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Lydia Upchurch   XID – 138 

Commentary: Lydia Upchurch was the daughter of George, head of Upchurch Clan 5.  She 
married Jefferson Dishman and this couple went on to raise 10 children in Wayne County, KY. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(1) Daughter of George Upchurch – 1790 Progenitor – from (29) born circa 1782 in VA, died 
circa 1848, married Jefferson Dishman who died circa 1847. 

1 Lydia Upchurch born about 1782 in VA, died about 1848, married Jefferson Dishman, 
died about 1847. Jeffrey Dishman was counted on the census of Wayne Co, KY in 1820 (? 
RPU). He lists his wife, age 16 – 45 years; himself as 45 or up; Two persons, ages 45 up were 
with them, possibly the parents of Jefferson Dishman. He bought land in Wayne; “Jeptha 
Dishman buts from Abraham Van Winkle 50 acres in Sandy Valley on Otter Creek. Wit: Moses 
and Archibald Dishman. 3-24-1836 recorded Book H 2, Page 429 on 4-15-1842. This is the same 
land that Jefferson sold to Moses Dishman on 10-7-1842. The taxes must not have been paid for 
the land was sold on the courthouse steps. A deed reads: Jefferson Dishman, my late husband, 
sold 10-7-1842, fifty acres;’ now I, Lydia Dizmonz, sell to Moses Dishman. Lydia Dizmonz, her 
mark. Another deed made by John Upchurch restores the land to Lydia who then was able to 
deed it to Moses Dishman, for whom Jefferson had intended it; John Upchurch to Lydia 
Dishman and her three children, minor heirs, Catherine, Jane, and Jefferson T Dishman, on 
waters of Otter Creek, being part of the land that was sold by the sheriff at the Courthouse door 
in favor of Thomas Jones and against Jefferson Dishman and bought by Micajah Phillips – 
transferred to John Upchurch on 22 of February, 1847. Three months later Lydia had transferred 
the land to Moses Dishman. 

Copied from Page 65 (29) for Lydia, daughter of George Upchurch. 

(2) See letter 25 Sep 1980 Nellie Mae Crouch to RPU 
“The beginning of our Dishman Ancestor began with Lydia Upchurch (daughter of George and 
Rachel Bethshares Upchurch) marrying Jefferson Dishman about 1847. Lydia was born 1775. 

(3) See letter 2 Mar 1987 Cyrena Kathryn Howard to RPU 
Lydia Upchurch born circa 1782 

(4) See letter 26 Jun 1987 Anna Marie Crouch to RPU 
Lydia Upchurch born 1782 (VA) died circa 1848 (KY) married Jeptha Dishman born circa 
1770 – 77 (VA) died circa 1847 (KY). 

(5) See letter 13 Feb 1996 Billie Jean Privett to RPU 
Lydia Upchurch born 1787 (VA) died 1847 (Wayne Co, KY) married (1st) about 1802 (Wayne 
Co, KY) Jefferson Dishman born about 1775 died about 1848 (Wayne Co, KY), married (2nd) 
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about 1804 (Wayne Co, KY) Jefferson Dishman. Ten children of Lydia Upchurch and then 
adds 2 more: 
Catherine Dishman born 1822 
Jefferson T Dishman born 1826 
Lydia Upchurch would have been young enough to have had children born as late as 1826 – but 
other records suggest these two are grandchildren of Lydia Upchurch – RPU] 

(6) See letter 16 Jul 1997 Delores Morris to RPU 
Lydia Upchurch born 27 Oct 1782 (VA) died 1848 

(7) See biofile of Valerie Lynn Humphrey 2 Dec 1998 
Lydia Upchurch born Brunswick Co, VA died 1848 (Slickford, Wayne Co, KY) married before 
1806 Jefferson Dishman born about 1775 (Wilkes Co, NC) died 1847 (Slickford, Wayne Co, 
KY), son of James Dishman born 1740 – 1755 (VA) died Slickford, KY and Kizzie --- ---. 

(8) See letter 11 Nov 1999 Leslie Freeman Upchurch to RPU – Page 3 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A. Lydia Upchurch married about 1803 (Wayne Co, KY) Jefferson Dishman born 1772 
(Iredell Co, NC) died about 1847 (Wayne Co, KY), son of Tom Dishman [Thomas 
Dishman] and Kizah Doublehead. 

[Note: This is the first time a family maiden name has surfaced for Kizah in RPU records. 
Question: Would Lydia Upchurch have been in Wayne Co, KY as early as 1803? – RPU] 
[Note: This reference lists the 6 usual children of Lydia Upchurch and then adds 2 more: 

Catherine Dishman born 1822 
Jefferson T Dishman born 1826 

Lydia Upchurch would have been young enough to have had children born as late as 1826 – but 
other records suggest these two are grandchildren of Lydia Upchurch – RPU] 

(9) See letter 1 Dec 1998 Dennis Wayne Price to RPU 
Dennis is descended from George Upchurch, Head of Clan through his daughter Lydia 

Upchurch born 1782 (Brunswick Co, VA) died 1847 (Wayne Co, KY) who married Jefferson 
Dishman “Jeptha” born 1784 (VA) died 1843 (Wayne Co, KY). Dennis lists 10 children of Lydia 
and Jefferson but not all records agree with this list. The children of Lydia & Jefferson or given 
by Love Morgan on Page 68 of Her Upchurch Story are as follows: 

1. Sinah Dishman born 1805 (NC) 
2. Archibald Dishman born 1806 ( ) 
3. Mark Dishman born 1810 (NC) 
4. Joseph Dishman born 1812 ( )  
5. Moses Dishman born 1817 ( )  
6. Burrell Tremont Dishman born 1829 ( ) 

Dennis in his 1 Dec 1998 letter lists the above 6 plus 4 more as follow: 
I. Milus Dishman born 1811 (NC) 
married1836 ( ) Susannah Rains “Susie” born 1816 (SC) 
II. Thomas Dishman born 1809  



3 

married Elizabeth Percy 
III. Ellender Dishman “Nelly” born 27 Sep 1814 
IV. Catherine Jane Dishman born 1813 
married ( ) David Craig 

Dennis lists descendants of Milus Dishman in detail down to him.  
Milus Dishman  Granville Slof Dishman “Grant”  Mattie Dell Dishman  Edith Marie 
Welch  Dennis Wayne Price 

Note: Morgan reports on an 1847 (+) Land Deal in Wayne Co, NY where mention is made of her 
3 minor children/ heirs. They are: 

A. Catherine Dishman 
B. Jane Dishman 
C. Jefferson T Dishman 

Morgan concludes these three are NOT children of “Jepha” & Lydia but rather of their son 
Archibald Dishman – RPU 

(10) The two obituaries below were in letter 6 Aug 2004 Brenda Lee Cochran to RPU – Both 
new to RPU files. 
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I. Jefferson B Dishman born 13 Nov 1842 (Wayne Co, KY) died 27 Mar 1926 (Marshall, OK). 
His father died when he was a child and he came to MO with his mother and stepfather in 1850. 
He was GAR Co H, 4th MO State Cavalry. 
married (1st) ( ) Martha J Ross and had 13 children, 10F & 3 M. 
married (2nd) 1887 ( ) Rachel E Gibson died 1919.  
He lived in MO until 1891 and then moved to MO. 

A. Lydia Dishman  
married ( ) --- --- Wright 
B. --- --- Dishman 
married ( ) Arthur Holmes 

I. Katherine Jane Dishman (AKA Catherine J Dishman) born 1841 (Wayne Co, KY) died 12 Jul 
1897 
married 1857 ( ) David C Craig. Moved to Lafayette Co, MO 1859 & to DeKalb Co, MO 1860 – 
12 children 

[Note: As of 10 Aug 2004, I cannot link these two to the Upchurch Family. Could they be 
grandchildren of Lydia (Upchurch) Dishman, daughter of George Upchurch – Head of Clan? – 
RPU] 

(11) From book: “The Meal is Gave” by Riley Ray McGinnis [In letter 2 May 2003 Melva Doris 
Upchurch to RPU] – Page 80 

I. Daniel Dishman (In NY in 1687 – later in VA [AKA Duchemin or du Chemin] 

A. Thomas Dishman married ( ) Kiziah --- --- “Kizzie” 
1. Lewis Dishman 
2. James Dishman 
3. Jefferson Dishman – youngest 
married ( ) Lydia Upchurch, daughter of George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

a. Joseph Dishman [owned land where Dishman Cemetery is located] 
i. Elijah K Dishman 

(I) Watt Dishman [See added extract for more details] 
(A) Bonnie Dishman born 1923 ( )  
married ( ) Shelby McGinnis 

(see article below) 
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(16) RPU analysis of Upchurch-Crouch intermarriages starting in the early 1800s 

I. George Upchurch (Head of Clan)  I. James B Crouch  
born 1757 (Brunswick Co, VA) born 1763 (VA) 
   A. Lydia Upchurch born     A. John Wesley Crouch  
   1782 (VA)     born 1803 (TN)  
      1. Archibald Dishman         1. Elias Henderson Crouch*                               
      born 1806         born 1824 (Fentress Co, TN) 
         a. Millie Ann Dishman  2nd mg         2. George Washington Crouch 
         born 1833 (Fentress Co, TN)         born 1833 (Pickett Co, TN) 

       [He married 3X; #2 & #3 into 
       Upchurch family] 

    B. Shadrack Upchurch     B. Jane Crouch** 
    born 1784 (Brunswick Co, VA)     born 1806 (Fentress Co, TN) 
       1. Silas Upchurch***        1. Sarah Jane Upchurch* 
       born 1806 (Iredell Co, NC)       born 1834 (Fentress Co, TN) 
    C. Joseph Upchurch**     C. Nancy Crouch*** 
    born 1800 (Iredell Co, NC)     born 1810 (TN) 
      1. Thomas Washington Upchurch 
      born 1832 (TN) 
         a. Cordelia Upchurch    3rd mg 
         born 1863 (Fentress Co, TN) 
      2. Sarah Jane Upchurch  same person 
      born 1834 (Fentress Co, TN) 

* Elias Henderson and Sarah Jane Upchurch were first cousins. They married about 1852. Sarah 
Jane appears in both family trees above.  
** Joseph Upchurch and Jane Crouch married 1823 
*** Silas Upchurch and Nancy Crouch married 1828 

(13) From letter 14 May 1999 Betty Louise Dishman to RPU 
I. Thomas Dishman “Tom” born about 1750  
married ( ) Kisiah --- --- “Kizzie”, possible daughter of Chuqualataque Doublehead born about 
1740 died Aug 1807 

A. Jefferson Dishman born about 1784 (possibly VA) died about 1847 (Wayne Co, KY) 
married ( ) Lydia Upchurch born about 1782 (possibly VA) died about 1847 (Wayne Co, 
KY), daughter of George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

1. Sinah Dishman “Sine” “Siney” born 1805 (NC)  
married ( ) Mary Morgan “Polly” 

i. Silas M Dishman born 25 Feb 1851 (Wayne Co, KY) died 2 Feb 1923  
(Wayne Co, KY)  
married ( ) Elmina Hancock born Feb 1849 (Wayne Co, KY) died 14 Oct  
1914 ( ), daughter of Thomas Hancock & Jane Morgan. 

(I) Burl T Dishman [He married twice] born 20 Jan 1876 (Wayne  
Co, KY) died 20 Jan 1960 (IN) 
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married (1st) **Sydria Litt March born 1877 (Wayne Co, KY) died 
after 1926 (TN) [1870 Wayne Co, KY Census shows her as  
Libra] 

(A) Leelon Dishman “Lee” born 10 Feb 1909 (Wayne Co,  
KY) died 29 Nov 1983 (OH) 
His family lived at Slickford, Wayne Co, KY 
married ( ) Lena Gravitt born 4 Sep 1921 (OH) died 26 Jul  
1996 (OH) 

(1) Betty Louise Dishman born 30 Sep 1947 (OH) 
married 14 Jun 1962 ( ) Raymond D Gross, Sr 

(a) Raymond D Gross, Jr 
I. Daniel Marsh 
married ( ) Nancy --- --- 

A. Granville Marsh  
married Catherine Lester,  
daughter of 
William Lester and  
Mary Bertram “Polly” 

1. **Sydria Litt Marsh 

A granddaughter of Burl T Dishman said her mother said Burl reported just before he died that 
Jefferson Dishman and wife Lydia (Upchurch) Dishman with 9 or 10 Indian babies and an old 
Indian woman (Kizzie) came from NC to Wayne Co, KY. Kizzie was head of a household in NC 
in 1800 & 1810. 

(14) Item in letter 29 Sep 2002 Barbara Stephens to RPU – Page 5 
I. Tom Dishman  
married ( ) Kiziah Doublehead 

A. Jefferson Dishman born 1772 (Iredell Co, NC) died about 1847 (Wayne Co,  
KY)  
married before 1803 (Long Island, NY) Lydia Upchurch born 1775 (Brunswick  
Co, VA) died 1848 (Wayne Co, KY) (Buried – Upchurch Cemetery, Pickett Co,  
TN), daughter of George Upchurch – Head of Clan. 
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(15) Dishman Book – by Betty D Gross – Page 12 and beyond 
[Note: This the first input for RPU records to show Lydia Upchurch had these descendants – RU 
14 Jun 2003] 

I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 
A. Lydia Upchurch 

1. Mary Polly Dishman born 21 Jan 1805 (NC) died 1883 (TN) 
married 21 Jan 1827 (Morgan Co, TN) Charles Ramsey, son of William Ramsey  
and Catherine Gray 

a. Chambers E Ramsey born 14 Nov 1827 (Overton Co, TN) died 1881  
(TN)  
married 1850 (TN) Marena Speck 

i. Tilbert Ramsey born 1849 (TN)  
married ( ) Ann Copeland 

(I) Albert Horace Ramsey 
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(II) Loretto Ramsey born 1873 
(III)  Hattie Ramsey born 1874 
(IV) John Ramsey born 1877 
(V) Sallie M Ramsey born 1879 

ii. Marrietta Ramsey born 1851 (TN) died 1899 (TN) 
married 1871 (TN) A P Kimes 

(I) Oren Kimes born 1884 (TN) died 1948 
(II) Alafair Kimes born 1888 (TN) died 1965  
married 1912 ( ) Walter Oakley 

iii. Albert Ramsey born 1853 (TN) 
iv. Infant Ramsey born 1855 (TN) died 1855 (TN) 

b. Epsy Elender Ramsey born 1831 (TN) died 1896 (TN) 
married ( ) Charles Allred  
d. Chanson Ramsey born 1840 (TN) died 190 (TN)  
married Clarinda A Christian 
e. Armilda Ramsey born 1845 (TN) died 1909 (TN) 
married ( ) George Bowman 

(16) Tracking of Cooperator Lorry Ann Cole “Lori” back to 3 children of George Upchurch – 
Head of Clan – from her 14 Jul 2015 email to RPU and RPU records 16 Jul 2017 
1912 – 1994 
[Names included: 
Edna Marsh  Ralph Omer Cole Lorry Ann Cole “Lori” William Harrison 
Arbecky Simpson David Marsh  Pearl  Levina Upchurch 
Moses Upchurch George Upchurch William Hile Chriswell John Narm Simpson 
Elizabeth Dishman Isham Simpson Elizabeth Meredith  Lydia Upchurch 
Nancy Upchurch John Upchurch, VI Sarah Bertram  Vincent Simpson 
Burrell Tremont Dishman  Dyce Cook 
CJM 30 Oct 2020] 

(see diagram below) 
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(biofile continued below) 
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(no number) Input form Anna Marie Crouch to RPU via email 13 Feb 2010 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A. Lydia Upchurch born 1782 – 11 children 

(15) Input from Anna Marie Crouch via email 13 Feb 2010 Re: The George Upchurch Clan 
I. Michael Upchurch, I 

A. Richard Upchurch, I 
1. James Upchurch, I 

a. James Upchurch, II 
b. Michael Upchurch, III 

1. George Upchurch, Head of Clan 
married ( ) Rachel Bethshares 

Fourth Generation in America 
Since much research on the Upchurch Family of Virginia and North Carolina has been complete, 
I am starting with George and Rachel Upchurch. This is a listing of their descendants. George 
and Rachel moved from Virginia to North Carolina and then on to Wayne Co, Kentucky. All of 
their children moved to Wayne County, Kentucky and several moved from Wayne County, 
Kentucky to Fentress County, Tennessee. 
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 3.  George Upchurch was born about 1757 in Brunswick County, Virginia and died 1830-31 
in Wayne County, Kentucky. His wife was Rachel Bethshares who was born about 175 in 
Brunswick County, Virginia. Rachel was the daughter of Thomas and Ruth Bethshares. George 
and Rachel were listed in the tax list of Brunswick County, Virginia in 1782 & 1788. They were 
living near his father Michael and Uncle James Upchurch in 1782 & 1788. 

George and Rachel moved to Salisbury district, Iredell County, North Carolina before 
1790. They were listed in the 1790 census of Iredell County, North Carolina with 4 sons under 
16 and 1 daughter. They were also listed in the census records of 1800 and 1810 living in Iredell 
County, North Carolina. George sold his land in North Carolina to his sons, Moses, Thomas and 
Shadrack and moved to Wayne County, Kentucky. 

George received his land grant of 100 acres on Little South Fork, Kentucky on 10-13-
1814. He was listed in the census records of 1820 Wayne County, Kentucky. Listed in his 
household were 2 males 18-25, 1 male 26-44, 1 male 45+, 1 female 45+, there were 4 individuals 
engaged in agriculture. George and Rachel are buried at the Little South Fork Cemetery in 
Cumberland County, Kentucky [? – RPU]. Their children: 
31. Lydia Upchurch born 1782 Virginia died circa 1845 Wayne County, Kentucky 
32. Shadrack Upchurch born 1784 Virginia died circa 1863 Wayne County, Kentucky. 
33. Thomas Upchurch born 1788 Virginia died prior to 1855 Wayne County, Kentucky. 
34. Moses Upchurch born 1790 North Carolina died circa 1859 Wayne County, Kentucky. 
35. Miss Upchurch [Rachel Upchurch] born circa 1792 North Carolina died 1844 Wayne 
County, Kentucky. 
36. John Upchurch born circa 1799 North Carolina died prior to 6-23-1873 Wayne County, 
Kentucky. 
37. Joseph Upchurch born 8-10-1800 North Carolina died 6-23-1873 Fentress County, 
Tennessee 

(biofile continued below) 
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(no number) From email 18 May 2016 Betty Lowe to RPU 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A. Lydia Upchurch – 11 children listed below 
#2 = Sinah Dishman – ancestor of Betty Lowe 


