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William George Upchurch   XID – 108 

Commentary: William George Upchurch (1837 – 1895) was the son of Gilbert and the grandson 
of Nathan Upchurch, head of Upchurch Clan #3. William G. Upchurch was one leading 
merchants and citizens of Raleigh NC.  

Acknowledgements:  This Biofile was transcribed by Carla Michaels, one of Cary, NC’s finest 
historians and researcher. 

 
(1) Per attachment #34 – West letter 18 May 1975 – Wake Co NC Marriage Records 
“9 Dec 1863 (date of bond) W G Upchurch married E M Upchurch 
Bondsman – L D Womble 
Witness – J J Ferrell 
[same info in letter 31 Oct 1977 Emma Louise Upchurch to RPU] 
 
(2) RPU assumes first name of W G is William. 
 
(3) Plaque in Inwood Baptist Church, Wake Co, NC shows: 
“The land upon which this church was erected was donated by W G and B J Upchurch. 
Organized 25 Feb 1877 (25). 
 
(4) Per attachment #35 West letter 18 May 1975 – Wake Co NC Court House – Wills 
“William G Upchurch to Eleanor Marks Upchurch 26 Oct 1895 – Book Record C, Page 458, 
File 1993” 
[confirmed by Attachment #24] 
 
(5) William Garland Upchurch born 22 Dec 1837 died 31 Oct 1895 married 24 Dec 1863 
Eleanor M. --- born 28 Nov died 4 Nov 1927 was the son of Acril Upchurch (29, Page 42) 
[Note: Author Morgan is wrong. This data applies to William George Upchurch, nephew of 
Acril Upchurch – RPU] 
 
(6) See Will File – The will of William George Upchurch gives dower rights to Eleanor M 
Upchurch. Executors are Charles H Belvin and two sons of W G Upchurch [Harvey C Upchurch 
& Delmer H Upchurch] suggests advisors Battle & Mordecai. Witnesses: F H Briggs, Garland 
Jones 
 
(7) Note: More research shows the William in (5) is definitely William George Upchurch, the 
son of Gilbert Upchurch and grandson of Nathan Upchurch, I – RPU] 
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(8) 1880 Wake Co NC census shows: 
William G Upchurch white male  42 born in NC Merchant 
E M Upchurch    female wife 33 
Minnie F    female dau 12 
Harvey C    male son 10 
Delsemond    male son 7 (other info shows Delmer H – male) 
Bell     female dau 4 
W G Upchurch Jr.   male son 2 
Hawkins Taylor  black    servant  drayman 
Clara Taylor   black    servant  cook 
Bettie Hiller   black    servant  nurse 
 
(9) See deed file re: indenture by B J Upchurch to W G Upchurch in which B J Upchurch 
mortgages 6 parcels of land to W G Upchurch for $2075 borrowed from W G Upchurch to 
purchase 1/2 interest in 6 tracts of land – owned by W G Upchurch. Filed 30 Jul 189=83 – See B 
J Upchurch for names associated, Wake Co, NC 
 
(10) See Deed file – B J Upchurch and W G Upchurch purchase 337 1/2 acres from James 
Dodd and file 12 Jan 1889 a mortgage deed to James Dodd based on $3000 owed on property – 
due 1 Jan 1894 
 
(11) See Deed file – B J Upchurch and W G Upchurch and their two wives on 1 Oct 1881 file a 
deed fiving 1 acre to Inwood Baptist Church. 
 
(12) See Deed file – W G Upchurch to B Jefferson Upchurch – Filed 14 Feb 1889, Book 105 
Page 764 
15 5/8 acres in Wake Co NC adjoining Stanford Morgan, James Taylor, Wyatt Williams, C E J 
Goodwin, S B Emory, land from foreclosure on Peter Young. B J Upchurch paid $300. Witness 
V Royster; Clerk of Court = Charles D Upchurch 
 
(13) See Deed File – W G Upchurch and wife E M Upchurch sell 1 acre on Holly Springs Rd to 
Swift Creek Township for Negro School. Public School Committee – B J Upchurch, Bryant 
Smith, and T J Woodall. Land adjoined John Adams and W G Upchurch. Filed Feb 1883 – Wake 
Co, NC [Note: Inspect this Negro School Site near St John’s Church]. 
 
(14) Note Morgan’s Book (29) lists William G Upchurch as son of Acril and shows W G 
Upchurch married Eleanor Marks Upchurch – Reference (18) clearly shows that the W G 
Upchurch who married Eleanor Marks Upchurch was son of Gilbert Upchurch and brother of 
Nathaniel Upchurch. 
 
(15) In Oakwood Cemetery, Raleigh, NC William G Upchurch has a 25’ x 50’ plot in choice site. 
Stones read: 
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 William G Upchurch 22 Dec 1837, 13 Oct 1895 
 and wife Eleanor Marks Upchurch 28 Nov 1844, 4 Oct 1927 
 Delmer D Upchurch 12 Apr 1873, 19 Mar 1955 
 and wife Ray Dunn 8 Sep 1882, 13 May 1965 
 Eulah C Upchurch 27 Jul 1881, 27 Feb 1964 married to 
  (1) James H Pollard Dec 1902 – Aug 1915 
  (2) Francis D Hessey Feb 1918 – Aug 1918 – His stone not here 
  James H Pollard 31 Jan 1870 – 18 Aug 1915 
William G Upchurch along with Annie Upchurch were original shareholders in Raleigh 
Cemetery Association chartered 26 Feb 1869 
 
(16) William Upchurch was son of Gilbert and Lucretia Upchurch. According to 1850 census in 
hands of Ada Morgan he was 13 years old when census was taken on 17 Aug 1850 (hence born 
1837 + 1). At the time he was at home with mother, father having died. See Gilbert for details. 
 
(17) Notes from Gettis Upchurch 
 Among Gilbert’s sons were Bill, Jeff, Lass, Nathan, Nathaniel 
 Bill had 3 sons and 4 daughters all of whom moved to FL 
 Jeff went to Bill Upchurch farm at Storm Hill (Rogers Store – Barton’s Creek Township) 
 in 1865 and stayed 4 years, married Miss Ray and Lena Upchurch was born. Jeff bought 
 Woodland with Uncle Bill (William G Upchurch). 
 
(18) Notes from Edna Dell Woodcock by RPU 25 Feb 1978 
1. She did not know Uncle William or Aunt Mock 
2. She remembers Delmar Upchurch as son of Uncle Bill (William) 
3. One of Uncle William’s girls was supposedly a little “off” 
4. She thinks Uncle William died of cancer 
 
(19) See Minutes – First Baptist Church, Raleigh, NC 1812 – 1888 
William G Upchurch on membership roll 21 Aug 1874 
Several including William g Upchurch excuse accepted for non-attendance 3 Oct 1884 
 
(20) See RPU notes of 25 Feb 1978 visit to Lena Perry 
A. Grandpa Upchurch and Uncle William were in business together 
B. Sadie, a daughter of Uncle William, got pregnant out of wedlock and she and her mother 
(Aunt Mocks) moved to FL 
C. Delmer Upchurch, son of Uncle William, was President of a FL bank 
D. All of Uncle William’s family are buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Raleigh, NC 
 
(21) See 1850 Census Wake Co, NC 
William Upchurch, age 13, male, is listed in home with mother Creecy Upchurch (Lucretia) age 
46. 
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(22) See 1870 Census Wake Co, NC – Raleigh 
William Upchurch, age 31, male, white, Grocer, RE $20,000, PP $5,000, born in NC 
wife = Elenor (Eleanor) Upchurch age 25, female, keep house 
Children Minnie Upchurch age 2, female 
  Harvey Upchurch age 8/12, male, born Oct 1869 
 
(23) See 1880 Census – Wake Co, NC – Raleigh 
W G Upchurch white  male age 42 merchant born in NC as was F&M 
E M Upchurch    female wife 33 
Minnie F    female dau 12 
Harvey C    male son 10 
Delsemond    female dau 7 (other info shows Delmer H – male) 
Bell     female dau 4 
W G Upchurch Jr.   male son 2 
Hawkins Taylor  black    servant  drayman 
Clara Taylor   black    servant  cook 
Bettie Hiller   black    servant  nurse 
 
(24) See Upchurch – Harris Bible Recordings 
William G Upchurch born 22 Dec 1837, died 13 Oct 1895 Sunday 5:45 AM 
The Bible has the inscription “Presented to Eleanor M Upchurch from her husband W G 
Upchurch”  
William G Upchurch and E M Upchurch married 24 Dec 1863 
 
(25) See notes of RPU 24 Feb 179 visit to Dena Lois Upchurch 
Page 6 – “W G Upchurch was another one of Grandpa’s brothers (Bill). He was a merchant. He 
and Grandpa (Bartley Jefferson) were in partnership until Bill died. 
 
(26) See extract of Book “History of the University of North Carolina” Volume I (1789 – 1868), 
Vol II (1868 – 1912). On page 796 of Vol II, a number of individuals donated nearly $20,000 for 
the revival of the University in 1875. W G Upchurch of Raleigh gave $100. 
 
(27) See page 33 of West 15 Mar 1979 letter to RPU. William George Upchurch born 22 Dec 
1837, died 13 Oct 1895 was husband of Eleanor Marks Upchurch. 
 
(28) See notes of 15 Apr 1979 Phone Call Frances Norris to RPU 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch, son of Gilbert Upchurch of the Nathan/ Gilbert Upchurch Dlan, was 
the first Upchurch to migrate to Florida. He was a brother of William George Upchurch. 
Frances says William George Upchurch was in business with Garland Jones and this gave rise 
to the son of W G Upchurch being named William Garland Upchurch. 
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(29) William G Upchurch info received in letter 15 Nov 1977 from Raleigh Cemetery 
Association to RPU 
William G Upchurch born 22 Dec 1837, died 13 Oc 1859 
 
(30) Obituary Notices – Biblical Recorder – Raleigh, NC 
W G Upchurch – Business – member of the First Baptist Church of Raleigh. Died in Raleigh 16 
Oct 1895. [Note: there follows a date of 1 Jan 1896 – could have been the date of publication? – 
RPU] 
 
(31) See Notes of RPU 28 Dec 1980 Phone Call to Walter Daniel Martin 
Dan says William George Upchurch kept the books for Bartley Jefferson Upchurch and 
cheated Bartley. Dan says W G Upchurch was a rascal and plays down the rest of the W G 
Upchurch family – says that W Gs son Harvey Clinton Upchurch and daughter Sadie Rowena 
Upchurch were ner-do-wells. Dan feels that Bartley and W G were not in business together. Dan 
suggests W G not be played up! 
 
(32) See letter 12 Jan 1981 Frank Drew Upchurch Sr to RPU 
Frank Drew Upchurch Sr says his grandfather Nathaniel Smith Upchurch never returned to 
Raleigh, NC but his wife [Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker] visited her brother-in-law W G Upchurch 
[William George Upchurch] in Raleigh, NC. 
 
(33) Wake Co, NC Census – 1860 
 A proper entry for William George Upchurch on the 1860 census has not been found. 
However, in 1860 there is a W W Upchurch age 22 listed as a clerk in the home of W C 
Upchurch (William Clinton Upchurch, I). Since these two are 1st cousins, and since W G 
Upchurch married the daughter of W C Upchurch I and since W G Upchurch is found nowhere 
else on the 1860 Census, it may be safely concluded that the W W Upchurch and William 
George Upchurch are the same – also the birth dates match – RPU 
 
(34) See letter 22 May 1987 Oliver Wingate Upchurch to RPU 
Copied from State Archives, Hall of History – Raleigh, NC 
[appears to involve the probate of the will of William George Upchurch – RPU] 1896 – C 458 
W G Upchurch to: Eleanor M Upchurch [nee Eleanor Marks Upchurch] 
   Minnie F Norris [nee Minnie Florine Upchurch] 
   Harney C Upchurch [Harney Clinton Upchurch] 
   D L Upchurch  [Delmer Demond Upchurch] 
   Belle W Upchurch [Belle Williamson Upchurch] 
   W G Upchurch [William Garland Upchurch] 
   Eila G Upchurch [Eulah G Upchurch] 
   Sadie R Upchurch [Sadie Rowena Upchurch] 
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(35) See letter 13 Jun 1998 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 
 She is the great granddaughter of W G Upchurch and reports that he had only seven 
children. 
 
(36)  Corporation Records pertaining to: 
 W G Upchurch – in 1880s and 1890s 
 obtained from Wake Co, NC Register of Deeds – Apr 1978 
 In biofiles 29 Mar 1978 – RPU 
  

Extracts: 
A. The North Carolina State Exposition” Book A, pages 6, 7, 8 
Incorporation before Superior Court Clerk of Wake Co, NC 
Articles of Agreement made 30 Jan 1884 and signed by Charles D Upchurch, Clerk Superior 
Court – 30 Jan 1884 
Incorporators: W S Primrose 
  Thomas M Holt 
  W H S Burgwyn 
  R S Tucker 
  W W Fries 
  W G Upchurch 
Witness: C M Busbee 
Business: Holding of an exposition of the products and industries of the state of NC for the 
purpose of aiding the development of the resources of the state and introducing the influx of 
capital and desirable immigration. 
Incorporation for a period of two years. 
Exposition to be held at or near the city of Raleigh in Wake Co, NC. 
 
B. Incorporation of the Raleigh Oil Mill and Fertilizer Company” Book A Pages 11 – 14. 
Articles of Agreement made 12 May 1884 and signed by Charles D Upchurch, Clerk of Superior 
Court 12 May 1884. 
Incorporators: B P Williamson  50 slaves 
  William G Upchurch 50 slaves 
  Julius Lewis   50 slaves jointly 
  Nicholas West 
  Ashley Homa   50 slaves 
  Samuel R Homa  50 slaves 
  Samuel F Mordecai  10 slaves 
Purpose: Manufacture oil and meal from cotton seed and any other product derived from the 
manufacture of cotton seed, the buying and selling of cotton seed and various derived substances 
and the buying, selling, and manufacturing commercial fertilizer and substances used in fertilizer 
Place: Raleigh Township, Duration – 30 years 
Capital = $26,000 – can be increased to $100,000 
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One share - $100 
General Board – five directors 
Other Officers – President, Treasurer/Secretary 
First meeting of stockholders – 12 May 1884 
Advertisement made in Evening Visitor as required 
 
C. Incorporation of “The Wake County Cattle Club” Book A Pages 42 – 46 
Incorporation Articles drawn and signed by Charles D Upchurch, Clerk of Superior Court 14 Oct 
1886. 
Business: promotion and breeding of cattle and the distribution of information relating thereto 
Place: Raleigh Township 
Length: 30 years 
Corporation Members 
 W C Stronach   W G Upchurch 
 B P Williamson  D S Hudgings 
 C B Edwards   L H Royster 
 R B Raney   Charles E Johnson 
 R S Tucker   W B Grimes 
 J M Heck   George Shellum 
 Richard H Lewis  Charles E Crawford 
 John B Burwell  James McKee 
 Julius Lewis   C M Hawkins 
 M T Norris   H M Tupper 
 George W Poe   T H Murray 
 James Boylan   S F Mordecai 
 J H Crawford   John M Crenshaw 
 Charles H Belvin  Thomas H Briggs 
 J M Sherwood   
Witness – T H Briggs 
Officers – President, 2 VPs, Sec/Treas 
First Meeting 22 Oct 1886 
Advertisement made in Evening Visitor for 6 weeks 
 
D. Incorporation of “Raleigh Cotton Mills” Book A Page 103 – 106 
Articles drawn and witnessed by Charles D Upchurch, Clerk of Superior Court – 20 May 1889. 
Business: Spinning, weaving, manufacturing, making and furnishing warps, yarns, cloths, prints 
or any other fabric of cotton, wool or any other material that is now spun or woven or that may 
hereafter be spun or woven and may also engage in the mfg of all kinds of knit goods, bats and 
shoddy, etc. 
Place: In or near Raleigh, NC – for 30 years 
Incorporators and subscribers of stock: 
 R Stanhope Pullen  F T Fuller 
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 C G Latta   I M Proctor 
 E B Barber   John Ward 
 R S Tucker   Alfred A Thompson 
 Charles H Belvin  W G Upchurch 
 J J Thomas   F O Moring 
 W H Pace   Julius Lewis 
 L R Wyatt   A B Andrews 
 W H Holliman   W C Stronach 
 J S Wynne   James Moore 
 James Boylan   John H Winder 
 C M Hawkins   William Woolcott 
 J A Jones 
Witness: J W Wynne 
Capital = $100,000 at $100/ share – can be increased to $1,000,000 
 
E. Incorporation of “North Carolina Cotton Oil Company” Book A Page 175 – 183 
Papers drawn and signed 23 Apr 1892 by Incorporators 
Purpose: Mfg and refining cotton seed oil and other vegetable oils – etc. etc. including mfg 
fertilizers, soap and other saponaceous substances – ginning cotton 
Place: Raleigh Township and Charlotte, NC and Wilmington, NC – for 30 years 
Capital Stock = $165,000, 1650 shares @ $100 
 
Capital Stock Holders: 
1. William G Upchurch 1 share in cash and 400 shares in property 
2. Julius Lewis  1 share in cash 
3. Thomas M Belk  1 share in cash and 250 shares in property 
4. O N Peet   1 share in cash and 1000 shares in property 
5. T R Chaney   1 share in cash 
6. Edward D Adams  1 share in cash 
7. George A Morrison  1 share in cash 
8. R F Munro   1 share in cash 
 
Ralph R Broadbent witnessed some of above (5-8) signatures 
E P Maynard witnessed others (1-4) 
For some peculiar reason – Ralph R Broadbent appeared on 23 Apr 1892 before Charles Edgar 
Mills, Commissioner of Affidavits of North Carolina residing in New York, who approved the 
document [maybe 5-8 were in New York? – RPU] Subsequently, on 27 Apr 1892, John W 
Thompson, Clerk of Superior Court, Wake Co, NC, noted attached mills affidavit and approved 
the whole thing. 
[Note: Charles D Upchurch – no longer Clerk of Court this date – RPU] 
Notice of Incorporation in News and Observer for 6 weeks (complete notice reproduced). 
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F. Incorporation Amendment “North Carolina Cotton Oil Company” Book A Page 188 – 190 
Based on stockholder meeting 20 Oct 1892 
Amendment to increase capital stock from $165,000 to $250,000 
Application signed by W G Upchurch, First VP and Justus Ralph, Treasurer 
Signed by T R Chaney, President 
Notice appeared in News & Observer 21 Oct – 26 Nov 1892 – 31 times – signed by J B Collins, 
foreman News & Observer 
Approved by John W Thompson, Clerk Superior Court in final form 26 Nov 1892 
 
G. Incorporation of “Mills Manufacturing Co” Wake Co, NC Corporation Records – Book A 
Page 194 – 199 
Incorporators signed 9 Mar 1893, approved by John W Thompson, Clerk of Superior Court 9 
Mar 1893. 
Business: 1st: Mfg/ Selling wagons, buggies, carts, drays, spokes, rims, hubs, buckets, tubs, 
furniture, and other materials of wood or wood and other material. 2nd: buying and selling of 
articles above named and related materials; 3rd: repair of above articles; 4th: making and forging 
of iron; 5th: building houses, making bricks; 6th: real estate 7th: storage; 8th: acting as agent; 9th: 
grist and flour mill; 10th: other. 
Place: In/ Near Raleigh in NC and US – for 30 years 
Capital Stock Holders: ($2,000 each) 
William E Ashley  J W Barber 
Frank Stronach  J A Jones 
John A Mills   J N Holding 
F P Moring   Isaac E Emerson (by J D Holding, attorney in fact) 
    W G Upchurch 
Witness: W H King 
Capital Stock = $25,000 (500 shares) can be increased to $300,000 
Officers: Pres, Sec, Board of Directors 
 
(37) Information from Reference 37 Page 62, 63 
A. In 1865 William H Dodd and W G Upchurch established a retail business on Hargett Street 
in Raleigh, NC. They prospered, built the Dodd Building at Wilmington and Martin in1867, and 
after Dodd retired (to become Mayor in 1867, and after Dodd retired (to become Mayor in 1884) 
his partner built the Upchurch Building at Market Square in1886. [Note Market Square was on 
Fayetteville Street as on next page E. Benson’s is cited as being on Fayetteville St across from 
Market Square] 
 
B. “Captain B P Williamson was certainly one of the most successful, if not the most successful, 
of Raleigh’s postbellum businessmen. A Wake county farmer, he purchased a $75 license to 
engage in general commission business in 1865. A few years later W G Upchurch joined him to 
form Williams and Upchurch, and in 1881 their mercantile business grossed an incredible 
$465,428.77.” 
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(38) Item(s) in letter 19 Dec 1995 Margaret Blanche Brown to RPU [from various NC 
Newspapers] 
[The W G Upchurch in A, B, and C below refers to William George Upchurch (Great Uncle of 
RPU] 
 
I. Nathan Upchurch, I – Head of Clan 
 A. Gilbert Upchurch 
  1. William George Upchurch – RPU 
 
Names included: J T Breedon, P M Wilson, R H Battle, S B Alexander, Elias Carr, L L Polk, R T 
Bennett, Fairview Farm – Wake Co, NC (William George Upchurch, owner) 
 

 
 
(39) See NC Supreme Court Case #8709 – Wake County – 1864 
Received 1 Feb 1983 by RPU from Grace Williamson (Rec’s only 6 sheets out of many in the 
file.) Entire subject is deferment of William George Upchurch: 
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A.  25 May 1864 – Letter to Bureau of Conscription, Richmond, from William W Holden, 
 Office of the NC Standard Newspaper. W W Holden employed W G Upchurch as clerk 
 several weeks ago with full knowledge that W G Upchurch was a principle of a 
 substitute and not to exempt him from service but became a clerk was needed, W G 
 Upchurch being his only clerk and working 10 – 12 hours per day. W W Holden is 
 printer to the State of NC. 
 
B. Conscription office – Raleigh, NC 25 Jun 1864 
 A message to the Bureau of Conscription inviting attention to the report of Capt [S B 
 Vaterg? [Walters]] which answers the within interrogation of the Bureau – signed Peter 
 Malutt? Col., Commandant of Conscripts for NC. 
 
C.  Bureau of Conscription – Richmond – 16 Jul 1864 
 Says the relevant Act passed 17 Feb 1864 and W G Upchurch was not employed until 2 
 May 1864 hence the appeal of W W Holden is without merit. The exemption cannot be 
 allowed and the decision of the enrolling officer is affirmed. 
 
D.  Conscription Office – Raleigh, NC 23 Jul 1864 
 Inform the Ext. 5 Dis. to order W G Upchurch to camp – signed Josiah Jones, Lt Act 
 Commandant conscripts – NC. 
 
E.  Letter W G Upchurch to Richmond M Pearson – Judge of NC Supreme Court 8 Aug 
 1864 
 W G Upchurch was enrolled 3 May 1864 as conscript in spite of being employed by W 
 W Holder whose certificate was produced to Capt. William M Swann, the enrolling 
 officer for 5th Congressional District who postponed final action from 20 May 1864 on. 
 On 20 May 1864 W G Upchurch ordered to Camp Holmes by Capt Samuel B Walters, 
 enrolling officer for 5th Congressional District who postponed final action from 20 May 
 1864 on. On 20 May 1864 W G Upchurch ordered to Camp Holmes by Capt. Samuel B 
 Walters, Enrolling Officer for Wake Co whereupon W G Upchurch filed an appeal to 
 Board of Conscription and has been allowed to remain employed. This day ordered by 
 Capt S W Scott Co C 38th Regt NC Militia that W G Upchurch requests Writ of Habeas 
 Corpus – Signed D G Fowle, W S Mason, W G Upchurch, --JP – M B Royster 
 
F.  State of NC (Supreme Court) to Capt S W Scott – Commanding Co C 38th Regt NC 
 Militia – from Richmond M Pearson Supreme Court Judge 12 Aug 1864 
 We command you to bring W G Upchurch now being detained before me at Richmond 
 Hill forthwith and to receive what shall be considered on that behalf. 
 
(40) Memorial to W G Upchurch received in letter 1 Jun 1998 Frances Norris to RPU 
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In Memoriam 
William G Upchurch 

Resolution of respect passed at the annual meeting of Caraleigh Phosphate and Fertilizer Works, 
held June 9th, 1896: 
Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God to remove, by death, since our last annual meeting, Mr W 
G Upchurch, and whereas, Mr Upchurch was at the time of his death one of the Directors of the 
Caraleigh Phosphate and Fertilizer Works, and contributed greatly to the upbuilding and the 
success of this enterprise, having been identified with it since its inception; therefore, be it 
resolved,  
1. That we here record our deep sense of loss in his removal, whereby we are deprived of his 
wise counsels and influence, and our appreciation of his usefulness in life. 
2. That we extend the tenderest sympathy to his bereaved loved ones. 
3. That these resolutions be inscribed on our minutes, a copy published in the city papers, and a 
copy also be sent to his family. 
      J R Chamberlain 
      Ashley Horne 
      Jno B Kenney 
      Committee 
This is in black letters on white (aged) satin. 
 
(41) Microfilm of News & Observer specifically searched for William G Upchurch Sr Death 
Notice – NC State Library – 2 Jan 1979 
Microfilm – News & Observer – 2 July 1895 = 3 Nov 1895 Reel #34 
No W G Upchurch found for 13 Oct 1895 (Sun) [Date of his death] #61 
No Monday 12 Oct 1895 paper on Microfilm (Hence no Monday) #62 
15 Oct 1895 (Tues) 
2 column obituary 

William George Washington Upchurch 
born Green Level in Wake Co in Dec 1837 

Came to Raleigh in 1858 – employed by his Uncle Mr William C Upchurch 
son = Dr Harvey Upchurch, oldest son 

7 children: 4 daughters, 3 sons 
See Resolution Chamber of Commerce 16 Oct 98 

[Note: Read both of these articles hurriedly. They are wonderful tributes to W G Upchurch and 
cite his many contributions and business associations. He died of stomach cancer after a long and 
painful illness – at his home on McDowell Street. I need to copy both articles in detail – I suspect 
3 errors in the above: 
1. Middle name not George Washington 
2. William C Upchurch was probably his 1st cousin and not his uncle. 
3. Note: I think he was listed in home of mother in 1860 census – RPU] 
 
(42) From: Wake Treasures Register of Deaths – Wake Co, NC Vol 9 No 1 Winter/Spring 1999 
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(43) From: Wake Treasures Vol 27 No 1 Winter/ Spring 2007 Page 36 
“Branson’s North Carolina Business Directory for 1872 –  
Transcribed by Hope Blackford (Wake Co, NC parts only) some items: 
State Agricultural Society 
Prest. – Hon Kemp P Battle 
Recording Secretary – P F Pescud, Sr 
Treasurer – William H Jones 
Superintendent – J J Litchford 
Executive Committee –  
 G W Blacknall 
 R B Haywood 
 J M Heck 
 W J Hicks 
 Gen. Robert F Hoke 
 W C Kerr 
 A M McPheeters 
 B P Williamson 
 W G Upchurch 
  R W Wynne 
 
Raleigh National Bank of NC 
President W H Willard 
Cashier – Charles Dewey 
Assistant Cashier and Teller  John C Blake 
Directors –  
 C Dewey 
 W J Hawkins 
 A G Lee 
 A S Merrimon 
 R S Tucker 
 W G Upchurch 
 W H Willard 
 
(44) Wake Co, NC Deed Book 92 Page 683 
Recorded 20 Nov 1886 
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William George Upchurch and wife sell to R S Stephens and wife for $100 a parcel of property 
adjoining Rolf Andrews [Ralph Andrews?] and R S Stephens and others this being the same as 
parcel sold to William George Upchurch by Gray Stephens and wife as recorded in Book 60 
Page 143 (RPU does not have copy) and recorded 19 Oct 1880  
Note: This parcel may or may not be in RAMCAT – RPU 
 
(45) Email – cc to NC Trip File – Spring 2020 

  
The above are almost certainly the following: 
1. = nee Eleanor Marks Upchurch, I, XID - 617 – widow of William George Upchurch 
2. = nee Esther Byrd XID – 810 – Widow of Hubbard Upchurch 
3. nee Margaret Yates – XID – 81 – widow of Burtis Upchurch 
4. nee Martha Goodwin XID – 10 – widow of Ruffin Upchurch 
5. nee Rebecca Jane Whitaker – XID – 3043 – widow of Bartlett Upchurch 
 
(46) Branson’s Directory – Raleigh, NC – Tax Entries – 1891 for farmers in Swift Creek 
Township, Wake Co, NC. Listings for members of the ----------Family 
 
Name    Post Office  Acres Value of Property 
Upchurch, W G  Raleigh  95 750 
Upchurch, B J   Raleigh  602 7224 
*Williamson & Upchurch Raleigh  696 3480 
 
*This is a company. The principals are Bailey P Williamson and William George Upchurch. 
 
(47) Oakwood Cemetery – Original Shareholders – 1969 
[Title: Original Shareholders in the Raleigh Cemetery Assocation – CJM 24 Jul 2020] 
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Wm G Upchurch 1 share 
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(48) Deed Book: --- Page: --- 
Rhamkatte  Swift Creek Township  Wake Co, NC 
G D Rand and wife M F Rand made a deed on 13 Sep 1887 for $500 to sell 83 acres to A F 
Taylor [Albert Ford Taylor} 
Adjoins: S Otho Wilson, The Curfman Estate, W G Upchurch, others 
Beginning crossing of Old Hillsboro Rd [2010 = Tryon Rd] and Raleigh Rd [2010 = Lake 
Wheeler Rd – RPU] at S Otho Wilson Land – runs westerly along North line of Old Hillsboro Rd 
to A Emory Corner 
Thence   N 52 2/4° E 25 1/2 poles  to Emory NE Corner 
Thence   N 72 1/4° W  13 1/2 poles  to WGU line 
Thence   N 3 1/3° E 47 1/2 poles to stake 
Thence   S 86 1/2° E 41 1/2 poles to stake 
Thence   S 87° E 122 poles  to stake 
Thence   S 83° E 30 poles to stake 
Thence   S 16° poles to the road 
Thence with road S 47° W 88 1/2 poles to beginning 
83 Acres more or less 
Being land described in Special Proceedings entitled  
1Mary V D Cooke Administrix against A B Stronach and others in Wake Co Superior Court 
known as Vandergriff Tract excepting 1 acre owned by Hayes 
And being the same land conveyed to E D Rand (G D Rand?) by deed 29 Jun 1886 Book 95 
Page 1 
Crops for 1887 being reserved by G D Rand 
Certified 13 Sep 1887 – W D Haywood JP 
Approved 13 Sep 1887 – Charles D Upchurch CSC [Clerk of Superior Court – CJM 24 Jul 2020] 
Filed 15 Sep 1887 Book 97 Page 233 J D Adams Register of Deeds 
 
1 Mary V D Cooke = nee Mary Van Dalen Lindeman whom of George Theodore Cooke who 
died 1884. The A B Stronach is her son-in-law. – RPU 10 Nov 2009 
 
(49) Wake Co, NC Deed Book 56 Page 40 
Deed made 3 Oct 1879 
William George Upchurch and wife sell to Bryant Smith 212 acres on Avent Ferry Road – 
Names and circumstances seem to place their tract in RAMCAT – 5 miles south of Raleigh. 
Adjoins land of Theo Woodall [Theo J Woodall] and Alfred Jones, deceased. 
  
Woodall’s NE corner with his line 88° W 99 4/5 poles to a stake on N side of Old Trace (?) Rd 
in Jones line 
Thence with this line (?) 18° E 95 3/5 poles to a stake in Seamore’s Branch 
Thence down the same 52 1/2 poles to a poplar on the N side 
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Thence N (?) 3° E 50 poles to a stake 
Thence E 129 2/3 poles to a stake in the line of the Franklin (?) Tract 
Thence S 3 1/4° W 178 poles to a stake and rock 
Thence to E corner of the Copeland Tract 
Thence 1 3/4° N 58 4/5 poles to center of the Avent Ferry Rd 
Thence along the same 81 3/4° W 93 poles to Mrs Mullins line 
Thence N 1 3/4° E 73 poles to the beginning 
Containing 212 acres – 2 Roods and 23 ---? 
 Certified Charles D Upchurch Clerk of Superior Court and Probates Judge Registered 4 
Oct 1879 W W White, Register of Deeds, Wake Co, NC 
 
Note: The location of this 212 acres relative to other Upchurch land in RAMCAT is not exactly 
clear but it has to be in the general area – RPU 
 
(50) From: Wake Treasures Vol 15 No 1 Winter/ Spring 2005 Page 30 
Ray, James C v. Fanny Ray 
The marriage was dissolved the April Term of Superior Court, 1893. The Pl was a resident of the 
state twenty-nine years before this action. The parties married in Barton’s Creek Township, 
Wake County, North Carolina --- Feb 1885. The complaint alleges the Def committed adultery 
with William Upchurch at Falls of the Neuse in July and August 1892. 
Crossfile:  James C Ray 
  William George Upchurch  
 
Note: There is no concrete evidence that the William Upchurch referred to here was W G 
Upchurch. However, it is a fact that W G Upchurch had owned land in Barton’s Creek 
Township, he was alive as of Aug 1892 and he had a sister-in-law whose people lived in 
Barton’s Creek Township – RPU 22 Dec 2005 
 
(51) Wake – Capital County of NC Vol II Johnson and Murray Page 157, 158 
Note: W D Stronach should read W C Stronach – RPU 
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(52) From: Wake Treasures Vol 27 No 1 Winter/ Spring 2007 Page 36 [Note: This item is a 
repeat of Item (43) above. – CJM 25 Jul 2020] 
“Branson’s North Carolina Business Directory for 1872 –  
Transcribed by Hope Blackford (Wake Co, NC parts only) some items: 
State Agricultural Society 
Prest. – Hon Kemp P Battle 
Recording Secretary – P F Pescud, Sr 
Treasurer – William H Jones 
Superintendent – J J Litchford 
Executive Committee –  
 G W Blacknall 
 R B Haywood 
 J M Heck 
 W J Hicks 
 Gen. Robert F Hoke 
 W C Kerr 
 A M McPheeters 
 B P Williamson 
 W G Upchurch 
  R W Wynne 
 
Raleigh National Bank of NC 
President W H Willard 
Cashier – Charles Dewey 
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Assistant Cashier and Teller  John C Blake 
Directors –  
 C Dewey 
 W J Hawkins 
 A G Lee 
 A S Merrimon 
 R S Tucker 
 W G Upchurch 
 W H Willard 
 
(53) Wake – Capital County of NC Vol II Johnson & Murray, Page 153 – Wake County Cattle 
Club  
 A Wale County Cattle Club, organized in 1885, began hosting an annual spring Cattle 
Show in the capital city where hundreds of animals – mostly Jerseys, plus a few Devons, 
Guernseys, Holsteins, and Ayrshires – were on display. Participants in 1886 included W C 
McMackin, William B Grimes, W G Upchurch, T B Bridgers, B P Williamson, W C Stronach, 
Capt, J B Burwell, Dr James McKee, Maj. R S Tucker, M T H Murray, Dr. Richard H Lewis, R 
B Raney, and Dr. Henry M Tupper, all of Raleigh Township; and Maj. John M Crenshaw of 
Forestville. While organizers continued calling their event the “Cattle Show,” they later added 
horses. The 1890 show, held at McMackin’s pavilion stables on Morgan Street, began with all 
the animals parading down Raleigh’s Fayetteville Street, led by Stanley’s Brass Band. The main 
features were a butter display and an auction of both cattle and horses.” 
 
(54) From letter Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 5 Dec 1999 
Marriage Certificate for William George Upchurch & Ellanor Marks Upchurch. 
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Crossfile: William George Upchurch, Eleanor Marks Upchurch, I, L D Womble, J J Ferrell 
 
(55) Wake – Capital County of NC Vol I – Elizabeth Reid Murray 
Page 573, 574 – Organization of the Raleigh, NC Board of Trade 
 Early in 1871, local businessmen organized a Raleigh Board of Trade. All merchants, 
manufacturers, “mechanics,” printers, and other interested businessmen were invited to 
membership. Incorporators listed in the organization’s charter included the group’s first resident, 
Col. William E Anderson, John Nichols, William Upchurch, Hen H Adams, A G Lee, M A 
Parker, W C Stronach, George T Stronach, B F Cheatham, M T Leach, C W Gassette, A M 
McPheeters, S C Pool, J M Monie, S D Harrison, L D Womble, Julius Lewis, E Besson, and H I 
Hesselbach. Although its committee of arbitration was active for a while, the board of trade was 
no longer functioning in the late 1880s when the Raleigh Chamber of Industry was organized.67 
 
(56) 

William George Upchurch, 
a member of the 7th generation of the Upchurch Family in America, 



21 
 

 
 

and his succeeding generations 
8th Generation  9th Generation  10th Gen 11th Gen 12th Gen 
Children  Grandchildren  Gr Grandch. Gr Gr GC Gr Gr Gr GC 
#1 Minnie Florine #1 Wm Harvey N 0  0  0 
(U) Norris  #2 John U N  0  0  0 
   #3 Delmer M N 0  0  0 
   #4 Frank W N  1 (Frances*) 2  31 
   #5 Samuel R N 0  0  0 
 
#2 Harvey Clinton 0   0  0  0 
Upchurch 
 
#3 Delmer Demond 0   0  0  0 
Upchurch 
 
#4 Belle Williamson  Susie E 
(U) Upchurch    Garland L 
   5 Eulah B 0  0  0 
    Northern F 
    Marian F 
 
#6 Eulah Gartrell 
(U) (Pollard) Hessey #1 James H P, Jr. 0  0  0 
   #2 Martha T P  2  9  12 
   #3 Robert C P  2  2  0 
   #4 E Cleo P  3  13  1 
   #5 Louise R P  7 (includes Peggy*) 15  3 
   #6 Francis H  2  1  0 
 
#5 William Garland #1 Bruce R U  0  0  0 
Upchurch  #2 Minnie E (U) 7  11  0 
        Harwell 
 
#7 Sadie Rowena (U) #1 John H H, Jr 0  0  0 
Holcombe 
7   19   24  53  19 
 
1Does not include 3 stepchildren & 1 foster child 
*cooperators 
 
(57) Wake County, NC Deed 16 Apr 1881 Book 64 Page 391 
William George Upchurch & wife sell two tracts to Wyatt Locklear 63 3/4 acres & 26 3/4 acres 
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Is this land in RAMCAT – not clear 
 1st tract 63 3/4 A - $680 
Beginning NE corner of dower land of Elizabeth Moore, widow of Edward Moore thence S 88 
1/2° E 118 poles to pine stump thence S 2° W 88 1/4 poles to a stake thence S 86° W 118 1/2 
poles to a stake in said dower line thence N 2° E 83 poles along said dower line to the beginning. 
 2nd tract 26 3/4 A –  
Adjoins the above described tract beginning at the NW corner of same running thence S 1/2° W 
87 poles to a stake and black gum thence N 85 3/4° W 50 poles to a stake hence 1 1/2° E 84 
poles to a stake thence S 85 3/4° E 50 poles to the beginning being land described as No. 6 in the 
partition ---? in Wake Co entitled Fendoll beavers, William Gulley, et al. Ex parte judgment 
Book No 26 (22?) Page 65? and purchased by said Upchurch being lands consigned to W G 
Upchurch by D R Upchurch --- by and recorded Book 60 Page 528. 
 
Processed by Charles D Upchurch 17 Apr 1881 – CSC & Probate Judge 
 
Note: Book 64 Page 393 16 Apr 1881 – Records a Deed of Trust made by Wyatt Locklear to 
secure a mortgage held by William G Upchurch – gives description of same land - $582 
mortgage – for 53 3/4 A only. 
 
Note: Book 60 Page 528 records that David Reid Upchurch as a Wake Co, NC Commissioner 
sold 1 Sep 1880 at the Court House Steps Tracts 1 & 2 above to William George Upchurch 
pursuant to a court case in which J F Lassiter et al sued Martha Lassiter et al for a settlement. 
 
(58) Ramcat, Swift Creek Township, Wake Co, NC 
Deed whereby R E L Yates purchased Upchurch land. 
 The deed for 27.2 A was made on 16 Mar 1915, the date the parcel was bought by Yates 
at public auction at the site. The deed was recorded on 8 Feb 1934 in Book 663, Page 183. See 
Deed File for complete and easily readable copy. 
 This 27.2 A parcel lies in the SE corner of the large Woodland Plantation to which B J 
Upchurch moved about 1871. In 1893 Woodland owners B J and W G Upchurch and their 
wives sold 100 A to Eldora Kendall (Wright) Upchurch Book 127, Page 45 1 Jul 1893 [Book 
663, Page 183 provides meets and bounds for the 100 acres but seems to omit some bearings and 
distances – need to vet.] Lake Wheeler Road is referred to as Avent Ferry Road and Penny’s 
Pond Road. 
 E K W Upchurch and husband John William Upchurch, Sr borrowed on 9 Dec 1913 
against the 100 A and gave a Deed of Trust to secure same (Book 282, Page 468 11 Dec 1913). 
The lender I J Allen utilized Trustee W N Jones who foreclosed as the debt was not serviced. 
Jones arranged for Riddick and Mann to survey the 100A in Mar 1915. They divided it into 
Parcels 1 & 2 on the west side of Lake Wheeler Rd (73.5A) and Parcel 3 on the East side 
(27.2A). 
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 R E L Yates, already owning adjoining land on the South, was the high bidder for the 
27.2 A - $2325.60 (85.50/A). The 16 Mar 1915 Deed describes the 27.2A  

 
 

(59) From Book: Mordecai by Emily Bingham 
 Re: Moses Mordecai, II – He and his 1/2 (younger) brother George Washington Mordecai 
were the two key members of the family in Raleigh, NC. 
I. Moses Mordecai, I born 1707 (Germany) 
 A. Jacob Mordecai, I 1762 – 1838 
  1. Moses Mordecai, II*** born 4 Apr 1785 (NY, NY) died 1 Sep 1824 (VA) –  
  married (1st) 1817 (Raleigh, NC) Margaret Lane1 “Peggy” born 1786 – died 1821, 
  daughter of Henry Lane who died 1797 leaving her and 3 sisters great Raleigh  
  wealth 
  married (2nd) 1824 (Raleigh, NC) Nancy Willis Lane2 “Ann” born 1794 died 1854 
   a. 1Henry Mordecai 1819 – 1875. In 1831 went to Round Hill School in  
   New England. He developed rheumatoid arthritis and always walked with  
   a limp 
   married (1845) Martha Hinton 1830 – 1901. Had 3 or 4 children 
   b. 1Ellen Mordecai, II* 1820 – 1916  
   married ( ) 1850 (1st cousin) Samuel Fox Mordecai** 1828 – 1952(?) son  
   of Solomon Mordecai born 1792. 2 children. 
   c. 1Jacob Mordecai, II 1821 – 1867 “Jake” 
   d. 2Margaret Lane Mordecai 1824 – 1910 
   married 1842 ( ) John Devereaux – 8 children. 
a, b, c educated in the home of their grandfather Jacob Mordecai, I in Richmond, VA 
*Her uncle Sam Mordecai spent the Civil War with her – a note shows she was a widow at the 
time [yet when did her husband die?] 
**Is this the same Samuel F Mordecai with whom William George Upchurch did business in 
Raleigh, NC – or was there a father and son of the same name? – RPU 
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***Moses Mordecai II: As the oldest of the 13 children he was a hard driving youth who fell into 
a law practice in Eastern NC (including Franklin Co, NC). While his siblings helped out at home 
in Warrenton, NC Moses traveled a circuit and contracted malaria which led to his sheltered life. 
He soon moved to Raleigh and upon marrying well converted his wife’s Plantation Home to 
reflect the Mordecai name as it does until this day. He refused in 1852 to advance $ for his 
brother Sol to establish a medical practice in Mobile, AL. 
 
(60) Upchurch Mentions in Wake – Capital County of North Carolina 
Vol I – Prehistory through Centennial by Elizabeth Reid Murray 
Page 
103 Olive Chapel Church community is in extreme wester Wake Co – There were Upchurch 
 families in the community by 1780s [John Upchurch III] 
270n Present at Jan 1858 Merchants Meeting in Raleigh, NC: W C Upchurch [William Clinton 
 Upchurch]; Upchurch & Royster 
282 John J Upchurch [John J Upchurch] had a machine shop on Morgan Street in Raleigh, 
 NC in the 1840s  
290 W C U [William Clinton Upchurch] was a Raleigh, NC grocer who in the 1840s provided 
 the Standard newspaper with prices to be published 
358 In 1850, several families living in the vicinity of New Ruin organized a Baptist  
358n congregation and about midway the race track road built Olive’s or Olive Chapel, named 
 for Rev. Johnson Olive, their neighbor and first pastor. The church’s influence on the 
 community became so strong that it was not many years before the bar at the tavern 
 closed down, the betting on races ceased, and promoters of both, in the words of a church 
 historian “either moved into the church or out of the community.” The tavern building 
 became a country store, operated by John Upchurch [John Rufus Upchurch? – RP] and 
 his descendants.142 
 142Grace Lawrence, “A History of Olive Chapel Baptist Church,” interview with Carl P 
 Holleman, Apex Town Attorney and local history researcher, based on his informal 
 conversations with western Wake area residents, 1970s. Members of the local John 
 Upchurch family owned the site for some years and are said to have operated their store 
 in the tavern building, which was still standing in the 1970s. 
521n In the summer of 1865 one Emily Upchurch applied for aid based on the fact that she had 
 formerly relied on the Milburnie Paper Mill destroyed by Yankees 
562 Branson’s NC Business Directory from 1867 – 1872 included Alfred Upchurch’s and T 
 G Jenkins Carriage & Buggy factories [partners vs 2 companies? – RPU] 
563 Bailey P Williamson & Orlando Shay operated the North State Foundry during the Civil 
 War but dissolved the partnership in 1865 
567 W Upchurch, grocer [William Clinton Upchurch I] was one of several Raleigh business 
 operators that continued to operate during the Civil War or soon reopened 
568 Pictures 3 buildings on Fayetteville Street in Raleigh NC which housed 4 businesses in
 the 1870s. One of these housed Edwards & Broughton (see below) upstairs and the 
 Williamson, Upchurch, Thomas Grocery downstairs 
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572 Multistoried buildings started in Raleigh, NC by 4 years after the Civil War included the 
 3-story brick store at Wilmington & Martin for Upchurch & Dodd [William George 
 Upchurch]. 
574 The Raleigh Board of Trade organized in 1871 included William Upchurch [William 
 Clinton Upchurch or William George Upchurch – RPU] 
607n Incorporators of the Raleigh Baptist Female Seminary in 1870 – 1871 included W G U 
 [William George Upchurch] 
652 About 1867 lots were platted in Apex – J R U bought one [John Rufus Upchurch? – 
 RPU] 
664 Describes Green Level – was on a major road connecting Raleigh and Pittsboro. Its Post 
 Office was an early one to be reopened after the Civil War – Miss A D Upchurch was 
 first post-war postmaster [A D Upchurch =    ] 
 The area had at least 7 stores in 1872: John Upchurch [John Upchurch = John Rufus 
 Upchurch? – RPU] + J W Bolling, Howell & Perry. R H Jinks, W S Jinks, J W Mitchell, 
 B M Yates 
 
(61) Upchurch References in Book “Guide to Private Manuscript Collections in the N C State 
Archives” by Barbara T Cain with Ellen Z McGrew and Charels E Morris 3rd Revised Edition 
1981 – RPU has copy. There are 4 articles in which the name Upchurch appears – see below. 
Private Collection 1006 – Page 274 
 
1006. Upchurch Papers, 1866 – 1868. 6 items. 
US Internal Revenue receipts to William H Dodd and W G Upchurch for payment of excise tax 
on various articles of merchandise. 
[This business known as Upchurch – Dodd 
-William Henry Dodd 
-William George Upchurch 
-Nathan Upchurch, I/ Gilbert Upchurch Sub-clan – William George Upchurch line] 
 
Mf.P. 61. Upchurch [Store] Account Book, 1827 – 1829, 1845 – 1850. 40 ft. 



26 
 

 
 

Journal of accounts at general store of Murray Upchurch and I S Upchurch, with customers from 
Chatham and Wake counties. A few notes were added by Isom S Upchurch (1845 – 1850). 
Volume also known as Chatham Co Store Account Book. 
 
I S Upchurch/ Isom S Upchurch = Isham Sims Upchurch 
I. Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan 
 A. Murray Upchurch 
  1. Isham Sims Upchurch 
 
Microfilm Private Collection 166 – Page 481 
Mf.P. 166. Recipe Books, 1802 – 1860. 65 ft. 
Manuscript and published recipe books fiving recipes for food, wine, medicine, dye, paint, and 
cleaning agents, as well as household and garden hints. Original manuscript books belonged to 
M Lewis (1830, P.C. 1177); Mrs. Martha T Cowles (Wilkes Co, 1846, Southern Historical 
Collection, UNC); Mrs Mary K Williams (Warren Co, 1858, P.C. 75); and Maggie Upchurch 
(Raleigh, 1859, P.C. 150). The four published volumes by English and American authors (1802, 
1811, 1845, 1860) are from the NC Museum of History Collection. 
 
“Maggie” Upchurch here is Miss Roxanna Margaret Upchurch AKA “Rox”. She married 14 Sep 
1860 William Henry Dodd. Her sister Eleanor Marks Upchurch, I married William George 
Upchurch. 
“Maggie” was the daughter of William Clinton Upchurch, I, Head of a line in the Nathan 
Upchurch, I/ Burtis Upchurch Sub-clan. 
 
A.B. 224 Calvin Upchurch, Harrison’s, Franklin Co General merchandise. 1 volume, 1839. 
Daybook. 
 
Calvin Upchurch is son of Jubal Upchurch, I – Head of Clan 
[I do not recall previous evidence that shows Calvin Upchurch as a merchant – not a surprise. He 
was enterprising. – RPU] 
Book extracted 2 May 2005 - RPU  
 
(62) Item in letter 16 Oct 2004 Danny Calier Bunn to RPU  
From: Baptist Biblical Recorder 17 May 1855 P:4 C:2 Raleigh, NC 
William George Upchurch 
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(63) Upchurch Citations regarding Agriculture From: “The North Carolina State Fair – The First 
150 Years” by Melton A McLaurin. NC Department of Cultural Resources 2003. Citations are 
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found to George William Upchurch on pages 22, 145 and 196. [No mention is made of his 
arming partner (brother) Bartley Jefferson Upchurch – RPU] 
 The North Carolina State Agricultural Society was formed in 1852 and in 1853 initiated 
The NC State Fair. The fair was suspended during and after the Civil War but reopened in Oct 
1869. Our extract picks up on Page 20: (& 21). 
William George Upchurch 

 
 
(64) NC State Fair – Re: Fertilizers in Agriculture – Page 196 
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(66) The NC State Fair – The First 150 Years – 2003 
The following extract represents individuals of influence with whom William George Upchurch 
was or could have been associated or – individuals of special interest to RPU. 
Numbers = Pages; P = picture 
5 Dr John F Thompkins of Bath, NC Editor of Farm Journal. His 1852 articles made him 
 father of the NC State Fair 
6 Charles T Hinton of Wake – 1st President Pro Tem of NC State Agricultural Society 
6 Joseph G B Rhoulhac of Wake – 1852 Com. 
7 John S Dancey of Edgecombe 1st President, 102 
7 William R Pool of Wake – VP 
7  James F Taylor of Wake – Recording Secretary 
7 Wilson W Whitaker of Wake – Treasurer 
7 R W Haywood of Wake – Constitution Com. 
11 P Thomas Ruffin of Hillsboro, Leader in Pre Civil War Era – 102 
12 Dr Edward A Crudup – 1854 Leader 
14, 102 William R Holt – Early Leader 
14 Edwin M Holt (Brother of W R H) 
14P Paul Cameron – Very wealthy land owner – Wake, Granville, Orange, son in law of 
 Thomas Ruffin 
15 Thomas J Lemay – Raleigh Editor 
16P Kemp Plummer Battle of Louisburg, Leader to restart in 1869 
17 P Thomas M Holt President 1872 – 1882; son of Edwin M Holt 
19P  Charles N Hunter = 1879 formed NC Industrial Association 
22 1883 Creditors: A Creech Raleigh Businessman, W G Upchurch, David G Fowle, 
 Raleigh Industrialist 
24P Richard H Battle President 1897, Brother of KPB 
24P P Bennchan Cameron President 1895, 107 
24 Col John S Cunningham President 1898 
25 Charles McManee (of Vanderbilt Farms) President 1900 
25 Joseph E Pogue of Raleigh – Treasurer for many years 
25 Ashley Horne of Clayton President 1905 
25P Julian Shakespeare Carr of Chapel Hill President 1919 
26 E L Daughtridge of Nash Vice President area 1900 
49 P Arthur Pitzer “Art” manages 1965 – 1982 
102 Success 1853 – 1900 due to Society Leaders including Kenneth Raynes, Paul C 
 Cameron, and Weldon N Edwards 
145 Leaders who introduced purebred Jersey Cattle: Rufus S Tucker of Wake, William 
 Grimes of Pitt and Lynn Banks Holt (P) and W G Upchurch 
149P Leonidas L Polk – First NC Commissioner of Agriculture – He supported the Fair 
149P Marion Butler 1895 Ag Reformer = Sampson County 
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(67) From letter 25 Sep 2002 Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU. The item below is from a series of 
extracts from papers of Chatham Co, NC. This particular excerpt is from “The Home – Pittsboro 
Weekly” of Pittsboro, Chatham Co, NC – A H Merritt, Editor and Publisher. 
[W G U = William George Upchurch – RPU] 
 

 
[Names: Nichols, Daniels, Bobbitt, W G Upchurch, E G Harrell, Jones, John W Perry, Robert E 
Harris – CJM 25 Jul 2020] 
 
(68) 1860 Census – Wake Co, NC Raleigh 
 In the home of W C Upchurch [William Clinton Upchurch, I] there is a W W Upchurch 
age 22 Clerk listed at the end. This W W Upchurch is tentatively identified as W G Upchurch, a 
1st cousin of W C Upchurch, I. W G Upchurch is not found otherwise on the 1860 census – 
RPU 29 Apr 2003 
 
(69) See Wake Treasures Vol 13 No 1 Winter/ Spring 2003 Page 23 
 Fred Turner presents the membership of several Mason Lodges in Wake Co, NC as of 
1868. In Raleigh, NC there was Hiram Lodge No. 40. Among about 100 members of this lodge 
was W G Upchurch. No other Upchurches in this Lodge or in any of the other Wake Co, NC 
Lodges. 
 
(70) From: Wake Treasures Vol 27 No 1 Winter/ Spring 2007 – Page 36 
“Branson’s North Carolina Business Directory for 1872. 
Transcribed by Hope Blackford (Wake County, NC Parts only) 
Some items: Wake County Farmers 1872 
146 Farmers 
Bartley Jefferson Upchurch & William George Upchurch not listed 
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(71) From: Wake Treasures Vol 17 No 2 Summer/Fall 2007 pgs 3-16 
“Branson’s North Carolina Business Directory"- 1877 and 1878 abstracted by Hope Blackford 
(Wake Co, NC parts only) 
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Wake County Officers- 19 listed 
Raleigh Town Officers- 39 listed 
 3 aldermen for each of 5 wards. 5th Ward: 
  P. C. Fleming 
  William G. Upchurch 
  John Ruffin Williams 
 3+ magistrates for each of 18 townships including: 
  Swift Creek TWP: Allen Adams, L. D. Stephenson, J. B. Strain 
  Mark’s Creek TWP: John W. Smith 
  Raleigh TWP (16 listed): Charles D. Upchurch 
Churches: (61 listed) J. C. Marcom (2) 
  Friendship, Bunn’s Level- Baptist 
  Piney Grove, Raleigh- Baptist 
  Inwood Baptist, not listed 
Hotels (22 listed) 
Lawyers (38 listed): J. C. L. Harris 
Manufactories (about 80) 

A. N. Betts- turpentine- Apex 
George T. Cooke- Brick 
Alfred Upchurch- carriages 

Merchants (100+) 
 Wm. H. Dodd- grocer, cotton broker 
 B. W. Starke (agent) Western Union Telegraph Co; 
 W. D. Upchurch- Grocery 

Jane Upchurch (Mrs.)- Dress making 
John R. Upchurch (near Raleigh)- Grocer & Liquor 
Williamson & Upchurch- Wholesale Grocer & Cotton brokers (BP & WG) 
 
In country: 
W. W. Upchurch- General Store- Cary 
J. W. Eatman- General Store- Asbury 
T. Y. Hill- General Store- near Asbury 

Ministers 
 A. N. Betts- Apex- Methodist 
 James C. Marcom- Holly Springs- Baptist 
 
Mills: 
 Thomas H. Avera- Grist, Eagle Rock 
 J. F. Curfman- steam, saw, flour, grist & was (water)- near Raleigh 
 Pharis Yates- flour, grist & saw (water)- near Raleigh 
Newspapers (10) 
Physicians (50+) 
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 Thomas H. Avera- Eagle Rock 
Schools: 
 Rev. Jesse H Page- Cary High School- Cary 
Charitable Institutions: 
Local corporations: 2 for W. P. Upchurch 
 NC Home Insurance Company, Raleigh- 
 Directors: 
 President- Battle, R. H., Jr. 
 Vice-President- Root, C. B. 
 Secretary- Devereux, John, Major 
 Sup’t Agencies: 
  Anderson, W. E. 
  Andrews, A. B. 
  Bagley, W. H. 
  Busbee, C. M. 
  Carter, D. M. 
  Howard, G. W.  
  Hyatt, S. 
  Jones, R. H. 
  Morton, T. D. 
  Nichols, John 
  Shaffer, A. W. 
  Smith, W. N. H. 
  Upchurch, W. G. 
Raleigh National Bank of NC, Fayetteville Street 
 President- Dewey, Chas. 
 Cashier- Blake, J. C. 
 Bookkeeper- Mahler, F. L. 
 Bookkeeper- Belvin, C. H. 
 Collecting Clerk- Sherwood, Jno. M. 
 Directors: 
  Bagley, W. H. 
  Carter, D. M. 
  Moring, F. O. 
  Reade, E. G. 
  Smith, W. N. H. 
  Upchurch, W. G. 
Farmers (about 100) 
 W. G. Upchurch, Raleigh 
Correspondents: Agricultural Department (6) 
 Mial, A. T.- Raleigh 
 Smith, W. B.- Forestville 



36 
 

 
 

 Stronach, A. B.- Raleigh 
 Stronach, W. C.- Raleigh 
 Upchurch, W. G.- Raleigh 
 Williams, S. D.- Raleigh 
(72) See notes of RPU visit 5 Sep 1977 to Adelia Jane Upchurch 
 Adelia, who was born in 1894, remembers her father, Matthew Robert Upchurch born 
1856 died 1938, saying that there were three individuals who lived in Raleigh, NC and all of 
whom went by the name of Bill Upchurch [presumably William Upchurch]. Her father said these 
were known by the nicknames of: 

Snuff Bill 
Whiskey Bill 
& Plain Bill 

My candidates (RPU) for these 3 “Bills” based on general knowledge but on no specific 
information are as follows: 
I. Nathan Upchurch, I – Head of Clan 
 A. Burtis Upchurch 
  1. William Clinton Upchurch, I born 1813 died 1906 
  Probably “Snuff” Bill 
   a. John William Upchurch, Sre born 1855 died 1935 
   Possibly “Whiskey” Bill 
 B. Gilbert Upchurch 
  1. William George Upchurch born 1837 died 185 
  Possibly “Plain” Bill 
All 3 of the “Bills” would have lived during the period when Matthew Robert Upchurch was an 
adult. J W Upchurch, Sr was known to enjoy a drink. About “Snuff” I don’t know. W G 
Upchurch was not really “plain”, but this is the best choice. 
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(73) 
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(74) 
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(75) Item in letter 21 Feb 1999 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 
Originally in NC Standard Vol XIV, No 1 30 Dec 1863 
Col William Holden, Editor – Raleigh, NC 
 

 
W G Upchurch = William George Upchurch 
E M Upchurch = Eleanor Marks Upchurch, I 
Thomas H Pritchard 
Bride’s Father = William Clinton Upchurch, I 
 
(76) The Naaman Mills Family by W A Mills – page 93, 94 
I. Abraham Mills 
 A. Naaman Mills 
  1. Lucretia Mills  
  married Gilbert Upchurch 
   a. William George Upchurch 
 
7. William George Upchurch, son of Gilbert Upchurch and Lucretia Mills, was born 22 Dec 
1837 in NC, and died 13 Oct 1895. He married 24 Dec 1863 Eleanor Marks Upchurch (born 28 
Nov 1844, died 4 Oct 1927). They were married in Raleigh, NC. They are buried at Oakwood 
Cemetery, Raleigh NC. 
 William resided in Wake Co, NC (White Oak Township) with his mother on FC/ 1850; 
and (Raleigh) on FC/ 1870 – 1880. 
 In 1865, he and William H Dodd established a retail business on Hargett St in Raleigh 
NC. In 1867, they built the Dodd Building at Wilmington and Martin Streets. In 1886, William 
built the Upchurch Building at Market Square in Raleigh. He and Captain B P Williams were 
partners in the mercantile business. William was one of the most successful businessmen of his 
era in Raleigh, NC. He and his brother, Bartley donated the land for Inwood Baptist Church, 
Wake Co, NC. William lived to age 57. Their children: 
1. Minnie Florine Upchurch (born 12 Oct 1867, died 27 Nov 1960) married 23 Feb 1887 
 Samuel Basil Norris (born 26 Jul 1854, died 13 Oct 1944). Their child: Frank Wisconsin 
 Norris. 
2. Harvey Clinton Upchurch (born 1 Nov 1869, died 21 Jul 1947) married 14 Apr 1895 
 Anna S Thomason. 
3.  Delmer Demond Upchurch (born 12 Apr 1873, died 19 Mar 1955) married 20 Feb 1900 
 Cora Ray Dunn (born 8 Sep 1882, died 19--). Buried at Oakwood Cemetery, Raleigh, 
 NC. 
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4.  Belle Williamson Upchurch (born 22 Jun 1875, died 21 Mar 1968) married 13 Feb 1897 
 John Jones Upchurch (born 18 Mar 1862, died 16 Feb 1933). For info on their 
 descendants find John in the index. 
5.  William Garland Upchurch (born 7 Feb 1878, died 28 Nov 1950) married 20 Jun 1902 
 Rebecca Pearle Hawkins (born 1 Aug 1882, died 18 Aug 1932). He married 2ndly 19—
 Hildegarde Christian Meyer (born 3 May 1897, died Feb 1979). He is buried at Pinecrest 
 Cemetery, Mobile, AL. 
6.  Eulah G Upchurch (born 27 Jul 1880, died 27 Feb 1964) married 17 Dec 1902 James 
 Hix Pollard (born 31 Jan 1870, died 18 Aug 1915). She married 2ndly 21 Feb 1918 
 Francis Dodson Hessey (born 10 Sep 1860, died 16 Aug 1918). Eulah and James’ 
 children: James Hix Jr, Martha Trezerant, Robert Carlton, Eulah Cleo, and Louisa 
 Ribidere Pollard. Eulah and Francis’ child: Francis Dodson Hessey, Jr. 
7. Sadie Rowena Upchurch (born 22 May 1883, died Jul 178) married 2 Jan 1904 John H 
 Holcombe (born 22 Dec 1881, died 29 Jan 1956). Their child: John H Holcombe, Jr. 
 
(77) From: Wake Treasures Vol 13 No 2 Summer/ Fall 2003 Pages 8, 10, 11, 12 
Note; Membership from Chapters across NC are given but only the Raleigh NC Chapter is 
presented below. As of 1886 there would have been movers & shakers of Raleigh NC. 
 
ME Grand Royal Arch Chapter Members in 1866 
Transcribed by Fred Turner 
 
Listing of Chapters and Members of the ME Grand Royal Arch Chapter of North Carolina 
 
Taken from the Proceedings of the Thirty-Eighth Annual Convocation of the ME Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of North Carolina Held in Fayetteville, Tuesday and Wednesday, May 25th and 
26th, AL 5886, AI 2416, AD 1886 
 
Printed in Raleigh by Edwards, Broughton & Co, Power Printers and Binders 1886 
William G Upchurch 
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(78) Excerpts from notes of RPU/SSU visit to Frances Holt Tilley on 3 Jun 2004. Bessie Estille 
Upchurch “Aunt Bessie” would visit with her uncle W G Upchurch in Raleigh, NC and thus 
gain access to high society. FHT reported that Aunt Bessie outshone her 1st cousins such as Bell 
Upchurch. W G Upchurch had a box at the State Theater. 
 
(79) Wake Co, NC Deed Book 65 Page 652 
William George Upchurch and wife sell to Anderson Betts 179 1/4 acres Book 38 Page 652 
whereby William George Upchurch agrees to deliver 175 1/4 Acres to said Betts upon payment 
of $3,000 to said Upchurch. Payment having been made this deed is executed (registered) 10 Dec 
1881 in Book 65 Page 652. 
 Beginning stake Lawrence Hinton line W 182 poles to a hickory in James Penny line 
(now owned by T H Briggs) thence N with Penny line 214 1/2 poles to a pine thence to E 160 
poles to a hickory thence S 62 poles to a Red Oak thence 166 poles with Nat Whitaker line to 
Hinton’s line thence S with said line about 151 1/2 poles to beginning – Processed 8 Dec 1881 
Charles D Upchurch CSC & Probate Judge 
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 Note: As of 24 Jan 2006, RPU does also have a copy of Book 38 Page 652 dated 3 Sep 
1874 in which William George Upchurch and wife commit to the land transfer shown above 
(Book 65 Page 652) same land description 5 1/2 miles SW of Raleigh. However, the financial 
aspects are convoluted – Involves $6,000 – also a sum $666.66 1/2 to be paid each Dec (J M 
Betts & Jacob S Allan (to or from?) Anderson Betts agreed to 28 Aug 1874 and somehow $1200 
re land – somehow Charles H Leat? involved. Processed 3 Sep 1874 J N Bunting Probate Judge. 
 
(80) Copy of color flyer re fertilizer – see below 

 

 
 
 

This factory was at 
location “A” 
bounded by Walnut 
Creek, Lake 
Wheeler Road & 
the Railroad. 
William George 
Upchurch was a 
major force in this 
company. This slick 
brochure features 
his brother Bartley 
Jefferson Upchurch 
and worker Percy 
Cotton - RPU 
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(81) Obituary of William George Upchurch in letter 21 Feb 1999 Margaret Louise Harris, Great 
Granddaughter of the deceased to RPU originally in The News and Observer (Tue) 15 Oct 1895, 
Raleigh, NC. 
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Note: There are two errors in this account as follows:  

#1 William Clinton Upchurch, I was the 1st cousin of 
the deceased – not the uncle. 

#2 The deceased married on 24 Dec 1863 not 1862 

Note also that this is the only known reference to the 
deceased having “Washington” as a part of his name. 
Is it valid? – RPU] 
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(81-continued) Names in Obituary of William George Upchurch who died 13 Oct 189? 
1. William C Upchurch – 1st cousin    Colored Friends/Casket Bearers  
2. William H Holleman – partner    42. Maurice Watts 
3. William H Dodd – partner, Raleigh mayor   43. Charles Cardwell 
4. Capt. B P Williamson – partner    44. Nelson Dunston 
5. J J Thomas – partner     45. Gaston Hinton 
6. Eleanor M Upchurch – wife    46. Robert Holman 
7. Dr. Harvey Upchurch – son [Harvey C Upchurch] 47. Bob Rogers 
8. O G Latta – PB      
9. C E Johnson – PB [Charles E Johnson]   PB = Pall Bearers 
10. Julius Lewis – PB      COC = Chamber of Commerce 
11. W S Primrose – PB 
12. C B Edwards – PB 
13. Dr. D E Stewart – PB 
14. John B Kenney – PB 
15. J A Jones – PB 
16. L H Adams – PB 
17. J R Chamberlain – PB 
18. C H Belvin – PB [Charles H Belvin] [Executor for WGU Will] 
19. J E Pogue – COC 
20. S A Ashe – COC 
21. N B Broughton – COC [Needham Bryant Broughton] 
22. W E Ashley – COC [William E Ashley] 
23. F B Arendell – COC 
24. R B Raney – COC [Richard B Raney] [Founder of Olivia Raney Library] 
25. George Allen – COC 
26. T W Dobbin – COC 
27. Joseph Ferrall – COC 
28. Lynn Wilder – COC 
29. William Woolcott – COC 
30. D T Johnson – COC 
31. Greek O Andrews – COC 
32. W B Mann – COC 
33. J M Monie – COC 
34. L T Brown – COC 
35. N W West – COC [Nicholas W West] 
36. Frank Stronach – COC 
37. Rev. Dr. Cole – Scripture – Pastor of Edenton St Methodist Church 
38. Rev. Dr. Skinner – Prayer – Life-long friend [Thomas E Skinner] [Pastor 1st Baptist Church] 
39. Rev. Dr. Carter – Remarks – pastor 
40. Dr. Charles E Taylor – Remarks – President, Wake Forest College 
41. Mr C W Newcomb – Solo 
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(82) Will: William G Upchurch Wake Co, NC Probated – 26 Oct 1895 Book C, Page 458, File 
1993 
(1) Residence – Raleigh, NC 
(2) To wife Eleanor M Upchurch – dower rights as if died intestate 
(3) Executors empowered to manage 
(4) Executors: 
  Charles H Belvin 
 Son: Harvey C Upchurch 
 Son:  Delmer H Upchurch 
(5) Recommends executors consult his personal friend and professional advisors – Battle & 
Mordecai 
(6) Harney and Delmer Upchurch to be guardians of children under 21 
(7) Written 24 Aug 1895 
(8) Witnesses: F H Briggs 
  Garland Jones 
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(83) Activities of William George Upchurch 
Extract 10 Nov 2009 by RPU 
1877 Served as crop and weather reporter with Partners W C & A B Stronach 
1886  Participant of Wake Co Cattle XXXX Show – with W C Stronach 
1871 Charter Member – Raleigh Board of Trade with W C & G T Stronach 
1858 Came to Raleigh at age 21 – salesman in store of 1st cousin W C Upchurch I 
1864 Clerk for Raleigh Standard newspaper Owner W W Holden 
1865 In Co-Partnership with Wm H Holleman – General store corner of Hargett and 
 Wilmington St – Wm H Dodd  
 1866 Holleman retired and the firm of Upchurch and Dodd continued until 1878 and 
 became a leading mercantile establishment of the state – 1878 WGU witness 1 
1878  Formed Co-Partnership with Capt B P Williamson and Capt J J Thomas (Thomas retired 
 1878). Occupied Grimes Building fronting on Fayetteville Street – enter back to 
 Salisbury. Williamson and Upchurch erected a large brick building in rear of Raleigh 
 National Bank 
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 Was a member of the State Board of Agriculture and a finance Com Dir (1872, 1877, 
 1878) and VP of national Bank and one of the builders. For years the manager of Raleigh 
 Oil Mill and Fertilizer Works. Force behind Caraleigh Cotton Mills and was President at 
 at time of his death in Caraleigh Phosphate and Fertilizer Works 
1877 On Executive Committee – Agricultural Society of NC 
1877 & 1878 Director NC Home Insurance Company 
1891 Branson’s Directory Farmer WGU 95A [William George Upchurch] 
     BJU 620A [Bartley Jefferson Upchurch] 
     W&U 696A [Williamson & Upchurch] 
1870 – 71 Incorporator Raleigh Baptist Female Academy 
1869 An original shareholder in Oakwood Cemetery with W C Stronach 
1887 WGU retired president – NC Agricultural Society 
1868 WGU a Mason – Hiram Lodge No. 40 
1875 WGU gave $100 to revive UNC following closing in Civil War 
1884 WGU 1 of 6 Incorporators – NC State Expositions (The State Fair) 
1884 WGU one of 7 Incorporators of The Raleigh Oil Mill and Fertilizer Co (involves process
 of cotton seed) 
1886 WGU one of 29 Incorporators of The Wake County Cattle Club including W C Stronach 
1889 WGU one of 25 Incorporators of Raleigh Cotton Mills Board W C Stronach 
1892 WGU one of 8 Incorporators of NC Cotton Oil Co – WGU – First VP 
1881 Williamson & Upchurch grossed $469,428 in sales 
1882 WGU sold purebred stock farm he farmed 
1889 WGU ships from the Fairview Farm pure bred cattle 
1886 Methodist Episcopal Grand Royal Arch Chapter Member 1886 WGU and W C Stronach 
 
(84) Book: Strickland Records and Family Groups Carla Tate 2007 Wake Co, NC Records Pages 
26 – 397 – Items of interest to RPU, page 197 
 
Deed from William G Strickland to Samuel W Atkins 12-16-1858 
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(85) Excerpts of letters 10 & 23 Oct 1980 Frank Jefferson Upchurch, Sr to RPU concerning his 
recollections about his grandfather, Bartley Jefferson Upchurch.  
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(86) Map of land of Wiley Glenn on Neuse River, Wake Co, NC plotted in 1899. Obtained 19 
Dec 2005 by ROU from Register of Deeds Office – Total 561 acres – Place in Geographical File 
– Wake Co, NC – Property Maps. D-1 
Note: This map has special significance as it shows the location of Longford Branch which runs 
into the Neuse – also shows Tates Island. 
 
Crossfile: 
Longford Branch Wiley Glenn William George Upchurch Buckner Ray 
Willis Thompson 
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(87) 20 Jun 2006 – RPU 
While in Raleigh, NC, rode out to the area of the Upper and Lower Barton Creek Area to get a 
feel for the land which William G Upchurch bought on Longford Branch and on which Bartley 
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Jefferson Upchurch lived circa 1868 – 1870. In retrospect I think we looked more at the land 
between Upper and Lower Barton Creeks – need to go back and look above Upper Barton Creek. 
 
(88) From letter 3 Mar 2006 Marl Ellis Ray to RPU 
 The attached map of land in Barton’s Creek Township of Wake Co, NC in land (561 
acres) that belonged to Wiley Glenn as of 22 Jan 1900. This land is on the Neuse River, Upper 
Barton Creek and on Longford Branch. This is some of the same land (or is next to land) (280 
5/8 acres) bought by William George Upchurch from Buckner Ray and Willis S Thompson on 
12 Feb 1864. The attached version (original in Biofile of Marl Ellis Ray) is an amplification by 
Marl based on a map sent to Marl by RPU in a letter dated 31 Dec 2005. (next page) 
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(89) Worksheet to be placed in various biofiles re: 
Deed – Wake Co, NC – Book 24 Page 553, 12 Feb 1869 
For $1500 Willis Thompson & Buckner Ray sell 280 5/8 acres on the Neuse River to William 
Upchurch 
Deed Registered 7 Aug 1866 
William Upchurch per the deed is a resident of Raleigh, NC. RPU proposes that this is William 
George Upchurch and that this is the farm on which his brother Bartley Jefferson Upchurch lived 
and farmed from mid/late 1860s to early 1870s during which period BJU met and married 
Aurora O Ray, daughter of Buckner Ray. At this point 
1. tentatively conclude that G C U is George Clinton Upchurch [son of William Clinton 
Upchurch, I] [Both of whom William George Upchurch had close relationship with] in spite of 
the fact that as of 12 Feb 1864 George Clinton Upchurch was only age 16 years 3 months. 
 
(90) Enlarge map of Wake Co, NC in Barton’s Creek Township – Re: Buckner Ray Land & 
Longford Branch 
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Scale: 1 inch = 3250 feet. The 1899 survey of 561 acres of land of Wiley Glenn places it in the 
fork of Barton’s Creek and Neuse River (B”). The scale on that survey would place the mouth of 
Longford Branch at Dot “B”. Another interpretation of the survey is that the Wiley Glenn land 
runs up to the bend of the Neuse at “C”. This would place the mouth of Longford Branch at Point 
“D”. 
So, the 280 5/8 acres sold on 12 Feb 1864 (registered 7 Aug 1866) by Willis Thompson and 
Buckner Ray to William Upchurch (William George Upchurch) would be located either:  
 #1 between “B” and present-day Highway 98 
or #2 just up river from “D” 
Note that point “B” is 3.7 miles from the grave of Buckner Ray. 
 
(91) From: In the Shade of Oaks by Margaret Louise Harris 2009. In this book Peggy treats her 
various ancestral lines including her great great grandfather William George Upchurch. (Grand 
Uncle of RPU). WGU is mentioned at various places in the book but Chapter 30 is devoted in its 
entirety to him and is reproduced below in its entirety. 
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(no number) See RPU Organization File – North Carolina Organizations for a file on “NC State 
Fair”. There find a 24-page document on the 1884 NC State Exposition. Page 23 shows W S 
Primrose as President and H E Fries as Secretary. My Great Uncle William Upchurch appears on 
page 7 of the document as follows: 
 

 
 

(no number) From: North Carolina’s Capital Raleigh by Elizabeth Culbertson Waugh – 
Photography by Ralph Mills and Lewis Downey December 1991 – page 160 (1967  1992 
printings) 
Note: The home of William George Upchurch sits just to the left of the hotel as the photo shows. 
WGU died 13 Oct 1895 and one wonders what he thought as the hotel went up. RPU 3 Sep 2011 
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(no number) 
Subject: [FWD: Meeting House: Confederate Sharpshooter and County Gentleman by Gettis 
Bradley Upchurch: History Blurb Books] 
From: phil@upchurchstory.com 
Date: Sat, Sep 24, 2016 4:50 pm 
To: “peggy-14-15-16 Harris” <shadeofoaks@gmail.com> 
BCC: “Gettis Upchurch” <Gettisupchurch@carolina.rr.com>, “Miley-MU-14-16 Perry” 
<maperry45@yahoo.com>, “Andy-14-15-16 Martin” <wamjr1043@nc.rr.com> 
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(no number) See organization – NC Insane Asylum for article sent to RPU by Hope Blackford 
27 Jan 2017 to appear in NC Genealogical Society Journal Volume 43 No 1 Feb 2017 
 The article lists numerous admissions: 
William P Upchurch whose past office of origin is listed as Raleigh. His “correspondent” was 
WGU shown as “friend”. [WGU has to William George Upchurch – RPU] Date of admission 
12 Jan 1878, Registration No. 1234. 
 
RPU Note: 23 Apr 2017 – Looked for WPU on 1870 & 1880 Census in Wake Co, NC. Not 
found. 
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(no number) From Book: Wake Capital County of NC Vol II – 2008 by K Todd Johnson & 
Elizabeth Reid Murray – RPU 4 Sep 2011 – Page 202 
Crossfile: 
Caraleigh 
Wake Co – Mills 
 

 
 
(no number) From Book: Wake Capital County of NC Vol II – 2008 Johnson & Murray 2008 – 
Page 152 - 154 
Crossfile: 
Bartley Jefferson Upchurch 
William George Upchurch 
Open Range – Swift Creek Township 
Dairying – Swift Creek Township 
Woodland Farm – Wake County, Swift Creek Township 
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(no number) Emails of 25 and 29 Mar 2015 to RPU from Hope Blackford provide 11 citations 
of Civil War era payments to CSA widows for subsistence. All signed by an Upchurch as a 
Wake Co, NC Functionary. It appears he was WGU. The 11 citations appear below: (Note – 
Extract Sheet made for the widows and filed (nothing unique noted) – RPU 30 Mar 2015 
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(no number) RPU Exploration of the Mordecai Family of Raleigh, NC – 1 Sep 2014 
Background: William George Upchurch reported that his law firm was Battle and Mordecai. My 
research reveals that the Mordecai involved in the firm was Samuel Fox Mordecai II 1852 – 
1927. He went on to become Dean of the Duke University Law School.  SFM, II would have 
been an active lawyer in Wake Co, NC in the 1880s +. Circumstances dictate he was the S F 
Mordecai associated with land transactions in my deed files.  
 Now it develops that the firm of Battle and Mordecai still exists as evidenced by the 
download shown below. I will label the Mordecai Partner a Samuel Fox Mordecai, III – a 
presumed grandson of Samuel Fox Mordecai, III. 
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(no number) Anderson Betts (b. 1830) Tract – Swift Creek Township, Wake Co, NC – 3 1/2 
miles southwest of Raleigh – RPU 21 Oct 2012 
 

 
 



82 
 

 
 

 
 
(no number) From Shaffer’s Map of Raleigh, NC – 1881 
By: A W Shaffer, CE – RPU Extract 14 Feb 2012 

 

RPU Annotations: 
A. Present site of Raleigh 
City Hall named for 
Mayor Avery Council 
Upchurch. 
B. W M Busbee 
C. Bailey P (2 lots) 
Williamson 
D. Mrs W W Holden 
E. William George U. 
F. J H Williams 
G. Corner Firestone Tire 
Store – Source of RPU 
1939 bicycle. Next door 
west is office of lawyer R 
L McMillan visited by 
RPU 2010 
 
*Email 9 Jan 2012 Gettis 
Bradley Upchurch to 
RPU shows WGU house 
address as 219 South 
McDowell St 
*Highway marker on 
street at D 
H-92 William W Holden 
1818-1892 
Editor. Appointed 
provisional governor, 
1865. Elected governor, 
1868; impeached and 
removed, 1871. Home 
stood here. 
US 70/401/NC 50 
(McDowell Street) at 
Hargett Street in Raleigh/ 
1986 
*Note D is in name of 
wife of W W Holden 
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(no number) Extract of Article on Leonard H Royster: 1840 – 1912, NC Architect – in his 
biofile – RPU 13 Feb 2011 
Article referred to RPU by Gettis Bradley Upchurch via email 9 Jan 1012 
 
I. William H Royster 1804 – 1845  
married ( ) Mary H --- 1813 – 1880. Both buried Raleigh City Cemetery, Raleigh, NC 
 A. Leonard H Royster “Len” 2 Oct 1840 – 2 Apr 1912 (Raleigh, NC) (Buried as father) 
 married 25 Oct 1863 ( ) Elizabeth A Frost – buried as husband 
 B. David Royster born 1833 
 C. Burtus Royster born 1843 
 
Betts & Allen manufactured doors, sashes, blinds, etc. in Raleigh, NC with Jacob S Allen 1837 – 
1909 as an experienced builder associate. In 1878 Ellington, Royster & Co. became the 
successor firm and Jacob continued. William J Ellington 1849 – 1919 was from Chatham Co, 
NC The company dissolved in 1894. Benjamin F Park CSA was the shop superintendent. He 
came from CA in the 1860s and built many fine Raleigh houses. He was associated with 
Anderson Betts & Marshall (Betts?) along the way. He was the father of Charles A Park an 
instructor at NC College of Agriculture and Engineering. In the mid-1880s E, R & Co. were the 
largest manufacturers of doors, sashes, blinds, scroll work, etc. in NC. In 184 Ellington joined 
William J Hicks to form the NC Building and Supply Co. It was short lived. In 185 LNR formed 
a partnership with Benjamin R Park to create a successor form to E & R – short lived. LHR 
joined E Moses in a partnership E & R. 

o Built in 1885 Centennial Graded School. Designed by A G Bauer & Samuel Sloan 
o Built in 1886 the W G Upchurch Store. Three stories high of pressed brick and 

iron at  206 & 208 Fayetteville St. To be occupied by Norris & Carter. 
o Built in 1878 The W C Parker residence 
o Built in 1879 the Charles D Upchurch elegant home NW corner of Fayetteville 

and  Lenoir 
o Built the R T Gray Residence and addition to Yarborough House 
o Built the store of Julius Lewis: Norris & Carter 

 
 

 

(no number) 3 Sep 2012 – Three emails to RPU re: Upchurch records in the NC State Archives 
– per the online inventory – MARS 
 
Subject: NCSA Court Records in MARS for Upchurch 
From: Hope Blackford WCGS-Journal@nc.rr.com 
Date: Mon, Sep 03, 2012 3:56 pm 
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To: “Upchurch, Phil” phil@upchurchstory.com 
Internet sources – MARS 
 
MARS ID Class Title   Years Container Call  Child Has 
       Type  Number Count Image? 
5200.99.2079 CR Upchurch, Benton A 1872 Folder  RB-35/190 0 
5200.99.2080 CR Upchurch, Esther 1864 Folder  RB-33/284 0 
5200.99.2081 CR Upchurch, Gilbert 1895 Folder  WB-C/284 0 
5200.99.2082 CR Upchurch, Golden A 1893 Folder  WB-C/182 0 
5200.99.2083 CR Upchurch, Hubbard 1859 Folder  RB-31/223 0 
5200.99.2084 CR Upchurch, Kearney 1882 Folder  WB-A/342 0 
5200.99.2085 CR Upchurch, Lindemond1866 Folder  RB-34/286 0 
5200.99.2086 CR Upchurch, Nathan 1825 Folder  RB-23/323 0 
5200.99.2087 CR Upchurch, Parker 1864 Folder  RB-33/282 0 
5200.99.2088 CR Upchurch, Ruffin 1866 Folder  RB-34/160 0 
5200.99.2089 CR Upchurch, Tabitha 1855 Folder  RB-29/230 0 
5200.99.2090 CR Upchurch, William G 1895 Folder  WB-C/458 0 
 
Subject: Wake County – Personal Correspondence and Papers – Upchurch Store Records 
From: Hope Blackford WCGS-Journal@nc.rr.com 
Date: Mon, Sep 03, 2012 8:52 pm 
To: “Upchurch, Phil” phil@upchurchstory.com 

 
 
Subject: State Auditor Record Group – Penson Bureau: Act of 1885 Pension Applications 
From: Hope Blackford WCGS-Journal@nc.rr.com 
Date: Mon, Sep 03, 2012 9:24 pm 
To: “Upchurch, Phil” phil@upchurchstory.com 
 
MARS ID Class Title     Years Container Call  
         Type  Number 
5.22.437.62 SR BJ Upchurch (Wake County)  1923 Folder  Box 6.612 
5.22.437.65 SR CW Upchurch (Wake County) 1904 Folder  Box 6.612 
5.22.437.66 SR Courtney Upchurch (Wake County) 1904 Folder  Box 6.612 
        1910 
        1921 
5.22.437.71 SR James W Upchurch (Wake County) 1907 Folder  Box 6.612 
        1910 
5.22.437.72 SR Jubal Upchurch (Wake County) 1907 Folder  Box 6.612 
5.22.437.73 SR Nathan Upchurch (Wake County) 1901 Folder  Box 6.612 
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5.22.437.74 SR Paschal B Upchurch (Wake County) 1901 Folder  Box 6.612  
 
(no number) Extract from: Wake Treasures Vol 20 No 2 Summer/ Fall 2010 – by RPU 4 Apr 
2011, Branson’s Business Directory – 1884 – Wake Co, NC Section  
Business Ventures: 
Manufactories – Raleigh 
 Carriages and Wagons: 119 E Hargett St  Alfred Upchurch 
Merchants and Tradesmen – by last name 
Raleigh: 
 Upchurch, Alfred  Buggies and Coaches 
 Upchurch, WW  208 Fayetteville Street Broker 
 *Upchurch & Brie  143 Hargett Street  Conf. 
 Upchurch, Addie S  214 N Wilmington Street Dressmaker 
 Upchurch, WC  15 E Hargett Street  Retired Grocer 
 Upchurch, John W  14 Exchange Place and Agt. Retired Grocer 
     13 E Martin Street  Oysters, Fish, etc. 
 Upchurch, John R  Retail Dealer 
 Williamson & Upchurch 216 Fayetteville Street Corn Merchants and 
         Wholesale Grocer 
*RPU Note 10 Apr 2011 Assume Upchurch = William George Upchurch but not sure. No Brie 
family entries in RPU biofile system 
 
Apex: 
 AN Betts    General Store 
Banks: 
 B Stevenson    General Store 
Mills: 
 Eagle Rock: Dr T H Avera  Corn & Flour 
 Raleigh:       WG Upchurch  Flour & Corn 
           P Yates   Flour, Corn & Saw 
          JF Curfman  Steam Saw (SW of Raleigh) 
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(no number) Records for William Garland Upchurch 1878 – 1950 & Family – RPU 29 Nov 
2011   
 
1880 Census – NC, Wake Co, Raleigh 
Name   Age  
W G Upchurch Head 1838 42 Merchant, 

Dawson Street 
E M Upchurch Wife 1847 33  
Minnie F Upchurch Dtr 1868 12  
Harvey C Upchurch Son 1870 10  
Deldemond Upchurch Son 1873 7  
Bell W Upchurch Dtr 1876 4  
W G Upchurch Son 1878 2  
Hawkins Taylor  1833 47 Black, servant 
Clara Taylor  1838 42 Black, servant 
Bettie Hiller  1864 16 Black, servant 

 
1900 Census – GA, Charlton Co – Willisville/ Folkston 
Name   Age  
John ? Upchurch Head Mar 1861 39 FL  
Bell W Upchurch Wife Jun 1875 24 NC 
George H Upchurch Son Jan 1891 9 GA 
John J Upchurch Son  May 1892 8 GA 
Frank D Upchurch Son Feb 1894 6 GA 
Garland L Upchurch Son Dec 1898 1 GA 
Susie E Upchurch Dtr Jan 1898 2 GA 
William G Upchurch BIL Feb 1878 22 NC 
Mary D Oliver  May 1854 46 GA, White, servant 
Effie Harris  May 1883 17 NC, Black, servant 

 
1910 Census – FL, Duval Co, Ward 1, Jacksonville 
Name   Age  
William Upchurch Head 1878 32 Married 8 years 
Rebeccah Upchurch Wife 1884 26 [2,2] 
Bruce Upchurch Son 1903 7  
Elaine (Eleanor) Upchurch Dtr 1905 5  
Laura Davis  1872 38 boarder 

 
1920 Census – FL, Duval Co, Ward 1, Jacksonville, East 2nd Street 
Name   Age  
William G Upchurch Head 1879 41  
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Bruce R Upchurch Son  1904 16  
Eleanor Upchurch Dtr 106 15  

1920 Rebecca Upchurch age 38 GA, GA, GA married is on census – Hospital for Insane 
Gadsden Co. 
 
1930 Census – FL 
WG Upchurch 52 Divorced born NC married at age 24, lives in St Albans Hotel – Jacksonville 
Occupation: Missionary for Missionary Board 
Rebecca P Upchurch age 47 inmate in State Hospital, Gadsden County. 
 
World War I Draft Registration  
William Garland Upchurch 
City: Jacksonville 
County: Duval 
State: Florida 
Birth Date: 7 Deb 1878 
 
Autry-Upchurch Family Tree owner: Joanieneedstoknwo 
William Garland “WG” Upchurch 
Birth 7 Feb 1878 in Raleigh, Wake, North Carolina 
death 28 Nov 1950 
 Parents: William George Upchurch 1837 – 1895 
   Eleanor Marks Upchurch 1844 – 1927 
 Spouse & 
 Children: Rebecca Pearl Hankins 1882 – 1932 
   Bruce Royster Upchurch 1903 – 1981 
   Minnie Eleanor Upchurch 1905 – 1977 
 Spouse & 
 Children: Hildegarde Christina Meyer 1897 - 1979 
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I. Nathan Upchurch, I - Head of Clan 
 A. Burtis Upchurch 
  1. William Clinton Upchurch, I 
   a. Eleanor Marks Upchurch 
 B. Gilbert Upchurch 
  1. William George Upchurch 
  married ( ) Eleanor Marks Upchurch  
   a. Minnie Florine Upchurch 
   b. Harvey Clinton Upchurch 
   c. Delmer Demond Upchurch 
   d. Belle Williamson Upchurch 
   married ( ) John Jones Upchurch, Sr 
    i. Susan Eleanor Upchurch 
    ii. Garland Lang Upchurch 
   e. William Garland Upchurch 
   married (1st) Rebecca Pearl Hawkins 
    i. Bruce Royster Upchurch 
    ii. Minnie Eleanor Upchurch 
   married (2nd) Hildegarde Christina Meyer 
  2. Nathaniel Smith Upchurch 
   a. John Jones Upchurch, Sr 
   married (1st) Susan Katherine Hawkins 
    i. George Hawkins Upchurch 
    ii. John Jones Upchurch, Jr. 
    ii. Frank Drew Upchurch, Sr.  
 
(no number) From notes of RPU call 9 Nov 2011 to Frances Holt Tilley 
Copied to biofiles of: Ellena Judson Upchurch, Bessie Estille Upchurch, James Edwards 
Stephenson, William George Upchurch, Anna Yates 
 
 Frances mentions yet again that at one point Aunt Lena Upchurch was engaged to Jim 
Edwards of the Edwards Shoe Store in Raleigh, Also, that Aunt Bessie Upchurch was engaged to 
a Mr Stephenson of the Stephenson Music Store in Raleigh, Aunt Bessie (and probably Aunt 
Lena) spent time – overnight – weekends, etc. at the home of William George Upchurch in 
Raleigh, It was this Stephenson that gave Aunt Bessie the ring that Clyde Perry lost in the ice 
cream mix at Pine State. 
 We discussed the Scotts, Taylors, Yates, Greens, etc. I posted that the Scotts and Taylors 
were aloof and considered themselves above the Rhamkatte locals. Frances agrees but says the 
Upchurches were also aloof and only had time for the upper-class Scotts, Yates, Greens, etc. 
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 Aunt Bessie said she and Anna Yates stood up for each other – meaning they were maids 
of honor at each other weddings. 
 
(no number) Re: Citations for William George Upchurch. Gettis Bradley Upchurch notified 
RPU via email on 6 Oct 2010 that there was a citation in the 1887 Issue of The Cultivator and 
County Gentleman Vol 52 Page 495 that mentioned my Great Uncle William. It was found and is 
reproduced below: 
 “We observed that a correspondent of the Hersey Bulleting traveling in North Carolina 
writes in highly complimentary terms of the Hersey Herds of our friends Messrs B P Williamson 
and W G Upchurch and Dr James McKee of Raleigh. During the year ending May 1, 1884 4363 
(?) lbs of butter was made from the milk of eleven cows at the “Woodland” farm of Mr 
Upchurch, including four three-year olds, one five-year old, and six two-year olds. 
 
RPU commentary and observations: 
 1. It seems most likely that reference is being made to three separate Jersey Herds – those 
of Williamson, Upchurch and McKee. However, note that the 1891 Branson’s Directory for 
Farmers in Swift Creek Township showed Williamson & Upchurch [BPU & WGU] owned a 
696-acre farm. [Item (68) BJU biofile]. 
 2. This article provides a rare citation for the Upchurch Farm called “Woodland” – 
presumably owned by Bartley Jefferson Upchurch and William George Upchurch. 
 3. Citations to “Woodland” are shown in the BJU biofile as follows: Items (6), (18), (81). 
 4. Note that Item (6) is from my Feb 1955 interview with Uncle Gettis Henderson 
Upchurch in which he specifically mentioned the Swift Creek Township Farm of BJU as 
“Woodlands”. 
 5. Note that Item (18) is from my 24 Feb 1979 visit to Edna Lois Upchurch in which she 
referred to the Swift Creek Township Farm of BJU as “Woodland”.  
 6. Note that (8) is from a 4 May 2007 conversation with Miley Albert perry in which he 
refers to the Swift Creek Township Farm of BJU as “Woodlands”.  
Noted that as of 10 Oct 2010 I have created a file for Swift Creek Township Farms under Wake 
County, NC/ Swift Creek Township/ Farms. 
 
(no number) Extract from: Wake Treasures Vol 20 No 2 Summer/ Fall 2010 – by RPU 4 Apr 
2011 pages 82 – 84; 1884 
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RPU note 10 Apr 2011 
• Assume Upchurch = William George Upchurch 
• Hester could be C J Hester – a guess 
• D M Edwards – Demetrus M Edwards 
• C J Lassiter – Cornelius Jesse Lassiter 
• C B Ray = Charles Buckner Ray, Sr. 

 
(no number) Extract from: Wake Treasures Vol 20 No 2 Summer/ Fall 2010 – by RPU 4 Apr 
2011 – Branson’s N C Business Directory – 1884 – Wake Co, NC Section 
 
Farmers:        Farmers – Banks 
Apex:  J R Upchurch [John Rice Upchurch, I]  Banks, T L 
 W B Upchurch     Bunting, J N 
Banks:        Myatt, W 
Green Level:       Stephenson, H A 
 G A Upchurch      Penney, J J 
Hayes Store:       Young, J J 
 D L Upchurch      Stephenson, L D 
 O J Upchurch      Stephenson, Matthew 
Morrisville:       Gower, James 
 J R Upchurch [John Rice Upchurch, I]  Banks, George 
 W B Upchurch     Turner, William 
 Gilbert Upchurch     Crowder, Thomas A 
 Jack Upchurch [John Rice Upchurch, I]  Crowder, W D 
 Bartlett Upchurch     Rand, William H 
Raleigh:       Rand, John 
 B P Williamson     Jewell, Manless 
 G T Cooke      Partin, George 
 W G Upchurch     Partin, Marion 
 B J Upchurch      Rhodes, James A 
 Bryant Smith      Utley, Samuel 
Rogers Store:       Harris, Aaron 
 Buckner Ray      Jones, W J 
Eagle Rock:       Jones, Miss Penny 
 T H Avera      Rand, Oscar 
 Upchurch Smith 
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(no number) Extract from: Wake Treasures Vol 20 No 2 Summer/ Fall 2010 – by RPU 4 Apr 
2011 – Branson’s NC Business Directory – 1884 – Wake Co, NC Section 

 
 
(no number)  
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W G Upchurch  marriage: 09 Dec 1863 Wake, North spouse: E Page 21 [Ray] M 
Upchurch      Carolina 
North Carolina      
Marriages, 1759 – 1979 
 
[See Item (75) in WGU Biofile – Newspaper article shows married 24 Dec 1863 in home of the 
bride] 
 
(no number) From: The Ray Family of Wake Co, NC by William Carroll Ray 1999 
Buckner Ray Family [father of Aurora O Ray] 
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Names associated with this document: Buckner Ray, Mark Grady, slaves, Washington, Lewis, 
Granville, Davis, Annica, June, Doctor, Mary, Lovel Harrison, Alexander Harrison, Jesse Gill, 
Albritton McDade, Caroline Grady, Dennis Grady, William G Upchurch, Neuse River, 
Crooked Creek, Jones, Rodgers, Parham, Longford Branch, Henry Ray, Edward A Parham, 
Willis Thompson 
(no number) These records for William George as Grantee and Grantor 1 Jan 1855 – 1 Jan 1894 
downloaded by RPU 9 Oct. Note 1 deed downloaded – needs more attention 
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(no number) Status of records for William George Upchurch regarding his situation relating to 
Civil War Service. 
 Attached is a copy of a 15 Jan 1984 letter Eleanor Grace Williamson to RPU pertaining 
to research she had performed at the request of RPU re: William George Upchurch. Also 
attached are the documents she provided along with an RPU Index and my own transcriptions. 
 Note that some (all?) of these same documents are referred to in letters of 10 Mar 1999 & 
24 Jul 1999 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU. Peggy also has transcriptions. It would be useful to 
merge all this related information. 
 
RPU 
5 Jul 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
(no number) Received 19 Jan 1984  
[Note: This letter is headed Eleanor Grace Williamson – CJM 06 Sep 2020] 
      
        Mrs Larry J Turner 
        600 Lynnwood Ave 
        Wilson, NC 2783 
        January 15, 1984 
Dear Phil, 
 Nice to hear from you. Wouldn’t it be nice to have more time for research. My time has 
been spent abstracting and publishing wills for some time more. I am enclosing a flier (flyer). 
Maybe someone you know or your public library would be interested in our books. 
 As you can see, I have also enclosed the rest of the Supreme Court cases you asked for. I 
tried to arrange them for you but decided I didn’t have enough time or patience today. Do you 
ever have those days? 
 Aunt Grace is buried at Pineview Cemetery in Rocky Mount, NC. They had funeral 
services in Charleston on Tuesday and graveside services in Rocky Mount on Wednesday. 
 I am doing some research for a man from Tenn. at present, so my own research is at a 
standstill. I think I am going to have to slip to Raleigh during the wee. Never enough time to do 
what I have to do and what I want to do. 
 On reading your letter again today I realized that I didn’t get copies of the wills you 
wanted. I will try to do that on my next trip. 
 NC State is being murdered by Georgia right now. My daughter is in her 2nd year at UNC 
Chapel Hill. I do pull for State when UNC is not threatened.  
 Good luck in your search. Maybe we can solve all of our genealogical problems this year. 
        Sincerely, 
        Grace Turner 
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24 sheets @ 20¢ =  $4.80 
gas   $8.00 
postage  ? [1.22] on package – RPU 
   $13.02 
 
(no number) 
List of NC Supreme Court Papers sent to RPU by Eleanor Grace Williamson in her letter 15 Jan 
1984 
        Sheets 
A. Endorsement on the forgoing    1 
B. Bureau Conscription     1 
C. State of NC – to Captain     1 
D. Camp Holmes      1 
E. Raleigh August 20th 1864     1 
F. It is admitted      1 
G. Return of S W Scott     5 
H. The State of NC to the      1 
I. I certify       1 
J. In the matter of William G     4 
K. This person was convicted of arson   6 
(not William G Upchurch) 
L. Dr Yellowby – to Cnopeppa    1 
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(no number) 
       Bureau Conscription 
       Richmond, Jun 14, ‘64 
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Respectfully request to commandant for NC. What was the exact date of the employment of the 
party by Mr. Holden? When was the writ of Habeas Corpus served out and what was the decision 
upon it? 
       By Command of 
       B Gen Polston Super 
      (signed) T P August 
        CALSC 
  
 
       Conscript Office 
       Raleigh, NC June 20, ‘64 
Respectfully referred to Capt L B Waters for reply to question of Bureau of Conscription 
       By order of Col 
      (signed) R Wabert 
        Josiah Jones [---?] 
 
 
       CO Raleigh June 21 1864 
Respectfully returned to commandant Mr W G Upchurch was employed at the Standard Office 
on 2nd day of May 1864. He served out unit of Habeas Corpus in July 1863; was carried before 
his Hon Judge Battle who decided that he was exempt as his substitute was over 45 years of age 
and was therefore discharged. 
      (signed) H B Waters Capt & Ex O 
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State of North Carolina 
 To Capt. S W Scott commanding Co C 38th Regt NC M. Greeting. 
 We command you, that the body of William G Upchurch being confined and detained in 
your custody, as it is said, together with the day and cause of his caption and detention you have 
before me at Richmond Hill forthwith to do and receive what shall be considered in that behalf. 
 
Witness Richmond M Pearson C J of the Supreme Court of NC this 12th day of August 1814. 
    
      R M Pearson Ch JSC 
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        Raleigh, Aug 20th 1864 
 
 I employed Mr W G Upchurch on the 25th of April 1864 as a clerk in my office for 
mailing and other official purposes, and he came regularly to work upon the 20 day of May the 
month following. He is indispensable to me in that capacity in the regular publication of the 
Standard which newspaper has been published in Raleigh for many years past. 
 Worn to and subscribed before me this the 20th day of August 1864. 
        W W Holden 
M B Royster JP 
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It is admitted that William G Upchurch was employed by W W Holden on 25th April 1864 but 
did not enter his service until the 2 May 1864. And it is further agreed that the said Upchurch 
need not be carried before the judge, but the case may be heard in his absence and the decision of 
the Ck Justice afore the party are herein state as above. The return is to be abided by as if said 
Upchurch were present subject to the right of other party to have the same reissued by the 
Supreme Court. 
 
Aug 20th 1864       Th Bragg 
        Va Dept 
 
        W S Mason 
        for petitioner 
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(no number)  
The state of North Carolina to the Honorable Richmond M Pearson, Chief Justice, Greeting: 
 Whereas in the proceedings in a writ of Habeas Corpus sent out by Will T Upchurch 
against A W Scott --- --- and returned before you and in the judgment therein rendered by you 
there is manifest error to the injury of the said A W Scot --- as he has complained to us: These 
are, therefore, to command you that you send immediately into our Supreme Court now sitting at 
Raleigh, the record of the said writ, proceedings and judgment certified under your hand and 
seal. Witness Edmund B Freeman, Clerk of our said Court, at Office in the City of Raleigh, this 
15th December, 1864. 
        E B Freeman, Clerk 
 

 
 

 I certify to the Supreme Court of North Carolina the writ of Habeas Corpus within 
specified together with the return thereto and the proceedings had therein before me and the 
judgment rendered in pursuance thereto as I am within commanded. 
 Witness my hand and seal this 17th day of December 1864. 
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        R W Pearson Chief J SC 
 

 
 
 
(no number) 
Wake Co, NC – Swift Creek Township deed 3 Sep 1895, Book 136, page 190 
 
Bartley Jefferson Upchurch & wife to William George Upchurch for $300 15 5/8 acres of land 
described as follows: 
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Names included in above: Stanford Morgan, A B Emery, C E J Goodwin, James Taylor, Wyatt 
Williams, Holly Springs Road. 
 
(no number) RPU Entry – 1 Jun 2017 
 On 29 May 2017 Gettis Upchurch emailed RPU an undated map of Caraleigh Mills Co 
showing the location of the mill and of the town and of nearby preperties [filed under Wake Co, 
NC) Mills 
 A notable feature was Maywood Dairy Farm. It is to be presumed the map was made in 
the early 1890s and that the Maywood Dairy Farm was owned by William George Upchurch. 
 

















































Gettis Upchurch  
 

Mon, Mar 
2, 1:59 PM 

 
 
 

to Peggy, me, Phil, Tom 

 
 

Thanks Jay, 
 
These pictures show me a lot. There is W.W. Holden’s house next door to W.G’s, and 
from these aerial photos we can see that William George’s house had a rear two story 
wing, making this a large home. Also, I suspect that building directly behind the house 
was a stable and carriage house. They were mentioned in the description of the 
property in the auction notice. I am most certain at one time there would have been an 
alleyway running behind the lot to service the rear of the home and stable/carriage 
house. Also, pretty cool picture of the Curtiss JN-4 Jenny biplane. Great find! 
 
Thanks, Gettis  
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