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Leland, Misslssippl
Dear Mr. Upshur:

| am very sorry that | had to be out of the city on
the day you vlsited iiontgomery en route to Selma, Al abama.

A cousin of mine, Mrs. Hdartha Tidd, whose husband {s
In charge of tha Chlldrsats Psychlatrle Danairtnent of UCLA, has

.been making aqulte a stucy »f the alstory of tuc Ynchurch Fomily.

| have also accumulated 2 trwmendous ancwit of Iaformation from
Mrs. Balle West of Dutrolt =lznican, and Feom the Lpchurch Faally
In Rorth Co.olinc. At thz oresszni tine 1 hova saveral comiete
foiders om the fanlly and 125 eoanuctisas Sut Nave not iad en
opportunity as vet to sssemuvlate ana pul {rto readudle fourm.

) In this aorning's mall { hed 4 long lettar from
Hrs. Tida beced on a study which she as made av tae Llbrary
at Oxford Yniverslity, Erocland. . !n thiz letter she sives her
oplnlon that the flirst Hichael Upcharcn, whc came in Ausclca
In 1652, pr bably marrfed a dsugnter of Hicholas Ferrar, who
was ona of the Governors of the Virginla Company, the people
who origlnally had tha Job of ccienlzing Virginia.

v It may toke some zlme, but before long | want to try
to tadulate the Informaticn | have concarning cur famlly. As
§ understand It, your branch of the {femliv lsft VYirglaia fol-
lowlng the i5acon Rabelllon when the land grant was recalled by
the King of England, and part of your family settled In West
Virginla and part In Texas.

I would be happy to confar with you whenever we can
gat together.

With kindest personal regards, | am

Yours very truly,.

W.. K. Upchurch
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February 21, 1995 Lt

Mrs. Eleanor Walton Upshur
Drummond’s Mill Farm

P. O. Box 5

Accomac, VA 23301

Dear Mrs. Upshur:

Your late husband pursued the Upshur family history and I have
likewise pursued the Upchurch family. Your husband and I
corresponded briefly in 1976 and at that time we agreed that these
two families most likely descended from common ancestors in East
Anglia England about 1600 or before. I was able to see the first
edition of UPCHURCH FAMILY IN AMERICA and recently purchased a copy
of the second edition.

My purpose in writing you is to see if you can provide an
address for Robert Irvin Upshur and/or .Thomas Teackle Upshur, IV or
any other member of the Upshur family who has an ongoing interest
in Upshur family history. There are a few notes about the
prospective linkage between these two families that could be
compared.

I shall be most gratefulrfor any names/addresses/phone numbers
that you provide.

Sincerely yours,

R oludt P z,zuém/n «

Robert P. Upchurch
Professor Emeritus
and Editor,

UPCHURCH BULLETIN

RPU:s



S PENCER LD PsAVR
(YN C DIVeRce LISTIWES FOR WPCRURCH COOPLES

1958-200Y4 — Covwry oF DIVOECE = ONstow
- " Tyrone Upchurch " Denise Upchurch 4 Jun 1982 i
.(_) . sw Cheryl Upshur © 13 Sep 1996 . Onslow
Ly Lisa Upchurch | : i A frederick Upchurch 21 Jul 198.9 L Onslow

S SN SRR PR DI (S R I



DR.THOMASTJH%HUR
3105 Cranehil] Drive

Lynchburg, vA 24503

Mr.R.P.Upchurch 10/29/95
PO Box 387
Wentzville,MO,63385

Dear Mr.Upchurch,

Apologies are in order for my tardiness in answering your
letter of September 12th . I was in Ireland trying to
locate information about my mother's side of my family.
No luck, as most of the o0ld records were destroyed when
the Parliament building was burned in 1922 during one of
the uprisings.of " the Troubles ".

The relationship between the Upchurchs and Upshurs is
something that I havent been alerted to until your
interesting letter came while I was overseas. It is
certainly possible. Our main investigation has been
between the Upcher family around Essex and our ancester
Arthur Upshur. My grandfather corresponded with the then
head of the Upchers in Sheringham and they could not go
back beyond the the early to middle Sixteens in either
family. We would be happy to find an Upchurch relation-
ship if one existed. Our supposition has been about the
possibility of a connection between Upshaw and Upshur.

I applaud your effort to keep your family in contact by

a news letter. The Upshaw Family does the same. We need
someone to do the same for us. The nearest thing for us is
to have a get-together every three years of one branch
involving about sixty to seventy, young and old. We older
members hope the newer generations will see the benefit of
passing on the family traditions of where we came from in
England.

Keep up the good work!

Sincerely,
—

S o

Tom Upshur IV
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September 12, 1995

Dr. Thomas T. Upshur, IV
3105 Cranwhill Drive
Lynchburg, VA 24503

and

Mr. Robert I. Upshur
1631 Tanglewood Road
Columbia, SC 29204

Gentlenen:

I am writing to establish contact in the eventuality that at
some future date your interest in the Upshur family and my interest
in the Upchurch family may lead to a common interest. I am of the
9th generation of Upchurches in America and a direct descendant of
the Michael Upchurch mentioned on page 5 of your book, Upshur

Family in Virginia.

Since 1980 I have published the UPCHURCH BULLETIN on which
details are enclosed. In the process, 38,000 family members have
been indentified and their identity published. A copy of our
"freedom" document is enclosed.

Enclosed is a copy of my letter of January 3, 1977 to John
Andrews Upshur which includes his reply. Also, provided is a copy
of my letter to Eleanor Walton Upshur of February 25, 1995 and her
reply of February 28, 1995 to me.

I feel there is common agreement that Arthur Upcher, the first
of the Upshur line in VA, and Michael Upchurch, the first of the
Upchurch line in VA, derive from a common ancestor. We know that
in England in the 1550-1650 era the family name was spelled
casually and with many variations.

During 1994 we made some excellent advances in learning more
about the interaction between Michael Upchurch in VA and his home
community. Complete copies of the four letters he wrote back to
England have been obtained, published, and interpreted. From this
we know that Michael Upchurch was in VA as early as 1638. We have
also established more clearly his relationship to the community of
Little Gidding in Huntingdonshire and we have learned that his home
community at the time of departure for VA was the Village of
Brington in Huntingdonshire.
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Dr. Thomas T. Upshur, IV
Mr. Robert I. Upshur
September 12, 1995

The above mentioned advances were facilitated by Professor
David R. Ransome who was researching the Ferrar Papers in which the
Michael Upchurch letters were preserved. We have engaged Professor
Ransome to do an additional increment of research this fall in
England with the specific objective of learning more about the
ancestors of Michael Upchurch. To this end we have obligated
$1000.00 - not much, but a lot for us. The chances for progress
are uncertain.

If you would like to have the copies of the UPCHURCH BULLETIN
in which the above matters are reported, I will gladly provide
them.

Most of my family history effort is concentrated on sorting
out the thousands of descendants of Michael Upchurch leaving little
time for work on his ancestors in England. I have enjoyed two
visits to Huntingdonshire over the past two decades. '

I would be pleased to know the status of any effort to learn
more about the ancestors of Arthur Upcher (Upshur) and would hope
that we could pool any information obtained on the English scene.

Congratulations on the second edition of Upshur Family In
Virginia. It is a fine book.

Sincerely yours,

Robert Phillip Upchurch, Editor

UPCHURCH BULLETIN
RPU:s
Enclosures
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MpS. JOHN A. UPSHUR
DPRUMMONDS MILL FARM
0\0\‘5 BOX 386
\ ACCOMAC, VIRGINIA 238301

February 28, 1995

.r. Roverti P. Upchurch
P. 0. Zox 3v7
wenitzville, MO 63385

sear Ur. Upchurch:

In reply to your lettexr of Febvruary 21, the addresses requested
are:

Dr. Thomas T. Upshur 1V
3105 Cranwhill Drivw
Lynchburs, Vi 24503 pels 804 304 2156

r. Robert I. Upshur
1631 Tanglewood Rd.
golumo.a, =.C. 29204 tel: 803 250 tybd

A4S you kuow, ihese uiO.ners, cousins of .y husoend, euited and

brought up vo da.e, 1y75, wie second edition oi Upsnur raiiiy, in
¥i¥ginia.

&,I@A ‘qu '
My husband, whojshad not had any success in estavlisning a 1link
between arthur Upshur, Immigrant to the rastern Shore of
virginia anc the Upchers of Essex County, kngland.

Last summer, Dr. Thomas 'r. Upshur was in pngland, and reported no
success from his brief and limited researcn. I regret that I am
unable to be more helpful.

I should be very interested in any information you may have
discovered which links the Upchurch and Upshur families.

Sincerely,

F D e ‘MRZLJM

Mrs John A. Upshur
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married Emma Degen Tyng, daughter of the
Rev, James H. Tyng, in Morristown,
There were nine childien, of whom the youngest
became an architect, Upjohn died in Brooklyn,
survived Dy five sons and three daughters,
[Wio's Whe in America, 1go1—oz; Proc, , . , Am,
Institute of Architects . . 1903, vol. XXXVII (1904) ;
Ant Arehitect and Building News, Mar, 14, 1903 ; Am,
Art dun,, 1903; R, M. Upjohn, The Stare Capitol,
Hartford Conn, (1886) ; obituaries in Brookiyn Daily
Eegle, Mar. 3, and Lvening Post (N. Y.), Mar, 4,
1903 family records, oflice drawings and records in
the possession of Upjohn's son, Hobart 1. Upjohn of
New York,] T.F. H.
UPSHUR, ABEL PARKER (June 17, 1791—
Feb, 28, 1844), jurist, cabinet officer, publicist,
ene of twelve children of Littleton Upshur and
Ann (Parker) Upshur, and a descendant of
Arthur Upshur who settled on the Eastern Shore
of Virginia in the seventeenth century, was
born in Northampton County, Va. His father, a
Federalist member of the Virginia legislature of
1809, voted against the resolutions thanking Jef.
ferson for his services to the country and later
served as a captain in the War of 1812, Abel
Upshur studied at the College of New Jersey
(Princeton) until his expulsion as a participant
in a student rebellion in 1807 and then continued

Vo X

his studies at Yale, but did not graduate. After

“reading law in the office of William Wirt of
Richmond, ne began practice in that city. In
1812-13 he was 2 member of the House of Dele-
gates from his native county, and served again
in that capacity, 1825-27. He was also a mem-
ber of the Virginia constitutional convention of
1826-30, in which he was an opponent of the
preposed democratic changes in the constitution,
He denied the existence of any original princi-
ples of government, insisting instead that the in-
terests and necessities of the people determined
the principles of government (Proceedings and
Debates, post, p. 60). He rejected the theory of
“natural law,” maintaining that the only natural
law was “the law of force - . . the only rule of
right” (Ibid,, p. 67). From 1826 to 1841, he was
a member of the supreme court of Virginia, and
in politics he was associated with the extreme
state-rights, proslavery group,

In September 1841, Upshur was appointed
secretary of the navy by President Tyler, and
in 1843 he succeeded Wehster ag secretary of
state. An ardent advocate of the annexation of
Texas as vital to the security of the South, he
reopened negotiations with that republic, but
they were interrupted by his death in the explo-
sion of a gun on board the hattleship Princeton,
and were completed by his successor, Calhoun,

A particularistic jurist and planter-philoso-
pher of Tidewater Virginia, Upshur often ex-

LCHY BToCRuPHY

Upshur

pPressed his views upon slavery, government,
and banks. The Souh constituted, in his opin-
ion, the only bulwark of conservatism in Amer-
ica against the rising tide of agrarianism, level-
ing democracy, and al the isms of the free North.
“It is clear,” he wrote pcssimistica][y, “that in
this country Liberty is destined to perish a sui-
cide, . .. And perish when gshe may, I am
much deceived if her last entrenchment, her Jat-
est abiding place, wil| not be found in. the slave
holding states” (“*Domestic Slavery,” Southern
Literary Messenger, October 1839). Law, and
not the principle of numerical majority, he held
to be the basis of liberty—a juridiea) conception,
In a letter to his intimate friend, Judge Beverley
Tucker, commenting upon Dory's Rebellion,
Upshur wrote: “This is the very madness of
democracy, and a fine illustration of the work-
ings of the majority principle” (Tyler, post, 1T,
198). His pamphlet, 4 Briof Enquiry into the
True Nature and Character of our Federal Goy-
erunment (1840), a review of Story’s Commen-
taries, was regarded by his friends as a complete
refutation of the nationalistic theory of the
Constitution, It was reprinted in 1863 by
Northern Democrats as a means of setting forth
the political philosophy of the Confederacy
(Adams, post, P- 77). In an address (1841)
before the literary societies of the College of
William and Mary upon “The True Theory of
Government,” Upshur rejected almost in toto
the natural rights philosophy, characterizing it
as one that “overlooks all social obligations, de-
nies the inheritable quality of property, unfrocks
the priest, and laughs at the marriage tie”
(Southery Literary Messenger, June 1836, p.
410). A supporter of banks, he opposed the re-
quirement of specie as the basis of credit and
also opposed laws which declared banks insol-
vent when unable to redeem their notes in specie,
“A bank,” he wrote, “without a single dollar
in specie, yet having good notes of others, equal
to its own notes outstanding, and its other in-
debtedness, is perfectly solvent, and entitled to
credit” (- Brief Enquiry into the True Basis
of the Credit Systen, 1840, p. 11). He further-
more urged the minimum regulation of hanks,
believing that the “general law of the land, the
common law . . . affords ample means . , . of
keeping them within proper limits” (/bid., p. 20).

Upshur was married twice : first, to Elizabeth
Dennis, and second, in 1826, to his cousin, Eliz-
abeth Upshur; she, with their daughter, sur-
vived him,

[C. H. Ambler, Thomas Ritchie, 4 Study in Vir-
ainia Politics (1913); T, H. enton, Thirty Viars®
Fiew, vol, T1 (1856), J. P. Kennedy, Momoirs of the
Life of William Wirt (1849), I, 390; Niles' National

1257
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Upshur

Register, Sept. 18, 1841, Feb. 12, 26, 1842, Mar. 2,
1844 ; L. G. Tyler, The Letters and Times of the Tylers
(2 vols., 1884-85) ; Proc. and Dcbates of the Va, State
Convention of 1829-30 (1830) ; IWm. and Mary Coll.
Quart., Apr. 1895, Oct, 1907, Jan. 1928, Jan. 1931; H.
A. Wise, Scven Decades of the Union (1872), pp. 197—
200; Mary Upshur Sturges, “Abel Parker Upshur,”
Mag. of Am. Hist.,, Sept. 1877; R, G. Adams, "Abel
Parker Upshur,” in S, F. Bemis, The Am. Sccretaries
of State, vol. V (1928); Daily Nat. Intelligencer
(Washington), Feb. 29, 1844.] W.G.B.

UPSHUR, JOHN HENRY (Dec. 5, 1823~
May 30, 1017), naval officer, was born at East-
ville, Northampton County, Va., and had orig-
inally the surname Nottingham, being the son of
Elizabeth Parker (Upshur) and John Evans
Nottingliam. He was a nephew of Abel Parker
Upshur [q.z.] and of Capt. George P. Upshur,
U. S. N,, and perhaps because of these relation-
ships both he and his brother, Dr. George L.
Upshur, were given in childhood their mother’s

~ family name, upon authorization of the Virginia

legislature. After attending the grammar school
connected with the College of William and Mary
(1834-41), he entered the navy, Nov. 4, 1841,
as a midshipman. A Mediterrancan cruise in the
Congress (1842—43) was followed by service
throughout the Mexican War in the sloop St.
Mary's, including duty ashore, Mar, 10-25, 1847,
with the naval battery at the siege of Vera Cruz.
During the next year he attended the United
States Naval Academy, then under the superin-
tendency of his uncle, George P. Upshur, and
graduated as passed midshipman, Aug. 10, 1848,
ranking 17 in his class of 235 members. During
the next decade his chief assignments were in
the Mediterranean Squadron (1849-50), in the
storeship Supply with Perry’s mission to Japan
(1852-35), as flag lieutenant in the Cumberland,
African Squadron (1857-50), and as an instruc-
tor at the Naval Academy (1850-61). In the
Civil War he served in the Mabash at the cap-
ture of Hatteras Inlet, in subsequent operations
in the North Carolina sounds, and at the cap-
ture of Port Royal, Nov, 7, 1861. As senior lieu-
tenant of the I{"abash and one of the officers
commanding gundeck divisions, he could share
considerably in Commander C. R. P. Rodgers’
praise of these officers for handling their divi-
sions at Port Royal “in a manner which illus-
trated the highest power both of men and guns”
(I7ar of the Rebellion: Official Records, Navy,
vol. XTI, p. 267). Made lientenant conmander,
July 16, 1862, he subsequently commanded the
side-wheeler Flambeau in the Charleston block-
ade. In November 1863 Rear Admiral Samuel
Phillips Lee selected him as chief of staff and
commander of the flagship Minnesota, North At-
lantic Blockading Squadron, a position he held

Upton

until September 1864. He was then assigned to
the fast side-wheeler 4. D. Fance, and command-
ed her in both attacks on Fort Fisher, Dec. 23~
25, 1804, and Jan. 13-15, 1865. After the second
action, in which he had charge of the reserve
division, Admiral David Dixon Porter recom-
mended his advancement, stating that he “was
employed night and day in landing army stores
and guns, and covering the troops” (Ibid., vol.
XT, p. 455). He was made commander, July 23,
1866; captain, Jan. 31, 1872; commodore, July
11, 1880; and rear admiral, Oct. 1, 1884. In
1870 he incurred a court martial and reprimand
for having paid money to an appointee to the
Naval Academy to induce the latter’s with-
drawal in favor of his son. There were, how-
ever, many extenuating circumstances, and it
was testified at his trial that he was “in all mat-
ters of duty even fastidiously particular” (House
Executive Docianent, post, p. 15). His later sea
commands included the Frolic in the Mediter-
ranean (1865-67), the Pensacola and afterwards
the Brooklyn in South American waters (1873~
76), and the Pacific Squadron (1884-85). He
was a member of the Board of Inspectors (1877-
80) and, after a year’s leave in Europe, com-
mandant of the Brooklyn navy yard (1882-84).

On June 1, 1883, he retired, and made his sub-
sequent home in Washington, D, C. Here he
lived until his ninety-fourth year, a well-known
figure at the Metropolitan Club, in full posses-
sion of his faculties to the last, and highly re-
spected not only for his long and notable serv-
ice but for his southern charm of manner (he
was called “the Chesterfield of the Navy"), his
keen mind, and his strict standards of conduct.
His burial was in Arlington. By his first mar-
riage in 1831 to Kate, daughter of Capt. Wil-
liam G. and America (Peter) Williams, and
great-grand-daughter of Martha Washington, he
had two sons and two daughters. He was mar-
ried, second, to Agnes (Maxwell), widow of
Philip Kearny [g.2.], who died July 2, 1917.

[L. G. Tyler, in William and Mary Coll. Quart.;
Apr. 1895; Who's Who in America, 1916-17; L, R,

Hamersly, The Records of Living Officers of the U. S, -

Navy and Marine Corps (1902 ed.) ; Memotr and Cor-
respondence of Charles Steedman (1g912), ed, by A, L.
Mason; IWar of the Rebellion: Official Records
(Nawvy); House FEvee. Doc. 308, 41 Cong., 2 Sess,
which contains the proceedings at Upshur’s court mar-
tinl; Personnel Files, Navy Dept. Lib.; Sea Power,
July 1917; Army and Navy Jour., June 2, 1917 ; obit-
uvary in Evening Star (Washington, D. C.), May 31,
1917.] A W—t,

UPTON, EMORY (Aug. 27, 1839-Mar. 15,
1881), soldier, tactician, author, was born on a
farm west of Batavia, N. Y., the tenth child and
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CAPE CHARLES

(
.YRE HALL

Y% miles north of Cheriton. Turn west off Route
3, follow arrows one mile.

'YREVILLE
oproximately 2% miles north of Cherlton Turn
est off Route 13 onte Route 633.

AK GROVE

urn west at Bastville. Follow to center of town.
urn north and one mile north of Bastville turn
est on Route 630, follow arrows 2% miles to en-
‘ance, .

RY STAL PALACE

‘rom Route 13 turn west at blinker light in Nas-
awadox on Route GU6. At first cross road turn-left
n Route 618 to Franktown (approximately 1%
siles from Route 1 to Franktown).

oo ';FRAN / @‘ ——.
vzg””wwm

CHERITON

’
CHESAPEAKE BAY
BRIDGE-TUNNEL

]

' MachIPONGO

- . asee®
4 easenecct?
esevesene

assocpoee

KIPTOPEKE

MT. PLEASANT

Turn west from Route 13 at Belle Haven (Routa
181) and then onto Route 178. Follow Route 178

. and arrows about 2% miles to entrance.

THE HERMITAGE

Turn west from Route 13 at Belle Haven (Route
181) and then onto Route 178. Follow Route 178 to
Route 613 (3% miles approximately), turn left onto
Route 613, then nght onto Route 615, Follow ar-

- Trows,

HOLLYBROOK

Turn west from Keller off Route 13 onte Route 180.
Turn right at first road (1404) to Route 620, Fol-
low Route 620 and arrows to entrance,
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April 24, 25, 1969

Court House
Clerk’s Office
Debtor’s Prison
Christ Episcopal Church

'GULF STREAM
Procced from Route 13 to Wachapreague.. Follow
arrows.

HOPKINS WHARF MUSEUM

Turn west from Route 13 onto Roule 179 and pro-

_.ceed one mile to Onancock. Located at foot of Mar-
ket Street and at head of Onancock Creck. Follow
arrovs.

SEVEN GABLES
Turn cast from Route 13 to Accomac. Follow ar-
TOWS. .

DRUMMONDS MILL FARM
Turn west from Route 13 .to Cr"e'wush (Route
764). Follow arrows about 1'2 miles.
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at The Hermitage

By Amine C, Kellam

Not everyone who restores an

" old house is so pleasantly sur-

prised as was Mrs. Charles
Mountcastle of the Hermitage,
Under a layer of late 19th-cen-
tury wallpaper not one but two
documentary 18th-century wall-

papers were found, Their discov-:

ery was made by Mr. and Mrs,

) hn A. Upsh who in 1954
were maRIg Trequent trips from

williamshurg to the Shore. Mr.
Upshur’s many years spent with
the Restoration hadincreasedhis
interest in old houses; they had:
thoughts of restoring an 18th- cen-
tury house If they could fine one
which appealed to them, (Later
they did this at Drummonds Mill.)
In their wanderings off the beaten
paths, they came to the Her-
mitage, a neglected old house

suffering from dust, trash, and

mildew, located in the middle of
a potato fleld.

They were quickly aware of the
peauty and dignity of this aban-
doned place; they noted with in-
terest its beautiful hand carv-
ing and its wide swinging doors.
Both were attracted to the wall-
paper In the drawing room,
hanging, as Mr. Upshur now says,
«tin festoons from the sidewalls.”
The design appealed to Mrs. Up-
shur, and they took a sample
back to williamsburg. Closer ex~
amination revealed that there

~ were three thicknesses of paper
and that pieces of plaster were
adhering firmly to the back of

- the underneath paper, They noted

that this was a handmade paper
clearly showing laid and chain
marks, The great problem was
to remove each of the layers
without destroying the treasure
they now knew lay underneath,
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ors. Mr. Upshur had the honor of!
naming the paper and selected
¢Hermit’s Choice.”” The sec~

Floral,”” but as of now, this

Hamsburg collection. With the
restoration of the Hermitage by
Mrs. Mountcastle, Hermit’s
Choice, in its reproduced form,
went back on the walls from
which it originally came,

Kopw Place

Andne O, Keliam

ond he named ¢Eastern Shore f ée

one remains only in the wil- -
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The mansion type cottage,
which the Hermitage ls, de-
scribes a rare type of architec-
ture. In seeming contradiction,
once seen the characterization
is easily understood. The whys
require imagination. Perhapsthe
great fireplaces could heat the
downstairs mansion; the bed-
rooms upstairs needed to be

small and cosy for protection .

against the wlnter‘yvlnds off Crad-

ermillage |




. design witl the passing years and

Mr. Up: .1 explalins that docu-
mentiry japers are difficult to
come by, They lose color and

truly ¢fade away.’’ Moisture and
mildew talic their toll, Withgreat
care, the Upshurs removed the
two layer: of paper and saw the
old come to life., The geometric
design (unusual for the period
when florals were more popu-
lar) was clear and crisp. The
colors had retained their origi-
nal strength, a combination of
mustard, oif-white, black and
tangerine.

The Curator of Colonial wil-
liamsburg arreed that an 18th-
century documentary had truly
been found, and he was very
curious abuut the middle layer
of paper, another possible 18th-
centﬁg}v documentary. Soon
therealter, :he Cooper Union Mu-
suem of lew York, a leading
ar*hority cn textiles and antique
v (lpapcrs, authenticated the
tindings, <l Colonial williams-
burg acce:-:d the gift of both
documents as additions to its
collection=,

The geci.otric design was re-
produced for Colonial williams-
-burg in a choice of three col-

Koo Phlice

Amine C, Kellam

Kerr Place, home of The East-
ern Shore Historical Society, is
one of the Eastern Shore’s out-
standing eighteenth century homes
The house, built in 1799 by John
Shepherd Kerr of Cessford, Scot-
land, is a splendid example of
Georgian architecture. Neither
time nor money was spared in
its construction, as is evidenced
by walls which are twofeet thick,
and by the elaborate woodwork
inside and out, The bricks on
the front of the house were
brought from England; the bricks
on the back were made on the
property by slave labor,

On the mantel in the library
is a plastic pineapple, the only
example of that symbol of wel-
come to be found on.the Eastern
Shore., Dogwood appears fre-
quently in the carving, and the
cornices, mantels and window
framing have elaborate designs

of the period. The door frame is
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% 1. M 5
.",’2’ -2k 1"y 5o

TRE LI TERTE

hand-carved as is the cornice
under the eaves., With the facade
projecting from the central part
of the two-story section, the en-
trance is impressive.

The two story Georgian brick
house, with its great hall stretch-
ing across the central front sec-
tion and its stairway forming a
gallery on the second floor, pass-
ed through several ownerships
before it was inherited by the
granddaughters of George W,
Powell in 1872, It was purchased
by the Historical Society in 1960
to be used as a perinanent Mu-
seum, ' ;

o S

(5)

dock Creek. In the downstairs

rooms are the lofty ceilings and

the exquisitely simple paneling
of the great house. The una-
dorned small bedrooms with
dormenwindows and cuddies be-
neath the low pitched ceilings
are in the cottage style of the
second floors of the charming
story-and-a-half houses,

The wide center cross hall
has broad, heavy heart pine bat-
ten doors, and the paneled wains-
coting which is used elsewhere
downstairs. The graceful stair-
way with its open stairwell is
enchanting when looking either up
or down. In the parlor on the
north end is woodwork unique on
the Shore; the deep carved double
cornice is unbelievably hand-
some; the fireplace and the panel
above it feature an eared treat-
ment, as do the chimney cup-
boards on both sides. The wains-
coting follows the pattern of the
nall, and is also that of the din-
ing room where the off-center
fireplace and overmantel panel-
ing match that of the kitchen
beyond., In simple elegance the
south end might well be one and
the same paneled wall, Much
.of the hardware is original, and
though for many of its vacant
years, before restoration, the
Hermitage had been used oaly
for the storage of potatoes, no
part of this magnificent wood-
work had been lost except one
stair spindle.

With an oriental flavor {rom
Japanese scrolls, prints, por-
celains and- teak, the charming
interior is completed with fam-
ily furnilure, silver and cop-
per. The very early pine hunt
board and waterford chandelier
in the dining room are beaut-
ies,

Of great distinction is the wall-
paper in the lower and upper
halls, It'is the Hermitage's own,
for this i8th-century wallpaper
was discovered in the parlor and
has been reproduced by the wil-
liamsburg Restoration. Its geo-
metrie pattern is unusual for the
period. Complementing it is a

handmade silk screen geometric
paper in the small bathroom,

Edmund Bayley, the presump-
tive builder of the Hermitage,
about 1777, saw to it that the ex-
terior trim of the house was
as beautifully detalled as the
interior, with hand earved eaves
and pediments repeating on a
larger scale the pattern of the
parlor cornice. There are two
brick ends with semi-outside
chimneys. In the gable the glazed
headers are all in rows paral-
lel to the roof, thus producing a
herring hone pattern, Old pho-
tographs show the traditional col-
onnade connecting with the quar-
ter kitchen; though the colon-~
nade has disappeared, the re-
stored kitchen is now a complete
guest house connected by door-
yard gardens with brick walks
and a small terrace. The picket
fence encloses the residential
area beyond which are extensive
meadows with old trees, a join-
ing here of the land with the
headwaters of Craddock Creek,

Full of legend, for the Hermi-
tage hasits ownghost, and beauty,
this mansion in miniature has
had care and attention given to
its restoration and rejuvenation
by Mrs. Charles Mounteastie,

the owner.

R
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Oak

Oak Grove Plantation is ap-
proached through a long lane of
old ash trees, At the end of the
drive stands the white clap board
house which has the charm of
varying roof lines, the resuit of
several different periods of con-
struction,

The site is on Mattawaman
Creek in Old Town Neck, near
Eastvilla, This is part of the
original gift of 3700 acres made
by Debedeavon, the ¢Laughing
King’* of the local Indies, to Sir
George Yardley, CaptainGeneral
and Gevernor of Virginia, in
1621. The patent of .land was
recorded in London in 1625, The
present tract of 172 acres has

been in:act since 1792. Of these
approximately 40 acres are in
landscaped garden, drivewayand
approaches. b

Both the name of the creek
ant the name of the neck have

indlan ¢onnotation, Matieaman
Mat- Wt
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toones, meaning a road ¢coming
down from the North” in refer-
ence to the Indian Vvillage; Old
Town was the name designating
the site of this village from
which the Indians were removed
to satisfy Yardley after he came
into possession of the land.

The fenced-in garden has sur-
passed its original plan but every
effort has been made to keep it

old box bushes, crape myrtles
and roses were kept and to these

ing varieties of colorful plants,
including a bird ofparadise bush,
some flowering pomegranates and

toration of the garden in 1942 by
former owners professional help
was used but the pleasing result

natural beauty rather than being
overly exact.

b T R
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parts; the dates of construction|brick foundation and cellar,
spanning the hundred years from} From the rear of the house|atmosphere for over two cen-
1735 to the 1850's. Throughoutithere is a fine view over the|turies, It was made beautiful by
there is excellent woodwork andjgarden to the creek as it flows|nature and nurtured by the gen-
paneling and the cornices arelinto the Chesapeake Bay. Oak|erations of owners.

unusually deep. Two finely de-
tailed mantels are in the living
room and the library mantel
jeatures a carved sunburst. The
furnishings are family heirlocms

of the owners, Mr. and Mrs.J,
Edward Johnston, Jr., and care-
fully selected antiques. Of par-
ticular interest are the Hepple-
white dining room table from the
Skipworth family of Prestwould
in Mecklenburg County, Virginia,

like one of Colonial days. The| and the cherry poster bed which

is said to have been made for
Charles Carroll of Carrollton

have been added many interest-lfrom trees on his estate. These

are enhanced by fine oil paint-

ings, old Oriental rugs and
lobjects d'art, In the dining room

Kentucky coffee trees.Inares-ion. ceos waterford glass and

antique silver. The well-filled

nolia tree each taller than the
house itself. Nearby are two

The house blends happily withldependencies,.anold smaoke house
setting. It is built in threeland an overseer's office ith a

Tt ‘I" 1 wlb 3
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Grove has gaihered -charm ard ~

iibrary glows with the warmth _
of old books, At the end of each
was achieved by striving for|wing stands a tall, stately mag-

Mantel and Fireplace at Ouk Grove

Y Ed



Baltimore, direct descendants ofjthe house, in quiet company with

the builder.

is approached through brick and

other evergreen trees and

From the entrance porch, white
marble steps lead to.a cross
hall, which contains fine panel-

. The house, one of generous|shrubs, are numbers of box trees,
‘and pleasing proportions, is in al yew, magnolia and bay.
p ﬁwe - a - remarkable state of preserva-
% . - tion, Built of white clapboard, it
- ) W

picket entrance gates down A
long lane of crape myrtle and

ing and scenic wall paper in an
old French block print desigr

-cedar trees,Finelydetailed fenc-{produced by duFour in 1816, The

rhe tradition of hospitality atjby william Berkeley in 1662, ip -

i .ing encloses the house, de-|paper, recently repaired and re-
re Hall is the tradition ofiThe oldest part of the house was pendencies, garden, and gr’ave- placeé upon properly restored
» family, for the property has |y 11t about 1750 by LittletonEyre.{yard, and frames a charming|walls by experts [rom the Metro-

:n owned and °c°“pi_‘*’d by suc-{ronn Eyre made additions injpicture of serene country living
eding generations of Eyresi;ggq and today the estate Islagainst
ce the land was paiented {0jayned by Miss Mary Eyre Bald-|Cherrystone Creek. In the old
i, Thomas, ang Davlel Eyre|win and Mr. Furlong Baldwin of

politan Museum in New York, is
the background offin jlawless condition and makes
: the hall a fitting prelude to the
hoxwood garden at the rear ofipther rooms, which are main-

tained in similar authenticityand
good taste.

East of the hall are the parlor
and library, also generously
paneled. Over the mantel in each
room is a portrait of Severn
Eyre, member of the Virginia
House of Burgesses who inherited
the property in 1766; one of these
is by sully and the other by the
younger Hessellus. There is an-
other Sully portrait at Eyreliall,
‘that of John Eyre, whowasowner
of the property for approximate-
ly 70 years.

Throughout the house are no-
table examples of Queen Anne,
Chippendale, and Hepplewhite
furniture. In the dining room lis
a set of Chinese Export-china,
which was made in England es-

pecially for the family, sent to

china to be decorated, and de-
livered directly to Eyre Hall in
a sailing vessel, Also in the din-
ing room is a large siiver bowl
called the ¢ Morningstar Bowl”
after a favorite horse, Morning--
star won a race in 1672 and ¢id

it so magnificently that his own-.

er filled the bowl withchampagne
and presented it to the winner,

- who is supposed to have quaffed

it with relish,
Gold brocade curtains, made
for General Lafayette's visit to

. the home of a kinsman in Nor-

folk, hang at the parlor win-
dows, and there are other equal-
ly intriguing stories about the
many family heirlooms which
furnish this handsome old house

In spite of such meticulous
preservation of antiques, therels
nothing of 2 museum atmosphere
about Eyre Hall. It is a home
loved and lovingly kept, and 2
visit here iS certain to provide
a happy reunion with the past.
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Drummonds Miil Farm, pat-
ented in 1666, is picturesquely
situated between two ancient
millponds which form the head
waters of Hunting Creek, The
old house on the property was
built during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centurles; the west
portion Is pre-Revolutionary and
the main section was completed
in 1820 Ly Tohn V Racwall Naco
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straightforward, typical of East-
ernShore architecture from early
colonial days to mid-nineteenth
century, It is of frame construe-
tion with btrick ends, tall chim-
neys, small dormers and gable
roofs at varying levels; allare of
fine scale and proportion. Al-
though the house has been care-

particularly fine hand-carved
parlor mantel,

Interesting andappropriate an-
tique furnishings are used
throughout the house. Of special
interest 2are a rare portrait of
Sir Christopher wren, Tibetan
rugs, a mule foot tavern table,

of a tract, known as Drake’s
Neck, which was patentedto Rich-
ard Hill in-1666. william willet,
“County Miller,”’ began the op-
eration of a mill here in 1678,
and the mill property descended
through several generations of
his family.Subsequent owners in-
cluded John "R, Drummond, a

fully restored by -the present

Awnare My anAd AMre Tahn A

and a Chippendale desk made on

tho Racinrm OhAwra el Al corm s saem asm

descendant of the original pat-
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gest the many activities carried
on in earlier days. Saw and grist
mills were operated here from
1678 to 1937 and there wie a
smith’s shop on the premi: s
as early as 1719, An early ninec-
teenth-century crossroads store
was operated on the property and
a cobbler shop :lid a thriving

business. Barge: came up {unt-

Leary Frosrmanls, b, el mnes. .. mesd



well 'was 3 man of moderate {Upshur, there have beenno major |the propeity of Abel P, Upshur,itinued to be assoclated with the|take on provisions and luinber,

means anq his home reflects both |architectural changes in more |Secretary
‘nis moaest circumstances and his {than a hundred years, The main | dent Tyler.

excellent taste, ;

section contains all the old heart-

The house is simple ) andpine floors and woodwork, with a

/ee.i-fora fion

of Drummonds Mill Farm

-Eleanor W, and John A, Upshur

As the car rounded a bend in
the road, the morning sun shone

" brightly on the brick end of an

¢ld story-and-a-half house stand--
iny in the field of dry, brown
soy beans, Although time and
weather had removed many
bricks from the tops of the chim-

nevs, they still stood tall and

slim and the clumsy lines of a
modern porch could not alto-
gether obscure the essentially
fine proportions of the little
house, For-several years we had
been searching for an early
house, small and of sufficient
architectural merit to justify
restoration, and our first glimpse
of Drummonds Mill Farm sug-
gested that perhaps our search
had ended,

We turned in the deeply rutted
drive, parked the car under one
of the storm-torn trees, and with
trepidation prepared to make a
closer inspection of the house
which already had charmed us
from a distance,

Because the dwelling had al-
ways been occupied until a short
time before we saw it, the house
had been closed to the elements

“and untouched by vandals, It re-

tained most of the original floor-
ing, the mantels and woodwork,
all in relatively good condition,
but as it had been tenanted out
for more than a hundred years
at minuscule rental, there had

- been no modern improvements,

a0 electricity, no water and of
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course no heat. The interior
more than confirmed the first
impression of good architectural
features and considerable charm,
but even a cursory inspection
indicated the necessity for ma-
jor restoration,

Before restoration could be
undertaken, it was necessary to
formulate some fairly definite
plans, To this we devoted many
weeks of thought, study, discus-
sion and revision, Our “blue
prints’ were strictly do-it-your-
self, two sets of measureddraw-
ings showing before and after
restoration elevations and floor
plans of the entire house, These
amateur drawings, showing new
partitions where necessary,
heating, plumbing and electrical
layouts gave the guidelines for
our restoration with specific de-
tajls to be determined on the
job,

Our decision to remove all
the cracked and crumbling plas-
ter rather than attempt to patch

'
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of State under Presi-

Drummonds Mill Farm is part monds Mill Farm does not sug- Accomac,

and preserve it was sound in-
deed for not only did it give an
opportunity to inspect thorough-
ly the inner structural parts of
the house but also made possi-
ble the ‘ncorporation of snug
modern insulation, Before turn-
ing the house over to workmen,
we ourselves with crow-barsand
brute strength ripped out all the
old plaster and hand-riven laths
and in the process pulled out
more than 10,000 handmade nails},

For the next several months
under our constant supervision
masons worked at repairing and
rebuilding chimneys and hearths,
installing dampers, repairing and
renewing foundation brickwork
where necessary, reinforcing
foundations below the frost line
and deepening the celiar to ac-
commodate a heating plant,

Next we were ready for the
carpenters who were to work
under the direction of the
patriarch of Eastern Shcve

SR

property.

Here, too, carts were loaded to
haul supplies over the old Mar-

The present quietude of Drum-|ket Road to Drummeondtown, now

Cropper. For more than sixty ol
his eighty-odd years Mr, Crop-
per had known, loved and worked
on old homes on Virginia’s East-
ern Shore and we considered
ourselves most fortunate to have
secured his services.

For the next six months Mr,
Cropper and his crew of skilled
carpenters worked at Drum-
monds Mill Farm, co-ordinating
their work with plumbing, heat-
ing, plastering and electricsal in-
stallation. Each day we, too, were
on the job ready to lend a hand
physically or to make decisions,
spending our {ree time studying
the many interesting artifacts
uncovered as the workprogress-
ed - several ancjent coins, num-
bers of early bottles, lost keys
and discarded locks, assorted
old hardware, and many, many
fragments of old china and pot-
tery.

We had decided that we our-

builders, Mr, John Tankayl

(4

selves would undertake the in-
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terior painting and as the work-
‘men vacated an area we -ook
over with brush and pail, using
documentary colonial paint col-
ors, Later when wallpapers
\were applied in some rooms,
reproductions of authentic eizht-
teenth-century papers were used,
one being the replica of one which
we found on the Eastern Shora
and had copied as a Colonial
Willlamsburg Reprdoduction,

When restoration of the house
had finally been completed, much
work was necessary to improve
the setting, Drummonds Mill, the
crossroads store and the fce
house remembered by elderly
residents of the area and the
Smith’s Shop mentioned in the
1719 will of William Willet, Coun-
ty Millar, have not been recon-
structed. However, the barn and
old smokehouse have been re-
stored and ‘‘the fence about the
said piece of ground’ (Deed,
Jonathan Willet to Thomas Wise,
 1801) has been replaced, Trees
have been pruned and fed, and
additional trees and shrubs
planted with special emphasis on
native varieties. A portion of the
field, formerly cultivated within
a few feet of the rear of the
house, has been reclaimec¢ as
part of the yard, The encircling
dense thicket which completely
concealed the ancient millponds
from which Drummonds Mill
Farm derives its name has been
cleared to open 2 charming vista
which includes 2 grassy. slope,
framing trees and the calm
waters of the millpond, beauti-
fied in season by extensive col-

onies of water lilies,



2073 Miraval Quinto
Tucson, Arizona 85718
January 3, 1977

Mr, John Andrews Upshur
Drummond®s Mill Farm
Accomack County

Eastern Shore

Virginia

Dear Mr, Upshur:

In pursuit of Upchurch genealogy I recently visited in the home
of Mrs. G, H, West in Durham, N, C. She was kind enough to loan me her
copy of your "Upsur Family in Virginia". This is a fascinating book of
special interest to me because of the posgible common origin of the
Upsur's and Upchurches in England. Mrs, West gave me the impression
that you feel that our two families may have a common origin, Do you

have any recent information on that matter or would you be willing to
speculate on the point? ‘

It would be mice to have a copy of your book for my personal
genealogical library &f it is still available and not too expensive.
Could you let me know about availability and cost?

LE—.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Lpori,

Sincerely yours,

R AP

Robert P. Upchurch
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2073 Miraval Quinto
Tucson, Arizona 85718
January 3, 1977

Mr. John Andrews Upshur
Drummond®’s Mill Farm
Accomack County
Eastern Shore — Reote Z
Virginia 223361

Dear Mr, Upshur:

In pursuit of Upchurch genealogy I recently visited in the home
of Mrs. G. H, West in Durham, N. C, She was kind enough to loan me her
copy of your “Upsur Family in Virginia". This is a fascinating book of
special interest to me because of the posiible common origin of the
Upsur's and Upchurches in England. Mrs. West gave me the impression
that you feel that our two families may have a common origin. Do you
have any recent information on that matter or would you be willing to
speculate on the point?

It would be mice to have a copy of your book for my personal
genealogical library &f it is still available and not too expemnsive.
Could you let me know about availability and cost?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

Robert P. Upchurch
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