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Robert Burton Upchurch   XID – 3787 
 

Commentary: Robert Burton was the son of John and Armenia Jane Hicks Upchurch.  In turn 
Robert Burton was the grandson of Abel, head of Upchurch Clan 8. 
 
Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a valued UAFA 
contributor and outstanding local historian in Cary, NC. 
 
(1) See 20 Jul 1979 letter Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr born 4 Jul 1848 Greene Co, AL, died 29 Jul 1905 Yalobusha Co, 
MS, married 19 Feb 1871 Eliza E Pendergrass. He was son of John Upchurch (XID – 3776) 
grandson of Abel Upchurch (XID – 489), great grandson of William Upchurch (XID – 160 Head 
of Clan). 
 
(2) See 12 Jun 1979 letter Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr married 4 Feb 1871 Eliza Elizabeth Pendergrass born 18 Dec 1851 
died 24 Nov 1936. 
For picture of Robert Burton Upchurch see Page 22. 
Page 21 – gives obituary of Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr – written by Elder Claud Cayce who 
visited Robert on his death bed with A B Morris and Joseph Oscar Upchurch, a son of Robert.” 
 
(3) See letter 22 Jan 1980 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
“My sister who is also interested in our families, wonders if you would like a copy of my 
grandfather Robert Burton Upchurch’s will. He rented this land soon after he came to 
Mississippi. The were 480 acres he bought for $1100,00. I remember my grandmother telling 
this. I also heard Daddy say they didn’t get it paid for until the boys were old enough to help 
work it. He owned a cotton gin that was operated by mule power. They say that my Uncle John 
Stephen could pick up a 500 lb bale of cotton and move it. He was a tall man about 6’ 7” but 
wasn’t a big man.” 
 
(4) See book extract National Society of Colonial Dames XVII Century – by John Wright Boyd 
“Ida Pendergrass born Greene Co, AL married Robert Upchurch. They lived in Yalobusha Co, 
MS. She was daughter of Elizabeth A Ridgeway born 180 died 13 Mar 1862. 
 
(5) See sheet received 17 Jul 1981 by RPU from Fred Upton Upchurch, Sr 
Ransom Pendergrass married 17 Jan 1837 Elizabeth Ridgeway. Their daughter Elizabeth C 
Pendergrass born 18 Dec 1851 died 24 Nov 1936 (buried Shiloh, Coffeeville, MS) married 14 
Feb 1871 at residence of her father. Robert Burton Upchurch born 4 Jul 1848 (Greene Co, AL). 
 
(6) See letter 26 Oct 1981 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
“Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr and William H Upchurch were the only two sons (of John 
Upchurch) to come to MS (from Greene Co, AL). I don’t think William came at the time Robert 
Burton came. They came to Yalobusha (Co, MS) prior to 1875. As best I can remember my 
grandmother’s stories, they came in 1874 and rented land at Velma, MS for 2 years before 
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moving approximately 8 miles west of Velma. He rented there for 3 or 4 years. Then he bought 
the land. There was a section bought for $1100.” 
 
(7) See Family Chart 5 Jan 1981 – William Joseph Upchurch to RPU 
Robert Burton Upchurch born 4 Jul 1848 died 29 Jul 1905 married 14 Feb 1871 
Eliza Elizabeth Pendergrass 
 
(8) See Census 1880 – Yalobusha Co, MS 
R B Upchurch WM 31 born AL 
E E Upchurch  wife 29 born AL 
R M Upchurch dau 7 born AL [Armenia] 
E Upchurch  dau 5 born MS 
J G Upchurch  son  3 born MS 
J D Upchurch  son  8/12 born MS 
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(9) (received in letter 26 Oct 1981 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 

 
 
(10) See letter 23 Apr 1985 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch 
Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr born 4 Jul 1846 married 4 Feb 1871. 
His wife, Eliza Elizabeth (Pendergrass) Upchurch died in Coffeeville, MS, Yalobusha Co. 
 
(11) See letter 27 Mar 1991 Marilyn Miller to RPU 
I. Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr  I. --- 
 A. Joseph Oscar Upchurch   A. Joseph Brooks Cole 
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       married Myrtle Adams 
  1. Earl Curtis Upchurch 
  married Annie Ruth Cole   1. Annie Ruth Cole 
       B. Ben Cole 
        1. --- 
         a. Marilyn Miller 
       C. Mabel Claire Cole 
       married Arthur Fisher Williams 
 
Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr and Arthur Fisher Williams came to Yalobusha Co, MS together 
from Greene Co, AL in 1876. 
 
(12) See letter 14 Mar 1992 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
My grandfather, Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr had (I am sure) 10 children. One child died when 
an infant in AL. 
 
(13) See letter 10 Jun 1992 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
RBU, Sr born 4 Jul 1848 [Note: after reviewing all entries decided to accept this date – RPU] 
 

 
(no number) Received in letter 10 Jul 1992 Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU – This article 
appeared in the Yalobusha Co, MS Heritage Book. 
 
(see multi-page document below) 
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(1) William H Upchurch and his sister, Sarah Isabelle Upchurch, children of John Upchurch & 
Armenia Jane Hicks, came to Yalobusha Co, MS in late 1899 or early 1900. Their brother, 
Robert Burton Upchurch had already migrated to MS at least 25 years earlier and had been 
living in Yalobusha Co, MS since 1880. It is unknown why these two came to MS at such a later 
date. (42, Page 69) 
 
(no number) Book from letter 10 Oct 2003 Charles John Peterson, Jr to RPU 
 

 
Crossfile: 
Roach Family  Book & Biofile 
Roberts Family Systems 
Ridgeway Family 
 
I. --- --- Upchurch 
 A. Robert Upchurch [Robert Burton Upchurch, Sr] XID – 3787 
 married ( ) Ida Pendergrass [Eliza Elizabeth Pendergrass “Ida”] XID – 3801 
 
(no number) Item in letter 28 Aug 1996 Charles John Peterson, Jr to RPU 
[From: History of Yalobusha Co, MS] 
 
(see two-page article below) 



15 
 

 
 

 



16 
 

 
 

 


