
1 

James Henderson Upchurch XID – 2039 

Commentary:  James Henderson Upchurch was the son of Sims and grandson of Moses, head of 
Upchurch clan 1. 

Acknowledgements: This biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels of Cary NC.  She is both a 
marvelous contributor to UAFA and a member of the UAFA board.  She is also a noted local 
historian in the Cary area. 

(no number) Internet Records for the Family of Sims Upchurch - RPU 15 Jun 2011  
I. Moses Upchurch b 1750 (VA)  
married 1772 ( ) Mary Simms  

A. Calorgy U. b 1795 (Franklin Co., NC) (Claise, Clargy) NM  
B. Sims U. b 11 Dec 1808 (Chatham Co., NC) d Apr 1880 (Chatham)  
married (1st) 11 Dec 1832 (Wake Co., NC) Abigail Olive d 1847 
married (2nd) 1850 ( ) Matilda Temples  

1. Parthenia U. b 22 Sep 1833  
2. Quinetta U. (twin) b 27 Jul 1834  
3. Lucetta U. (twin) b 27 Jul 1834  
4. Lewraney U. b 29 Jun 1836 (Laurance)  
5. James Henderson U. b about 1838  
6. Williford U. b about 1841  
7. Winslow U. b about 1842 (Winston)  
8. Winship U. b about 1844  
9. Courtney U. b Sep 1846  
10. Alvania U. b 19 Jul 1848  

NOTE: Sons 5 thru 9 died in the service of the Confederacy. Only James Henderson had 
married. He had issue.  
NOTE: Sims U. supposedly married 23 Dec 1852 (Chatham Co, NC) Tabitha Williams but the 
presence of wife Matilda in the 1860 and 1870 census brings doubt. 

1840 Census, NC – Chatham Co – Sims Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Males Under 5:  1 James Henderson Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Males 15 thru 19: * *Male born 1821 – 1825 – unidentified 
Free White Persons – Males 30 thru 39: 1 Sims Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Males 80 thru 89 1 Moses Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Females Under 5: 3 #2, 3, 4 [in above outline] 
Free White Persons – Females 5 thru 9: 1 Parthenia Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Females 30 thru 39: 1 Abigail Olive  
Free White Persons – Females 40 thru 49: 1 Calorgy Upchurch 
Free White Persons – Females 70 thru 79: 1 Mary Simms 
Slaves – Males Under 10:  1 
Slaves – Females Under 10:  1 
Slaves – Females 24 thru 35:  1 
Total – All Persons (Free White, Free 
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Colored, Slaves): 14 
Persons employed in Agriculture:  2 
No. White Persons over 20 who cannot 

read and write: - 
Free White Persons – Under 20: 6 
Free White Persons – 20 thru 49:  3 
Total Free White Persons:  11 
Total All Persons – Free White, Free 

Colored, Slaves: 14 

1850 Census – NC, Chatham Co, Lower Regiment
Name born about age
Sinas Upchurch [Sims] 1808 42 NC farmer, $2700
Parthing Upchurch 1834 16 NC
Laurance Upchurch 1837 13 NC
James H Upchurch  1839 11 NC
Williford Upchurch 1841 9 NC
Winslow Upchurch 1842 8 NC
Winship Upchurch 1844 6 NC
Courtney Upchurch 1846 4 NC
Alvany Upchurch 1849 1 NC
Claise Upchurch 1795 55 NC
Joseph Lawrence 1801 49 NC laborer
Mossie Upchurch [Moses] 1750 100 VA
Quinta Upchurch [twin] 1835 15 NC
Lucilla Upchurch [twin] 1835 15 NC

1860 Census – NC, Chatham Co, Eastern District – Grove PO
Name born about age
Sinn Upchurch [Sims] 1808 52 farmer, $4500/ 8000
Matilda Upchurch 1808 52
Willerford Upchurch 1841 19
Winston Upchurch 1843 17
Winship Upchurch 1845 15
Cortney Upchurch 1841 19
Alvany Upchurch 1849 11
Clargy Upchurch 1800 60
Sally Davis 1837 23
Alfred Waldin 1837 23 laborer
John Jeffers 1836 24 laborer
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1870 Census – NC, Chatham Co, North Side Pittsboro Road
Name born about age
Sims Upchurch 1807 63 farmer, $3100/ 1500
Matilda Upchurch 1807 63
Courtney Upchurch 1846 24
Alvany Upchurch 1848 22

(1) Upchurch Family by Belle Lewter West – Page 81 
Henderson Upchurch [JHU] was son of Sims and Abigail (Olive) Upchurch and a grandson of 
Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan.  

(2) See notes of RPU visit to Adelia Jane Upchurch 18 Nov 1978 
A. Henderson Upchurch married and then was killed in the Civil War. His widow married again. 
B. Henderson Upchurch married --- --- Williams [married Doss Davis after Henderson Upchurch 
died in the Civil War]. They had daughter Molly Upchurch who married Andrew Byrd. 
C. We visited Mt Pisgah Baptist Church in Chatham Co, NC and saw a plaque on a stained glass 
window “In Loving Memory of Andrew W Byrd 1857 – 1927 & Mollie U Byrd 1860 – 1929 by 
their children” – Adelia says Mollie Upchurch was the daughter of Henderson Upchurch. 

(3) See Census Records Chatham Co, NC extracted by RPU 
1840  There is a male in Sims household < 5 – must be J Henderson Upchurch 
1850 There is no Henderson listed in home of Sims Upchurch. Since Sims married 11  

Dec 1832 he could have had a son 17 – 18 years old in 1850 who could have left  
home by then. There is a male age 15 – 20 in Sim’s home in 1840 but Sims  
himself was then only age 32 and unlikely to have had a son 15 or older. 

1860 Henderson Upchurch, Williams PO, age 23, male, Farmer $0 RE, $300 PP as  
listed as head of household with wife. Delia Upchurch age 20, F, housekeeper 

(4) See letter 29 May 1983 Nancy Crayton Dobbins to RPY [Published the letter in Upchurch 
Bulletin, Vol 4, No 4] 
Obituary of J Henderson Upchurch appeared in The Daily Confederate newspaper in Raleigh, 
NC on Tue, 6 Dec 1864. See letter for some elegant prose in the obituary. Key details are: Sgt J 
H Upchurch, Co I, 6th NC Regiment, died Charlottesville, VA 13 Nov 1864 from wound in left 
arm received at the battle of Belle Grove, VA 19 Oct 1864 in the 26th year of his age. He was a 
Mason. Oldest son of Sims Upchurch, Esq and wife Delia, daughter of M D Williams, left with 
one child. 

(5) A List of Articles of the Late J H Upchurch [XID – 2039], dec. Sold at M D Williams on the 
8th of Dec 1866 by S Upchurch [Sims Upchurch XID – 17] 
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(6) See Minutes of Mt Pisgah Baptist Church 1814 – 1869 Chatham Co, NC [*re: J H U] 
a. Henderson Upchurch appears as #98 on membership list started in 1821. Date of joining not 
stated 
b. Nov 1849 – Sims asks for a letter for J H Upchurch (presumably J Henderson Upchurch, his 
son). It was granted. 
c. Jan --- 1851 – Henderson Upchurch joins [If so, J H U in b cannot be James Henderson 
Upchurch – RPU 
d. On list started 1 Jan 1858 James H Upchurch [James Henderson Upchurch] is shown as died 
1864. 
e. Jan 1858 – J H Upchurch cited for intemperance. Committee said not true. 
f. On Dec 1858 J H Upchurch cited for intemperance 
g. Jan 1859 – J H Upchurch acquitted 
h. Jan 1859 J H Upchurch fives $1.00 
*Re: J H Upchurch consider John H Upchurch born 24 Oct 1826, son of Murray Upchurch; and 
James H Upchurch born 1838, son of Sims Upchurch – RPU 29 Jan 2002 

(7) See letter 24 Feb 1984 B Fay Byington to RPU 
Henderson Upchurch married 27 Jan 1859 (Chatham Co, NC) to Dealon [Delia] Williams 

(8) From letter 30 Jan 1989 Vicki Marie Barefoot to RPU 
 J H Upchurch, Co I, 6 NC Infantry, Private/Sergeant 
 Enlisted 15 Aug 1862 in Anderson [Store], VA [13 Aug 1862, according to other pages], 

Age 24, Volunteer 
 1 May – 31 Oct 1862 “Absent wounded since 17 Sep 1862 by order of Gen Hood 
 Note for 4 Oct 1962 indicated he was in hospital in Richmond 
 Nov & Dec 1862 – sick, extra or daily duty at Brigade Commissary Department since 20 

Dec 1862 by order Gen Lane 
 1 Feb 1863 – promoted to corporal 
 1 Mar – 11 May 1863 – present 
 11 May – 31 Aug 1862 – present 
 Wounded at Gettysburg – “wounded breast slight’ 
 5 Feb 1863 Appointed corporal – wounded in the battle of Sharpsburg and Gettysburg 2 

Jul 1863, surrendered at Rap RR Bridge and afterwards escaped 
 Sep & Oct 1863 – present 
 Nov & Dec 1863 – present 
 Jan & Feb – present 
 No notation of promotion but was “$ sergeant in Nov & Dec 1863 note 
 15 Sep – 31 Oct 1864 Absent wounded since 19 Oct 1864 by order General Early 
 Admitted to hospital in Charlottesville, VA on 24 Oct 1864 – wounded in left arm. Died 

13 Nov 1864. Died of wounds received 19 Oct 1864 at Charlottesville, VA 
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(9) See letter 23 Oct 1989 Amelia May Parham to RPU 
JHU enlisted 8 Jul 1862 (Granville Co, NC) died 5 Nov 1862 
I am not positive but I believe that JHU was in Co G, 23rd Regiment, the same that Grandpa 
Samuel Parham was in. 
[Cross Reference to James Henderson Upchurch may or may not be the same – RPU] 

(10) Civil War 1861 – 1865 – Company I, 6th Regiment – NC State Troops 
See RPU War Records for complete article as published in Wake Treasures, Vol 19, No 2 
Summer/Fall 1999, Page 41 – 57. Many participants were from Wake Co, NC and nearby 
counties so the article has been extensively extracted for RPU biofiles. 
Details Re: Co “I”: 

[Cross Reference to James Henderson Upchurch] 

(11) NC Wills: A Testator Index: 1655 – 1900 by Thornton W Mitchell, Vol II, K – Z 1987 
JHU died about 1862 Chatham Co, NC WB-D/151 
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(12) Civil War Letters* from G T Beavers, et al. to family members in Chatham Co, NC. 1 
letters 2 Jul 1861 to 2 Jun 1863 – see biofile of G T Bevers for details in letters sent to RPU 20 
Sep 2005 by Ann (Poe) Grebing of two key families. 
I. George Beavers  II. Moses Upchurch 

A. Frances Beavers  A. Sims Upchurch 
B. Rufus Beavers  1. James Henderson Upchurch

“J H” 
C. Adelia Beavers  2. Williford Upchurch 
married ( ) Isham Sims Upchurch  3. Winship Upchurch 
D. James Sydney B. Murray Upchurch 
Beavers “Sid”  1. Isham Sims Upchurch 
E. George Thomas 
Beavers “G T” “Tom” 
F. Charles E Beavers 

Here is a list of names that appeared in the letters 
# = letter number – details added in each biofile 
#1 STD writes, mentions Tom 
#2 Gov John W Ellis died, I S B = I S Beavers, Casles Yates, Mary Anderson 
#3 H Mulkalon, Wm A Barbee, Wm Batchelor, Capt Richard W York (and #12) 
#5 J B Lassiter, Miss Mildred Yates (also #2 & #19_ #14, I H Lewter (& #7) 
#6 J J Jinkins (&# 27), S Mulhollan (+ #8 & #9), S Upchurch, H Kelly, J H Upchurch, Tom, 

John Mourning, Uncle Bill 
#7 M D Williams, Harmon Sears + #10, A B 
#8 J Williams, D Parish 
#9 Col Dorsey Pender, SID sick 
#10 Pvt Mark Wimbly & CPL Quinton I Hudson fight, Charles 
#11 John Ferdinan Williams, I S Upchurch 
#12 Williford Upchurch, John Kelly, Winship Upchurch, I S Upchurch 
#13 SID dies 
#14 Rufus, Charles, John 
#15 Rufus Barbee, Sandy Lewter, C W Williams + #16 
#17 Manassas Herndon, Edward Parrish 
#18 John, Papy, G L Williams 
#19 G T - CPL, I S Upchurch to “sister”, D W Dowd 
Epilogue – G T B; I S Upchurch

Notes for individuals: [On 10 Nov 1861 James Sydney Beamer writes to ISU and reports that J H 
Upchurch was left at Petersburg, VA with luggage. [This has to be James Henderson Upchurch – 
RPU] 
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(no number) From email 10 Dec 2010 Ann Poe to RPU 
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