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Winship Upchurch   XID – 689 

Commentary:  Winship Upchurch was the son of Sims and the grandson of Moses, head of 
Upchurch Clan 1.  Winship’s service in the Civil War, for both South and North, and his possible 
emigration to Hawaii are subjects worthy of more research. 

Acknowledgements: This biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels of Cary NC.  She is both a 
marvelous contributor to UAFA and a member of the UAFA board.  She is also a noted local 
historian in the Cary area. 

(no  number) Internet Records for the Family of Sims Upchurch - RPU 15 Jun 2011  
I. Moses Upchurch b 1750 (VA)  
married 1772 ( ) Mary Simms  

A. Calorgy U. b 1795 (Franklin Co., NC) (Claise, Clargy) NM  
B. Sims U. b 11 Dec 1808 (Chatham Co., NC) d Apr 1880 (Chatham)  
married (1st) 11 Dec 1832 (Wake Co., NC) Abigail Olive d 1847  
married (2nd) 1850 ( ) Matilda Temples  

1. Parthenia U. b 22 Sep 1833  
2. Quinetta U. (twin) b 27 Jul 1834  
3. Lucetta U. (twin) b 27 Jul 1834  
4. Lewraney U. b 29 Jun 1836 (Laurance)  
5. James Henderson U. b about 1838  
6. Williford U. b about 1841  
7. Winslow U. b about 1842 (Winston)  
8. Winship U. b about 1844  
9. Courtney U. b Sep 1846  
10. Alvania U. b 19 Jul 1848  

NOTE: Sons 5 thru 9 died in the service of the Confederacy. Only James Henderson had 
married. He had issue.  
NOTE: Sims U. supposedly married 23 Dec 1852 (Chatham Co, NC) Tabitha Williams but the 
presence of wife Matilda in the 1860 and 1870 census brings doubt. 

1840 Census, NC – Chatham Co – Sims Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Males Under 5:  1 James Henderson Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Males 15 thru 19: * *Male born 1821 – 1825 – unidentified 
Free White Persons – Males 30 thru 39: 1 Sims Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Males 80 thru 89 1 Moses Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Females Under 5: 3 #2, 3, 4 [in above outline] 
Free White Persons – Females 5 thru 9: 1 Parthenia Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Females 30 thru 39: 1 Abigail Olive  
Free White Persons – Females 40 thru 49: 1 Calorgy Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Females 70 thru 79: 1 Mary Simms 
Slaves – Males Under 10:  1 
Slaves – Females Under 10:  1 
Slaves – Females 24 thru 35:  1 
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Total – All Persons (Free White, Free 
Colored, Slaves): 14 

Persons employed in Agriculture:  2 
No. White Persons over 20 who cannot 

read and write: - 
Free White Persons – Under 20: 6 
Free White Persons – 20 thru 49:  3 
Total Free White Persons:  11 
Total All Persons – Free White, Free 

Colored, Slaves: 14 

1850 Census – NC, Chatham Co, Lower Regiment
Name born about age
Sinas Upchurch [Sims] 1808 42 NC farmer, $2700
Parthing Upchurch 1834 16 NC
Laurance Upchurch 1837 13 NC
James H Upchurch 1839 11 NC
Williford Upchurch 1841 9 NC
Winslow Upchurch 1842 8 NC
Winship Upchurch 1844 6 NC
Courtney Upchurch 1846 4 NC
Alvany Upchurch 1849 1 NC
Claise Upchurch 1795 55 NC
Joseph Lawrence 1801 49 NC laborer
Mossie Upchurch [Moses] 1750 100 VA
Quinta Upchurch [twin] 1835 15 NC
Lucilla Upchurch [twin] 1835 15 NC

1860 Census – NC, Chatham Co, Eastern District – Grove PO
Name born about age
Sinn Upchurch [Sims] 1808 52 farmer, $4500/ 8000
Matilda Upchurch 1808 52
Willerford Upchurch 1841 19
Winston Upchurch 1843 17
Winship Upchurch 1845 15
Cortney Upchurch 1841 19
Alvany Upchurch 1849 11
Clargy Upchurch 1800 60
Sally Davis 1837 23
Alfred Waldin 1837 23 laborer
John Jeffers 1836 24 laborer
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1870 Census – NC, Chatham Co, Eastern District – Grove PO
Name born about age
Sims Upchurch 1807 63 farmer, $3100/ 1500
Matilda Upchurch 1807 63
Courtney Upchurch 1846 24
Alvany Upchurch 1848 22

(no number) Item in letter 7 Sep 2007 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 
NC CSA Soldiers and Sailors 
[The original biofile contains the names of 65 men. Listed below is the one who is featured in 
this biofile – CJM 16 Nov 2020] 

73. Upchurch, Winship Confederate Infantry 6th Regiment, North Carolina   
Infantry 

(no number) Book: The Upchurch Family of High Falls, NC (Moore Co.) Page 66  
I. Moses U. - Head of Clan  

A. Sims Upchurch 
6 Simms Upchurch: b: 11 Dec 1808 Chatham County, North Carolina d: Apr 1880 in 
Williams, Chatham County, North Carolina 
+Maiden 

7 [2] Winship Upchurch b: 1844 in Chatham County, NC, USA 
7 James Henderson Upchurch d: 1863 
7 Winslow Upchurch b: 1842 
7 Wiliford Upchurch b: 1841 
*2nd Wife of Simms Upchurch:  
+Tabitha Williams b: 1810 m: 23 Dec 1852 d: 1860 
*3rd Wife of Simms Upchurch: 
+Matilda Temples b: 1808 in North Carolina m: 1850 in Wake, NC, USA d: in  
NC, USA 
*4th Wife of Simms Upchurch: b: 1810 m: 11 Dec 1832 in Wake, NC, USA d:  
1847 in Chatham, NC, USA 
+Abigail Olive born 1810 married 11 Dec 1832 in Wake, NC, USA, died 1847 in  
Chatham, NC, USA 
7 Partheny Upchurch b: 1833 in Wake County, North Carolina 
7 Lucetta Upchurch b: 1835 in Wake County, North Carolina 
7 Quinetta Upchurch b: 1835 in Wake County, North Carolina 
+Joseph Bell Lasater b: 1830 m: 15 Jan 1852 in Chatham, NC, USA d: 30 Aug  
1861 

8 Minerva Lasater b: 1853 in Chatham County, North Carolina 
8 Abby C. Lasater b: 1854 in Chatham County, North Carolina 
8 John S. Lasater b: 17 Mar 1856 in Chatham County, North Carolina d:  
07 Aug 1918 in Durham, NC, USA 
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+Theodica Council b: 1858 in North Carolina m: 1878 d: Bef. 1910 in  
Durham, Durham County, North Carolina 

9 Leo Dexter Lasater b: Jul 1879 in Williams, Chatham County,  
North Carolina 
9 Joseph M. Lasater b: May 1882 
9 Annie P. Lasater b: Nov 1888 
9 Ella G. Lasater b: 1901 

*2nd Wife of John S. Lasater 
+Lee H. b: 1865 in North Carolina m: 1908 in Durham, North Carolina 
[Not 2nd wife of JSL – rather is 2nd husband [Lee Hawkins  
8 Rebecca Lasater b: Mar 1858 in Chatham County, North Carolina d: 17  
Dec 1938 in Durham, North Carolina  
+Joseph P. Lawrence b: Nov 1854 in North Carolina d: 05 Feb 1938  
Durham, North Carolina 

9 Nora D. Lawrence b: Nov 1879 in Durham, Durham County,  
North Carolina 
9 Clara V. Lawrence b: May 1883 in Durham, Durham County,  
North Carolina 
9 James Thurmon Lawrence b: 26 Jul 1888 in Durham, Durham  
County, North Carolina d: 10 Dec 1938 in Durham, North Carolina 
9 Leslie Erbon Lawrence b: 03 Jan 1893 in Durham, Durham  
County, North Carolina d: 24 Oct 1952 in North Carolina  

8 Lenora A. Lasater b: 1860 in Chatham County, North Carolina d: 12  
Nov 1943 in Durham, North Carolina 

7 Laurana Lurany Upchurch b: 1836 in North Carolina 
+Albert C. Council b: 1833 in North Carolina 
7 James A. Upchurch b: 1838 in Wake County, North Carolina 
7 Willoford Upchurch b: 1840 in Wake County, North Carolina 
7 Winslow Winston Upchurch b: 1842 in Wake County, North Carolina 
7 [2] Winship Upchurch b: 1844 in Chatham Cty, NC, USA 
7 Courtney Upchurch b: 1845 in Wake County, North Carolina 
7 Alvaney Upchurch b: 1847 in Wake County, North Carolina 

(no number) Civil War 1861 – 1865 – Company I, 6th Regiment – NC State Troops
See RPU War Records for complete article as published in Wake Treasures, Vol 9, No 2, 
Summer/ Fall 1999, Pages 41 – 57. 
Many participants were from Wake Co, NC and nearby counties so the article has been 
extensively extracted for RPU biofiles. 

Details Re: Co I 
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(no number) From email 10 Dec 2010 Ann Pie to RPU 
[Re: Winship Upchurch’s Civil War Service. – CJM 16 Nov 2020] 

(4) continued 
Butternut Press, Inc. 1987 Page 431 
“Upchurch, Winship, Private. Born in Chatham County and resided as a farmer prior to 
enlistment in Wake County at age 17, May 28, 1861 for the war. Captured at Rappahannock 
Station, VA November 7, 1863 and confined at Point Lookout, MD where he joined the US 
Service February 17, 1864. Mustered into Company E, 1st Regiment US Volunteers at Norfolk, 
VA May 1, 1864 for three years. Deserted near Fort Benton, Montana Territory, July 3, 1865. 



6 

(1) Winship Upchurch was son of Sims and Abigail (Olive) Upchurch and grandson of Moses 
Upchurch (28). 

(2) See Census Chatham Co, NC – extract by RPU 
1850 Winship Upchurch  age 6 M is in home of Sims Upchurch 
1860 Winship Upchurch  age 15 M is in home of Sims Upchurch 
1870 No Winship in home of Sims Upchurch 

(3) See biofile of Sims Upchurch – entry 12 Nov 1987 
Winship Upchurch born circa 1844 served in CSA, did not return. Presumed MIA. 

(4) From letter 30 Jul 1989 Vicki Marie Barefoot to RPU 
Winship Upchurch Co I, 6 NC Infantry Pvt/ Pvt 

Enlisted 28 May 1861  age 17, volunteers  
20 Jun – 31 Aug 1861  “Absent sick on furlough dated 28 Aug for 20 days by 
order Gen Johnson  
Sep – Oct 1861  “Absent, sick leave for 20 days from 28 Aug by command  

of General Johnson & extended to 16 Oct. Is now at  
Williams Mills, NC 

Nov & Dec 1861 present 
Jan & Feb 1862 present 
Mar & Apr 1862 present 
1 May – 31 Oct 1862  present 
Nov & Dec 1862 present, sick 
Jan & Feb 1863 present 
1 Mar – 11 May 1863  present 

(list continues below) 
11 May – 31 Aug 1863 present 
Sep & Oct 1863 present 
Nov & Dec 1863 absent – “prisoner since 7 Nov 1863, captured at   

Rappahannock, Va on 7 Nov 1863. Prisoner of War at  
Point Lookout, MD – arrived 11 Nov 1863 

“… released on taking the Oath of Allegiance and joining the United States Service during the 
month of February, 1864.” 
Joined the Army from The Bloody Sixth: The Sixth North Carolina Regiment Confederate States 
of America by Richard Iobst and Louis Manarin – Gaithersburg, MD) 
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(no number)  
Subject: Re: Upchurch website 
From: Jay Buck <jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org> 
Date: Tue, Nov 06, 2018 9:33 am 
To: Gettis Upchurch <gettisupchurch@carolina.rr.com> 
cc: Phil Upchurch <phil@upchurchstory.com>, Michael Upchurch 
<mlupchurch28@yahoo.com>,  maperry45@yahoo.com, rebeljohn@netzero.net, 
sdterry@ncsu.edu 

Hi All 
We are looking into the possibility that Winship fathered a child while in Hawaii. James 
Upchurch (1878 – 1957) had a father born in the US and a Hawaiian mother. 

Jay 

On Mon, Nov 5, 2018 at 7:03 PM Gettis Upchurch <gettisupchurch@carolina.rr.com> wrote: 
Phil, 
You failed to mention that Winship was a traitor to the Confederacy, having switched sides at 
Point Lookout Prison Camp. He even deserted the Union Army near Fort Benton, Montana. I can 
understand after he was sent to Leavenworth Federal Prison, that he didn’t want to show his face 
in the “Old North State” for quite a while. Who ever wrote that newspaper article didn’t have a 
clue about Winship. His two brothers survived the war after having served honorably, but 
Winship didn’t cover himself or his family with glory. Hope you do not waste much time on 
Winship. 

Gettis 
Sent from my iPhone 

On Nov 5, 2018, at 5:27 PM, <phil@upchurchstory.com>, <phil@upchurchstory.com>, wrote: 

Hi Michael, 
I write for several reasons. First, I would like to inquire about your health. Hopefully, your 
medical situation has improved. 
Second, I inquire about the extent that you are engaged in helping create the Moses Upchurch 
Legacy Tree. Several people are helping and we are anxious to have it completed. 
Thirdly, I write to ask your advice about adding a military section to our resource component on 
our website. The exact structure of this section is yet to be determined but I presume there would 
be a sub-section for each war. Maybe for the Civil War there would be separate parts for the 
North and South. 
Knowing of your deep interest in the CSA I ask for any input you may have and inquire about 
your interest in helping to create new entries. I was stimulated to think about this when Jay Buck 
recently uncovered the attached 1885 newspaper article showing Winship Upchurch went to 
Hawaii for 20 years after the Civil War. I thought he was among the 4 or 5 sons of Sims 
Upchurch that died. 


