
1 

Joseph Upchurch   XID – 282 

Commentary: Some confusion about this Joseph Upchurch.  See number one below, as RPU 
feels that this Joseph was the son Shadrack and the grandson of George, head of Upchurch Clan 
5. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(1) Simms Family Tree (good & bad) (owner: denisehopkins67) re: the family of Reuben L 
Upchurch, son of Solomon Upchurch, a presumed line in the William Upchurch/ John Upchurch 
V Sub-clan – RPU 15 Dec 2014 

Joseph Rueben Upchurch [This name mixes two people. The Joseph part and the dates are right 
for a son of Shadrack Upchurch. The Rueben Upchurch part is right for Reuben L Upchurch, son 
of Solomon Upchurch. The children listed below are children of Reuben L Upchurch. 

Correct:  
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

a. Shadrack Upchurch 
married ( ) Ruth Breshears [not Ruth Maiden] 

1. Joseph Upchurch XID – 282 

Joseph Rueben Upchurch 
Birth 1829 in Kentucky, USA 
Death 1893 in Slick, Wayne, Kentucky, United States 

Parents 
Shadrack Upchurch  1764 – 1863 
Ruth Maiden [No – RPU]  1784 – 1860 

Spouse & Children 
Julia (Judy) L Jenkins  1830 –  

i. Louisa Upchurch  1861 –  
ii. Margret Upchurch  1865 – 
iv. William Charles Upchurch 1868 – 1951 
iii. Mary Elizabeth Upchurch  1872 – 1934 
v. Rissy L Upchurch  1875 – 
vi. Josephine Irene Upchurch  1876 – 1946 
vii. Walter W Upchurch 1879 –  

William Charles Upchurch 
Birth Mar 8, 1868 in Paris, Tennessee, USA 
Death Jan 16, 1951 in Caruthersville, Pemiscot, Missouri 
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Parents 
Joseph Rueben Upchurch  1829 – 1893 [should be Reuben L Upchurch –  

RPU] 
Julia (Judy) L Jenkins  1830 – 

Spouse & Children 
Elizabeth Carolyn Taylor “Bettie”  1872 – 1959 

(I) Don Wesley Upchurch  1892 - 1974  
(II) Erma Upchurch  1895 – 
(III) Bonnie Franklin Upchurch 1898 – 1953 
(IV) Ima Upchurch  1899 – 
(V) Mary Helen Upchurch  1900 – 1975 
(VI) Miller Upchurch  1907 – 1988 
(VII) Alma “Tommie” Upchurch 1910 – 2002 

Mary Helen Upchurch 
Birth 7 Mar 1900 in Weakley County, Tennessee 
Death Nov 1975 in Commerce, Scott, Missouri 

Parents 
William Charles Upchurch  1868 – 1951 
Elizabeth Carolyn Taylor “Bettie”  1872 – 1959 

Spouse & Children  
Augustus J Simms  1872 – 1934 

(A) J T Sims  1919 – 2000 
(B) James Harold Simms  1923 – 1965 
(C) Virble A Simms  1924 – 1994 
(D) Hezekiah C “Russell” Simms 1926 – 1993 

1916  Marriage to Augustus J Simms 
21 Aug  Lake County, Tennessee 
1920  Residence 
Age: 20 Civil District 5, Lake, Tennessee 
1930  Residence 
Age: 30 District 5, Lake, Tennessee 

J T Simms 
Birth 29 Jan 1919 in Lake County, Tennessee 
Death 22 Feb 2000 in Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Parents 
Augustus J Simms  1872 – 1934 
Mary Helen Upchurch 1900 – 1975 
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Spouse & Children 
Gladys Inez Edgin  1921 – 2012 

(1) Private 
(2) Charles Wayne Simms  1940 – 2008 
(3) Sherry Ann Simms 1945 – 2004 
(4) Daniel Jay Simms  1952 – 2000 

1920  Residence 
Age: 1  Civil District 5, Lake, Tennessee 
1930  Residence 
Age: 11 District 5, Lake, Tennessee 
1939  Marriage 
7 May  Lake 
Age: 20 
1940  Residence 
1 Apr  Lake, Tennessee 

I. William Upchurch, IV – Head of Clan 
A. John Upchurch, V [proof needed] 

1. Solomon Upchurch 
a. Reuben L Upchurch 
married ( ) Judith L Jenkins 

i  vii – see above 
iv. William Charles Upchurch married ( ) ECT 

(I)  (VII) – see above 
(V) Mary Helen Upchurch married ( ) AJS 

(A)  (D) – see above 
(A) J T Simms married ( ) GIE 

(1)  (4) – see above 

(no number) Input from email – 3 Dec 2011 Carol Baker to RPU – RPU 12 Dec 2011 

I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 
A. Shadrack Upchurch 

1. Joseph Upchurch born 1829 (Wayne Co, KY) died 1893 (Wayne Co, KY) ( 
buried – Slickford) 

a. Lucinda C Upchurch born Jun 1864 (Monticello, Wayne Co, KY) died  
< 1900 
married 3 Jan 1878 (Sandy Hollow Mountain House, Russell Co, KY)  
James C Baker born 17 May 1859 (Wayne Co, KY) died 14 Apr 1928  
(Lowell, Lake Co, IN) (buried Old Orchard Cemetery, Lowell, IN) (son of 
William Baker and Malinda Linda Jones) he also married about 1 22 ( )  
Sarah Thomas Decker. In 1909 he married Lucetta Whitehead “Settie”. 1st

marriage = divorce 



4 

i. Joseph W Baker born Dec 1876 (Dec 1883) (Burnside, Wayne  
Co, KY) 
ii. Sallie V Baker born 22 Apr 1881 (Burnside, Wayne Co, KY)  
died 8 Dec 1973 (New Castle, Henry Co, IN) (buried Ramsey 
Cemetery, Jabez, Wayne Co, KY) 
married about 1900 ( ) John Ramsey 
iii, Mary Maude Baker born about Aug 1884 (Burnside, Wayne  
Co, KY) (vs born Aug 1897) 
iv. George Washington Baker born 2 Nov 1886 (Burnside, KY)  
died 21 Jan 1948 (Gary, Lake Co, IN) (buried Orchard Grove  
Cemetery, Lowell, Lake Co, IN) 
married 16 Aug 1907 (Danville, Boyle Co, KY) Pearl Mae Burton  
born 8 Dc 1891 (Somerset, Pulaski Co, KY) died 18 Jul 1975  
(Phoenix, Maricopa Co, AZ) (buried as husband), daughter of  
Milford Aleck Burton and Mary Ellen Wright 

(I) Issue – see separate extract 
v. Olive Baker “Ollie” born Mar 1892 (Burnside, Wayne Co, KY) 
vi. Albert A Baker born 4 Jun 1894 (Burnside, Wayne Co, KY)  
died 9 Mar 1925 (Lowell, Lake Co, IN) (buried as father) 

b. Abby Vianah Upchurch born 1860 (Wayne Co, KY) 
married 24 Jul 1879 (Russell Co, KY) Albert Montgomery Burton 

i. Joseph Montgomery Burton born 25 Apr 1885 
(I) Robert Earl Burton, Sr 
married ( ) Helen Marie Whitis 
They had two sons 

(A) --- --- Burton 
(B) Robert Earl Burton, Jr – He has done much  
family history research and supplied much to Carol. 
She will alert him to my website [He was also a  
contact of Melva Doris Upchurch – He did not  
respond to my letter of 22 Feb 2004 – RPU) 

(no number) Input from Anna Marie Crouch to RPU via email 13 Feb 2010 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A. Shadrack Upchurch born 1784 
1 – 10 children 
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(1) Joseph Upchurch, youngest child of Shadrack Upchurch was born 1829 and married Sarah 
Bunch born 1830 (2, Page 70) 

(2) See Census 1850 – Wayne Co, KY – Division #1, Page 330, Dwelling 691, Family 691. 
Shadrack Upchurch 65 Farmer $400 RE born VA cannot read or write 
Ruth Upchurch 65 F born NC cannot read or write 
Joseph Upchurch  21 M born KY cannot read or write 
Rachael Upchurch 25 F born KY cannot read or write 

(3) See letter 4 Dec 1990 Sandra Kay Masengale to RPU 
“No one knows where Joseph [Joseph Upchurch] is buried. Some think it may be at Slick 
[Slick, Wayne Co, KY]. Sarah [Sarah Bunch – wife of Joseph Upchurch] is buried at Davis 
Chapel [Davis Chapel, Wayne Co, KY – Gap Creek]. The present minister has indicated that I 
will be able to rummage through his files.  Now all I have to do is find time to get down to Gap 
Creek.” 

(4) See Photo File 92-17 for picture of Joseph Upchurch and wife Sarah Bunch taken when they 
were about 60 years old. 

(5) See letter 13 Feb 1996 Billie Jean Privett to RPU 
Joseph Upchurch born 1820 (Wayne Co, KY) 
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(6) [Note: As of 3 Mar 1999 I am unable to locate an entry for the wife of Joseph Upchurch in 
the Wayne Co, KY Cemetery Book – using info in (3) above or otherwise – RPU] 

(7) See letter 4 Feb 1999 Mary Kathleen McDonald1 to Clyde Charles Upchurch, Jr. RPU reply 
of 15 Feb 1999 (phone call) and 16 Feb 1999 to her and MKMcD letter 24 Feb 1999 to RPU 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A. Shadrack Upchurch 
1. Joseph Upchurch born about 1829 
married Sarah Mathews2

a. Sidney Upchurch 
new to  b. Wayne Upchurch 
RPU  c. Lucinda C Upchurch born 1862 

d. Abby Vianah Upchurch born 3(9) Apr 1865 (Wayne Co, KY) died 13  
Aug 1943 (Garrard Co, KY) (buried Morrow Chapel Cemetery, Jabez,  
Wayne Co, KY) 
married Jun/ Jul 1879 ( ) Albert Montgomery Burton, born 1 Jan 1857  
(Wayne Co, KY) died 18 Apr 1942 (Wayne Co, KY) (buried as wife)  
+15 children listed 
e. Marth Jane Upchurch born 1853 [AKA Martha Jane Bunch] 

provided by  f. Rachel E Upchurch born 1854 
MKMcD but  g. Rebecca L Upchurch born 3 Jan 1859 
RPU already had h. John L Upchurch born 15 Sep 1859 

i. Ruth Ellen Upchurch born May 1856 

1 MKMcD also found as internet/ LDS submitters: 
Bruce and Jan York of IN 
William Eastman of Monticello, KY 
Robert Burton, Jr of IN 

2 RPU had Sarah Bunch as wife of Joseph Upchurch born 1829. MKMcD reports that Sarah was 
nee Sarah Mathews and that she married ( ) --- --- Bunch and had daughter Martha Jane Bunch 
AKA Martha Jane Upchurch born 1852. 

(8) Birth Records 11 Nov 1998 
Upchurch, Rebecca 
Sex: Female 
Birth Date 03 Jan 1857 
Birthplace: Wayne, Wayne, Kent 
Recorded in: Wayne, Kentucky 
Father: Joseph Upchurch
Mother: Sarah J Mathews 
Source: FHL Number 216842  
Dates: 1852 – 1858 
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(9) See 1880 Census – Russell Co, KY 
The two households listed below are the only two in the extract provided by Roy White, Jr for 
Russell Co, KY. 
101/4 Joseph Upchurch  WM 53 born KY 

Sarah J Upchurch wife 53 born TN [nee Sarah Jane Matthews] 
Sidneyan J Upchurch dau 13 born KY [Sidney Ann Upchurch] 
William S Upchurch son 9 born KY 

101/17 John L Upchurch WM 21 born KY [John Lafayette Upchurch] 
Asa J Upchurch wife 19 born KY [nee Arra Wayne Boling] 

[Note: In this household were two other families both shown as “no relation” to the Head of the 
Household – John L Upchurch. The two families were: 
Silas Wilson  51  born KY 
Sarah J Wilson 51 wife born KY 
Joseph R Wilson 17 son born KY 
Joel B Wilson  14 son  born KY 
Rosetta Wilson 11 dau born KY 
Oliver Wilson  9 son born KY 
Sarah C Wilson 3 day  born KY 

Jacob C Wilson 22  born KY 
Margaret Wilson 18  wife born KY 

(10) [Note: repeat of (9) above – CJM 12 Dec 2020] See 1880 Census – Russell Co, KY 
The two households listed below are the only two in the extract provided by Roy White, Jr for 
Russell Co, KY. 
101/4 Joseph Upchurch  WM 53 born KY 

Sarah J Upchurch wife 53 born TN [nee Sarah Jane Matthews] 
Sidneyan J Upchurch dau 13 born KY [Sidney Ann Upchurch] 
William S Upchurch son 9 born KY 

101/17 John L Upchurch WM 21 born KY [John Lafayette Upchurch] 
Asa J Upchurch wife 19 born KY [nee Arra Wayne Boling] 

[Note: In this household were two other families both shown as “no relation” to the Head of the 
Household – John L Upchurch. The two families were: 
Silas Wilson  51  born KY 
Sarah J Wilson 51 wife born KY 
Joseph R Wilson 17 son born KY 
Joel B Wilson  14 son  born KY 
Rosetta Wilson 11 dau born KY 
Oliver Wilson  9 son born KY 
Sarah C Wilson 3 day  born KY 

Jacob C Wilson 22  born KY 
Margaret Wilson 18  wife born KY 
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[Note: Current evidence indicates that the Joseph Upchurch shown above is the Head of the 
Joseph Upchurch Line in the George Upchurch/ Shadrack Upchurch Sub-clan and that John 
Lafayette Upchurch is his son – RPU] 

(11) See Genform output – biofile of Charles John Peterson, Jr – entry 18 Nov 1999 – Items 10, 
124 
10 Abby Upchurch, daughter of Joseph Upchurch Robert E Burton, Jr 9/24/99 
124 Re: Upchurch, Abbie Vie b. 1865 in KY  Robert E Burton, Jr 10/24/98 

Cross-file: Robert E Burton, Jr 
Abby Upchurch 
Abbie Vie Upchurch born 1865 (KY) 
Joseph Upchurch 

(12) Upchurch records found in a Library book in Grapevine, TX by Betty June Bean and sent to 
Melva Doris Upchurch who sent same to RPU in letter 9 Feb 00. 
[Note: some letters along right margin were missing in the original biofile – CJM 12 Dec 2020] 
1,2 Upchurch, John and Louisa Wood: 
3 dau, not named born 5 Dec 1854 
4 Upchurch, John (owner); 
5 Black female named Hannah (Upchurch) born --- Nov 
6,7 Upchurch, John H and Polly Williams: 
8 dau, Elizabeth K Upchurch born 4 Nov 1852 
9, 10 Upchurch, Joseph and Sarah J Matthews: 
11 dau, Rebecca Upchurch born 3 Jan 1857 
12 Upchurch, Louisa: 
13 Illegitimate dau, Canzada Catharine Upchurch born on Otter Creek; 

Remarks: “father Inorg” (ign 
14 Upchurch, Margaret 
15 Illegitimate son, Francis M Edwards born --- Dec Otter Creek; parents born and reside 

on Otte 
16  Remarks: “father said to be R Edwards = thi- stranger made his advent into this world bef 

were legally married”. 
17, 18 Upchurch, Martin and Deborah “Debbie Morris: (see Davi 
19 son, William F Upchurch born 2 June 1858 near – 
20, 21 Upchurch, Shadrack and Jane Craig: 
22 son, Columbus Upchurch born 17 May 1858 on Beave- 

(13) See letter 21 Oct 2000 Sandra Kay Masengale to RPU, Page 13 
Joseph Upchurch died 183 (Wayne Co, KY) (Buried Slickford, Wayne Co, KY) married ( ) 
Sarah Jane Bunch died 1897 (Wayne Co, KY) 
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(no number) Extracts from the Wayne Co, KY Query Forum provided in letter 21 Oct 2000 
Sandra Kay Masengale to RPU. Note: Entries all relate to the George Upchurch/ Shadrack 
Upchurch Sub-clan. RPU additions in brackets [  ]. 
I. Joann Cantrell input on 24 May 2000 responding to a 21 May 2000 query by Fay Clark, 

A. James Mathews 
Census birth dates per Joann:  1850 Bledsoe Co, TN born about 1834 

1860 Wayne Co, KY born about 1828 
1870 Wayne Co, KY born about 1830 
1880 Wayne Co, KY born about 1840 

married ( ) Martha Walker. Martha married (2nd) James Holeman and Martha and 2nd

husband were on 1850 Bledsoe Co, TN Census with 3 of the 4 children of her 1st

marriage. 
1. James Mathews 
married ( ) Millie Upchurch [born 1836 (XID – 287), daughter of Silas   
Upchurch, a brother of Joseph Upchurch (XID – 282)]. 
2. Christiana Mathews – age 14 in 1850 
3. Sarah J Mathews – age 13 in 1850 married ( ) Joseph Upchurch [XID – 282 –  
Head of line in George/ Shadrack Sub-Clan] 

a. Rebecca Upchurch born 3 Jan 1857 (Wayne Co, KY) 
II. Joette Dunnington input on 27 May 2000 re: above 
Did Sarah and Joseph have more children than Rebecca Upchurch, possibly William Sherman 
Upchurch born 1870 (Russell Co, KY). His death certificate shows father = Joseph Upchurch
and mother = Sarah --- --- possibly Sarah Mathis (blurred certificate). 
III. Joann Cantrell input 27 May 2000 – no help 
IV. Joette Dunnington input on 11 Oct 2000 

A. Libby (Lizzie, Elizabeth) Criswell born about 1870 died about 1901 
married ( ) William Sherman Upchurch died 1929 [William Sherman Upchurch, I] 

1. Joseph E Upchurch [Joseph Edwin Upchurch], I 
2. John William Upchurch [“Will”] 
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(no number) See letter 21 Oct 2000 Sandra Kay Masengale to RPU, Page 13 
At issue is the name of the wife of Joseph Upchurch (XID – 282) born 1829 (Wayne Co, KY) – 
Head of the Joseph Upchurch Line in the George Upchurch/ Shadrack Upchurch Sub-clan. On 
Page 13 Sandra proposes the following sequence: 
I. David Bunch  
married ( ) Judith --- --- 

A. Pouncey Bunch  
married ( ) Sarah Flannagan 

1. James Bunch  
married ( ) Frances Flannagin 

a. Eli Bunch  
married ( ) Rachel --- --- 

i. Sarah Jane Bunch born 1830 (Wayne Co, KY) died 1897   
(Wayne Co, LY) (buried Davis Chapel Methodist Church   
Cemetery, Clinton Co, KY) 
married about 1850 ( ) Joseph Upchurch (XID – 282) born 1829  
(Wayne Co, KY) 

Vs. other records which show that the wife of Joseph Upchurch born 1829 was: 
Sarah Jane (Mathews) Bunch born 1830 (Wayne Co, KY) died 26 Mar 1915 (Cooper Tollgate, 
Wayne Co, KY) (buried – Davis Chapel, Methodist Church Cemetery, Clinton Co, KY) 

(no number) Descendants of Mary W Upchurch born May 1862 – possible daughter of Joseph 
Upchurch born 1829 and granddaughter of George Upchurch – Head of Clan – from letters 5 & 8 
Jan 2004 Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU with input from Linda Doddroe, granddaughter of 
Laura Bell McGowan born oct 1894. 

(entry continued below) 
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