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David Upchurch  XID – 4319 

Commentary: David Upchurch was the son of Samuel and the grandson of John III, head of 
Upchurch Clan 14.  Born in North Caroline, he moved to Illinois with his family where he raised 
a family in Saline County. 

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(no number) See letter 12 May 1999 James Roy Taylor to RPU – Page 23 (From the Internet – 
author not named) 

From Page 23  
[Comparison to RPU Records and Comments follow each individual – CJM 23 Aug 2021] 

I. Samuel Upchurch 
A. David Upchurch born 27 Jul 1797 died 21 Feb 1855 (IL) 
married ( ) Elizabeth --- --- born 1803 died 24 Dec 1889 

[Note: The 7 children from Page 23 are all of David’s 2nd wife Elizabeth Orr whom he married 4 
Apr 1824] 

1. Robert S Upchurch born 20 Oct 1829 died 14 Dec 1850 (IL) 
[RPU has Robert L Upchurch born about 1828] 
[RPU also has Nancy Orr Upchurch born 25 Feb 1830 – the 1830 for Nancy or  
the 1829 for Robert has to be wrong – only 4 months interval] 

2. William T Upchurch born 11 Sep 1821 (IL) died 5 Oct 1838 (IL) 
[New to RPU] 

3. Margaret Upchurch born 6 Feb 1837 died (IL) 
[RPU has Margaret E Upchurch born about 1837] 

4. Infant Upchurch born 2 Jan 1839 died 19 Jan 1839 (IL) 
[New to RPU] 

5. Infant Upchurch born 2 Mar 1840 (IL) died 2 Mar 1840 (IL) 
[New to RPU] 

6. Melissa Upchurch born 1845 
[RPU has Melissa Caroline Upchurch born 18 Jan 1845] 

7. David F Upchurch born 1847 
[RPU has David Taylor Upchurch born 11 Aug 1847] 

Note #1: RPU has also Eliza Jane Upchurch born 14 Mar 1825. There are 5 years between Eliza 
and Nancy. In the 5 years there could be only 1 child [Robert] or two children. 
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Note #2: There is a 5-year period void of births Sep 1832 to Feb 1837 in both sets of records. 

(no number) Item in letter 20 Mar 1996 to RPU from The Frankfort Area Genealogical Society 
[See IL Library File for letter] [Article by Mary A---] 

Grandmother Told Us… 
[Sarah Jane Whiteside] 

*Mary Afton Irvin reports that she finds these Williams Families on 1860 Conway Co, R 
Census] 

I. John Upchurch, III – Head of Clan 
A. Samuel Upchurch 

1. David Upchurch
a. Mary Ann Upchurch 
married William Whiteside, brother of Lewis Whiteside – sons of Thomas 
Whiteside and Sarah McCreary 

i. Sarilla Jane Whiteside 
(I) Rachel Jane Barter 

ii. Erwin William Irvin 
(I) Mary Afton Irvin 

b. John Foster Upchurch 
i. David Oscar Upchurch 
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(I) Philip Oscar Upchurch 

[Note: After William Whiteside died in the Civil War his brother Lewis returned the 3 children 
to IL.] 

(no number) This item in letter 20 Mar 1996 to RPU from The Frankfort Area Genealogical 
Society [See IL Library File for letter]  

David Upchurch Estate Sale 

Mary Afton Anderson, PO Box XXX, XXXXX, XX XXXXX 
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Names in cemetery: 
John R West  Mary B Norman Elizabeth Bearden 
Margaret West  Calvin Norman Eddie Baker 
Robert West  William D Norman  J G 
Obediah West  Infant Daughter  Hewt Baker 

(1) born 2 Jul 1797 in VA or NC – son of Samuel (whom see) and Mary Ellen (Simmons) 
Upchurch. 

(2) See Attachment 18 2 Feb 1978 letter Elna E Burkhalter to RPU 
A. Marriage Bonds – Lebanon – Wilson Co, TN. David Upchurch married 21 Jul 1818 Sally 
Johnson. 

(3) See letter received 24 May 1975 by RPU from Etta Harriet Shepherd 
David Upchurch born 2 Jul 1797 died 1855 (Galatia, IL). 

(4) See Photo File 83-3A and 83-4 for photo of David Upchurch provided to RPU by Martha 
Marie Purdy in her letters 5 Sep 1982 and 9 Oct 1982. Picture of his 2nd wife Elizabeth Orr is in 
Photo File 83-3B and 83-5. 

(5) See Marriage Records – TN – Received 4 Jan 1984 
David Upchurch married 21 Jul 1819 Wilson Co, TN) Sally Johnson 

(6) See Marriage Records – Saline Co, IL 
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The extractor of these records says David Upchurch was a JP in Saline co, IL. This note is just 
below for marriage records dated 1849, 1849, 1850, 1853 so presume that the David Upchurch 
referred to is indeed XID – 4319. 

(7)  

(7) Continued 
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community. He was an ardent supporter of the Methodist Church in Galatia, where he and 
his family were members. David and Melinda had five children. 

(8) See letter 7 Mar 1988 James Newman Upchurch to RPU 
David Upchurch born 27 Jul 1797. He resided around Galatia, IL, where he raised his family. 

(9) See letter 16 Jul 1997 Eleanora Marie Edge to RPU 
This writer refers to David Upchurch (XID – 4319) as Judge David Upchurch. [I presume the 
“Judge” part is an honorary name given to him as an adult – RPU] 

(no number) See Deed File Re: sale of 80-acre tract by the heirs of Samuel Upchurch (Head of 
the John Upchurch, III/ Samuel Upchurch Sub-clan) in Gallatin co, IL on 30 Sep 1842. The land 
was being sold by the heirs to Thomas L Upchurch, one of the sons of Samuel Upchurch and it 
was necessary for all heirs and spouses to concur. 

Conventional List of the Learned from the Deed 
children of Samuel Upchurch  Children #1, 2, 12 not mentioned – hence 

1. Sally Upchurch died before 1806  presumed deceased with no heirs. 
married ( ) Valentine VanHooser  = Names confirmed by 
2. Rebecca Upchurch died before 1835 the deed 
no marriage located  For John Upchurch #4, his wife is listed 
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3. David Upchurch married (2nd) 1824 (twice) as Katharine Upchurch, hence 
Elizabeth Orr  nee Katharine Johnson* 
4. John Upchurch married Catharine  For William L Upchurch (#5) – no wife 
Johnson* is listed so he may have been  
5. William L Upchurch married ( )  between wives 
--- Moberly, married ( ) Amanda --- --- For Nancy Upchurch (#8) she appears as 
6. Mary Rebecca Upchurch “Polly”*  Nancy Cantrell but no husband is listed; 
married ( ) Nathan Bramlet  presume he is deceased (He is.) 
7. Susannah Upchurch* married Coleman B  
Bramlet 
8.  Nancy Upchurch* married Isaac Cantrell  For Thomas L Upchurch -  no wife listed -  
9. Thomas L Upchurch married Mary Davis  presumably because he is buying the  
10. Jonathan A Upchurch married Nancy   property 
Brown* 
11. Elizabeth Upchurch* married Joseph   For Elizabeth Upchurch (#11) – her husband 
Thompson  is shown clearly as Charles Thompson (not 
12. James Upchurch  Joseph Thompson) 
* = used mark “x” for signature 

(no number) See letter 11 Jul 1980 Grace Elizabeth Cummins to RPU 
I. John Upchurch, III – Head of Clan 

A. Samuel Upchurch 
1. David Upchurch born 27 Jul 1797 (NC) died 21 Feb 1855 (Galatia, IL) 
[Note that this reference does not deal with his 1st marriage 21 Jul 1818 (Lebanon, 
Wilson Co, TN) to Sally Johnson by whom he had children in 1820 (TN) and  
1822 (TN).] David Upchurch moved to IL in 1823 and there on 4 Apr 1824  
married Elizabeth Orr by whom he had 13 children as follows:  

Their children  Born  Died 
Eliza Jane Upchurch  March 14, 1825 March 5, 1872 
Sarah Upchurch October 22, 1826 November 6, 1826 
Robert Shelby Upchurch October 20, 1827 December 14, 1850 
Nancy Orr Upchurch  February 25, 1830 April 16, 1910 
Martha Elizabeth Upchurch  June 12, 1832  July 3, 1838 
William Thomas Upchurch  August 22, 1834 October 15, 1838 
Margaret Ellen Upchurch  February 6, 1837 January 16, 1852 
Rachel Katherine Upchurch  January 7, 1839 January 19, 1839 
Unnamed boy  March 2, 1840  March 2, 1840 
Clementine Elizabeth Upchurch February 12, 1842 February 23, 1845 
Melissa Caroline Upchurch  January 18, 1845 July 21, 1900 
David Taylor Upchurch August 11, 1847 April 12, 1915 
Lewis Cass Upchurch  October 25, 1850 November 30, 1850 


