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Joseph Benjamin Upchurch   XID – 3797 
 

 
Commentary: see number 1 on next page for parentage of Joseph Benjamin Upchurch. 

 
Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a valued UAFA 
contributor and outstanding local historian in Cary, NC. 
 
(no number) From letter 25 Aug 2004 James Roy Taylor to RPU – Page 19 – 20 
Henry Baines, Sr born about 1779 (NC) had a daughter Lavisa Baines born Jan 1825 (AL) died 
1900/1907 ( ) (buried – Union Christian Cemetery, Union, Greene Co, AL) who married 10 Jul 
1848 (Greene Co, AL) William Fortson Wilson born Dec 1826/1827 (Greene Co, AL) died 6 Jul 
1907 (Greene Co, AL) (Buried – Greene Co, AL). Six of the children or grandchildren of Lavisa 
and William married 6 children or grandchildren of John Upchurch born 22 Apr 1814 (NC), son 
of Abel Upchurch, Sr – Head of Clan. 
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(no number) From: Letter 25 Aug 2004 James Roy Taylor to RPU – Page 14 
Entry 38F below contains information about Joseph Benjamin Upchurch 
 

 

 
 
(family outline continues below) 
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(1) See 20 Jul 1979 letter Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
Joseph B Upchurch born 18 Jan 1871 died 27 Aug 1950 married 24 Aug 1893 Frances Wilson. 
He is son of John Upchurch (XID – 3776) grandson of Abel Upchurch (XID – 489), great 
grandson of William Upchurch (XID – 160 Head of Clan). [Error –should be Richard Upchurch, 
II – RPU] 
 
(2) See 20 Feb 1980 letter Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
“This Harney Upchurch in Eutaw, AL is the son of my grandfather’s youngest brother Joseph B 
Upchurch. Our family came to MS from Eutaw, AL.” 
 
(3) See sheet received 17 Jul 1981 by RPU from Fred Upton Upchurch, Sr 
Joseph Benjamin Upchurch born 18 Jan 1871 died 27 Aug 1950 married 24 Aug 1893 Fannie 
Mae Wilson born 15 Mar 1876, died 6 Mar 1956. 
Joseph is son of John Upchurch born 22 Apr 1814 (or 1819) (XID – 3776) and grandson of Abel 
Upchurch Sub-clan, Head of William/Abel Upchurch Clan [Abel Upchurch, Sr Clan.] 
 
(4) See sheet received 17 Jul 1981 by RPU from Fred Upton Upchurch, Sr 
Joseph Benjamin Upchurch buried Union Christian Church, Union, AL married Green Co, AL 
Frances E Wilson buried Union, AL. They married at residence of Sydney Moore Wilson, her 
father. Her mother = Rosa Eula Lea Fason. 
 
(5) Proper Outline: 
I. Abel Upchurch, Sr – Head of Clan 
 A. John Upchurch 
  1. Joseph Benjamin Upchurch – RPU 
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(6) See letter Mrs Charlie S Upchurch, III to RPU 18 Jun 1993 
Joseph Benjamin Upchurch married 24 Aug 1893 Fannie Elizabeth Wilson died 5 Mar 1956 
[Mrs Charlie S Upchurch, III = nee Beverly Gwenda Isbell] 
 
(7) See letter 7 Jul 1993 Beverly Gwenda Isbell to RPU 
JBU, a farmer, married 24 Aug 1893 Fannie Elizabeth Wilson died 5 Mar 1956. 
 
JBU had a daughter Edna Upchurch who had a daughter Catherine Elizabeth Willis. Catherine 
had a son Earl out of wedlock fathered by Wood Stephens. Earl was raised by his grandparents 
M/M JBU and went by the name Earl Upchurch. 
 
(8) See letter 6 Aug 1993 Beverly Gwenda Isbell to RPU 
Note that part of info in (7) above is incorrect. It was Edna Upchurch who had a son named Earl 
Upchurch born out of wedlock. Earl was her firstborn and Earl was raised by his grandfather 
Joseph Benjamin Upchurch. 
 
(9) See letter 14 Mar 1997 Beverly Gwenda Isbell to RPU 
JBU born NC (I question this – RPU) died Greene Co, AL married 24 Aug 1893 (not 29 Aug 
1893) Frances Elizabeth Wilson born 15 Mar 1876 died 5 Mar 1956 (Greene Co, AL). They had 
just eight children. 
 
(10) See letter 26 Jun 1997 Robert Perry Upchurch to RPU 
The writer sends in an obituary for his relative Cecil Eugene Upchurch whose grandfather JBU 
was a Great Uncle of Robert Perry Upchurch. JBU and Tillman Perry Upchurch, grandfather of 
Robert Perry Upchurch, lived on adjoining farms when Robert Perry Upchurch was a child 
(would have been about 1920 – a guess – RPU. 
 
(11) See 1880 Census – Greene Co, AL 
Jane A Upchurch  WF 54 born AL  [Armenia Jane Hicks – widow of John  
       Upchurch, Head of Abel Upchurch, Sr/John  
       Upchurch Sub-Clan] 
Joseph D Upchurch son 9 born AL [Joseph Benjamin Upchurch] 
+ 6 other siblings 
 
(12) See letter 3 May 1999 Beverly Gwenda Isbell to RPU 
Beverly responds to RPU question as to whether or not JBU did in fact have only 8 children. She 
responds with several comments showing that the family has no knowledge of other births and 
thinks 8 is the only known number. 
 
(no number) From letter 3 May 1999 Beverly Gwenda Isbell to RPU 
This cemetery is almost certainly in Greene Co, AL and RPU has tentatively designated it as the 
Sidney M Wilson Cemetery. Joseph Benjamin Upchurch [Head of the Joseph Benjamin 
Upchurch Line in the Abel Upchurch, Sr/John Upchurch Sub-clan] married into this Wilson 
Family as did his niece Kate Bell Upchurch. 
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Names in above entry: 
Joseph B Upchurch   Joseph Benjamin Upchurch 
Fannie Mae Wilson Upchurch Kate Upchurch Wilson 
Sidney M Wilson   James M Wilson 
Rosa F Wilson    Henry Frank Wilson 
Emmett M Wilson   Tillman Perry Upchurch 
Dora J Wilson    Regina Sellers Wilson 
Fannie Mae Wilson   William Marvin Wilson 
Ruth Lee    Sam M Wilson 
Avis Lee Wilson   Martha C E Lee Herndon 
Minnie Mayford Wilson 


