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Henry Alvin Upchurch   XID – 430 

Commentary: Henry was the son of John Upchurch and the grandson of George, head of 
Upchurch Clan 5. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(no number) Input from Anna Marie Crouch to RPU via email 13 Feb 2010 re: George 
Upchurch Clan 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A. John Upchurch born 1799 
7 children 



2 

[For 366b RPU has General Harrison Upchurch] 

(no number) Input in letter 14 Sep 2006 Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU (from internet) 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan  I. James Burnett 

married ( ) Jane Barrier 
A. John Upchurch, VI  A. Reuben Burnett1

married ( ) Martha Fairchild1

1. Henry Alvin Upchurch 1. Abijah Burnett 
born 28 Apr 1840 

a. John William Upchurch 
i. Ida Upchurch  
born Oct 1890 –  
probably GGM of 
internet cooperator 
Carol (Patton) Keeton 

b. Ida Upchurch* 
married ( ) Abijah Burnett* 
c. Freeman Upchurch* I. Abijah Fairchild1 
d. Ballainger Wright Upchurch* married ( ) Melissa Hurt? 
married ( ) Dica Olive Huddleston*  A. Thursey Fairchild1

i. Henry Herschel Upchurch*  married ( ) James Ahile 
ii. Lynn Hazel Upchurch*  Bertram1

1. Lonzo Bertram -  
still alive at 100 

B. Martha Fairchild [did she  
also marry --- --- Hurt?? -  
RPU 

I. William Hurt** married ( ) Temperance Ann Buttram 
A. Susan (Susannah) Hurt – 1st wife of Henry Alvin Upchurch

**siblings 

I. Isaac Burnett married ( ) Nancy Hurt** 
A. Jonathan Burnett married ( ) Polly Ann Redmon 

1. Nancy Burnett married (1st) --- --- Tuggle 
    married (2nd) Henry Alvin Upchurch

I. Richard Barrier married ( ) Catherine Massey 
A. Aaron Barrier married ( ) Susannah Christman 

1. Richard Barrier ( ) Married Permelia Jane Loveall 
a. Malinda Barrier*** married ( ) Archibald Upchurch*** 

1Buried Big Springs Cemetery, Burfield, Wane Co, KY 

*Pictures of these individuals included – copy place in biofile of each. 
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[RPU records show Archibald is son of Silas Upchurch, Head of a Line in the George Upchurch/ 
Shadrack Upchurch Sub-clan and that he married Malinda Byers (vs Barrier??] 

***possible ancestors of Barry D Decker (Internet cooperator) who lives in Wayne Co, KY and 
reports “I know for a fact that the Fairchilds lived right up the road from me in an old log cabin 
built in the 1850s that has burnt down. My dad used to live there as a young boy. He knew of the 
house as the Bertram Place. James Ahile and Thursey Fairchild Bertram lived there. Thursey (if 
I’m not mistaken) was a sister to Martha. They were daughters of Abijah Fairchild who built the 
home. He [Lonzo Bertram] told me that some of Reuben and Martha’s boys operated a store in 
Burfield where the post office was located. I believe they also owned a grist mill right beside the 
store. His father James worked at the grist mill. 

(1) Henry Alvin Upchurch born 28 Apr 1840 in KY died 28 Jun 1918 in KY married (1) 17 Jan 
1863 Susan Hurt born 24 Apr 1841 died 6 Oct 1887 daughter of William Hurt. Alvin married (2) 
5 Jan 1888 Nancy Burnett born 30 Nov 1849 died 2 Mar 1917 daughter of Mary and Jonathan 
Burnett. Henry Alvin Upchurch was son of John Upchurch, the grandson of George Upchurch, 
Head of Clan. (29, Page 72) 

(2) See letter 22 Jun 1985 Stanley Armister Upchurch to RPU 
Henry Alvin Upchurch born 28 Apr 1840 (KY) died 28 Jun 1918 (Wayne Co, KY) 

(3) See letter 18 Marr 1986 Barbara Sue Smith to RPU 
Henry Alvin Upchurch married 15 Jan 1863 (Wayne Co, KY) Susanah Hurt. 

(4) See letter 25 Nov 1990 Cheryl Robin Abbot to RPU 
Alvin A Upchurch [Henry Alvin Upchurch] born 1840/ 1841 (KY) married Susie --- born 
1841/ 1843 (KY) 

(5) See letter 2 Jan 1991 Cheryl Robin Abbot to RPU 
1860 Census, Wayne Co, KY 
John Upchurch 68 [Head of George Upchurch/ John Upchurch Sub-clan] 
Sarah Upchurch 55 [Sarah Bertram] 
Alvin Upchurch 20 [Henry Alvin Upchurch] 
Elizabeth Upchurch 15 
America Upchurch 9 
Nicholas Butram 89 [Nicholas Bertram] 

(6) See letter 9 Jul 1993 Norma Jeann Gooding to RPU 
Henry Alvin Upchurch born Otter Creek, KY 
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(7) From letter 28 Jan 1991 Cheryl Robin Abbot to RPU: Will File – Will Book A, Page 81, 
Wayne Co, KY 
Will of 
John Upchurch  XID – 143 
Head of the George Upchurch XID – 137 
/ John Upchurch Sub-clan  XID – 143 

NEW WILL BOOK A  
New Bk A:208-209   Written: 28 Mar 1868  

Proved. 23 June1873  
Will of JOHN UPCHURCH (X)  
Being now about 70 years of age, but in good health to my 2 sons, Daniel G. & Henry Alvin 
Upchurch, all my land lying on Waters of Otter Creek, divided equally —residue divided among 
5 daughters: Elizabeth Dishman, Nancy Dishman, Nelly Carter, Lucinda Hughs & Roena Carter. 
Executor: son Henry A. Upchurch  
Witness: John L. Sallee & Emsley A. Buttram 

I. George Upchurch   XID – 137 [Head of Clan] 
A. John Upchurch XID – 143  XID 

1. Daniel G Upchurch  429 [Daniel Granville Upchurch] 
2. Henry Alvin Upchurch 430 
3. Elizabeth Upchurch  431 

married Reubin Dishman 
4. Nancy Upchurch  239 

married Burrell Tremont 
Dishman 196 

5. Nelly Upchurch  426 [Eleanor Upchurch] 
married James H Carter 425 

6. Lucinda Upchurch  427 
married Morgan Hughes 432 

7. Rowena Upchurch  428 
married Robert Carter  433 

(8) From letter 13 Aug 1993 Norma Jeann Gooding to RPU 
This story concerns this part of the Upchurch Family 
I. George Upchurch – Head of Clan 

*A. John Upchurch [The father who shot the cougar] 
*1. Henry Alvin Upchurch [The baby in the story] 

*a. Theodosia Earnest Upchurch [The grandmother who told the story] 
Copies filed under * plus under Otter Creek, KY and Order Creek, KY 

Also on Otter Creek, in KY. That’s in Theodoshia’s family Bible, her writing. All I have figured 
it’s close to the Tennessee border. Looking back at records, William Harvey Gooding was born 
in Palmersville, KY near Mt Pisgah. I believe Otter Creek may be Order Creek instead. I’m not 
well organized on my paper work yet. But again the family tells this story: 
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When the family was traveling by wagon train, they reached otter Creek in KY and 
camped over night. The ladies were getting the fire ready and men folks were out hunting. They 
put the baby (Henry Alvin) in a basket under the wagon, in the shade. The men came in and meal 
was cooked, they ate. The mother went to get baby and it was gone. The men folks started 
looking around and found lion or cougar tracks and where baby was dragged. They located the 
big cat on a ledge above creek, and it was playing with the baby. There was a chance that if they 
shot it might hit the baby, but took a chance, cause the cat would kill it anyway. So the father 
took aim across wagon wheel and shot. He killed the cat and got back a scratched and bruised 
boy but otherwise unhurt. The baby wasn’t but a few days old. My grandmother, Theodosia, told 
this to us many times. Said her daddy’s nickname was (Otter). 

(9) From letter 6 May 1996 Michael Douglas Upchurch 
Henry Alvin Upchurch 
Susanah Hurt 
Theodosia Ernestine Upchurch 
Ballinger Wright Upchurch 
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(10) From letter 20 Sep 1995 Edgar Dalton Gooding to RPU 
[Names included: William Harvey Gooding, Will Gooding, Theodosia Upchurch, Henry Alvin 
Upchurch, John Edgar Gooding,  
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(11) From letter 4 Sep 1994 Edgar D Gooding to RPU 
Edgar D Gooding is a grandson of Theodosia Earnest (Upchurch) Gooding and reports the 
following regarding the marriage of Theodosia. Edgar is the son of John Edgar Gooding. 

The following is their life together as told to me by Will Gooding in the late 1930s while he and 
my father were farming together in Aransas Pass, Texas: Will Gooding asked for the hand of 
Theodosia of Henry Alvin Upchurch but was refused. The two later eloped and were married. 
When Henry learned of this he came after Will armed. They learned of this and fled to what was 
then Fentress County, Tennessee where they remained until Henry cooled off. He never spoke to 
his daughter after that time. 

(12) From: Rev James Henry Carter 1826 – 1900, Page 13 
Henry Alvin Upchurch born 28 Apr 1840 (Wayne Co, KY)  
married (1st) 17 Jan 1863 ( ) Susan Hurt 
married (2nd) 5 Jan 1888 ( ) Nancy Burnett 

(13) See Wayne Co, KY Cemetery Book, Page 948 – Pyles Cemetery 
Henry A Upchurch 28 Apr 1840 – 28 Jun 1918 

(14) From letter 6 May 1996 Michael Douglas Upchurch to RPU 
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