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Family of William Thomis (Shell) Upchurch; 
Born January 14, 1848, Wayne Co., KY 
Died September 28, 1907, Clay Co., TN 

Father; George Upchurche b. 1810, NC, d. Wayne Co. KY 
Mother : Louisa ? , early death, leaving two teenage boys. Oldest son; William Thomas (Shell) 
Upchurch, b. 1-14-1848, d. 9-28-1907; went to live with an uncle, Moses Upchurch. 
Younger son, George W. Upchurch, b. 3-14-1852, d. 9-13-1928; went to live with mother Louisa's family 
and married Sarah Jane (Rily), b. 10-14-1860, d. 7-2-1934. George and Sarah had four children; 
1) William, - had no children. 2) Walter, - two sons, Earl and Ronald. 
3) Montana, b. 12-10-1884, d. 2-8-1931. 4) Nora, md. Ed. Cummings. 

William Thomas (Shell) Upchurch left Uncle Moses Upchurch's home while still in his teens. He said that 
Uncle Moses' son Ahile (Hiram H. Upchurch, b. 3-16-1844, hence four years older than Shell) made him 
work too hard. Shell joined a group of Confederate soldiers moving through Wayne Co. He went to 
Cumberland Co. He first became a water boy with the Confederate Army. When old enough became a 
soldier. After the war he walked from Burkesville, KY to Celina, TN. He was captured (probably by two 
Union soldiers). They tied him up by his thumbs from a tree limb. He almost died, but was rescued by a 
black man. Shell later found the two men in a tavern. He shot and killed both of them. Local people never 
reported the incident. Shell went to the Obie River area in Tennessee and had tare familp1-

41/0 tolur 

First marriage: at age 17 Shell married Viola Bow, age 17, from Cumberland Co., KY. They had two 
children; daughter Tina and son James Andrew. 

Second marriage; married Sarah Eden, b. 8-25-1852, d. 3-30-1920. They had six children; 
1) Ira, b. 1881, disappeared with no record after 1917; heard he was killed as a border guard on the 

Mexico border. idgeJ Okla-
2) Herman, Herman, b. 9-3-1883, d. 2-19-1980. He also lived in Oklahoma. 
3) Claudis Ed, b. 4-28-1885, d. 2-26-1959; father of Herschel (Doc) Upchurch of Albany, KY. 
4) Maud, (Mandl), b. ? ; had three sons and one daughter. 
5) Pearl, md. Clark. Had six children in Celina, TN, 4 daughters and 2 sons. 
6) Margaret, (Maggie), had three children, 1 son and 2 daughters. 
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I've been very interested in the research Melva has done, and have been fascinated by the 
possibility (probability?) that George  Upchurch (1810) had another child - The only 
children I had ever heard of was Shadrack - the older half brother of Giles, and William 
Alfred. My mother knew very little family history - she said she thought Giles was an 
orphan and that he might have been raised by a brother. I had supposed that brother was 
Shadrack, although now I'm wondering! I have heard of "Uncle Alf' from Will, Palmer 
and John. 
The enclosed e-mail I copied from an internet list spurred me to write tonite. The 
information this lady describes, is near the stories I had heard about what happened to the 
Upchurch farm in Wayne County, and the reason John Henderson became interested in 
tracking down the heirs. My mother had told me that for several years after they came to 
Missouri, Giles received royalties from oil on the land and "then they just gradually 
stopped coming." 
During the late '40s or early '50s Will Upchurch and his wife Hettie made a visit to 
Wayne county. Bettie said "thousands of dollars of virgin timber" had been cut and sold 
off. The impression was that because there was no one around to keep them from doing 
it, the lumber company just went in and illegally cut the timber. John was interested in 
running down all the information and tracking down all the living relatives, but I think it 
was more an interest in the history than in actually making claim on behalf of the heirs. 
My mother raised John and Avanell after their mother died, as well as Laurie who was 
born in 1901. John tragically contracted tuberculosis of the bone and lost a lee when he 
was about 11 or 12 years old. After graduating from high school, he went on to 
Chillicothe (MO) business college, and upon graduating, took a civil service exam. 
While waiting for an appointment, he worked at Longview - a large horse farm near 
Kansas City. The owner, Miss Lula Long, showed horses around the country, and always 
at the American Royal in Kansas City. 
He didn't keep in close touch with the family for several years after he went to 
Washington DC, however in later years he did. His lady friend corresponded with my 
mother from time to time, and I wrote to her after my mother's death and heard from her 
once or twice. She had several old family pictures - tin types, etc, and Giles 'eold 
watch.' Unfortunately 1 haven't heard from her for 25 or more years, and I can't 
remember her last name - first name was Garland. I'm sure she is dead and it would be 
anyone's guess as to what happened to the family pictures, or the papers he had 
developed from his family research. 
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UPCHURCH, John and Louisa Wood: 

3 dau, not named born 5 Dec 1854. 

it UPCHURCH, John (owner): 

3 Black female named Hannah (Upchurch) born Nov 

Gi 7 UPCHURCH, Join H. and Dolly Uilliams: 
dau, Elizabeth K. Upchurch born 4 Nov 1852. 

5 1 10 UFCHURCH,.Joseph and Sarah J. Matthews: 

/I dau, Rebecca Upchurch born 3 Jan 1857. 

12_ UT CHURCH, Louisa: 
13 Illegitimate dau, Canzada Catharine Upchurch bar 

on Otter Creek; Remarks: "father Incrg" (ig1-1 

UPCHURCH, Margaret: 
Illegitimate son, Francis M. Edwards born Dec 

Otter Creek; parents born and reside on Otte 
Remarks; "father said to be R. Edwards = thi 
stranger maLle his advent into this world bef 
were legally married". 

11/ /9 UPCHURCH, Martin and Deborah "Debbie" Morris: (see Davi 
son, William F. Upchurch born 2 June 1858 near t• 

,..2)2.1 UPCHURCH, Shadrack and Jane Craig: 

ZZ son, Columbus Upchurch born 17 May 1358 on BeavE 

r;.
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32. Shadrack Upchurch was born 1784 Brunswick County, Virginia and 
died ca 1883 Wayne County, Kentucky. His wife was Ruth (Breshears) born 
1784 Virginia and died 3-1860 Wayne County, Kentucky. Shadrack bought 50 
acres for $10 on 4-22-1822 on Muddy Fork of the South Fork in Wayne 
County, Kentucky. This area is now Mt Pisgah. He also bought his father's 
land in 1831. 

Shadrack is listed in the census records of 1810 living in Iredell County, 
North Carolina. Shadrick was listed in the 1820 census of Wayne County, 
Kentucky living next door to Keeling Williams. Listed in his household were 3 
males 0-9, 2 males 10-15. 1 male 26-44, 2 females 0-9, and 1 female 26-44, 
he was engaged in agriculture in 1820. Shadrach and Ruth were living in 
Wayne County, Kentucky during the 1850 census. Ruthie is listed in the 
mortality schedule for Wayne County, Kentucky in 1860. She died of old age. 
Shadrack is listed in the census records of 1820, 1830, 1840, 1850, & 1860 
living in Wayne County, Kentucky. His children 
321. Silas Upchurch born 8-18-1806 Iredell County, North Carolina died ca 
1874 Wayne County, Kentucky 
322. George Upchurch born 1810 Iredell County, North Carolina died in 

V Wayne County, Kentucky 
323. Moses Upchurch born 7-4-1815 Iredell County, North Carolina died 10-
10-1881 Wayne County, Kentucky 
324. Preston Upchurch born 1817 Iredell County, North Carolina died by 
1860 in Wayne County, Kentucky 
325. Louisa Upchurch born 1818 Iredell County, North Carolina died in 
Wayne County, Kentucky 
326. Rebecca Upchurch born 1820 Wayne County, Kentucky 
327. John Upchurch born 1823 Wayne County, Kentucky died during the 
Civil War 
328. Hiram Upchurch born 4-1824 Wayne County, Kentucky died 2-11-1906 
Wayne County, Kentucky 
329. Rachel Upchurch born 1826 Wayne County, Kentucky died late 1850s 
Wayne County, Kentucky 
320. Joseph Upchurch born 1829 Wayne County, Kentucky died 1893 
Wayne County, Kentucky 

A 
322. George Upchurch was born 1810 Iredell County, North Carolina and 
died Wayne County, Kentucky. In 1856 George is listed as a resident of 
Wayne County, Kentucky. His first wife was Souna (Louisa) who was born 
1820 Kentucky and died before 1856. George and Louisa were living in 
Wayne County, Kentucky during the 1850 census. George and Louisa have 
two young boys in 1850. 

His second wife was Mary Ann Crabtree who was born 1839 
Tennessee. Mary was the daughter of William and Mary Crabtree. George and 
Mary were married 4-11-1856 Wayne County, Kentucky by William P. 
Gooding. When George and Mary Ann were married, George was 45 years 
old and Mary Ann was 17 years old. The Wayne County, Kentucky clerk who 
recorded the marriage thought they were "well matched". In 1870, Mary and 
their son John were living with her parents in Fentress County, Tennessee. 
His children 

b. 3221. Shadrack W. Upchurch born 1846 Wayne County, Kentucky died 4-4-
1901 Wayne County, Kentucky 

:%; , 3222. William Alfred Upchurch born 1849 Wayne County, Kentucky died 
Missouri 

5-, 3223. Giles Berry Upchurch born 12-19-1860 Wayne County, Kentucky died 
9-2-1928 Mirabile, Missouri 

6 3224. John Albert Upchurch born 9-1865 Fentress County, Tennessee died in 

Missouri 
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