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Elbert S Upchurch   XID – 22704 

Commentary: Elbert S Upchurch was a son of Keaton and a grandson of Charles, head of 
Upchurch Clan 2. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(no number) Two items from letter 9 Oct 2012 Diane Clay Watts to RPU 
1910 Directory, Columbus, GA (Sarah also in 1906 Directory) 
I. Elbert S Upchurch 
married ( ) Sarah N Jones 

A. Mary Upchurch 
1. Belle Vinson 
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Belle is living with Sarah. Belle is granddaughter of Sarah and daughter of James and Mary 
Vinson Upchurch. 
Sarah is all so in the 1906. 
City Directory for Columbus, GA 
Name: Sarah Upchurch 
Gender: F (female) 
Residence Year: 1910 
Street Address: 19 16th

Residence Place: Columbus, Georgia 
Spouse: Elbert Upchurch 
Publication Title: Columbus, Georgia, City Directory, 1910 

( 
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(no number) This packet of records for ESU were in a letter 9 Oct 2012 sent to RPU by Diane 
Clay Watts, a descendant of ESU. Several of these records came from an Internet source 
identified as “Fold 3”. 
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(no number) Records for Keaton Upchurch, son of Charles Upchurch, Head of Clan – RPU 8 
Sep 2011 

1850 Census – GA, Cobb Co, Merrietta
Name Age
Reaton Npchurch  
[Keaton Upchurch]

1790 60 head, farmer, NC  

Margaret Npchurch 1820* 30 wife, GA
Elender Npchurch 1832 18 GA
Susiah Npchurch 1835 15 GA
Elbert Npchurch 1839 11 GA
Henry Npchurch 1841 9 GA
Calvin Npchurch 1843 7 GA

* probably age 50; born about 1800 – RPU 

1860 Census – GA, Upson Co, Militia District 589 – PO Waynmanville
Name Age
Kenton Upchurch 1791 69 farmer, NC 
Margaret Upchurch 1805 55 GA
H Upchurch 1841 19 GA
C Upchurch 1844 16 GA
Thos Upchurch 1852 8 GA
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1870 Census – GA, Henry Co, Militia District 611
Name Age
Mary Anderson 1836 34 GA
Laura R Anderson 1860 10 GA
Keyton Upchurch 1790 80 GA [NC – RPU]

1. Keaton Upchurch 
Birth 1790 in Franklin, North Carolina, United States 
Death 1865 in Henry County, Georgia, USA 
Griggers Family Tree  
Owner: lmgriggers 
1831  Marriage to Margaret Heath 
1 May  Henry, Georgia, United States 
Age: 41 
Family Members 
Parents 
Charles Upchurch  1755 – 1842 
No mother 
Spouse & Children  

Francis Norris  1770 –  
Camp Upchurch 1808 – 1856  wrong - RPU 

Other Spouse & Children 
Mary Upchurch  1800 –  

Abner Frank Upchurch 1807 – 1870 
Other Spouse & Children 

Margaret Heath 1805 – 
Abner Frank Upchurch 1807 – 1870  no – RPU 
Ellender Upchurch  1832 – 
Laureana Upchurch  1835 – 
Luriah Upchurch 1835 – 1870 
Elbert Upchurch 1837 – 1862 
Henry Upchurch 1841 – 
Calvin C Upchurch  1845 – 
Thomas H Upchurch  1852 – 1911 

2. Keaton Upchurch 
Birth 1790 in Franklin, Wake, North Carolina 
Death 1865 in Henry, Georgia, USA 
Fullertons 
Owner: RitaPreza 
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Family Members 
Parents 
Charles Upchurch  1755 – 1842 
Mary Gay  [evidence?? – RPU] 
Spouse & Children  
No spouse and children 

3. Keaton Upchurch 
Birth 1790 in Franklin, North Carolina 
Death 1865 in Henry, Georgia, USA 
Wright Family Tree 
Owner: MarthaAnn29 
Family Members 
Parents 
Charles Upchurch  1755 – 1842 
Lureana [not true – RPU] 
Spouse & Children  

No spouse  
Abner Frank Upchurch 1806 – 1870  NO – RPU 

I. Charles Upchurch – Head of Clan 1755 – 1842 
married ( ) Mary Gay [evidence?? – RPU] 

A. Keaton Upchurch born 1790 (NC) died after 1870 (Henry Co, GA?) 
[not dead 1865 – RPU] 
married (1st) 1811 (Franklin Co, NC) Lureana Norris born – died 1827 + 3 years 
after 7 children – not shown here 
married (2nd) 1831 (Henry Co, GA) Margaret Heath born about 1805 (GA) died after 
1860 

1. Elender Upchurch born 1832 
2. Laureana Upchurch born 1835 
3. Elbert S Upchurch 1837 – 1862  
married 1856 (Upson Co, GA) Sarah N Jones born 1837 (GA) 
4. Henry Upchurch born 1841 
(of right age to have been killed in war) 
5. Calvin C Upchurch born 1845 (GA) 
6. Thomas H Upchurch 1852 – 1911 
7. [There is no evidence here – but one suspects children could have been born 
in 1839 and 1843 (+ 1847, 1849?? – RPU] 

RPU Note: Frances Norris (Aunt of Lureana Norris) married about 1801 (Franklin Co, NC) 
Eaton Upchurch (brother of Keaton Upchurch) and Abner Frank Upchurch and Cemp Upchurch 
are likely their children. 
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(1) Keaton Upchurch born 1790 married 25 Sep 1811 Lureana Norris. She may be a sister of 
Frances Norris, wife of Eaton Upchurch. Lureana must have died for on 11 May 1831 Keaton 
Upchurch and Margaret Heath were married. The children listed with them on the 1850 Census 
of Cobb Co, GA are all born of his second wife, Margaret. They include: Elbert Upchurch born 
1839 (29, Page 61). 

(2) See Marriage Records – GA 
Elbert Upchurch married 21 Dec 1856 Sarah N Jones 

(3) See letter 22 Apr 1990 Virginia Diann Kennly to RPU 
Elbert Upchurch married 21 Dec 1856 Upson Co, GA sarh N Jones 

(4) See 1860 Census Upson Co, GA  
E Upchurch 23 m factory hand $100 PP born GA [Elbert Upchurch] 
S Upchurch 24 f wife  born GA [Sarah N Jones] 
C S Upchurch   2 f 

(5) From letter 13 Nov 1981 Mayfred Upchurch to RPU 
CSA – E S Upchurch, Co D, 13th GA Inf, Pvt/ Pvt 
[Note; Assume this E S Upchurch is most likely Elbert S Upchurch – RPU] 

(6) Note: A search of 1870 GA Census records currently available to RPU does not reveal the 
widow of Elbert S Upchurch and his daughter, Widow, Sarah N Jones would have been 34 in 
1870 and the daughter would have been 12. 

(7) See letter 3 Dec 181 Clifford Reginal Griggs to RPU 
Clifford and his wife have actively sought his Upchurch heritage which as of 27 Apr 2002 RPU 
concludes traces back to the William Jesse Upchurch Line in the Charles Upchurch/ Charity 
Upchurch Sub-clan. They somehow came by the 6 lines shown below probably because of the 
reference to Charles Upchurch, Revolutionary War Veteran. However, see RPU notes below: 

Letter sent to Atlanta Archives from Shreveport La. 
June 5 1957: Will you please send me the Revolution service records of Charles Upchurch of 
Henry County, Georgia. He drew a pension in 1840 and was 85 years old then. I believe my 
Grandmother Sarah Jane Upchurch Goslin was his Daughter. She died and was buried in 
Columbus, Georgia in 1864. Sincerily Minnie Goslin Howe. 

Notes: 
I. Sarah Jane Upchurch born ( ) died 1864 ( ) (Buried Columbus, Muscogee Co, GA)  
married  ) --- --- Goslin 

A. --- --- Goslin (M) [Goslin Family] 
B. Minnie Goslin = in 1957 lived in Shreveport, LA 
married ( ) --- --- Howe [Howe Family] 
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Minnie Goslin obviously thought her ancestry traced back to Charles Upchurch, Head of 
Upchurch Clan #2. However, Charles Upchurch does not appear to me to have had a daughter 
who could have been Sarah Jane Upchurch. A better clue might be that a James Goslin married 
17 Nov 1844 (Upson Co, GA) Barbary Upchurch – SO Sarah Jane Upchurch might also trace 
back to the Upchurches of Upson Co, GA. 

We must not overlook a possible link of Sarah to Osborn Upchurch [son of Benjamin 
Upchurch; grandson of Harmon Upchurch – Head of Clan] as he married in 1836 in Upson Co, 
GA – However there is a better fit for Sarah & Barbary & Claryman Upchurch [who married 
1849 in Upson Co, GA Hinyard Ivey] to be daughter of Keaton Upchurch [son of Charles 
Upchurch – Head of Clan] whose son Elbert S Upchurch married 1856 Sarah N Jones in Upton 
Co, GA. 

(8) See letter 17 Dec 1999 Charles John Peterson, Jr to RPU, Page 73 – 83 output form 
Rootsweb. 

(9) GA – Upchurch Research 
History of Upson County, GA Nottingham 

pp 206  2 Mar 1836 Ashburn Upchurch  to Lucinda Pike 
pp 231  17 Nov 1844 James Goslin   to Barbry Upchurch 
pp 208  5 Jan 1837 Hughey Rues   to Charity Upchurch 
pp 244  31 Jul 1849 Hinyard Ivey  to Claryman Upchurch 
pp 222  20 Feb 1842 Jeremiah J Hamrick to Frances Upchurch 

Good Hope Primitive Baptist Church 
pp 351  Index of 1875: (among others) – Sariah M Upchurch 

List of Volunteers, Co D, 13th GA Regiment (Civil War) 
pp 667  Privates Upchurch, Elbert

Upchurch, --- --- 
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Note: I assume all of the above entries are for Upson Co, GA although Page 351 and 667 could 
be from other records and possibly from another county. RPU 28 Mar 2003 

(10) From Upchurch/ Bright Family Newsletter, Vol 1, No 2, May 199? 

[Names included above: Andrew Marion McMichen, Elbert S Upchurch – CJM 27 Nov 2020] 
[Note: Assume this Elbert S Upchurch who died 13 May 1862 is the same as XID – 22704 – 
RPU] 

(11) In 2011 Diane Clay (Watts) Carbery because a cooperator seeking the Upchurch husband of 
her great great grandmother Sarah (---) Upchurch. As of 8 Aug 2011 it was concluded that Sarah 
was nee Sarah N Jones wife of Elbert S Upchurch. 
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(12) My records 11 Nov 198 
Upchurch, Elbert Marriage 
Wife: Sarah M Jones 
Marriage Date: 21 Dec 1856 
Recorded in: Upson, Georgia 
Source: FHL Number 282882 
Dates: 1825 – 1886 

(no number) 
Ancestry.com 
1860 United State Federal Census 
Name: S Upchurch 
Age in 1860: 24 
Birth Year: 24 
Birthplace: Georgia 
Home in 1860: Georgia Militia District 589, Upson, Georgia 
Gender: Female 
Post Office: Flint River Factory 
Value of real estate: 
Household Member: 
Name  Age 
E Upchurch  23 GA Factory hand 
S Upchurch  24 GA  
C S Upchurch  2 
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1870 Census – born GA, lived GA 
not found as C S U or as Charles Upchurch 

(no number) 
1850 United State Federal Census 
Name: Sarah Jones 
Estimated Birth Year: about 1835 
Birthplace: Georgia 
Home in 1850: Hallocox, Muscogee, Georgia 
(City, County, State) 
Gender: Female 
Household Member: 
Name  Age 
Jon D Jones  31 
Mary Jones  48 
Elizabeth Jones 16 
Sarah Jones  15 

(no number) In an email 6 Sep 2011 to RPU Diane Clay Watts proposes that the Sarah Jones on 
the 1850 GA Census shown below is likely the Sarah N Jones who on 21 Dec 1856 in Upchurch 
Co, GA Elbert S Upchurch – Head of a line in the Charles Upchurch / Keaton Upchurch Sub-
clan. I agree – RPU 13 Sep 2011  
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1850 United State Federal Census  Notes: On close reading of the 
Name: Sarah Jones  original record it is clear that 
Estimated Birth Year: about 1835  the spelling of the Head of the 
Birthplace: Georgia  Household is John D Jones  
Home in 1850: Hallocox, Muscogee, Georgia not “Jon” - RPU 
(City, County, State) 
Gender: Female I looked for this family on the 
Household Member:  1860 GA Census and found 
Name  Age  several prospects but did not 
Jon D Jones  31  settle on one – need more 
Mary Jones  48  study - RPU 
Elizabeth Jones 16 
Sarah Jones  15 

(no number) From letter 7 Nov 2011 Diane Clay Watts to RPU 
Diane provides a Civil War Pension application submitted by Sarah Upchurch (nee Sarah N 
Jones) based on CSA service of her late husband Elbert Upchurch [Elbert S Upchurch] in Co B, 
13th Regiment Georgia Volunteers who was killed in battle on 30 Jul 1862 in Manassas, VA (on 
or about). The application dated 24 Oct 1867 was witnessed by Nathan Jones (Note: Sarah’s 
father was thought to be Nathan Jones who died 1880 but the witness is more likely to be her 
brother Nathan W Jones born 1841 – RPU). The application was filed in Upson Co, GA. 

(no number)  
Subject: Elbert Upchurch  
From: "Diane w. Corkery" <dianew.corkery@ymail.com> 
Date: Fri, Nov29, 2013 1226 pm  
To: "phil@upchurchstory.com" <phil@upchurchstory.com> 

Hi Phillip, I hope you had a nice Thanksgiving. I have still been searching for information on 
Elbert Upchurch as you know was my 2x g-grandfather and a Confederate Soldier. As you might 
remember sometime back I ask the question was it possible that I might could find where he was 
buried. Well today I found my answer and I was not even looking. I was looking over the 
information on his service records and I was where it said that he was killed at the 2nd Battle of 
Mannasa (which I knew), but all so he was buried on the Battle Field. I must have read that a 
dozen times before, but some how over looked that in formation. I guess it all ways pays never to 
give up.I find it a little sad that I want ever beable to visit his grave, but at least I know for sure 
now. I am still hunting for Sarahs' grave site (his wife) maybe one day I find it when I not 
searching like I did for Elbert today. Have a Great Christmas Diane Corkery  

On Friday, December 6, 2013 7:39 AM, "phil@upchurchstory.com" wrote:  
Hi Diane—  
Thanks for the input. I have made an extra copy of your email so as to put one in the Biofile of 
your ancestor Elbert. I encourage you to keep probing as stuff can be found as you have proved. I 
hope you have had a look at the new Upchurch and Allied Families Association, Inc we have 
recently formed. There are many aspects that are yet to unfold but I think we are headed in the 
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right direction. if successful the new organization will keep our work viable for the long term 
and attract more individuals to our effort. Do let me know if you have questions. We are off to N. 
C. for December 11-25 and for some N.C. barbecue! All the Best for a Merry Christmas. 
Upchurch 

(no number) Excerpt from letter 6 Mar 2013 Claude C Burgess to Diane Clay Watts (She sent to 
RPU 11 Mar 2013) – Excellent help re: Upchurches of Upson Co, GA (I deleted census and 
marriage records of Upchurch citations – extracted separately – RPU 21 Apr 2013 

After receiving your letter of request, I searched a publication of Upson County 
Newspaper extracts from 1825-1889, and I could not find a mention of the death of Elbert 
Upchurch. I then checked the Early History of Upson County Georgia and the only mention is 
stating Mr. Upchurch was a Private in Co. D, 13th Georgia Regiment. The same publication 
also states that "Sariah" M. Upchurch [Sarah N Jones] was a member of Good Hope Primitive 
Baptist Church in 1875. Unfortunately, these were the only two mentions of Elbert .and Sarah in 
this publication and neither Keaton nor Margret Upchurch were mentioned. I also checked The 
Cemeteries of Upson County, Georgia and there was no listing for an Upchurch in this book. 
Furthermore, I then checked our Wills and Estates as well as the Records of Accounts and found 
no listing for an Upchurch in this resource. Unfortunately, we do not have a genealogy work for 
the Upchurch family in our holdings as this may have given a better clue to our search. After the 
above searches, I then went to our Deed and Mortgage indexes and searched from 1825-1879 
and found no mention of a purchase of property by an Upchurch individual. However, my last 
search was in the resource of our Tax digests. In this endeavor I searched our Tax Digests from 
1841-1863 and found Elbert Upchurch mentioned twice. In 1859 Elbert was living in the 
Blackankle section of Upson with very little description otherwise, save for a mark 1 poll tax and 
$0.25 tax under the column " Tax on profession, dentists, polls free persons of color, etc." In 
1860 Elbert was listed as living in the Hootenville district of Upson with a mark of 1 under the 
poll and listing him having 2 children between the ages of 6 and 18 years old. Unfortunately, I 
did not find any other mention of the above Upchurch Family in the Tax Digests. After finding 
the above names in the marriage index, I then went back to The Cemeteries of Upson County Ga. 
and searched for the married names and unfortunately, I did not find any of them listed. 

Claude C. Burgess  
cburgess@upsoncountyga.org  
Thomaston Upson Archives  
706-646-2437  
P.O. Box 1137  
301 S. Center St., 
Geo. A. Harrison Bldg.  
Thomaston GA 30286 

[Note: There was more Upchurch presence in Upson Co, GA than Mr Burgess was able to find – 
RPU 21 Apr 2013] 
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(no number) 
Ancestry.com 
1860 United State Federal Census 
Name: S Upchurch 
Age in 1860: 24 
Birth Year: 24 
Birthplace: Georgia 
Home in 1860: Georgia Militia District 589, Upson, Georgia 
Gender: Female 
Post Office: Flint River Factory 
Value of real estate: 
Household Member: 
Name  Age 
E Upchurch  23 GA Factory hand 
S Upchurch  24 GA  
C S Upchurch  2 

(no number)  
Ancestry.com 
Georgia Marriages, 1699-1944 
Name: Elbert Upchurch 
Spouse: Sarah N. Jones 
Marriage Date: 21 Dec 1856 
County: Upson 
State: Georgia 
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