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ol
Dear Sara: 6 66 ‘:«ﬂ 'A/(J

-~
What a pleasant surprise to talk with you over the telephone tonight. We are ) ) ,ﬂgﬁ -OHJ;D
practically "kissing cousins”, f&L A

The history of the Wiley family, as far as I know about it, starts in the
eastern part of Tennessee (near Dollywood, where Dolly Parton lives.) Robert
Wiley (?--1880's) first married Rosemon Click (1839-1863). They had three
children:

1. Christopher Columbus (Lum) Wiley (1858-1947), who married Sallie Sofia
Allison (1864-1948). They lived at Florence and had several children. I have
not yet contacted any of their descendants for all of their information. I do
remember visiting them before they died. One of their sons, Bob Wiley, who
would now be around a 100 years old, was very active in veterans
organizations. One of his sons, who now would be about 70 Years old, is named
John Robert. I believe that some of the family still lives around the
Florence area.

2. Rufus (Roof) Wiley (1862-1931), who married Fannie Curry (?-?). I am not
sure just who many children they had, but one son was named Noble and a
daughter was named Nellie.

3. Sarah Caroline Wiley (1863-1944), who married W. Greenlief Upchurch
(?-?), your ancestors. I would appreciate any information you could provide
me about Sarah's family.

After Rosemon Click died in 1863, Robert Wiley married her younger sister,

Amanda Jane Click. Amanda Jane reared her sister's three children. She and

Robert had 8 children of their own. After Robert died in the 1880°'s, she and

the 1l children moved from Tennessee to Texas on the train. She bought a farm

from the Paubions, (see Jennie below), which is now about 1 mile north of

Leander on the west side of Highway 183. She was a very tough old pioneer D
woman and smoked a pipe. She not only reared all 11 of these children but

also my father after his mother died in childbirth with his sister.

Amanda Jane and Robert's children were as follows:

1. Mary Elizabeth (Lizzy) Wiley (1865-1941), who married John Rufus
Upchurch (1863-1919). I believe that he and Greenlief were brothers. They

had 4 daughters--
Ruby (1886-1974), whose husband, John Stockton, ran the drug store in
Leander. They had no children.

Bertha (1888-1979), who was never married. Her nickname was Billie, and I Owéjzy
was named after her.
Zoe (1890-1974), who married Herbert H. (Hub) Powell (1894-1981), who ran a
grocery store in Leander. They had one daughter, Mary Catherine, who lived in
Austin and died in the late 1960" or early 1970's. She had one daughter,
vwhose name escapes me now.

Ola ( 1892-1988), who married Mason Chapman (1889-1976). They had a son,
John Mason Chapman (1921-1984), who was married twice but had no children, and
a daughter, Mary Franklin, who lives in Austin.

When my grandmother died in childbirth with my aunt Blance, Aunt Lizzie took
her in and reared her with her four daughters.

2. Issac (Ike) Wiley (1867-1942), who married Cora Catherine Fox (1871-1949).
Uncle Ike was a farmer in Leander. They had a son and two daughters——

Floyd Byron Wiley (1902-1980), who married Marguerite Sauer (1917- ).
Ployd was interested in doing a family tree and did a lot of work on it. His
daughter and her daughter have continued the project. We should get you in
contact with them also. Floyd and Marguerite had a daughter and two sons. I
do not have good dates, etc. on them at this point.

Frieda Barle Wiley (1904-1988), who never married.

Frances (1906-- ). I knew her when I was a child, but I am not sure
about all of her information. .
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'I'he Mad Genius
Ot Granville County

Congressman Robert Potter might have had
an illustrious political career had his violent temper
not gotten in the wav.

he terrinie-tempered Robert Pot-

ter might have had an illustrious

career i North Carolina, Texas
or national polit:cs were it not for his lack
of selfconuol. Historians have called him
the "mad genius of Granville Count™ —
and for good rezson.

He was intellizent. attractive in stature
and appearance and quick to make
acquaintances. But tme determined
whether they became friends or foes.
There would be no in-between. Potter
would be either loved or loathed.

On the one hand, in North Carolina he
was a good lawver. an impressive member
of the House of Commons (now called
the General Assemblyv) and of the nation-
al Congress. In Texas he wasa staunch and
energetic leader in its quest for indepen-
dence from Mexico, one of the signers of
its Declaration of Independence and its
first Secretary of the Navy.

On the other hand, in hishome state he
frequently displaved perverseness and vin-
dictiveness, savagelv attacked and maimed
two persons, served a prison term and was
expelled from the House of Commons. In
Texas he was finally assassinated by some
other tough hombres.

At about age 15, Potter joined and
served in the U.S. Navy six vears, resigning
in 1821 and moving to Halifax Count 1o
study law under the outstanding lawver
and political leader Thomas Burgess.
After onlva few months of intensive study,
he passed examination and began prac-
tice.

Though supported by the Burgess fac-
tion, Potter was twice defeated by Jesse
Bynum in 1823 and 1824 for the Legisla-
ture. Potter charged fraud, feelings
became bitter and Potter challenged

Photo counesy of the N.C. Division of Archives and History

Bwnum to a duel. “This is to invite yvou to
the field of combat,” Potter wrote. “I can-
not sav field of honor. Your presence
would deprive anvspot of that character.”

When Bynum refused to duel, Potter
challenged some of his friends. Thev. too,
declined. The town became so divided

that the 1825 election was not held

The State/June 1992
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because of fears it might incire a rior.

But Potter won in 1826, Thn'mgh onlvin
his mid-20s, his abilities as 2 <ound-mine-
ed thinker and an eloquent speaken
impressed his colleagues in the House.
But not enough voters at home. His ene-
mies worked even harder and defeared
him again in 1827,

Potter became so resentdul and ir-
reconcilable that he returned to Gramille
County. There he composed an 11-page
poem about the Halifax communin and
aired his malice and wrath against alimos-
all o1 1ts leading tamilies,

Granville however,  rec-
ognized his abilities and elected him o
the Legislature: then in 1828 he success-
fullvran for U.S. Congress and served two
terms with good marks. A srong support-
er of President Andrew Jackson. he evi-
denced his natural talent as a sharp and

residents.

alertleader and a convincing speaker and
debater.

Robert Potter’s
abilities as a good
lauver, sound
thinker and elo-
quent spokesman
helped get him
elected to the North
Carolina House of
Commons and the
U.S. House, but his
quick temper kept
him from having

- any kind of lasting
and meaningful

political career.



Butin 1831 Pouer’slack of self-resuaint
unquestionably surfaced. He committed
an outrageous crime that changed the
course of his life.

The most-repeated version of his law-
lessness is that he believed hiswife back in
North Carolina was hav-

@

n life far awav, where he wasunknown —
in Nacogdoches, Texas.

In Nacngdoches, within 15 months of
leaving home, he was so well regarded and
respected and such a moving booster. and
leader for Texas' freedom from Mexico.
that he was elected 10

ing an affair with wo
men, one the Rev. Louis
Tavlor, about 50, her
The
other was Louis Wiley,

second cousin.

17. related to her bv
marriage.

Unaware of Pouter's
hatred, the Rev. Tavlor,
on a Sunday afternoon,
August 28, 1831,
stopped bv the Potter
residence. At home
from Washington at the

] he crime

added a new
- word to Tar Heel
colloquialism —

“Potterizing. ”

the convenuon to con-
sider sovereignty. He
became one of the sign-
ers of the Texas Declara-
ton of Independence
on March 201836, Two

weeks  later. he

Was
named secretary  of
Naw of the Republic of
Texas. That rewarding
appoinument

within 13 vears after he

came

had resigned from the
U5, Naw and begun

time, Potter mercilessly

attacked the minister, beat him into
unconsciousness and, with a knife. steril-
ized him. Next, he sought and found
Wiley and vented the same savage anger
upon him.

The crime added a new word to Tar
Heel colloquialism — “Potterizing.”

For this brutal crime, Potter was sen-
tenced to two vears in prison and fined
S1,000. Because it was considered unsafe
to keep him in Oxford, he was placed in
the Hillsborough jail. There, he wrote an
80-page booklet defending himself and
his actions. It was widely circulated.

After serving an additional year because
of inability to pay the fine, he ran again for
the state legislature in 1834, was elected
and finally allowed to take his seat after a
heated debate on the floor of the House.

It wasat this session of the assembly, too,
that the crime Potter committed was
made a felony instead of a misdemeanor,
and carried the death sentence.

Potter still hadn’t learned to master his
emotions. On Christmas night of 1834, he
lost a lot of money in a poker game with
other House members, gotina fight. drew
his gun, ok all the money in the game
and left. For that, the House expelled him
on January 2, 1835.

Politically, as well as socially, he had
become unacceptable. And for a change,
he took a realistic look at himself and his
future in North Carolina and decided,
while yet a young man, to geta new start

public life.

Potter then remarried and builta home
at what later was called Potter’s Point on
Lake Cadn in Marion Count. and subse-
quently was elected to the senate of the
Fifth Congress of Texas in 1840.

In thisinterim, however. his temper and
bent for violence did not cool. He
engaged in numerous verbal and physical
clashes with politicians and neighbors,
one of whom was William Pinknev Rose.
who lived eight miles awav.

Rose was accused of murder, and a
reward was offered. So Potter rounded up
agroup of men to capture him, but some-
body squealed. Rose and friends decided
to get Potter first. They surrounded his
home and called him to come out, but he
showed extreme confidence in himself
against heavy odds. He dashed from the
house, jumped a fence and headed for
the woods. Six shots were fired but missed.
So he jumped into the lake and remained
under water as long as he could. When he
surfaced to breathe, one of Rose's friends
put a bullet through his head.

In 1876, the County of Potter was creat-
ed to honor the “distinguished Texan in
the days of the Republic,” and on October
9, 1928, his body was moved from the
home cemetery to the State Cemetery at
Austin, a burial place set aside for heroes
and distinguished Texans. An appropriate

mermorial was erected. =1

Billy Arthur is a veteran wriler for The State.
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A. Herbert Young (b. Jan. 30, 1910-d. July 25, 1972) m. Lela Bell b. Mar. 16,
1908

A Al Anna Lois Young (b. Sept. 25, 1931) m. William Tanner (b. May 3, 1930)
June 5, 1954,

o A4 a. Cynthia Jo b. Feb. 8, 1957 m. 1st -William Burnett -2nd Frank Hughlett.
&5'b. Amber Tanner b. Jan. 20;, 1960 m. Greg Meek
& (1) Casenda Ann B. Sept. 17, 1977
A (2) Elick b. April 18, 1979

(3) Eric
2 (4) Cassie
&2 2. Doris Jean Young b. Sept. 10, 1933 m. Sam Dyer b. Nov. 9, 1929.
A4 a. Kenneth RayDyer b. April 7, 1957 m. Voocher June 23, 1979

A (1) Kyle Ward Dyer b. May 26, 1985
A b. Kimberly Kay b. April 7, 1957
& 43, John Henry Young b. June S, 1935 m. Carolyn Smith
A a. Johnny Jr. b. June 4, 1957
A b. Perry b. 14, 1960
A ¢, Carol Ann b. Jan 3, 1959
094 John’s 2nd wife -Doris Keeton m. Sept. 27, 1974.
R & John's 3rd wife -Barbara Petrey m. Nov. 24, 1983.
A A4, Joe Denzil Young b, October 27, 1940 m. Virginia Powell.
A A5, Wanda Sue Young b. May 9, 1945 m. Richard Webster Sept. 4, 1965 Ist
& a, Ricky b. Mar. 16, 1966
D b. Rodney b. Jan. 3, 1969
4 2nd Husband - Ray Lewis
B 3rd Husband- Jim
& A6. Mark Anthony b. Nov. 22, 1947 m. Marilyn Wileg (b. Sept. 28, 1948)
July 3, 1971 .
7. Three children died in infancy
& a. Susie Ethel Young buried at Mt. Misgah
& b, David Young b. May 20, 1939 buried at Mt. Pisgah
& ¢ Donna Renee Young b. 1951 d. 1951 buried at Campbell Cemetery.



‘7)70/7%,&, w% (rea.)

Q«QC@@WJ L G5 ==



M) ELr2AYETN-  WIELEY

OANC EsTRY.COM AECOADNS FOoA JowN RLvFvs U 5/ NEV Y ERSO2 NEN
191K (WVCO) - ﬁm, 10 5EVZd09

I mM W - el 1900 CENGVS - WILLIANSON
U [ bk A—4- ﬂ»ﬂm u7 co, I'X JusTrcg PRECHNCT 5
A TEIA LAC) (ALL N 5 5.Forx OF 544
U f AVE 189 GABAreL RIVER)

A d l‘l Mwwd_ wam w"{"‘q Name _ MV 14,14 Age
/[,\ DEC [BLS John Upchurch  Hea9 Ave1gsy 46

A A R ,4,.,(;..« n A NOV 1885 Lizzie Upchurch wrr{y 4} pee 185 34
& . et W A FEhH 18¥F Renby Upchurch - pav Nov (386 13
A &L Bertha Upchurch pgy Fen1dts 12
im et W W MARI1EGD Tona Upehlindl .pl o 195010

A 200 QR IN Ax m A ] 892~ Ola Upchurch  pay ned 1892 8

Hays Williford Lonsen AUe 1883 ;6
18310 CENSLS ~ WLLLTMS0A
Co, TX - JUsTICE FRECICAT3

. Name BB Age <
John Upchurch 1¥€A7 1553 36/,\;&
Lizzie Upchurch  WIF Cuwll | @eq 41 v
Ruby Upchurch  pAw 1887 73
Bertha Upchurch 1A 1888 72 27
Jasla Upchurch ~ pAV L850 20
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O OARWooT) CEM, ~ORIGINAL SHARENOLOERS <1 ¥69

ORIGINAL SHAREHOLDERS

IN TIHE

RALEIGII CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

W I Andersonns « : o oaivan s 5 6w pavas s e 1 share
John, KYHSTONE . oomen s o 5 o § smawun 3 same s 1
Wit He Battlet cewani g 3« o sowarenn « o s o 1
K. P Batfle. .« cooian o n s vmmmng 3 s nnines = 4
R: Ho Battle;, J¥icores o s sasmnn s ¢ voien & 1.
Thos. IL Briggs. ...ovvveonon . g STt 5 & 1 0«
K B0 BIYlG & s supsonn o 3 3 swmionon s » weas o 1 *
Thomas Bragg. ...oovviiiiiiiiniieeann. 1«
John C. Blake. . ... oo 1
Dagiglig Bl .covnnssisrmomnssssnomuan 1«
We H. Go o . cuness s » s 5 ¢ amensmie 5 & anse 1 ™
Wint. I8 Cox iz v s e 1 0«
Clinnles: TIOWEY. iomcmsn s « = 2 « w2 s 3 =
Win. H. Dodd..commas = 5 5 % & sasniens & soem s 1«
Byl GFIII s vwiscon « 3 o 5 scoimamsmmonn » wioimoes 1«
Williatn, Griies. comeee s s 5 5 swsnreies s 1
R B Haywood. .« vunmnns v cioisinsims o sses 1
J Mo L6k = ¢ 5 5 5 cosemmen s wawpaems s e g
Murs. and the Misses Hinton. ............. 1 0«
W W Toldaii: « oowennu s » « swvesmen s s g
N B HOU . v e v v mommmwins s wainmminais o snias 1 “
Robert @ LaWag . commmonies « anesersemns sosess 1 #
Geo. W. Mordeeai. ..conivevencsansiaas 5o«
NE T, MAMIGE < w6 6 5 5 ommimmins o 0 oaamees o s 1 ¢
Rev. Dr. R S. Mason. . vvvevneeeennnnn.n 1«
Menry Mordeeni .. covviviensesnnonasane 5
A W LAWECHE0: o5 5 5 55 s swivin o 5 5 soman s 1 share
P.F. Pescud.....covvviviiiininnnnnn. 1 ¢
B B Philliise consnz s ss v imoms s o s vags s s 1 0«
N 6 I - T, P -
B B Pallthwsws s ¢ o3 owiress o s o ¢ gy s sk O

Rev, Dr. JJ, Brinton Smith. ..

Iev, Des Ndert Smedes. oo oo b

Wm. C. Stronach...........
Geo. WL Swepson...ooooaoat.

Phalip “TIIei. & o oees 2 0 2 0 semenmnmy 5 s ]

. W, VT RSS. o eeni e et 1

Woin. G Wjehurehs oo s s v

John G Williams. oo i

B. . Willimmson. ...
12 e RNHTEREING = o cvoperames 5 5 ¢

1e. B AR o s coen e s v n e 558 1

W He Baglewaw o o smmvames ¢«
Kemp P Battle (additional) .
W, M. Bovlai.s « s o vemmen s
M. A Bledsoe. oot
T. II. Briges (additional) . ..
J.N. Bunting. ...
(ool TP Coolits wn ¢ oo v v e
P. Cowper .........ocvnn.
W. R. Cox (additional)......
W, IT. Crow (additional) ...
C. Dewey (additional)......
Jo B Fotbes cans s i 5 avmons s
Wm. Grimes (additional). ...
E, Grissotil . .vviveevvnenss

. T Haywood e s ¢ sommasmsn ¢ s

Td. Graham Haywood. ......
J. AL dleck (additional). ...
C. B. Harrison............

T DL Martin. ... ...
Nichols & Gorman..........
W.J. Palmer. .............
J. I, Separk..ooovvinann..
W. H. & & S. Tucker.......
Jon: Wpehureli coes o o5 sueme
J.o W, Watson. ... ...

R G Batlgors oo o v 5 5 wces
E. Burke Haywood.........
L. I Moore..oooovonen..
€ B Root ¢ v voanes s s 5 5 waws
Wm. A. Blount............

Wi I8 Askew has taken, by assignment, the

shares of Geo. W. Swepson.
Total shares

...........

............

............

............

............

............

............

............

............

............

............

............

------------
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DoCOMENTS ~ 1869 /MDD 1922 OFFICHALD
TRCOR Po R ATION < 1869

i ACT TO INCORPORATE THE RALEIGH Ratified the 26th duy of February, A. D. 1869,
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 70- W, HOLDEN,
‘ Speaker of the Iouse.
The General 4ssembly of North Carolina do enact: TOD. R. CALDWELL,
Secrrox 1. That George W. Mordecai, Kemp P. Fresiden of the Senate.

Battle, W. C. Stronach, Charles Dewer, George W.

STATE OF NORTH CAROJ,
Swepson, P. A. Wiley, P. F. Pescud, Wm. E. Ander- OLLNA,

AN OFFIcE or S

son, R. B. Haywood, Thomas H. Briggs, W. H. Crov, OIII‘ : EC]RETAM OF STATE,

A. P. Bryan, John G. Williams, J. Brinton Smith, aleigh, July 7th, 1869,

S. C. White, W, R. Miller, R. H. Battle, Jr.,, W. W. I, Hexry J. MexyiNae 1, Scerctary of State,
Vass, A. Smedes, Henry Mordecai, Robert G. Lewis, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the
W. R. Cox, J. M. Heck, and such other persons as may original Act on file in this office,

associate themselves with them for the purpose here- H. J. MENNIN GER,
inafter mentioned, be and they are hereby made a
body politic and corporate, under the name and style
of “The Raleigh Cemetery Association,”

Seerelary of Stale.

OFFLCLALS — 1922

OFFICERS

T. H. Brices, President
Dz. R. H. Lewzs, Tice-President
Y. P. Havwoop, Secrefary and Treasurer

DIRECTORS
T. H. Brices W. N. JoxEs
Dr. R. H. Lewrs W. B. GrivEes
Bexssux F. MoxTacoe Joux B. Stroxace
War, P, LitTLE B. S. Jeryax
Carey J. HuxTER War. J. AxprEWS

FINANCE COMDMITTEE

Wat P. LitTiE W. B. Genies

COMMITTEE ON LOTS AND GROUNDS

De. R. H. Lews Bexgamix F. MoxTAGUE
W. B. Grares War. J. AXDREWS
SUPERINTENDENT

Crarres H. WALLACE
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s o sy S S TG
Sarah Upchurch  WIf gow g2 37 T 1851 21 T4

William Upchurch 9o

. 119 T
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Phebe Upchurch  npaw  pov ygp 13 T4 V
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Harvey Upchurch sel | ma 1999 3 14 190y
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. Remdaren I AC 181K (_NC) William Upchurch (4 &47 858 62
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PDERIN CERT por WILL O

AMA () 5 enndn Candlang
W . JEEY ~ 1944
AME L)~ Rag Ty, £ Ltrnyares
f Lo 7K

A s w,.,zuw C. L A13 Sl 1399
CL&M&M welksumaen Ce %)
A 19 Jﬁm 1948 Cedlaoomszoas
Co, 1), (Dok.~ Dagdad Gum,
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; Mp @ BT o
Name /"(’\ My 0 1y . B ABC Age

59, 29 1 Wil} Upchurch 14&;4»” [361 39 1Y
1841 20 T Lillie M Upchurch wfr 1830 39 iy
15203/12 71 Dorthy E Upchurch van 1924 6 1y

R H Upchurch S04 1‘1‘2010 o

William C Upchurch
* .| 1889 - 1948

Name Will Upchurch Death date 19 Jan 1948 Death place
Williamson, Texas Gender Male Race or color (on document) White
Age at death 57 years 6 months 6 days Estimated birth year Birth
date 13 Jul 1890 Birth place Texas Marital status Married Spouse
name Father name W. G. Upchurch Father birth place Leander,
Williamson, Texas Mother name Angie Evans Mother birth place
Lampasas Co, Texas Occupation Farmer-Rancher Residence
Leander, Williamson, Texas Cemetery name Bagdad Cemetery Burial
place Leander, Williamson, Texas Burial date 21 Jan 1948 Additional
relatives X Film number 2218830 Digital GS number 4031422 Image
number 2303 Reference number 5208 Collection Texas Deaths, 1890-
1976 Cause of Death: Pulmonary Tuberculosis (other family
members) Medical Particulars: Doc attended from 15 Dec 1947 to 19

Jan 1948 Informant: Barnes ? McCullough
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Parents William C Upchurch

Birth 13 Jul 1889 in Leander, Williamson, Texas
Death 19 Jan 1948 in Williamson Co, Texas |

William Greenlief Upchurch
1857 - 1940

Sarah Caroline Wiley 188y Birth
1864 - 1944 13.Jul Leander, Williamson, Texas
% Spouse & Children Per Death Cert
|
| * I3 s
! Helen iw - Residence
. . - 1910
Social Secunty Death Index | 1850 - . 9 Justice Precinct 3, Williamson, Texas
! Age: 21
Hi
Name: Robert Upchurch ‘storical Records .
10 i Residence
SSN:  525-44-1971 910 United States Federal Census il Valentine, Jeff Davis, Texas i
Last Residence: 78756 Austin, Travis, Texas, United States of America Age:27 Wl D_fa“ Card Registration He is a stockman
1920 United States Federal Census oo Residence
Born: 25Jun 1919 920 1iiea, Tulsa, Oklahoma
H Age: 31
Died: Aug1988 World War I Draft Registration Cards, - Deatl
] 1048 eath
State (Year) SSN New Mexico (Before 1951) wlan  Wliamson Co, Texps
Per Death Cert

Age: 58
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