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John Jordan Upchurch   XID – 4806 

Commentary: John Jordan Upchurch was the son of Ambrose and the grandson of John IV, 
head of Upchurch Clan 12. He is arguably the most famous Upchurch of them all.  He founded 
the Ancient Order of United Workmen and was known by his admirers and followers as Father 
Upchurch.  This Biofile covers some of the more interesting aspects of his life. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(no number) Excerpt from: Historical Raleigh (NC) from 1792 by: Moses M Amil, 1902 – RPU 
3 Sep 2014, Page 104 
The local Lodges of the order of Red Men, the Elks, Junior Order of American Mechanics, 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, Royal Arcanum, the Heptasophs, Ancient Order United Workmen, 
and the Modern Puritans, are organizations of recent date. 

Organizations: 
AOUW 
Ancient Order of United Workmen  Founder John Jordan Upchurch

(no number) 
John Upchurch 
North Carolina Marriages, 1759 – 1979 
marriage: 29 May 1830 
Wake, North Carolina 
spouse: Angelina G Green 

(no number) The article below on JJU sent to RPY by Gerald Thorp Leonard in a letter dated 
19 Jul 2010. It appeared in the News & Observer in Raleigh, NC – undated. This item is new to 
RPU records. 

(see article below) 
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(no number) Re: Family of John Jordan Upchurch from Ancestry.cm – 26 Sep 2008 – RPU 

1870 Census, Trumbull Co, OH – PO = Warren
Name born about age
John J Upchurch 1821 49 NC foreman in RR smith shop
Angeline Upchurch 1824 46 PA
Rufus W Upchurch 1853 17 PA jewelers apprentice
Charles F Upchurch 1856 14 PA
Horace Upchurch 1858 12 PA
John Upchurch 1862 8 PA
William Upchurch 1865 5 PA
Lizzie Popenhagen 1855 15 Germany, servant

1880 Census, Pettis Co, MC – Sedalia
Name born about age
J J Upchurch 1820 60 NC head; works in RR shop
Anna Y Upchurch 1826 54 PA wife; [Y = G]
T F Upchurch 1854 26 NC son; machinist
W A Upchurch 1864 16 PA son
Curtis L Upchurch 1870 10 OH

1900 Census, Crawford Co, MO – Steelville = Res; Home = Meramel
Name born about age
W A Upchurch Sep 1865 35 PA head; married 17 yrs; F & M born PA
Ollivia Upchurch Sep 1863 36 MO wife; [4, 3]
Chas H Upchurch Jul 1884 15 MO son
Lewis J Upchurch May 1886 14 MO son
Juanita Upchurch Apr 1890 10 MO dau

1910 Census, St Louis, Mo (Independent City), St Louis Ward 23
Name born about age
George S Etter 1836 74 head
Sarah C Etter* 1852 28 wife, [5, 4]
Zinnie L Hammer 1882 28 dau
Mettie W Hammer 1887 23 stepdaughter
Laura E Upchurch 1890 20 stepdaughter, [1, 1], married 2 years
Charles H Upchurch 1885 25 step son in law
Charles M Upchurch 1909 8/12 step grandson
Olivia Upchurch 1868 42 boarder
Faustina M Miller 1887 23 boarder

*Since Laura E Upchurch is stepdaughter of George S Etter – Sarah must have married earlier - 
RPU 
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1920 Census, St Louis, Mo – Richmond Heights
Name born about age
Charles Upchurch 1886 34 renter, wire mfg co
Laura Upchurch 1890 30
Ruth Upchurch 1911 9
Lee Upchurch 1915 5
John Upchurch 1916 4 4 2/12
Joseph Upchurch 1918 1 1 6/12
Olivia Upchurch 1866 54 widow

1920 Census, St Louis, Mo – Richmond Heights
Name born about age
Charles Upchurch 1886 34 renter, wire mfg co
Laura Upchurch 1890 30
Ruth Upchurch 1911 9
Lee Upchurch 1915 5
John Upchurch 1916 4 4 2/12
Joseph Upchurch 1918 1 1 6/12
Olivia Upchurch 1866 54 widow

1930 Census, St Louis, Mo – Richmond Heights
Name born about age
Charles H Upchurch 1885 45 MO head; renter, married age 23, father born 

PA, foreman wire factory
Laura E Upchurch 1889 41 MO widow, married age 19
Ruth O Upchurch 1911 19 MO dau
Lee W Upchurch 1914 16 MO son
John J Upchurch 1916 14 MO son
Joseph G Upchurch 1919 11 MO son
Harry L Upchurch 1922 8 MO son
Lawrence G Upchurch 1925 5 MO son
Helen E Upchurch 1928 1 MO 1 6/12
Olivia E Upchurch 1865 65 MO father & mother born MO

(biofile continued below) 
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I. John Upchurch, IV – Head of Clan 
A. Ambrose Upchurch 1792 – 1824 

1. John Jordan Upchurch born 26 Mar 1820 (NC) died 1887 (MO) (Buried – St  
Louis, MO) 
married 1841 (Raleigh, NC) Angelina Green born 1825 (PA) died 1896 (MO)  
(buried as husband) 

a. Theodore Fairfax Upchurch born 11 May 1844 (Raleigh, NC) 
b. Rufus W Upchurch born about 1853 (PA) 
c. Charles F Upchurch born about 1856 (PA) died before 17 Jan 1887 
d. Horace C Upchurch born 4 Aug 1860 (PA) died 1917 (MO) 
e. John C Upchurch born about 1862 (PA) 
f. William A Upchurch born Sep 1864 (PA) 
married about 1883 ( ) Olivia E Adair born Sep 1863 (MO) died after  
1930 

i. Charles H Upchurch born 8 Jul 1884 (MO)  
married 2 Oct 1908 ( ) Laura E Hammer born about 1889 (MO)  
[1910 = 1, 1] 

(I) Charles M Upchurch born 15 Aug 1909 
(II) Ruth O Upchurch born 3 Dec 1910 MO) 
(III) William Lee Upchurch born 21 Mar 1914 (MO)  
(IV) John J Upchurch bon 11 Nov 1915 (MO) 
(V) George Joseph Upchurch born 14 Jul 1918 (MO) 
(VI) Harry L Upchurch born 15 Jul 1921 
(VII) Lawrence G Upchurch born 28 May 1924 (Richmond 
Hts, St Louis Co, MO) 
(VIII) Helen E Upchurch born 21 Oct 1928 (Richmond  
Heights, St Louis Co, MO) 

ii. Lewis J Upchurch born May 1886 (MO) 
iii. Juanita NMN Upchurch born Apr 1850 (MO) 

g. Curtis L Upchurch born about 1870 (OH) 

(no number) Upchurch citations found on Internet by Charles John Peterson, Jr and sent to RPU 
in letter 22 Mar 2004. A copy of this article appears as Page(s) 193, 194 with the letter and in 
abstract form below. 
Further identified as: History of Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, Crawford & Gasconade 
Counties – Missouri, 1958 – presents a series of Biographies on of which is: 

Note: My analysis proves this article was inter about 1895 + 2 years – RPU 19 Oct 1001 

Cross-file: 
John Jordan Upchurch 
Theodore Fairfax Upchurch 
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(no number) Summary of input by Nancy Louise Weems & follow-up by RPU – See her letter 
of 15 Nov 2003 for original documents. This excerpt has been filed with: 

Woodmen of the World 
John Jordan Upchurch 
David E Upchurch 

Nancy saw this reference in her father’s copy of Woodmen magazine. It concerns David E 
Upchurch portraying himself as John Jordan Upchurch. The first article was in Nov – Dec 2002 
under the heading “Woodmen News”. The follow-up with her and biofile of David E Upchurch 
re my lack of luck in reading him as of today 15 Aug 2004 - RPU 
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(8) From: A Harris Family Journal by Robert E Harris 



12 

Pg 4 
I. Thomas Harris born 1614 died 1672 – England  VA age 8 
Pg 10 A. Thomas Harris born 1636 (Charles City Co, VA) died 1688 

Married Ann Martin in Charles City Co, VA 
Pg 11  1. Edward Harris born 1663 died 1734 born and died Isle of Wight Co, VA 
Pg 22  a. Edward Harris born 1698 (Isle of Wight Co, VA) died 1740 (Isle of  

Wight Co, VA) 
Married about 1719 ( ) Mary Thorpe, daughter of Timothy Thorpe 

Pg 23  i. Edward Harris born 1720 (Isle of Wight Co, VA) 
Married --- --- --- on 10 Jun 1746. 
Edward sold to Daniel Batten the 240 acres that had been owned  
by his great grandparents Thomas Harris & Ann (Martin) Harris. 

Pg 24  (I) Edward Harris born --- (Isle of Wight Co, VA) died  
1807 (Granville Co, NC) married Priscilla --- ---.  
Date of move to NC not stated. Her will probated 1807  
(Granville Co, NC) 

Note: The Journal  (A) Edward Harris 
provides (B) Jonothan Harris 
no further (C) Anne Harris. Anne married John Upchurch1 on June 21, 
information  1790 in Granville Co, North Carolina 

(D) Frances Harris. Frances married Leo Jackson on October 5, 
1792 in Granville Co, North Carolina 

(E) Elijah Harris 
(F) Mary Harris. Mary married Samuel Bailey on June 14,  

1796 in Granville Co, North Carolina. 
(G) Martha Harris. Martha married Ephraim Bailey on   

February 24, 1797 in Granville County, North Carolina 

1 John Upchurch was John Upchurch IV XID – 170 [Head of Upchurch Clan 12] born 1770 died 
--- married 12 Jun 1790 (Granville Co, NC) Mary Ann Harris (XID – 999) born about 1770 
(Granville Co, NC). Their only child Ambrose Upchurch born about 1792. One of 4 
grandchildren of John & Ann was the famous John Jordan Upchurch.2 

2 The name Jordan as used by successive Harris generations may have originated when Daniel 
Harris born about 1695 died 1763 married about 1725 (Isle of Wight Co, VA) Jane Jordan. See 
separate extract of Jordan – Harris Family Relationships. 

(no number) Item in letter 13 Mar 2003 Elsie Sue Gorman to RPU 
Biographical Sketch of John Jordan Upchurch, Crawford County, Missouri 
From “History of Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, Crawford and Gasconade Counties”, 
Biographical Apendix, Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1888. 
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Ran across this online = thought it was interesting! 

[Note: The father of John Jordan Upchurch was not John Upchurch but rather Ambrose 
Upchurch – RPU]  
Cross-filed: 
Living sons: Theodore Fairfax Upchurch, John C Upchurch, William A Upchurch, Horace C 
Upchurch, Curtis L Upchurch. 
Deceased sons (not named): Rufus W Upchurch; Charles F Upchurch 
Contributors: Joe Miller; Penny Harrell 
John Jordan Upchurch 
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(no number) Upchurch Mentions in Wake – Capital County of North Carolina 
Vol I – Prehistory through Centennial by Elizabeth Reid Murray 
Page 
103 Olive Chapel Church community is in extreme wester Wake Co – There were Upchurch 

families in the community by 1780s [John Upchurch III] 
270n Present at Jan 1858 Merchants Meeting in Raleigh, NC: W C Upchurch [William Clinton 

Upchurch]; Upchurch & Royster 
282 John J Upchurch [John Jordan Upchurch] had a machine shop on Morgan Street in 

Raleigh, NC in the 1840s  
290 W C U [William Clinton Upchurch] was a Raleigh, NC grocer who in the 1840s provided 

the Standard newspaper with prices to be published 
358 In 1850, several families living in the vicinity of New Ruin organized a Baptist  
358n congregation and about midway the race track road built Olive’s or Olive Chapel, named 

for Rev. Johnson Olive, their neighbor and first pastor. The church’s influence on the 
community became so strong that it was not many years before the bar at the tavern 
closed down, the betting on races ceased, and promoters of both, in the words of a church 
historian “either moved into the church or out of the community.” The tavern building 
became a country store, operated by John Upchurch [John Rufus Upchurch? – RP] and 
his descendants.142

142Grace Lawrence, “A History of Olive Chapel Baptist Church,” interview with Carl P 
Holleman, Apex Town Attorney and local history researcher, based on his informal 
conversations with western Wake area residents, 1970s. Members of the local John 
Upchurch family owned the site for some years and are said to have operated their store 
in the tavern building, which was still standing in the 1970s. 

521n In the summer of 1865 one Emily Upchurch applied for aid based on the fact that she had 
formerly relied on the Milburnie Paper Mill destroyed by Yankees 

562 Branson’s NC Business Directory from 1867 – 1872 included Alfred Upchurch’s and T 
G Jenkins Carriage & Buggy factories [partners vs 2 companies? – RPU] 

563 Bailey P Williamson & Orlando Shay operated the North State Foundry during the Civil 
War but dissolved the partnership in 1865 

567 W Upchurch, grocer [William Clinton Upchurch I] was one of several Raleigh business 
operators that continued to operate during the Civil War or soon reopened 

568 Pictures 3 buildings on Fayetteville Street in Raleigh NC which housed 4 businesses in
the 1870s. One of these housed Edwards & Broughton (see below) upstairs and the 
Williamson, Upchurch, Thomas Grocery downstairs 
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572 Multistoried buildings started in Raleigh, NC by 4 years after the Civil War included the 
3-story brick store at Wilmington & Martin for Upchurch & Dodd [William George 
Upchurch]. 

574 The Raleigh Board of Trade organized in 1871 included William Upchurch [William 
Clinton Upchurch or William George Upchurch – RPU] 

607n Incorporators of the Raleigh Baptist Female Seminary in 1870 – 1871 included W G U 
[William George Upchurch] 

652 About 1867 lots were platted in Apex – J R U bought one [John Rufus Upchurch? – 
RPU] 

664 Describes Green Level – was on a major road connecting Raleigh and Pittsboro. Its Post 
Office was an early one to be reopened after the Civil War – Miss A D Upchurch was 
first post-war postmaster [A D Upchurch =    ] 
The area had at least 7 stores in 1872: John Upchurch [John Upchurch = John Rufus 
Upchurch? – RPU] + J W Bolling, Howell & Perry. R H Jinks, W S Jinks, J W Mitchell, 
B M Yates 

(1) John Jordan Upchurch born 26 Mar 1872 died 17 Jan 1887 Steelville, MO married 4 Jun 
1841 Angelina Green of Raleigh, NC, born 8 Dec1825 died 30 Apr 1896, burial of both in 
Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. Louis, MO. The marker shows he was age 67- correct age 65.  

(2) Marriages in Granville County, NC 
John Jordan Upchurch married 4 Jun 1841 Angelina Ziegenfuss Green of Raleigh, NC daughter 
of Salome Green (29, page 44). 

(3) John Jordan Upchurch born 26 Mar 1820 died 17 Jan 1887 was son of Ambrose Upchurch 
born 1792 and grandson of John Upchurch, IV (XID – 170) (Head of Clan). 

(4) 31 Jul 1980. Checked with Jimmy Hillman. He does not know about AOUW but will look up 
same in his book at home (he later gave negative report). He suggests I check with Larry Klein in 
the School of Business. 



16 

(4) [repeated number – CJM 7 Nov 2020] See Book extract “Crawford Co & Cuba, MO’ 
John Jordan Upchurch & 10 others formed a chapter of AOUW in Steelville, MO on 30 Jul 
1880. Called “The Founders Lodge”. Purpose – to unite labor & management. “The greatest 
good for the greatest number.” 

(5) See Bellefontaine Cemetery Notes, St Louis, MO – made by RPU in St Louis 9 Aug 80. 
Includes description of the JJU monument. Includes burial certificates and 1944 Tribute recorded 
in St Louis Globe – Democrat. Lists National Fraternal Congress. 

(6) John J Upchurch of Henderson, Granville Co married to Angelina Ziegenfus Green of 
Raleigh, 1 Je 1841 per Raleigh Register Newspaper, 4 Je 1841 (1) 

(7) John Jordan Upchurch 26 Mar 1820 – 18 Jan 1887 – born on farm in Franklin Co, NC – one 
of four children of Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurch. Married Angelina Green 1 Jun 1841 
– They had 15 children – see reference for biography (19). 

(8) Per Attachment #34 West Letter to RPU 1975-Wake County, NC Marriage Records 
29 May 1830 John Upchurch married Angelina G Green -witnesses =William Upchurch; H. 
Williams. 

(9) See attachment 2 Feb 1978 letter Elna E Burkhalter to RPU 
Marriages & Death Notices in Raleigh Register and North Carolina State Gazette 1826 – 1845. A 
Bulletin of the NC State Library 
Per 4 Jun 1841 RR John J Upchurch of Henderson, Granville Co, NC married Angelina 
Ziegenfuss Green on 1 Jun in Raleigh. [The Carrie L Broughton Book shows bride is “of” 
Raleigh]. 

(10) See Wake County NC Marriage Bonds form 31 Oct 1977 Letter Mrs J W Priest to RPU 
Angelina G Green married John Upchurch Bond Date = 29 May 1830. Bondsman = William X 
Upchurch; Witness = A Williams 

(11) See Photo File 83-16 for photo of John Jordan Upchurch and his wife and son and daughter 
in law. This picture also appears in Upchurch Bulletin Vol4, Issue 3, Page 87 (1983). 

(12) See 1880 Census – Pettis Co, MO – Sedalia Township 
J J Upchurch WM 60 born NC 
Anna Upchurch wife 54 born PA 
T F Upchurch  son 36 born NC 
W A Upchurch son  16 born PA 
Curtis L Upchurch son 10 born OH 
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(no number) 
Dictionary of American Biography, Volume 10, edited by Dumas Malone, Pages 119, 120 
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(no number) Copied from Page 45, 46 (29) for John J Upchurch
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(no number) Note: This item and WOW Nov 79 article attached rec’d from Jessie L Lee in 
letter 12 Mar 1981 – RPU 

Note: This and the attached material were extracted and published in Upchurch Bulletin, Vol 2, 
#2, Page 17 – RPU 
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(1) Book “Goodspeed’s History of Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, Crawford & Gascombe 
Counties – Missouri: Originally published by Goodspeed Publishing Co – Chicago 1888. This 
book found in DAR Library, Washington, DC 16 Jan 1980 and extracted by RPU. John Jordan 
Upchurch (Page 1066) was the principle Upchurch in the DAR Index but several others appear 
and were all included herein below – RPU 
Part I Pages 13 – 199 – History of Missouri (no Upchurches found) 
Part II History County by County for above 5 counties. All the Upchurches are in the Crawford 
County Section. 

General  Pages 536 – 616 
Biographical Pages 1021 – 1070 

Crawford Co – General 
Formed 23 Jan 1829 (County) 
Steelville (county seat of Crawford Co) 

First Settler = William Britton in 1833 
Incorporated 4 May 1859 but lapsed until 1873 

Page 584 When it was incorporated again – followed by more defaults until 1879 when the 
following trustees were elected (5 listed). In 1880 (5 listed), in 1884 (5 listed).  
In April 1882, trustees elected were: 

Thomas R Gibson, Chairman 
J C Whitmire, Clerk 
W T Key, Treasurer 
J J Upchurch 
Wilson Haley. 

In 1883, the list did not include JJU. 
On 13 Apr 1885, the Trustees took steps to promote Steelville to a 4th Class City. This required a 
Census to show a population of over 500 and an election by voters to ratify the ordinance. JJU, J 
R Pumphrey and William M Robinson were appointed judges of election. Vote on 19 May 1885 
was favorable. 
Page 586 On April 6, 1886 for Mayor J R Pumphrey got 39 votes and JJU got 26. 
On Page 586 & 587 Two Lodges are described (Different types? – RPU] 
I. Lebanon Lodge, No 77, AF&AM chartered October 14, 1846 (AL 5846) with charter 
members: --- (no Upchurch listed) 
II. Founders Lodge, No 224, AOUW, named after J J Upchurch 
Need to copy Pages 587, 588, 589, 1066, 1067 

(biofile continues below) 
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(no number) See letter 4 Oct 1987 Amelia May Parham to RPU 
Inscriptions in the Upchurch Bible originally held by Mary Ann Upchurch who was age 9 on the 
1850 Census of Granville Co, NC. 

1. Martha Alice Upchurch   born 4 Oct 1858 
2. Proscilla M Upchurch born 2 Apr 1818 
3. John Upchurch  born 26 Mar 1820 
4. Mary Ann Elizabeth Upchurch  born 13 Apr 1822 
5. William H Upchurch born 29 Oct 1824 

(no number) See letter 1 Apr 1989 Virginia Diann Kenney to RPU 
John H Upchurch [JJU] of Henderson, Granville Co, NC married 1 Jun 1841 Angeline 
Ziegenfus Green of Raleigh, NC 

(no number) Excerpt from letter 10 Dec 1993 Janet Lee Lighthill to RPU 
Re: John Jordan Upchurch 

(no number) See letter 15 Nov 1995 Charles John Peterson, Jr to RPU 
JJU born 26 Mar 1820 died 18 Jan 1887. His father murdered in 1824. JJU settled in 1873 in 
Steelville, MO; his grave marked by a 36 foot tall monument. His burial site in Bellefontaine 
Cemetery chosen by AOUW Grand Lodge of Missouri. From St Louis South Side Journal 19 
Aug 1990. 
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(no number) From letter 4 Feb 1997 Janet Lee Lighthill to RPU 

In the above cousin Jan gives her reasoned judgment that John Jordan Upchurch fits into the Hill 
Family of NC as follows: 
I. Green Hill, Sr 

A. Green Hill, Jr 
1. Jordan Hill 

B. Henry Hill 
1. Elizabeth Hill 
married ( ) Ambrose Upchurch 

a. John Jordan Upchurch
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(no number) From: The NC Genealogical Society, Vol 27, No 3, Page 285, Aug 2001 
(Abstracts from Raleigh, NC Newspapers for 1841 – Vital Records) 

(biofile continues below) 
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