TX  

 Henderson Upchurch, age 34, b abt 

1816 in NC, Mary E Upchurch, age 22, born 

abt 1828 AL 
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1850 Census – Travis Co, TX 

 

Nicholos McArtha, age 38, KY; Lodoesky 

McArtha, age 27, GA; James McArtha age 

8, TX; John McArtha, age 5, TX; Mary 

McArtha, age 2, TX; Janes Doye, age 52, 

Ireland; Mary Doye, age 45, GA; Henderson 

Upchurch, age 32, TN; Mary Upchurch, age 

22, AL 

 

 

 
 

 1860 Census – Williamson Co, TX    

            Williamson Div PO - Round Rock 

 

William G Upchurch, age 3, b abt 

1857 in TX is listed in home of 

parents Henderson and Mary 

Upchurch 
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1870 Census – Williamson Co, TX PO = 

Bagdad 

William Upchurch, age 12, b abt 

1858 in TX is listed in home of 

parents Henderson and Mary 

Upchurch 

 
 

1880 Census – Williamson Co, TX 

Green Upchurch, age 23, b abt 1857 

in TX, is listed in home of parents 

Henderson and Mary E. Upchurch 

 

            

 
(3) See Biofile of Jesse Tyre U for ltr he wrote 2 Feb 1951 (JTU = 67) to Alice Brown Gray. – 

some excerpts 

 Jesse had clearly in his mind that his grandfather Claburn U, I “CLEABORN” moved 

from NC to GA.  Jesse recalls key items about his family: [NOTE – The writer JTU clearly 

writes his name as JESSIE in this ltr] 

 I. Richard U, III – Head of clan 

  A. Claburn U, I – had 4 boys & 2 girls – lived Henry Co, GA 

1. JEAMES U [ James Monroe U, I] md () Elizabeth McGarity [Sarah 

Elizabeth McGarity] lived & died in Henry Co, GA. – had 5 boys, 4 girls 
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2. William U [William Claburn U] md () Catherine - - and moved to TX – 

Hallasville or Hemphill [Has to be Hallettsville, Lavaca Co, TX – RPU] – 

before the “Old Revolutionary War” [Has to be Civil War – RPU] 

 

3. *Jasper U (Father of Jessie Tyre U) – went to TX with William U (#2) 

& stayed 6 years – came back to Henry Co, GA in 1860 before war broke 

out. He died 1911 (Henry Co, GA) 

 

4. BRITT Upchurch [James Briton U] md () Susan Elizabeth Chaffin.  

They moved to AR 1859.  She lived corner of Choctaw Ave & Vine St in 

Hachett, AR until she died about 1912 

 

[Note: The above report by Jessie Tyre U that his Uncle William Claburn U moved to TX 

brings conflicting information which needs to be resolved: 

a. There is a William U age 37 (b abt 1823) (GA) on the 1860 census of Lavaca 

Co, TX and he has a wife Catherine - -. 

 

b. However, I previously assumed this TX Upchurch was William Green U s/o 

Charity U. [William Green U is a 2nd cousin of William Claburn U] 

 

c. Subsequent records of locations & children of WCU & WGU tend to suggest 

that Jasper U went to TX with WGU not WCU.  Jsper U not found on TX records.  

RPU 26 Feb 04] 

 

(4) TX Births 1903-1997 Letter 18 July 2005 Charles Peterson to RPU Entries for which child is 

not named 

 Child Born Birth County Parent Parent 

1 17 Jun 1910 Williamson  Grover Upchurch 

2 28 Jun 1912 Williamson  G C Upchurch 

3 8 Apr 1912 Williamson  Tom Upchurch 

4 21 Jun 1914 Williamson  Will Upchurch 

5 23 Mar 1915 Williamson  Thos Upchurch 

 

 

As of 26 Aug 2005 I cannot name the above children.  However circumstances strongly support 

the idea that their parents are descendants of Henderson U s/o Rufus U who heads the 

[Transcriber: garbled word] Unknown U/ Rufus U subgroup. 

 G. C. U/Grover U is Grover Cleveland U a gs/o Henderson U 

 Tom U/ Thos U is possibly Tommie Henderson U (crossfile Thomas Henderson U) s/o 

William Greenleaf U and gs/o Henderson U 

 Will U is possibly William U s/o William Greenleaf U and also gs/o Henderson U 

 

[Transcriber addition: My grandfather Robert Joseph Upchurch s/o Thomas Henderson U was 

born 8 Apr 1912 (possibly #3 in table)] 
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(5) Ancestry.com and other records for family of William C. U – RPU 11 Sep 2009 

 I. Moses U – Head of Clan 

  A. Rufus U (same as Ruffin U ?) 

   1. Henderson U 

    a. William Green U 1857-1940 b Leander, Williams Co, TX) 

     md () Sarah Caroline Wiley 1864-1949 

     md () Angie Evans b Lampasas Co, TX 

i. William C. U. b 13 Jul 1890 (Leander, Williamson Co, 

TX) d 19 Jan 1948 (Williamson Co, TX.) (BUX. Bagdad 

Cem., Leander, Williamson co, TX) 

md () Lillie May Branch [why is “Helen” listed * b 1890 - 

?? – RPU] 

(I) Robert H. U b 25 Jun 1919 (TX) d Aug 1988 

(Austin, Travis Co, TX) 

 (II) Dorothy E. U. b abt 1924 (TX) 

 

 

1920 Census – Jeff Davis Co, TX. Justict 

Pct 4 

Will Upchurch, 29, head, b abt 1891 

TX and wife Lillie May Upchurch, 29, b abt 

1891 TX.  Also listed is son Robert 

Upchurch, 3/12, b abt 1920 TX. 

 
1930 Census – Williamson Co, TX. Precinct 

3 

Will Upchurch, 39, head, b abt 1891 

TX and wife Lillie M Upchurch, 39, b abt 

1891 TX married about 1914.  Also listed is 

son R H Upchurch, 10, b abt 1920 TX and 

daughter Dorothy E Upchurch, 6, b abt 1924 

TX. 
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Death Certificate for Will U listing father name as W. G. Upchurch and father birthplace 

as Leander, Williamson, TX. 

 

 


