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Jesse Upchurch     XID – 5914 

 

Commentary: Jesse Upchurch was born in 1802 in Kentucky and passed away in 1875 in Henry 

County, Tennessee.  He was the son of John Upchurch V and the grandson of William Upchurch, 

head of Upchurch clan #9. He married his cousin, Delaney “Dillie” Butts prior to 1825 and this 

marriage produce 10 offspring.  Following the death of Dillie, Jesse married Martha Susan 

Jackson. 

 

Acknowledgements: This biofile was transcribed by UAFA coordinator of Biofiles, Carla J. 

Michaels of Cary, NC. 

 

(no number) Excerpt from biofile of John Upchurch, V – entry 27 Jan 2015 

I. William Upchurch, IV – Head of Clan 

 A. John Upchurch, V 

  1. Jesse Upchurch 

 

Input of Mrs Dixie Hickey 

 

Jesse Upchurch was born 23 May 1802 in Greenville County South Carolina, died 10 August 

1875 in Henry County, Tennessee, and was there buried in the Hughes Cemetery. He was 

enumerated as head of household in the 1830 – 1870 Henry County, Tennessee, census records. 

Jesse Upchurch served as a juror in August 1845 for the State v. Joseph H Dillahunty – Bastardy. 

Jesse was first married to Delana “Dilly” Butts, who was born 29 August 1803 and died 24 

February 1866. He was married second 12 June 1869 to Martha Susan Jackson. Jesse and Delana 

had five known children: Elizabeth Upchurch, Katherine Upchurch, Zenobie Upchurch, Julie 

Upchurch, and Frances Upchurch. 

 

Note: need to reconcile data with RPU Master Outline. 

 

(no number) Records for the Jesse Upchurch Line in the William Upchurch, IV/ John Upchurch, 

V Sub-clan – RPU 14 Apr 2013 

 

Sue S Reed is nee Barbara Sue Smith, a descendant of two sons of John Upchurch, V – Joshua 

and David. 

 

Family Tree of Sue S Reed 

Jesse Upchurch 

Birth 23 May 1802 in South Carolina 

Death 10 Aug 1875 in Henry Co, Tennessee 

 

1853  Named in Will of father John Upchurch 

30 Apr  Henry Co, Tennessee 
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Age: 50 …all other property not specified to be sold and the $200 paid to my son Jesse  

  Upchurch, the balance to be divided between my two sons Jesse & David and the  

  five living heirs of son Joshua, decd. in three equal portions… 

 

1869  Marriage to Martha Susan Jackson 

12 Jun  Henry Co, Tennessee 

Age: 67 

 

1875  Burial 

10 Aug  Henry Co, Tennessee 

  Upchurch Cemetery 

 

Family Members 

Parents 

John Upchurch    1776 – 1854 

Elizabeth “Betsy” Hawkins   1772 – 1852 

Spouse & Children 

 Delaney Butts    1802 – 1866 

  Elizabeth Upchurch  1825 –  

  Susannah Upchurch  1825 – 1866 

  Sarah Ann Upchurch  1828 – 1897 

  Alexander Upchurch  1828 – 1867 

  Nancy Catherine Upchurch 1831 – 1906 

  Averilla Jackson Upchurch 1834 – 1875 

  Harriett A Upchurch  1835 – 1877 

  Ariel Amanda Upchurch 1843 – 1872 

  Frances J Upchurch  1845 – 1869 

Spouse & Children 

Martha Susan Jackson    1820 – 1887 

 

(no number) Records for John Upchurch, V – Head of the William Upchurch, IV/ John 

Upchurch V Sub-Clan – RPU 14 Apr 2013 – Census Records 1800 – 1840 

 

1800 Census – SC, Greenville Co 

 Age Range  

M 15 – 25 1775 – 1784 John Upchurch, V born 1781 

F 16 – 25 1775 – 1784 Elizabeth Hawkins born 1776 

M 0 – 10 1790 – 1800 Joshua Upchurch born 1808 

M 0 – 10 1790 – 1800 Jesse Upchurch 
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1810 Census – KY, Warren Co 

 Age Range  

M 16 – 25 1785 – 1794 John Upchurch, V born 1781 

F 26 – 44 1766 – 1784 Elizabeth Hawkins born 1776 

F 10 – 15 1795 – 1800 not on 1800 Census 

M 0 – 10 1800 – 1810 Joshua Upchurch born 1800 

M 0 – 10 1800 – 1810 Jesse Upchurch born 1802 

M 0 – 10 1800 – 1810 David Upchurch born 1809 

F 0 – 10 1800 – 1810 Anna Upchurch born 1807 

F 0 – 10 1800 – 1810 Catherine Upchurch born 1810 

F 0 – 10 1800 – 1810 Ariel/ Annah born 1807 

 

1830 Census – KY, Henry Co 

 Age Range  

M 50 – 59 1771 – 1780 John Upchurch, V born 1781 

F 50 – 59 1771 – 1780 Elizabeth Hawkins born 1776 

M 15 – 19 1811 – 1835 James Jackson Upchurch born 1813 

M 5 – 9 1821 – 1835 Sarah Ann Upchurch born 1821 

 

1840 Census – TN, Henry Co 

 Age Range  

M 50 – 59 1781 – 1790 John Upchurch, V born 1781 

F 60 – 69 1771 – 1780 Elizabeth Hawkins born 1776 

M 20 – 29 1811 – 1820 James Jackson Upchurch born 1813 

 

Note: The array below provides for 9 children for John Upchurch, V on the presumption that a 

child was born every 2 years – a common occurrence and a fair fit in this case. Child #1 is on the 

1810 Census but otherwise absent with more evidence the birth order could be rearranged. There 

could have been 3 mor births between #8 & #9 (1814, 1816, 1818). This array should be 

considered tentative – RPU. 

 

I. William Upchurch, IV – Head of Clan 

 A. John Upchurch, V born about 1781 

 married before 1800 ( ) Elizabeth Hawkins born about 1776 

  1. --- --- Upchurch (F) born about 1798 – not on 1800, 1810 

  2. Joshua Upchurch born about 1800 

  3. Jesse Upchurch born about 1802 

  4. Ariel Upchurch born about 1804 

  5. Anna Upchurch born about 1806 

  6. David Upchurch born about 1808 

  7. Catherine Upchurch born about 1810 

  8. James Jackson Upchurch born about 1812 (mother = 36) 

  9. Sarah Ann Upchurch born about 1821 (mother = 45) 
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(no number) Family of John Upchurch, V of the William Upchurch, IV Clan – RPU 14 Apr 

2013 

Sue S Reed is nee Barbara Sue Smith, a descendant of two sons of John Upchurch, V – Joshua 

and David. 

 

Family Tree of Sue S Reed 

John Upchurch 

Birth 1776 in North Carolina 

Death 27 Oct 1854 in Henry Co, Tennessee 

Family Members 

Parents 

No father 

No mother 

Spouse & Children 

 Elizabeth “Betsy” Hawkins  1772 – 1852 

  Joshua Upchurch  1800 – 1844 

  Catherine Upchurch  1810 – 1848 

  John Upchurch, Jr  1801 –  

  Jesse Upchurch  1802 – 1875 

  David Upchurch  1809 – 1871 

  James Jackson Upchurch 1813 – 1858 

  Ariel Upchurch  1821 - 1839 

Spouse & Children 

Martha Susan Jackson    1820 – 1887 

 

Catherine Upchurch 

Birth between 1800 – 1810 

Death before 1848 

 

1826  Marriage to Thomas L Darnell 

before 

Age: 26 

Spouse & Children 

 Thomas L Darnell   1799 – 1860 

  William N Darnell  1826 – 1885 

  Sarah Jane Darnell  1826 – 1853 

  James Darnell   1831 – 1880 

  Thomas L Darnell  1839 –  

 

John Upchurch, Jr 

Birth about 1801 
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Death 

Parents 

John Upchurch     1776 – 1854 

Elizabeth “Betty” Hawkins   1772 – 1852 

 Spouse & Children 

 No spouse 

Note: More evidence is needed to prove that John Upchurch, V born 1776 (1781?) had a son 

John Upchurch, Jr – RPU 

 

Ariel Upchurch 

Birth 1821 

Death about 1839 

No spouse 

 

James Jackson Upchurch  

Birth 06 Jan 1813 in Kentucky 

Death 01 Apr 1858 in (prob) Henry Co, Tennessee 

 

1853  Named in Will of father John Upchurch 

30 Apr  Henry Co, Tennessee 

Age: 40 …to heirs of son James Jackson Upchurch – home tract of land, and 20 acres  

  lying on the south side of Beaverdam Creek and also 20 acres off of the southwest 

   corner of the Darnell tract, negro boy Isaac 

 

(no number) See letter 9 Dec 1990 Barbara Sue Smith to RPU 

I. William Upchurch, IV – Head of Clan   Errors from chart 

 A. John Upchurch, V     by Ellie (Nance) 

  1. Jesse Upchurch    Bowles 

Sue says Ellie  a. Zenobia Upchurch 

got it wrong.   married ( ) William Bradford   ZBB is a daughter 

This couple   i. Zenobia Belzora Bradford    of Susan 

didn’t exist  b. Susan Upchurch (Susannah) born 7 Sep 1825 

   married ( ) James Bradford 

    i. Zenobia Belzora Bradford 

Sue says Ellie  c. Elizabeth Upchurch married ( ) John Jackson 

got it wrong.    i. Henry Jackson     They are sons 

This couple did  ii. Jesse Jackson     of 

not exist.  d. Sarah Ann Upchurch married ( ) George W Jackson 

    i. William Henry Jackson 

    ii. Jesse Spencer Jackson 
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C. Jesse 

 10/11. Zenobia/Susan – The information that I started with originally was from a family 

tree drawn in 1961 by Ellie Nance Bowles. Although it provided a great base, I have also found 

many errors in it. I believe that the listing that showed Zenobia Bradford’s parents as Zenobia 

Upchurch and William Bradford is one of them. there may have been a Zenobia Upchurch, but I 

have not found any record of her or of a William Bradford. However, there is a record of the 

marriage of Susan Upchurch and James Bradford. In their household in the 1860 Census they 

have a daughter Zenobee Bradford, age 4, which fits with the age of Zenobia Belzora Bradford. I 

further believe that the Susannah Bradford listed in the Upchurch Cemetery is this Susan as her 

age in the census records fits with her birth date on the tombstone. 

 

2. Sarah Ann Upchurch married George W Jackson – vs. – 8. Elizabeth Upchurch married John 

Jackson. The Elizabeth/ John family is another one I’m having doubts about. Purportedly their 

children were named Henry and Jesse. I can find no trace of this family as yet – no marriage 

record, no census records, no cemetery records. However, the Sarah/ George family has sons 

Henry and Jesse. So don’t know if there were really 2 families that similar. 

 

(no number) From letter 25 Jun 1994 Mae Gean McElroy to RPU 

Ansearchin News, Vol 28 (1981) 

Page 62 Henry Co, TN 1836 Tax Record 

  John Upchurch  1 white poll 

Page 63 Jesse Upchurch 1 white poll & 50 acres 

Page 140 Henry Co, TN 1836 Tax Record 

  John Upchurch, Jr 1 poll 

  David Upchurch  1 poll & 40 acres 

  John Upchurch, Sr 130 acres, 2sl 

  Joshua Upchurch 200 acres, 4 sl, 1 poll 

 

(1) See Marriage Records – Henry Co, TN – received 31 Aug 1981 by RPU from Barbara Sue 

Smith 

 Jesse Upchurch married 12 Jun 1869 Martha S Winn [nee Martha S Jackson] 

 No return, Bondsman: A J Winn 

[Note: The above is of the William Upchurch, IV/ John Upchurch Sub-clan. I presume Winn = 

Wynn – RPU] 

 

(2) See letter received 31 Aug 1981 by RPU from Barbara Sue Smith 

Jesse Upchurch [son of John Upchurch – XID – 652] married 1st Dillie Butts who is referred to 

in 1850 Census of Sumner Co, TN as “Delany”. He married 2nd Martha S Jackson on 12 Jun 

1869 in Henry Co, TN. Martha S Jackson had been married twice before –  

 1st to William Thompson and had son John Jackson Thompson (XID – 5890) 

 who married Martha Jane Upchurch (XID – 5888) 

 2nd to Richard Winn 
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Children of Jesse Upchurch and Dillie Butts are shown on 1850 census of [Sumner Co, TN] 

[should be Henry Co, TN – RPU] as: 

1. Alexander Upchurch [born TN] age 22  5. Averilla Upchurch [born TN] age 12 

2. Sarah Upchurch [born TN] age 21   6. Ariel Upchurch [born TN] age 7 

3. Catherine Upchurch [born TN] age 19  7. Frances Upchurch [born TN] age 4 

4. Harris Upchurch [born TN] age 15 

 [Harriet Upchurch] 

 

[Barbara says “The 1850 Sumner Co, TN Census lists Jesse Upchurch as age 48 which ties in 

with birth date of 1802 for XID – 5914. However, the only child that ties in with the list we got 

off the Ellie Nance Bowles family tree is Catherine. Can you shed more light?] 

 

(3) See letter 15 Jan 1981 Barbara Sue Smith to RPU 

Jessie Upchurch born 23 May 1802 died 10 Aug 1875 buried in Upchurch Cemetery, Henry Co, 

TN married Dillie Butts. 

Jessie Upchurch is son of John Upchurch born 1772, Head of William Upchurch, IV, John 

Upchurch Sub-clan. John Upchurch moved NC → TN late 1700s. 

 

(4) See letter 2 Apr 1981 Mrs R E McDonald [nee Delores Marie Hawkins] to RPU 

John Upchurch married circa 1800 (Greenville Co, SC) moved to KY then to Henry Co, TN 

where he left a will (Book H, Page 619 – 620) dated 30 Apr 1853, recorded Nov 1854. Jesse 

Upchurch was named as a child. Jesse Upchurch born circa 1802 (SC) per census records. 

 

(5) See letter 21 May 1981 Delores Marie Hawkins to RPU 

Jesse Upchurch born circa 1802 (SC) – wife Delaney born circa 1803 (GA).  

One son and 6 daughters on 1850 Census – Henry Co, TN as follows: 

1. Alexander Upchurch born circa 1828 

2. Sarah Upchurch born circa 1829 

3. Catherine Upchurch born circa 1831 

4. Harriet Upchurch born circa 1835 

5. Averilla Upchurch born circa 1838 

6. Ariel A Upchurch born circa 1843 

7. Frances J Upchurch born circa 1846 

 

(6) See will of John Upchurch (Head of William Upchurch, IV/ John Upchurch Sub0clan) – 

probated Nov 1854 in Henry Co TN – written 30 Apr 1853. John Upchurch xx his son Jesse 

Upchurch – gives him 2 negroes Johnson & Druscilla and furniture and $200 before a division. 

Frees his negro Sophia and says she can live with son Jesse or David. Jesse and David are 

executors. Jesse produced the will for probate. Jesse and David to divide proceeds of sale after 

bequests are met. No land bequest to Jesse. 
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(7) See 1850 Census Henry Co, TN (16th Civil District – 11 Sep 1850) 

Page 396 – 397, Dwelling 110, Family 110 

Jesse Upchurch  48M Farmer  $700 RE born SC cannot R or W 

Delany Upchurch  47F     born GA [Dillie Butts] 

Alexander Upchurch 22M Farmer  $250 RE born TN 

Sarah Upchurch 21F     born TN [Sara Ann Upchurch] 

Catherine Upchurch 19F     born TN 

Harriet Upchurch 15F     born TN 

Averilla J Upchurch 12F     born TN 

Ariel J Upchurch  7F     born TN 

Frances J Upchurch 4F     born TN 

 

(8) See 7 letters in Alexander Upchurch (XID – 7056) biofile – entry date 11 Sep 1985 

These 7 letters written between 7 Feb 1857 and 26 Apr 1861 from 2 daughters of Jesse Upchurch 

[Harriet A Upchurch and Averilla J Upchurch] to their brother Alexander Upchurch in TX. 

Written from Henry Co, TN. Jesse Upchurch is portrayed as a successful farmer sending money 

to his son and, through his daughter, asking him to come back and farm. 

 

(9) See letter 12 May 1986 Ruth Kenney to RPU 

Page 2& 3 = letter written Sep 1848 in Independence, MO by Joseph Baker [husband of Elender 

Butts] to his brother in law Andrew Jackson Butts in Victoria, TX. 

“We have lately heard from Tennessee the connections are all well and Katherine Darnell is dead 

and Joshua also. Darnel married Jesse Upchurch’s widow. Delaney has had fourteen children. 

Page 4 & 5 – letter written Sep 1850 or 1852 from Lewis Butts of Jackson Co, MO to his Uncle 

Andrew Jackson Butts in Victoria, TX. “We have had a letter from Uncle Jesse Upchurch, and 

they was all well.” 

Page 21 is letter Leonard Meyer to Ruth Kenney – 16 Feb 1983 

“I think there is no doubt that Delany Butts married Jesse Upchurch. It seems one of their sons 

Alexander moved to TX when he was about 21 and is the father of the Upchurch family my 

family grew up with. 

 

(10) See letter 18 Mar 1986 Barbara Sue Smith RPU 

Jesse Upchurch married Delaney Butts. [I will accept spelling of Delaney henceforth – RPU] 

 

(11) See letter 31 Oct 1987 Cora Lee Terry to RPU 

Delaney Butts, 1st wife of Jesse Upchurch, was buried in Paris, Henry Co, TN. Children listed: 

1. Alexander Upchurch born 1828 

2. Sarah Upchurch born 1829 

3. Catherine Upchurch born 1831 

4. Harriet Upchurch born 1835 

5. Averilla Upchurch born 1838 

6. Ariel A Upchurch born 1841 

7. Frances J Upchurch born 1844 

8. Susan Upchurch 
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(12) Census – Henry Co, TN 

 

Jesse Upchurch 59 

Dellana Upchurch 58 

Amanda Upchurch 17 

Frances J Upchurch  14 

 

(13) See letter 28 Oct 1985 Barbara Sue Smith to RPU 

Jesse Upchurch buried Upchurch Cemetery, Henry Co, TN 

married 1st Delaney Butts “Dillie” born circa 1804 died 24 Feb 1866 (Buried Upchurch 

Cemetery, Henry Co, TN) 

married 2nd Martha (Jackson) Thompson Winn born 5 Mar 1820 died 28 Sep 1887 (Buried 

Thompson Cemetery, Henry Co, TN) 

 

(14) See letter 28 Oct 1985 Barbara Sue Smith to RPU 

Among TN Land Grants: 

Jesse Upchurch #2303, 20 Jun 1833 (Henry Co, TN) 

31 and 48 poles 

 

(15) From letter 22 Nov 1993 Truex Newman Upchurch to RPU 

 

        Rockford Pub L 

        R 

        929.37683 

        R6320 

Robbins, Charles D 

Old 23rd District 

Paris, Tennessee, September 1985 

 

Grant of Land 

Upchurch, Jesse #2303, 20 Jun 1833, Henry Co, 31 & 48 poles 

 

(16) See letter 9 Dec 1990 Barbara Sue Smith to RPU 

Sue concludes Jesse Upchurch is buried in the Upchurch Cemetery in Henry Co, TN and not in 

the Horton Cemetery, Henry Co, TN. He married (2nd) Martha Susan (Jackson) (Thompson) 

Winn born TN. 

 

(no number) This letter received by RPU in letter 31 Oct 1987 Cora Lee Terry 

From Alexander Upchurch [wrong – should be Jesse Upchurch – RPU] to daughter -in-law Mary 

Olivia Beshears Upchurch. 
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(no number) See letter 6 Sep 1983 Donald Eugene Upchurch to RPU Henry Co, TN Records 

1836 Tax  District #4 John Upchurch 

  [son] District #6 Jesse Upchurch XID – 5914 
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  [ftr] District #16 John Upchurch, Sr XID – 652 

  [son] District #16 John Upchurch, Jr XID – 19279 

  [son] District #16 David Upchurch XID – 5887 

  [son] District #16 Joshua Upchurch XID – 5608 

1840 Henry Co, TN Census Index 

  [son]  Page 480 David Upchurch  XID – 5887 

   Page 462 John Upchurch 

   Page 435 John Upchurch 

[Note: Father and sons are clear for some of above – However need to identify the John 

Upchurch in District #4. Presume the two John Upchurches on 1840 census will be sorted out 

with census records – RPU] 

 

(no number) See letter 22 Nov 1996 Truex Newman Upchurch to RPU 

Jesse Upchurch was on the tax rolls in District 16 of Henry Co, TN as follows: 

1827 (as Jessee) 

1828 (as Jesse) 

1829 (as Jessee) 

1830 (as Jessee) 

1831 (as Jesse) 

1832 (as Jessee) 

1833 (as Jesse) 

1835 (as Jesse) 

1843 (as Jessee with 80 acres valued at $400) 

 

(no number) Summary of 8 letters written from Henry Co, TN to TX provided in letter 4 Aug 

1986 Leonard Berry Meyer to RPU. Letters written 1867 – 1874. These letters involved the 

Upchurch and Butts families as follows: 

I. William Upchurch, IV – had of Clan 

 A. John Upchurch, V 

  1. Jesse Upchurch married Delany Butts* [see below] 

   a. Alexander Upchurch married 

   Mary Olivia Beshears 

   b. Harriet A Upchurch married 

   Westley Simmons 

   c. Ariel Amanda Upchurch 

   married A C Wright 

In letters D-1 to D-6 Harriet Simmons (nee Harriet A Upchurch, a widow, is writing to her Aunt 

Susan Butts (nee ---) in Lavaca Co, TX. Susan would appear to be the wife of a son or grandson 

of Henry Butts, I or even the wife of Henry Butts, I 

D-1 Harriet refers to “Brother’s” death – He is Alexander Upchurch; and to “Sister” = Mary, 

 her sister in law 

D-2 Harriet got letter from Mary – her sister in law 
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D-3 Harriet refers to “Berry” who is in TX and to Albert in Henry Co, TN 

D-4 Harriet = Chatter 

D-5 Harriet writes to Aunt Susan and urges her and Uncle Jackson to come west 

D-6 Harriet = chatter 

D-7 A C Wright of Henry Co, TN writes to Berry Butts in TX; A C = widower 

 A C has a little boy Soney/Stoney/Sonny Wright 

 Refers to Berry’s Uncle Jess; A C got letter from “William”  

 Refers to Aunt Susan 

D-8 A C Wright writes to his Aunt Susan, Soney is with his Aunt Puss 

 

I. Henry Butts, I  

married Susan --- --- 

 A. Andrew Jackson Butts, Sr 1812 – 1870 

  1. Andrew Jackson Butts, Jr 1843 – 1864 

  2. Berry Alexander Butts 

  married 27 Jan 1876 Mary Estella Williams 

   a. Addie Maude Butts 

    i. Leonard Berry Megee 

 B. Salathiel Butts 1810 – 1856 

  1. Alexander Horton Butts 1827 – 1903, great grandfather of Ruth Kenney 

 C. *Delaney Butts 1803 – 1866 

 

(no number) Information in letter 11 Jul 2001 Linda Kent to RPU 

I. James Henry Butts born about 1780 – was in Putnam Co, GA in 1820 where he married Susan 

Upchurch1 born about 1782 died 1847 at unknown location. They had 8 children (listed below) 

born GA before they moved on to TN or MO after 1830 

 A. Salathiel Butts (wrote to her family in TN from TX). Moved to Henry Co, TN about 

 1827 probably married in Henry Co, TN before moving to MO where he was found in 

 Jackson Co, MO in 1830. He married ( ) --- Stayton. Other family members (Hawkins, 

 Stayton) to MO also. 

 B. Henry Butts born 1811 (GA) married ( ) --- --- Drummond 

 *C. Andrew Butts born 1812 (GA) married ( ) --- --- Lovelady 

 D. Rebecca Butts married ( ) Williamson Hawkins. He was in Jackson Co, MO when he 

 sold land in Henry Co, TN to John Upchurch, V of Henry Co, TN 

 E. Delaney Butts married ( ) Jesse Upchurch – had 14 Children 

 *F. Nancy Butts married ( ) --- --- Drummond 

 G. Eleanor Butts married ( ) --- --- Baker 

 *H. Levi Butts married ( ) --- --- --- 

*moved to TX after marriage 
1RPU Theory as of 17 Jul 2001. This Susan Upchurch was a daughter of Charles Upchurch. He 

moved to Putnam Co, GA from Franklin Co, NC in the 19=810 – 1820 era. According to the 
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1790 and 1800 Census Records he had one or more daughters who were of the age to have been 

the aforementioned Susan Upchurch. 

 

 

 

 


