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Samuel Upchurch  XID – 4129 

Commentary: Samuel Upchurch XID 4129 was the son of John III, head of Upchurch Clan 14. 
Samuel Upchurch had a very interesting life which included migrating from Virginia to North 
Carolina, thence to Tennessee and finally Illinois.  Along the way, Samuel found time to 
participate in the War of 1812. This extensive Biofile contains many important details about the 
life of Samuel. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(1) Information from cooperator Eugene H Read letter 5 Apr 76 
Samuel Upchurch born 11 Sep 1772 died 30 Jun 1841 – married Mary Ellen Simmons. She born 
13 Oct 1772, died 18 Dec 1841. Their children 

Sally Upchurch  born 30 Mar 1795 VA 
Rebecca Upchurch born 26 Jan 1976 VA 
David Upchurch born 2 Jul 1797 VA or NC 
John Upchurch  born 12 Oct `798 NC  

was great grandfather who married Catherine (Caty) Johnson in  
Wilson Co, TN in 1821. John died in 1844, probably in Gallatin  
Co, IL 

Before 1798 Samuel & wife Mary Ellen (Simmons) Upchurch migrated from VA to NC – 
subsequent migration to TN is suspected. 

William Upchurch born 13 Aug 1800 NC or IL 
Mary Upchurch born 8 Aug 1802 NC or IL 
Susannah Upchurch born 26 Nov 1804 NC or IL 
Nancy Upchurch  born 10 Jul 1806 NC or IL 
Thomas Upchurch born 15 Oct 1809 NC or IL 
Jonathan Upchurch born 1 Oct 1811 NC or IL 
Elizabeth Upchurch born 30 Nov 1814 NC or IL 
James Upchurch born 20 May 1816 NC or IL 

Eugene H Read’s 2nd great grandfather was John Upchurch as listed above. 

John Upchurch (born 12 Oct 1798)  married Catherine Johnson 

Mary Jane Upchurch – great grandmother of Eugene H Reed 

married Edmund Read 

Lavina Upchurch married Joseph Read, brother of Edmund Reed 
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(2) Info from cooperator Mrs John C (Etta H) Upchurch – received 24 May 75 
Gives much info confirming (1) above + - Samuel and Mary Ellen (Simmons) Upchurch buried 
at Bethel Creek Cemetery, Raleigh, Illinois. Monument at her grave. They came from NC to 
southern Illinois in covered wagon. 
David (born 2 Jul 1797) died 1855 in Galatia, IL; William born 13 Aug 1800 in NC. Thomas 
Upchurch born 15 Oct 1809 – was great grandfather of Etta’s husband. Thomas Upchurch 
married Polly Davis (from the south). Etta seems to say then son = Joseph C Upchurch married 
Margaret Ann Barton (also from south) & their grandson John C Upchurch was Etta’s husband. 

(3) 1800 Census of NC per Jackson & Teeples 
Census page 310 shows Samuel Upchurch of Rowan Co, NC 
[Note this is the only Samuel listed in NC] 

male female
< 10 0 1
10 – 16 2 0
16 – 24 0 1
26 – 45 1 0
> 45 0 0

0 Slaves 

(4) Belle West letter of 15 Jun 78 to RPU “Ronald G Upchurch & wife Sandra K Upchurch sent 
line Samuel Upchurch born 11 Sep 1772 married Mary Ellen Simmons born 13 Oct 1772 

Thomas L Upchurch born 15 Oct 1807 

Joseph C Upchurch born 1843 

Edith Adeline Upchurch born 1899 
Roger G Upchurch 
Mendota, IL 61342 

(5) Census Chatham Co, NC – extracted by RPU 
1800 – Samuel is listed as head of household – 8 people, 0 slaves 

1 male 26 – 45 [Samuel]
1 female 26 – 45 wife
3 males < 10
2 females < 10
1 female 26 - 45

1830 – A note recorded by RPU “There may be a Samuel Church – could be Upchurch – not copied.” 
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(6) See John Upchurch, III (XID – 157) Head of Clan – for sale of his estate on 17 Sep 175 in 
Chatham Co, NC. At this sale his son Samuel Upchurch bought several items. 

(6) [repeated number – CJM 2 Nov 2020] Copied from (29) for Samuel Upchurch 
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[Note: The following information is provided re the above in a letter 22 May 1987 – Oliver 
Wingate Upchurch to RPU “Indentures = Chatham Co, NC Deed Book M (?) 57. Samuel 
Upchurch Feb 1802 to John Upchurch sum of 150 Spanish mill’d dollars (John Upchurch & 
Stephen Upchurch mentioned. Signed Thomas Williams, William Cottle, Samuel Upchurch
(seal). 
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(7) See letter 20 Jan 1978 Mary Afton Irwin to RPU 
“You will notice on page 159 of her book (Morgan’s) that the connection of Samuel to John (2) 
Upchurch in Chatham Co, NC is actually not proven at all – only by association.” 

None of the children of Samuel Upchurch was born in Virginia – that I found. The first five 
children were born in NC and the remainder in Tennessee. I disagree completely with Ada in 
regard to Samuel being in Bedford Co, VA in 1810. I don’t mean there was not a Samuel there – 
but I don’t think it was my Samuel. In regard to the youngest child of Samuel – Ada insists that 
he is listed in the 1850 Census of Wilson County, TN - - Ture there is a James Upchurch listed as 
dread of a family and about the same age as our James Upchurch – but I think the James 
Upchurch in Wilson County was the son of a Sarah Upchurch listed as head of a family in 1840 
Census of Wilson County with one male in the home age 20/ 30 years. I never could find 
anything at all in Gall – Saline on this youngest child of Samuel and I assumed he was dead. 
After the book (Morgan’s) went to press I finally located a deed filed several years after it was 
made – by the “heirs of Samuel Upchurch” and James was not listed as an heir – so he was dead 
when his father died.” 

(8) See letter received 24 May 1975 by RPU from Etta Harriet Shepherd 
Samuel Upchurch & Mary Ellen Simmons are buried at Bethel Creek Cemetery, Raleigh, IL. 
there is a monument at her grave. They came from NC to southern IL in a covered wagon. They 
came from England of Irish descent.  
Samuel Upchurch born 11 Sep 1772 died 30 Jun 1841 
Mary Ellen Simmons born 13 Oct 1772 died 18 Dec 1841 

(9) Letter 24 Jan 1980 Etta Harriet Shepherd to RPU 
“Samuel Upchurch and his wife Ellen are buried above Raleigh, IL.” 

(10) See letter 18 Jan 1980 Billye Marie Upchurch to RPU 
Billye & Olive Morgan suggest that Billye is descended from Samuel Upchurch, son of John 
Upchurch, III, Head of Clan. Billye suggests that William L Upchurch born 13 Aug 1800, son of 
Samuel Upchurch, was really William Abner Upchurch, her great grandfather. However, she 
only knows for sure her great grandfather was Abner Upchurch born circa 1806 (NC). There is 
some linkage with a Will Jordan who married a Moberly girl and William L Upchurch who 
married a Moberly girl (sisters), also. 

(11) See letter 15 Apr 1980 Billye Marie Upchurch to RPU 
Continuation of idea in (10) 
Samuel Upchurch moved from NC to Lebanon, TN. Abner Upchurch moved from NC to 
Lebanon, Wilson Co, TN about 1824 Abner Upchurch married in TN and his 9 children were 
born there – certainly William born 1837 and Robert born 1838 were born there. 
[Note: In this letter Billye suggests that Gillium Upchurch, rather than Samuel Upchurch, was 
the father of her Abner Upchurch – RPU] 
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(12) See letter 20 Aug 1983 Leta Nelson to RPU 
Samuel Upchurch (XID – 4129) born Brunswick Co, VA married 1793 or 1794 died 20 Jun 
1841 (Gallatin Co, IL) married Mary Ellen Simmons (Sims?) born 13 Oct 1771 (VA) died 16 
Dec 1841 (Gallatin Co, IL) both buried Bethel Creek Cemetery, Saline Co, IL. 

(13) See letter 8 May 1984 Martha Miriam Anderson to RPU 
Samuel Upchurch settled the estate of his father, John Upchurch, III in Chatham Co, NC in 
1810. 

(14) See letter 8 May 1984 Miriam Anderson to RPU 
1800 Census Brunswick Co, VA 

Samuel Upchurch is shown with 3 sons and 2 daughters under 10 
6 Mar 1801   

Samuel Upchurch sells land to his brother john Upchurch Deed Book M, Pages 57 – 58 
1802 Samuel Upchurch arrives in TN (possibly with other relatives) 
1805 Smith Co, TN 

a. Dec 1805 Samuel Upchurch bought items at sale of estate of Robert Bowen, deceased 
b. 23 Nov 1805 – will signed by Samuel Upchurch & his wife Mary 
[shows Samuel Upchurch brought his family to TN] 

Children were born to Samuel and Mary Upchurch in 1802, 1804, 1806, and 1809 in Wilson Co,  
TN. There were 12 children – 4 born in NC, 1 born in 1800 (NC – TN?) (no record) and 7 
born in TN. 

1810 Census, Bedford Co, VA 
Samuel Upchurch lists one male < 10 and 4 daughters under 10. Shortly after the 1810 
Census, Samuel and his family left VA and returned to TN where they had left their older 
children. 

1812 Samuel Upchurch enlisted in the War of 1812 from Wilson Co, TN giving Lebanon, TN 
as his place of residence. He entered on 28 Sep 1814 as a private, volunteer mounted 
gunman under the command of Col Williamson and Capt Ben Williams. 

1818  on 21 Dec 1818 Samuel Upchurch sold land in Wilson Co, TN to Jasper R Ashworth for 
$2000. Samuel Upchurch is leaving TN. 

1820  Gallatin Co, IL Census. Samuel Upchurch was on the census. Several of his children 
remained in TN and married and later joined Samuel Upchurch in IL. 
Samuel Upchurch was the first documented Upchurch in Wilson Co, TN. He returned to 
his birthplace in Brunswick Co, VA in 1810 and then went to Chatham Co, NC. By 1812 
his brother Stephen Upchurch and a Chatham Co, NC neighbor John Pyland had moved 
to Wilson Co, TN also. 
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(15) See letter 17 Mar 1984 Martha Miriam Anderson to RPU 
1810 Samuel Upchurch returns to Chatham Co, NC to sell his father’s land to brother 
John Upchurch. 
1810 – Samuel Upchurch family listed in 1810 Census Chatham Co, NC. 

Stephen Upchurch returns with his brother Samuel Upchurch to TN. All census 
records show 3 of Stephen’s children born NC 1810 or before and beyond that his 
children were  born in TN. 

Just before 1820 Samuel Upchurch moved his family from TN to IL. They are on  
1820 Census in IL. Stephen Upchurch was left as the only Upchurches in Wilson Co, TN. 

(16) See letter 1 Apr 1983 Billye Marie Upchurch to RPU (Summary of all Upchurch land 
transactions at Lebanon, Wilson Co, TN – extract re Samuel Upchurch. 
Samuel Upchurch bought 106 1/2 acres in Wilson Co, TN from Thomas McAlpine of Lincoln 

Co, TN and on 21 Dev 1818 sold it to Jasper Ashwood for $250.00. 
Samuel Upchurch on 14 Nov 1818 bought land from John Henry and Jesse Henry in Wilson 

Co, TN. Acres not stated. 
Samuel Upchurch on 29 Jul 1816 bought land in Wilson Co, TN from Thomas Alpine. 

There is some speculation that Samuel Upchurch was buying this land for his sons, 
some of whom returned to TN from IL, or that he was buying it for his nephew Samuel Abner 
Upchurch, I, son of Stephen Upchurch. 

(14) [Repeated number – CJM 3 Nov 2020] See letter 14 Apr 1989 Billye Marie Upchurch to 
RPU 
The three sons of John Upchurch, III were born as follows:  

John Upchurch  born 1771 
Samuel Upchurch born 1772 
Stephen Upchurch  born 1775 

(17) See letter 7 Mar 1988 James Newman Upchurch to RPU 
This letter contains an attachment written by Robert Franklin Upchurch, a great grandson of 
Samuel Upchurch. He lists the children of Samuel Upchurch and says there were 12 but lists 
only 11. He does not list a James Upchurch (XID – 4328) which is the one for which information 
is also vague otherwise. Robert Franklin Upchurch indicates that he personally knew some of the 
children of Samuel Upchurch. 
“Samuel Upchurch born 11 Sep 1772 died 30 Jun 1841 married 22 Mar 1795 (NC) Mary Ellen 
Simmons born 13 Oct 1772 died 18 Dec 1841. They came to IL about 1812. They were the 
parents of 12 children. 
[Note: Other records show married 1793 which is probably correct since the first child was born 
early 1795 – RPU.] 



13 

(18) See letter 2 Aug 1991 Arieta NMN Snyder to RPU 
From: The Bulletin, Spring 1977 – West-central Kentucky – Family Research Association, PO 
Box 1465, Owensboro, KY 42301 
“Upchurch, Samuel born 1772 VA married Mary Ellen Simmons born 1772 VA. Moved to NC 
then TN then IL. 

(19) See letter 21 May 1994 Arieta NMN Snyder to RPU 
As per TN records Samuel Upchurch and Mary Ellen Sims had children born as follows: 

Susannah Upchurch born 26 Nov 1804 Wilson Co, TN 
Elizabeth Upchurch born 30 Nov 1811 Wilson Co, TN 

[The source of these records is unclear but if valid would place Samuel Upchurch and his 
family in Wilson Co, TN in Nov 1811 and in Nov 1804 – RPU] 

(20) Details on the J H Black painting of the Homestead of Reuben Bramlet called the J Daniel 
Bramlet Farm Home Park, 3 miles west of Eldorado, IL and insight of the Bramlet Cemetery. 
See letter 25 Sep 1994 Deborah Gail Ferguson to RPU for a flyer on the painting. 

Details on the Flyer [added by RPU] 
I. Reuben Bramlet homesteaded the farm circa 1817 upon move KY  IL, died 1844 
married Elizabeth --- --- [Elizabeth Brown] 

[A. Nathan Bramlet XID – 10407] 
[married Mary Rebecca Upchurch, daughter of Samuel Upchurch] [XIDs 4322, 4129] 

*1. J Daniel Bramlet [John Daniel Bramlet, XID – 17302] born 8 Apr 1824 – died 
9 Feb 1915 – (on the painting) 
bought farm from his uncle Coleman Bramlet in 1848 [see “B” below] 
married 1850 Sarena Gates [XID – 17303] 

a. Rosa Bramlet (may be in the painting) [Rosa E Bramlet XID – 17310] 
*b. Meeks H Bramlet (used painting for his book) [Meeks Haley Bramlet  
XID – 17309] 

*successive  *i. Clyde E Bramlet [XID – 25079] 
owners  *(I) Eldon O Bramlet [Eldon Owen Bramlet XID – 25103] 
of the  married Beulah --- ---. Made resources available to restore.  
painting the picture. He died 1971 (Carnie, IL). No issue. 

B. Coleman B Bramlet [Coleman Brown Bramlet XID – 10408] 
[married Susannah Upchurch, daughter of Samuel Upchurch] [XIDs 4323, 4129] 

[1. Thomas B Bramlet] [XID – 17357] 
[a. Henry Coleman Bramlet] [XID – 17358] 

[i. Matthew Montgomery Bramlet] [XID – 31882] 
[great grandfather of Deborah Gail (Ferguson) Dennis] [XID –  
31967] who made the painting available 
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(21) Facts & Findings Vol IV, No 3, Frankfort Area Genealogy Society 
Sent to me by:  
Eugenia A Bedard 
4212 Dauphine Drive 
Austin, TX 78727 
[wrote to her: 17 Feb 1996 – RPU] 

Phil: Thought you’d like to see this. Deb 
Received 16 Feb 1996 – RPU 

[See the original documents below – CJM 3 Nov 2020] 
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(22) See Deed File Re: sale of 80-acre tract by the heirs of Samuel Upchurch (Head of the John 
Upchurch, III/ Samuel Upchurch Sub-clan) in Gallatin co, IL on 30 Sep 1842. The land was 
being sold by the heirs to Thomas L Upchurch, one of the sons of Samuel Upchurch and it was 
necessary for all heirs and spouses to concur. 

Conventional List of the Learned from the Deed 
children of Samuel Upchurch Children #1, 2, 12 not mentioned – hence 

1. Sally Upchurch died before 1806  presumed deceased with no heirs. 
married ( ) Valentine VanHooser  = Names confirmed by 
2. Rebecca Upchurch died before 1835 the deed 
no marriage located  For John Upchurch #4, his wife is listed 
3. David Upchurch married (2nd) 1824 (twice) as Katharine Upchurch, hence 
Elizabeth Orr  nee Katharine Johnson* 
4. John Upchurch married Catharine  For William L Upchurch (#5) – no wife 
Johnson* is listed so he may have been  
5. William L Upchurch married ( )  between wives 
--- Moberly, married ( ) Amanda --- --- For Nancy Upchurch (#8) she appears as 
6. Mary Rebecca Upchurch “Polly”*  Nancy Cantrell but no husband is listed; 
married ( ) Nathan Bramlet  presume he is deceased (He is.) 
7. Susannah Upchurch* married Coleman B  
Bramlet 
8.  Nancy Upchurch* married Isaac Cantrell  For Thomas L Upchurch -  no wife listed -  
9. Thomas L Upchurch married Mary Davis  presumably because he is buying the  
10. Jonathan A Upchurch married Nancy   property 
Brown* 
11. Elizabeth Upchurch* married Joseph   For Elizabeth Upchurch (#11) – her husband 
Thompson  is shown clearly as Charles Thompson (not 
12. James Upchurch  Joseph Thompson) 
* = used mark “x” for signature 

(23) See letter 6 Sep 1983 Donald Eugene Upchurch to RPU 
Smith Co, TN – Sale of property 27 Dec 1805 
Robert Bowman Estate 
Buyers: Samuel Upchurch

Andrew Metcalf [my father’s ancestor on his mother’s side] 

(24) See letter 3 Dec 1997 Deborah Gail Ferguson to RPU 
According to the Bible of Bluford Bramlet (XID – 17387), son of Susannah Upchurch 

and grandson of Samuel Upchurch – Samuel Upchurch arrived in Gallatin (later Saline) Co, IL 
in 1819. 
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(25) See biofile of James Lloyd Davis – entry 256 Jan 1999 
Samuel Upchurch moved from Maury Co, TN to Hamilton Co, IL with John I Davis, 

whose son John Hughlen Davis had a son Elijah Davis who married Sarah Ann Upchurch, a 
granddaughter of Samuel Upchurch. 

(no number) This copy in letter 20 Mar 1996 to RPU from “The Frankfort Area Genealogical 
Society – see Library File for letter (IL) 

(see letter below) 
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(no number) 
Subject: Chatham Co, NC Upchurch Land Grants 
From: “Jim Jones” <jpjones@nc.rr.com>  
Date: Sun, Apr 11, 2010 5:10 am 
To: “Robert P Upchurch PhD” <phil@upchurchstory.com>  

Phil, you’re probably aware of these. While at the NC Archives yesterday, I located 6 late 18th c 
– early 19th c Upchurch Family NC State land grants: 

John  100A  [stream name not recorded] [John Upchurch, III] 
Moses  50A  Pitts Cr 
Samuel 42A  Shaddox Cr (aka Shaddocks Cr) 
Sims  14.5A  wtrs Foster’s Br 
Stephen 300A  Shaddox Dr 
Stephen 90A  Long Br Shaddox Cr 

All appear to be located in present-day SE Chatham Co. At least one is adjacent to a David 
Mimms (Mims) Chatham Co grant that is positioned precisely on the southwest corner of 
Chatham and Wake Counties. By the time you arrive on your visit, I’ll have more complete 
information and perhaps a tentative positioning. 
Jim. 

(no number) Excerpts re the John Upchurch, III/ Samuel Upchurch Sub-clan from Nov 2016 
inputs by descendant Deborah (Milligan)Daniels – RPU 28 Nov 2016 
I. John Upchurch, III – Head of Upchurch Clan No --- (of 22) 

A. Samuel Upchurch – was a gunner – New Orleans – War of 1812 
1. Elizabeth Upchurch born 30 Nov 1814 (Wilson Co, TN) died 11 Jun 1874  
(Raleigh, Saline Co, IL) – left Lebanon, TN in 1815 
married 19 Nov 1840 (Saline Co, IL) Charles Thompson (Joseph?) born PA> He  
abandoned family about 1850 shortly after twins were born – No further info  
Note: Court in Saline Co, IL in 1852 approved request of Elizabeth to “bound  
out” her children 

a. Mary Ellen Thompson born 23 Aug 1841 (Raleigh, Saline Co, IL) died  
7 May 1939 (Lasalle Co, IL) (buried: Hickory Hill Cemetery, Broughton,  
Hamilton Co, IL) 
married 13 Oct 1859 (Saline Co, IL) Martin Van Buren Mathis born 1829  
( ) died 1915 ( ) (Buried as wife) 

i. Nancy Elizabeth Mathis “Lizzie” born 22 Jul 1860 ( ) died 11  
May 1905 (Broughton, IL) married 1888 (Hamilton Co, IL) J T  
Barker 

(I) Florence Ann Barker born 3 Dec 1882 (Hamilton Co,  
IL) died 5 Sep 1921 (Williamson Co, IL) 
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married 26 Jul 1913 (Watertown, IL) Ulysses Sherman  
Thompson “U S” 

(A) Esther L Thompson 1917 – 2007  
married (1st) Nov 1938 Freeman V Beasley (KIA  
WW II Germany)  
married (2nd) 1950 ( ) John A Milligan Pvt  87th Inf 
WWII 

(1) Lana Arlene Beasley 1942 – 2012 
married 1963 ( ) Alan Fox 
(2) Deborah Milligan born 1951  
married 1975 (IL) Davis Daniels 

(a) Derik Daniels (b) Dana Daniels 
ii. Rebecca Mathis. She and mother Mary Elizabeth were founding  
members of Bethel Primitive Baptist Church – Saline Co, IL 
iii. W N Mathis “Will”  
iv. Mack Mathis 
v. Robert Mathis 
married 4 Jul 1865 (Saline Co, IL) Maria L --- 

b. Henderson J Thompson – also abandoned wife – Saline Co, IL 
c. David Thompson (Twin) born 30 Jun 1850 (Saline Co, IL) 
d. Jonathan Thompson (Twin) born 30 Jun 1850 (Saline Co, IL) 

(no number) The attached 8-page excerpt details information on the family of Samuel 
Upchurch of the John Upchurch, III/ Samuel Upchurch Sub-clan from the Bourland Bulletin 
published in 1996 or before. It was sent to RPU in a letter 8 Dec 2011 by Martha Susan Searles 
with the following note: 

You may already have this. Apparently, it is from “Bourlands in America.” You have the 
Samuel & John Upchurch info (except maybe that he was a gunner in the war). But there are 
several personal notes on Thomas Upchurch + Jonathan + their children, so you may want this 
for your file. 

It seems several people have added notes. It came from Madilene Huff, editor of 
Bourland Bulletin, who sent it to my Dad’s distant cousin who farms the old family Moore farm 
in Gallatin Co. I added recent death dates. Sue 
It obviously incomplete. This is all we were sent. 

RPU Comment: 
RPU comment – this cover sheet is being placed in the biofile of Martha Susan Searles who is a 
descendant of Samuel Upchurch. The full document is being place with cover sheet in the biofile 
of Samuel Upchurch and in the Bourlang Bulletin file while the essence of the 8 pages are in 
my system more details can be extracted for particular biofiles is and when time allows. – 15 Dec 
2011. 
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