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Asal Upchurch    XID – 587 
 

Commentary: As RPU suggests in item 5, in the 1960s Upchurch research concluded that Asal 
Upchurch, son of William Upchurch, IV was actually Abel Upchurch, Sr. born NC moved to 
Greene Co., AL about 1820. This is incorrect and led to a lot of confusion. Abel Upchurch, Sr. is 
actually the Head of an Upchurch clan and was a 1st cousin of William Upchurch, IV. 
Henceforth XID - 587 son of William Upchurch, IV should be referred to as Asal Upchurch 
(until a better name is found) and never as Abel Upchurch. (There is a copy of the will and the 
name of Asal/Afal on pages 2, 3 and 4) 
 
Acknowledgements:  This Biofile was transcribed by Kathryn Finley of our outstanding UAFA 
volunteers from the Cary area. 

 
(1) Item in letter 12 FEB 2001 John Read Upchurch to RPU 

 

 
Upchurch citations were found on page 325 and were shown located in Wilkes Co., NC. Details 
below. 
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Afal? Asal? as shown in will 

 

I. William Upchurch IV died 1787 
 Married ( ) Sarah --- --- [Mrs. Sarah Upchurch] 

A. William Upchurch 
B. Edey Upchurch 
C. David Upchurch 
D. Afal Upchurch [AKA Asal Upchurch] 
E. Patty Upchurch 
F. John Upchurch 
G. Susana Pennill (Daughter) 

 
From Will books one and two, Wilkes County, North Carolina, 1778-1811 
(Familysearch.com) 
 

 
(2) From: Upchurch Family by Etta Belle West – (28 –page 24) 

Asal Upchurch was the son of William Upchurch and wife Sarah. William Upchurch 
moved from VA to Wilkes Co, NC where he had a family. 
 

(3) Amplification of the William Upchurch, IV family based on info from Warren Co., KY 
  The family of William Upchurch, IV is represented on the 1810 Census of  Warren 
 Co., by 3 Upchurch households. Evidence shows they got there after 1800 and left 
 before  1820.  
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  (Tax Records) Slots in the John Upchurch, V household are easily accounted 
 for by his known family members. 
  The slots in the David Upchurch household are imperfectly accounted for by 
 known family records. Names are needed for 1 male and 3 females, children of  David 
 born 1800-1810. 
  A slot in the David Upchurch household for a male born 1784-1794  
 (age 16-26) could be for William Upchurch, a brother of John and David.  
  The 3rd Household is described by Deborah Shumaker in her email of  
 4 OCT 2016, as follows: 
 
  Avery Upchurch F 16-26  born 1784-1794 Possible  
           widow of  
           Edward  
           Upchurch or  
           Asal (?)  
           Upchurch   
           children of  
           William  
           Upchurch IV?  
           RPU 
  ---   F 16-26  born 1784-1794 
  ---   F 0-10  born 1800-1810 
  ---   M 0-10  born 1800-1810 
 
 Warren Co., KY marriages show 4 Upchurch marriages: 
  #1 Patsey Upchurch  married 22 Feb 1811  ( ) James Earnest 
  #2 Sally Upchurch* married 20 Sep 1817  ( ) Peter Snider “I” 
  #3 Avy Upchurch* married 26 Dec 1813  ( ) Berryman Willbanks 
  #4 Ambrose Upchurch married 2 Mar 1815  ( ) Mary Durnall 
  *Both over 21 at Marriage 
 
 Notes (RPU) – Sally and Ambrose are clearly children of David Upchurch. 
 The Will of Berryman Willbanks is reported in Henry Co., TN when he is presumed 
 deceased. He names widow Averila (Upchurch) Willbanks and two children Henry 
 Willbanks and Richard Willbanks. David Upchurch is executor. Note no slot for Averila 
 in David Upchurch household in 1810. How does she fit in?  Likewise no slot in David 
 Upchurch 1810 household for Patsey Upchurch. How does she fit in? 
 

(4) Notes under William Upchurch (XID - 160) father of XID - 2065 show spelling of Asal 
in 28 but Olive Morgan shows ABEL. 

 
(5) RPU entry 23 May 2017 

  In the 1960s Upchurch research concluded that Asal Upchurch son of 
 William Upchurch, IV was actually Abel Upchurch, Sr. born NC moved to Greene Co., 
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 AL about 1820. This is incorrect and led to a lot of confusion. Abel Upchurch, Sr. is 
 actually the Head of an Upchurch clan and was a 1st cousin of William Upchurch, IV. 
  Henceforth XID - 587 son of William Upchurch, IV should be referred to as 
 Asal Upchurch (until a better name is found) and never as Abel Upchurch. 
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