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Benjamin Franklin Upchurch XID – 2821 

Commentary:  Benjamin Franklin Upchurch was the son of Ruffin and grandson of Moses, 
head of Upchurch Clan 1. 

Acknowledgements: This biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels of Cary NC.  She is both a 
marvelous contributor to UAFA and a member of the UAFA board.  She is also a noted local 
historian in the Cary area. 

(1) Per attachment #35 West letter 18 May 1975 – Wake Co, NC Wills/ Abstracts Court House  
“Ruffin Upchurch to Martha, Wesley, Gaston, Margaret, Anny, Franklin, Aby, Eliza Jane – 1 
Aug 1866 – Book Rec 34, Page 160, File 1197.” 
[Moses Upchurch/Ruffin Upchurch Sub-clan – Benjamin Franklin Upchurch Line] 

(2) See Will File – Will of Franklin Upchurch – Wake Co, NC – Written 31 May 1858 
Probated Aug T 1866 – Ruffin Upchurch names Franklin Upchurch as his son. 

(3) See 1870 Census Wake Co, NC – White Oak Township 
Frank Upchurch (assume = Franklin – RPU) age 21, male, farm laborer with $125 Personal 
Property is in home with his mother Patsey Upchurch (XID – 10). His father Ruffin Upchurch 
had deceased already but in any case had married a 3rd time. 

(4) See 1880 Census Chatham Co, NC  
Upchurch, Frank WM 33 born NC [B Franklin Upchurch] 
Upchurch, Mary wife  WF 37 born NC 
Upchurch, Willie C son  WM 4 born NC [Willis C Upchurch] 
Upchurch, Elora dau  WF 1 born NC [Ella O Upchurch] 

(5) See 1900 Census – Chatham Co, NC 
Franklin B Upchurch white born Mar 1847 53 years born NC  
[B Franklin Upchurch] 
Mary Upchurch wife born Feb 1842  58 years born NC 
Ella O Upchurch dau born Jul 1880  20 years born NC 
Addie R Upchurch dau born Oct 1882  18 years born NC 
Cal G Upchurch son born Jul 1884  15 years born NC 
Norvilla L Upchurch dau born Apr 18, 87 13 years born NC 

(6) See biofile of Ruffin Upchurch died 1866. The executor is looking for children of Ruffin 
Upchurch, including Benjamin Franklin Upchurch. The documents reveal: 

Doc A: Frank Upchurch = B Franklin Upchurch 
Doc B: --- 
Doc C: Frank Upchurch = B Franklin Upchurch
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Doc D: Frank Upchurch = B Franklin Upchurch

(7) B F Upchurch – In 12 Mar 1978 letter from Mrs L W Priest to RPU an excerpt – Book = 
Alumni History University of NC 1795 – 1924, Page 632 
“Upchurch, Caley Goffrey = Physician, RFD 3, Apex; s. m. 1902 – 04; MD University of 
Maryland 1906; born Chatham Co July 9, 1884; p B F and Mary ---; Mason; Woodman, Junior, 
Baptist” 
[Note: See Franklin Upchurch as B F Upchurch, son of Ruffin Upchurch – RPU] 

(8) See 1860 Census Wake Co, NC – Morrisville PO, Household 764, Family 772 
Ruffus Upchurch 74 M Farmer, $825 RE, $1155 PP, born in NC  
Martha Upchurch  50 F  
Wesley Upchurch 21  M 
Augusta Upchurch 19  F 
Anne Upchurch 15  F 
Franklin Upchurch 13  M 
Abba Upchurch 11  F 
Eliza Upchurch 9  F 

(9) See 1850 Census – Wake co, NC – Western Division 
B F Upchurch age 3, M, born in NC is in home of Ruffin Upchurch, age 35, M, farmer, $100 
RE, born in NC 
[Note: it appears that B F Upchurch and Ruffin Upchurch may be brother and sons of Ruffin 
Upchurch born circa 1787 – but perhaps different mothers – RPU] 

(10) See 1880 Chatham Co, NC Census Records extracted by RPU, Dwelling 19, Residence 19, 
New Hope Township 
Frank Upchurch white male age 33 farmer [hence born circa 1847] 
Mary Upchurch wife  age 37 
Willis C Upchurch son  age 4 
Elora Upchurch dau  age 1 

(11) Index to Deeds, Mortgages and Real Estate Conveyances 
Chatham Co, NC 1787 – 1935 – Upchurch – Date filed, Book, Page 

U Grantees(s) [bought] Grantor(s) [sold] 
--------  ------ 

U Grantors(s) [sold]  Grantee(s) [bought] 
Feb 3 1879 DO Mary + B F Johnson Dempsy T  Mtge A-I  491 

[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 
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Jan 4 1886 DO Mary + B F Sugg O P Deed B-P 480 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Mar 9 1905 DO Mary + B F Johnson D T Tr D-T D-E 285 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Dec 15 1905 DO Mary + B F Hunt (E T) & Co Tmbr D-V 628 
[Mary Jane Goodwin]  Cont 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Jan 7 1907 DO Mary + B F Council John D Deed E-F 109 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Nov 13 1907 DO Mary + B F Council John D Deed E-B 454 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Jul 14 1908 DO Mary + B F Welch J S  Deed E-F 321 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Dec 7 1910 DO Mary + B F Welch J S  Corrct E-N 572 
[Mary Jane Goodwin]  Deed 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

May 4 1912 DO Mary + B F Hunt (E T) & Co Tmbr E-I 501 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 

Aug 12 1921 DO Mary + B F Goodwin J C  Mtge F-Z 103 
[Mary Jane Goodwin] 
[Benjamin Franklin Upchurch] 
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(12) Index to Deeds, Mortgages and Real Estate Conveyances 
Chatham Co, NC 1787 – 1935 – Upchurch – Date filed, Book, Page 

U Grantees(s) [bought] Grantor(s) [sold] 
Jul 4 1894 DO Emma  Beckwith Wm H etal  Mtge C-T  209 
Jan 25 1915 DO Ephrim  Upchurch B F etal Deed F-J 39 

+ Mary 

U Grantors(s) [sold]  Grantee(s) [bought] 
Mar 10 1909 DO Peggy Jane + Ephraim  Rollins T G  Mtge E-A 384 
Jan 31 1916 DO Ephraim  Babb J H Deed F-H 237 

(13) Index to Deeds, Mortgages and Real Estate Conveyances 
Chatham Co, NC 1787 – 1935 – Upchurch – Date filed, Book, Page 

U Grantees(s) [bought] Grantor(s) [sold] 
Jan 1 1874 DO [Benjamin F U] Benj F  Baker William  Deed A-H 182 
May 6 1885 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Shakfoard Wiley etal Deed B-K 354 
May 7 1886 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Thomas J R etal Deed B-R 145 
Jan 191889 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Johnson D T etal Deed C-B 71 
Jan 19 1889 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Council J E etal Deed  C-B  69 
Aug 21 1891 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Johnson J H  Deed C-H 298 
Aug 21 1891 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Stewart William Deed  C-H 299 
May 4 1891 DO [Benjamin F U] Frank  Herndon D H etal Mtge C-Z 212 
Dec 15 1905 DO Mary + B F Hunt (W T) & Co Tmbr D-V 629 

[Mary Jane Goodwin]  Cont 
[Benjamin F U] 

Feb 2 1906 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  McNiell J W etal Deed E-B 170 
Aug 5 1908 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Welch J S etal  Mtge E-A 272 
Feb 13 1911 DO [Benjamin F U] Benjamin F Brewer S W etal Deed E-X 248 
Jan 6 1913 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Horton Roger J Mtge E-W 250 
Jan 13 1915 Upchurch [Benj F U] B F  Wilson A L Etal Mtge E-W 601 
Jun 17 1918 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Holland U E etal Mtge F-N  31 
Nov 13 1922 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Goodwin J C  Deed G-B 316 
Oct 29 1924 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Goodwin Mallie Deed G-A 379 
Oct 29 1924 DO [Benjamin F U] B F  Goodwin Mallie Deed G-A 380 
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(14) From: Wake Treasures, Vol 12 (No 1) Winter/Spring 2002, Wake Co, NC Genealogical 
Society, Page 5 – 8. 
[Note: All except those with a Raleigh, NC address are shown below] 
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(15) More on family of Benjamin Franklin Upchurch Family – 7 Jul 2008 

1880 Census – New Hope Township, Chatham Co, NC
Name Born abt Age farmer
Frank Upchurch head 1847 33
Mary Upchurch wife 1842 37
Willie C Upchurch son 1876 4
Elora Upchurch dau 1879 1

1900 Census – Family Not Found 

1910 Census – Anderson Creek Township, Harnett Co, NC
Name Born abt Age
Arllie I Kelly head 1879 31 marr 8 yrs
Ella S Kelly wife 1880 31 [3, 3]
Idelle Kelly dau 1904 6
Frances Kelly dau 1906 4
Eunice Kelly dau 1908 2

1920 Census – Cape Fear Township, Chatham Co, NC
Name Born abt Age
Ella O Kelly head 1881 39 widow
Eunice E Kelly dau 1905 15
Aullie D Kelly son 1911 9
Benjen H Kelly son 1911 9
Ester L Kelly dau 1915 5
Jones F Kelly son 1917 3 3 6/12
Diney P Kelly son 1919 1 1 6/12; 

Dewey

1930 Census – House Creek Township, Wake Co, NC
Name Born abt Age
Ella Kelly head 1881 49 head; own
Harold Kelly son 1912 18
Essie Kelly dau 1914 16
James F Kelly son 1917 13
Davy P Kelly son 1919 11 [Dewey]
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I. Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan 
A. Ruffin Upchurch 

1. Benjamin Franklin Upchurch born Mar 1847 
married ( ) Mary Jane Goodwin 

a. Willis C Upchurch AKA Willie C Upchurch 
b. Ella O Upchurch born about 1880 
married about 1902 ( ) Arllie D Kelly, Sr 

i. Idelle Kelly (F) born about 1904 
ii. Frances Kelly (F) born about 1906 
iii. Eunice E Kelly born 9 May 1908 died 10 Aug 1934 
married ( ) Arthur Urban Ray* born 15 Oct 1901 ( ) died 22 Jan  
1912 
[He married (2nd) ( ) Lucy Young] 
iv. Arllie D Kelly, Jr born about 1912 
v. Benjamin Harold Kelly born about 1912 
vi. Ester L Kelly born about 1915 
vii. James F Kelly born about 1916 
viii. Dewey P Kelly born about 1919 

*Arthur Urban Ray is son o Arthur G Ray and grandson of William Henry Ray a full sibling of 
Aurora O Ray 

(16) Excerpt from: “The Goodwin Family of Central NC” by Thomas Jerry Goodwin, Sr 200 
RPU 29 Sep 2012 
I. William Goodwin, Sr (AKA William Kendrick Goodwin born 2 Jan 1748 (NC) died 1837 
(Chatham Co, NC)  
married 1770 (Wake Co, NC) Winifred Thrailkill 

D. James Goodwin born 1784 (Wake Co, NC) 
married (1st) 7 Oct 1807 (Wake Co, NC) Jency Holland 
married (2nd) 19 Dec 1828 (Chatham Co, NC) Pherabe Lawrence 

(see article next page) 
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