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Ambrose Amos Upchurch    XID – 545 
 

Commentary: Ambrose married Harriet Carpenter, who was the daughter of John and Elizabeth 
Upchurch Carpenter.   
 
Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by UAFA Director of Biofile Transcription, 
Carla J. Michaels! 
 
(1) Ambrose Upchurch married Harriet Pearce 7 Jan 1841 per Raleigh Register Newspaper 19 
Jan 1841 (1) (NC Genealogical Society Journal Vol 27 No 3 Aug 2001 Page 285) [married by 
Alfred Lancaster] 
 
(2) Attachment #16 West letter 18 May 1975 – shows as in (1) but indicates Franklin Co. 
 
(3) Attachment #28 West letter 18 May 1975 – Marriage Bonds – Franklin Co, NC 
“Ambrose Upchurch married Harriett Pearce 1 Jan 1840 – Bondsman and witness = Kisar 
Alford, S Patterson.” 
 
(4) Info for Ambes Upchurch transferred to here since Ambes is obvious misspelling of 
Ambrose. “Ambes Upchurch married Harriett Pearce. As was son of Berkley Upchurch, whom 
see. Ambes had 4 sons, one killed in Civil War. Per attachment #10 West letter 8 May 1975. 
 
(5) Per attachment #29 West letter 18 May 1975 – Marriage Bonds – Franklin Co, NC 
A. “Auma Upchurch married William Privett 25 Nov 1837 – Bondsman & witness Ambrose 
Upchurch and S Patterson.” 
B. “Agnes A Upchurch (daughter of Ambrose & Harriett Upchurch) married Fenner Denton 23 
Mar 1868 – Thos C Horton, CCC.” 
C. “Martha M Upchurch married Kisar Alford 1 Jan 1841 – Bondsman & witness = Ambrose 
Upchurch”, S Patterson 
 
(6) Per attachment #25 West letter 18 May 1975 – Upchurch Deed Grantors – Franklin Co, NC 
A. 1855 Ambrose Upchurch to Littleberry Johnson  Book 31 Page 517 
A. 1866 Ambrose Upchurch & wife to Partition for Partition Book 33 Page 127 
C. 1867 Ambrose Upchurch to W S Harris   Book 33 Page 344 
D. 1870 Ambrose Upchurch to Wm Privett   Book 35 Page 402 
E. 1871 Ambrose Upchurch & wife to C B Upchurch  Book 36 Page 138 
F. 1874 Ambrose Upchurch & wife to Augustus Saunders Book 40 Page 147 
  Mortgage Deed 
 
(7) Ben Upchurch married Nancy Ledbetter. They had a daughter Frankie (Frances) Upchurch 
who married John Pearce, born 10 Nov 1787. John Was son of Phillip and Nancy (Bunn) Pearce. 
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Frankie and John had 9 children one of whom was Harriet Pearce who lived to be 78. She 
married Amos Upchurch (33, Page 21) [Note: I suspect Amos = Ambrose in this case – RPU] 
 
(8) Letter 3 Jul 77 Edythe Tippett to RPU shows Harriet Pearce married 1 Jan 1840 Ambrose 
and that they had daughter E Jane Upchurch (1851 – 1919) who married B Moses Alford (1848 – 
1915). 
 
(9) See Deed File for 5 mar 1870 Franklin Co, NC Book 35 Page 402 
Ambrose Upchurch, Martha Alford & Ursula Upchurch for affection only deed 25 5/7 acres 
land to William Privett. 
[Note: because of this Edythe Tippett in letter 23 Aug 71 to RPU suggests Ambrose, Martha and 
Ursula are children of Berkley Upchurch – RPU] 
 
(10) See Deed file – Franklin Co NC Deed Book 28 Page 37 
On 6 Apr 1839 William Pace sold to Berkley Upchurch a large amount personal goods for $100 
– Witnesses Ambrose Upchurch and Simon Williams, jurat. 
 
(11) See Page 6 of 13 Apr 1978 letter Edythe Tippett to RPU 
A. Ambrose Upchurch, son of Burkley Upchurch, was born circa 1818, died 2 Jul 184, and 
married 1 Jan 1840 Harriett Pearce and buried – all in Franklin Co, NC. 
B. Page 2 Mr C E Pearce Sr is the great grandson of Leacy Upchurch (daughter of Berkeley 
Upchurch) and Benjamin Pearce. he says Leacy and Ambrose had sister Ursula. 
C. Page 2 “I think I can be very comfortable with the above or proof that Berkley Upchurch was 
father of my Ambrose Upchurch what with deed from Ambrose, Martha M Alford and Ursula 
Upchurch to William Privette and other documents linking Ambrose to Berkeley.” 
 
(12) See Page 7 of 4 Jun 1978 letter Edythe M Tippett to RPU 
Blake Baker and Frances Upchurch marriage bond Wake Co, NC = 16 Nov 1829. Blake Baker 
was a neighbor of Benjamin Pearce and Ambrose Upchurch. He was involved in a land dispute 
with Benjamin father John. 
 
(13) See 10 Feb 1979 letter West to RPU Page 4 – A Upchurch bought land from John Pearce in 
1855 (Book 31 Page 440) West suggests A = Abel or Ambrose. 
 
(14) See 1850 Census Franklin Co, NC 
In home of Ambrose Upchurch age 30 Farmer $400 RE, born in NC are: 
 Harriet Upchurch  age 30 f 
 Franky Upchurch  age 8 f [Frances A Upchurch XID – 2909] 
 John Upchurch  age 6 m [John Upchurch XID – 654] 
 Aggy Upchurch age 4 f [Agnes Ann Upchurch XID – 593] 
 Calvin Upchurch  age 2 m [Calvin Bryant Upchurch XID – 593] 
 Mary Upchurch age 8/12 [Mary Upchurch XID – 2913] 
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(15) See 1870 Census Co, NC extracted by RPU 
 Ambros Upchurch age 52 m Farmer, $1000 RE, $300 PP  
      [Ambrose A Upchurch] 
 Harriet Upchurch  age 52 f keep house [Harriet Pearce] 
 Jane Upchurch  age 18 f no occupation 
 William Upchurch  age 16 m farm labor 
 Martha Upchurch  age 12 f no occupation 
 Penina Upchurch  age 10 f no occupation 
 James Upchurch age 3 m 
 
1880 
 Ambrose Upchurch age 62 m farmer [Ambrose A Upchurch] 
 Harriet Upchurch  age 62 f wife, keep house 
 James Upchurch age 13 m son, farm labor 
 
(16) See notes of RPU 3 Sep 1977 visit to Claude E Pearce Sr 
CEP took me to see the Ambrose Upchurch graveyard on Old Highway 64 just west of Pilot in 
Franklin Co, NC. The house just across the road and 100 yards east was the Ambrose Upchurch 
homeplace. Claude knew some of the children of Ambrose Upchurch. Some of them moved to 
Raleigh. Ambrose Upchurch married Harriett Pearce, a sister of Claude’s great grandfather 
(Benjamin Pearce).  
 
(17) See letter Edythe Lee Medlin to RPU – see Photo File 82-6 
A. Provides photo of Ambrose Upchurch – see Photo File 82-6 
B. The fact that Ambrose Upchurch seems to have had 2 sons named James is confusing. 
Abstracts of Census by 2 people agree there are 2 sons. Perhaps 1st James died young and they 
named a second one James – who married Rosa Bunn. 
 
(18) See Upchurch Marriages, NC 
Ambrose Upchurch married 1 Jan 1840 [Bond] (Franklin Co, NC) Harriet Pearce. Witness 
Kisar Alford, S Patterson. 
 
(19) Copy to Clyna Jayne Pruitt 11 Aug 1984 
 
(20) Burkley Upchurch bought personal estate, witnessed by Ambrose Upchurch 6 Apr 1839 
Franklin Co, NC Deed Book 28 Page 37 (41, Page 232) 
 
(21) Note: As of 11 Oct 1987 conclude that Ambrose Upchurch (XID – 2815) did not have a son 
named Ambrose Upchurch. Previously RPU had shown that an Ambrose A Upchurch (XID – 
4811) was a son of XID – 2815 of the John Upchurch IV/ Ambrose Upchurch Sub-clan. Will 



4 
 

 
 

now vacate XID – 4811 and show the entries 1 – 5 listed under XID – 4811 as a part of XID – 
545. The entries 1 – 5 are reproduced below as (22) – (26). 
 
(22) Marriages in Granville Co, NC [I think this may be Franklin Co, NC – RPU] 
Ambrose A Upchurch married 19 Jan 1841 Harriet Pearce (29, Page 44) 
 
(23) Ambrose A Upchurch born circa 1820 married 19 Jan 1841 Harriet Pearce. Obituary Wake 
Co, NC. Harriet, wife of A A Upchurch, Esq died 1 May 1867 Burial Peach Tree Grove (29, 
Page 44). 
 
(24) There is satisfactory proof that Ambrose A Upchurch and Elizabeth Upchurch were 
children of Ambrose Upchurch. The use of the names of the parents, the marriages were 
recorded in Granville Co, NC, the statement of J J Upchurch that there were two girls and two 
boys in the family and the ages on the Granville Census are about the ages the two children 
would have been (29, Page 46) [WRONG!! Ambrose A Upchurch was the son of Burkley 
Upchurch – RPU] 
 
(25) Obituary in Biblical Recorder – Raleigh, NC 
Mrs Harriet Upchurch, wife of A A Upchurch, Esquire. Peach Tree Grove 1 May 1867 [A A 
Upchurch = Ambrose A Upchurch] 
 
(26) Copy of 22 – 25 above to Clyna Jane Pruitt 11 Aug 1984 
 
(27) See letter 1 Apr 1989 Virginia Diann Kenney to RPU 
Ambrose Upchurch [Ambrose A Upchurch] married 7 Jan 1841 (Franklin Co, NC) Harriet 
Pearce. 
 
(28) Franklin Co, NC – Marriages 
Fenner Denton to Agnes A Upchurch 
Bond: 23 Mar 1868 [married 26 Mar 1868] 
Bondsman/ Witnesses:  F P Pierce, JP 
    Thomas C Horton 
Fenner = son of Redin Richards Denton and wife Nancy. 
Agnes = daughter of A Upchurch [Ambrose A Upchurch] and wife Harriet 
 
(29) See letter 10 Sep 1991 Wilma Dell Phillips to RPU 
For A A Upchurch Wilma uses three spelling versions: 
Ambrose 
Ah’mus 
Amos 
 
(30) – missing – CJM 16 Oct 2020 
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(31) See letter 18 Jan 1994 Cramer Lee Smith to RPU 
In 1863 the heirs of the late John Pearce petitioned to have his 1125 acres in Franklin Co, NC 
divided among 9 children. In 1866 the commissioner awarded 187 acres to his daughter Harriet 
(Pearce) Upchurch and his son in law Ambrose Upchurch. 
 
(32) Page 11 & 12 letter 4 Jun 1978 Edythe M Tippett to RPU 
Ambrose Upchurch and wife Harriet Pearce married Jan 1, 1840 
Their children: 
1. John Upchurch, born circa 1844 
married Candace Stallings. They had 1 child, Ardella Virginia who married William Eaton Gay. 
John died in the Civil War. 
 
2. Frances Upchurch born circa 1842  
married (1) Joseph T Stallings ug 3, 1861. They had 1 child, William Jasper Stallings.  
Married (2) Simon Williams. 
 
3. Agnes Ann Upchurch born circa 1846  
married (1) Fenner Denton. They had 3 children: Pettigrew Denton, Charles Denton and Rosie 
Denton. 
married (2) Levin B Phillips, 2 children – Ivan and Kearney Phillips. 
Agnes Ann was Ivan & Kearney’s stepmother. 
 
4. Calvin Upchurch born circa 1848  
married --- --- Privette 
 
5. Mary Upchurch born circa 1849 
 
6. James XID – 647 Upchurch born circa 1852 
A point of confusion, this James may have died. 
 
7. Fannie Upchurch born circa 185- died Aug 29, 1921 
married Atlas Brantley born 1848 died May 2, 1920 
Their children were Ambrose Brantley, Lawrence Brantley, Ulyses Brantley, Sissie Brantley and 
“No-lie” Brantley. 
 
8. Eliza Jane Upchurch born 1851 died Nov 29, 1919 
married Burkley Moses Alford born Jan 10, 1849 
 
9. William Gaston Upchurch born circa 1856 
married (1) Alice Green 
They had 1 child, (Martha) Mattie Artelia Upchurch who married William Miley Bunn 



6 
 

 
 

married (2) Anses Green. Anses was the sister of Alice Green. 
 
10. Martha Upchurch born circa 1858  
married “Fed” Carter 
 
11. Penina Upchurch born circa 1860 
married Nathaniel Green – Nathaniel brother to Alice and Anses Green 
 
12. James C Upchurch 
married “Chick” Bunn. “Chick’s” name was Rosa.  
Census shows 2 sons named James according to ages. An error? 
 
(33) Upchurches listed in “The 1902 – 1908 Voter Registration Lists; Franklin Co, NC” 
Item Page Registrant  Age Ancestor Name District/ Clan/ 
No.  Name       Year  Sub-clan 
1   1 J. T. Alford  52 Brinkley Upchurch Dunn  Richard, III/ 
  [John T Alford] b 1850 [Burkely U.]  1902  Burkely 
 
2 2 R. H. Green  21 Ambrose Upchurch Dunn  Richard III/ 
  [Roger Hopkins G.]  [Ambrose A. U.]  1902  Burkely 
 
3 2 J. S. Johnson  35 B. Upchurch  Dunn  Jubal/ 
  [John S Johnson]  [Littleberry U.] 1902  Littleberry 
 
4 2 W. L. Johnson  48 L. B. Upchurch Dunn  Jubal/ 
     b 1854 [Littleberry U.] 1902  Littleberry 
 
5 4 J. B. Privett  50 Burkley Upchurch Dunn  Richard, III/ 
  [James Berry P.]  b 1852 [Burkely U.]  1902  Burkely 
 
6 5 James Upchurch 38 Juble Upchurch Dunn   Jubal/ 
     b 1864 [Jubal U.]  1902  ? 
 
7 5 J. W. Upchurch 35 Burkley Upchurch Dunn  Richard, III/ 
  [James W. U.]  b 1867 [Burkely U.]  1902  Burkely 
 
8 25 P. A. Upchurch 40 J. C. Upchurch Sandy Creek  
  [Peyton A. U.]  b 1862 [James Calvin U.] 1902 
 
9 28 William D. Upchurch 42 William A. Upchurch Gold Mine  
     B 1860    1902 
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10 28  R. J. Upchurch 26 Calvin Upchurch Gold Mine 
  [Robert J. U.]  b 1876 [James Calvin U.] 1902 
  RJU son of Calvin U. 
 
 
 
11 28 J. A. Upchurch 32 Calvin Upchurch Gold Mine 
  [James A. U.]  b 1870 [James Calvin U.] 1902 
  JAU son of Calvin U. 
 
12 35 Simon M. Upchurch 68 ----   Cypress Richard, III/ 
  [Sion M. U.]  b 1834    Creek/1902 Sion 
 
13 35 Henry H. Upchurch 28 Moses Upchurch Cypress 
     b 1874 [William Moses U.] Creek/1902 
 
14 57 W. J. Upchurch 22 ---   Dunn 
     b 1876    1908 
 
15 57 S. G. Denton  31 Ambrose Upchurch Dunn  Richard, III/ 
     b 1877 [Ambrose A. U.] 1908  Burkely 
 
16 57 J. C. Denton   33 Ambrose Upchurch Dunn  Richard, III/ 
  [James Charles U.] 1875 [Ambrose A. U.] 1808  Burkely 
 
 
(34) From letter 19 Apr 1992 Darnell Dorothea Phillips to RPU 
 “My great grandfather Upchurch [Ambrose A Upchurch] was a man who had a speech 
impediment. Once he told grandfather N D Green – “If you can’t, can’t say anything good, good 
don’t say anything”. Also, once the Baptist Church at Poplar Springs in Franklin Co, NC was 
having a Saturday business meeting and Upchurch [AAU] had broken a rule of the church. he 
stood up before the group and said “I’m sorry, sorry and I’ve always, always been sorry!” My 
mother [Ella Elizabeth Green – granddaughter of AAU] told me about her grandparents [M/M 
AAU] she loved to visit them, eat and spend the night with them. A former slave cooked for 
them. The Upchurches had a large vegetable and lower garden at the back of their home. I have 
an evergreen shrub that came from a cutting at their home.” 
 
(35) See entry 15 Nov 1992 – biofile of Ralph W Crews 
His great grandfather was AAU for whom he was the middle name Amos. There is no indication 
of the source of this detail. 
 
(36) See biofile of Tom V Poole – entry 15 Nov 1992 
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 TVP born 1919 is son of Bessie Jane Green, grandson of Elsa Penina --- Upchurch and 
great grandson of Ambrose Amos Upchurch. 
 Ambrose Amos Upchurch inherited 120 acres from Burkely Upchurch and got 520 acres 
from his father in law John Pearce. Ambrose willed their land to two of his sons “Bill” [William 
Gaston Upchurch] and James Upchurch [James W Upchurch] and they managed it (farmed?) for 
a couple of years knowing there was a mortgage but then learned there was actually a 2nd 
mortgage They lost the property. 
 Ambrose Amos Upchurch did have two sons named James Upchurch. The first-born 
James [born 1852, XID – 647] died at age 19. The second born James [born 1867; XID – 2914] 
lived to have a family. 
 Ambrose Amos Upchurch married Harriet Pearce who was the daughter of John Pearce. 
John Pearce was extremely wealthy and owned 40,000 acres of land and many slaves. He had 6 
girls and settled 500 – 600 acres of land on each plus a house and outbuildings and 8 slaves. He 
had 4 boys and settled about 2,000 acres on each. John Pearce had a large black carriage with 
servants fore and aft. He and his wife were poisoned by slaves who cooked their food in 1863 at 
the time Lincoln free the slaves. His grave is in the Moccasin Creek area. 
 Ambrose Amos Upchurch died Feb 1894, not Jul 1894. He had a fight with his wife and 
at age 50 went into service in the Civil War. 
 Ambrose Amos Upchurch named all of his daughters “Ann” hence. 
 
(37) See biofile of Thomas Vincent Poole – entry 6 Dec 1992 
AAU had only twelve children. 
AAU was great on hospitality. If someone dropped by he would stop all his work and visit with 
them and provide food. He was a prominent member of the Baptist Church at Pilot, NC but some 
members preferred that he not pray as he prayed too long. The church land was given by the 
Stallings family. 
 The land near the Upchurch Cemetery at Pilot, NC was land that came from John Pearce, 
father in law of AAU. 
 
(38) See Pearce Family – compiled 1967 
I. Nathan Pearce married Nancy Wester 
 A. Philip Pearce born 24 Jul 1753 married Nancy Bunn 
  1. John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787  
  married Frankie Upchurch died at age 80 – was the daughter of Benjamin   
  Upchurch and Nancy Ledbetter (lived to age 85) Benjamin Upchurch had sisters  
  Frankie Upchurch, Betty Upchurch and Nancy Upchurch. Frankie’s brothers  
  Jubble Upchurch lived to be 80. 
   a. Benjamin Pearce [lived to 88] – 11 children 
   married 1st Leesie Upchurch 
   married 2nd Linda Denton died age 47 
   Linda Denton was daughter of Berk Perry and granddaughter of Bennett  
   Perry, and of Nancy Denton died age 45, daughter of Drew Denton 
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   married 3rd Betty Fason 
   b. Jack Pearce married Jane Alford 
    i. Bryant Pearce – went to AL 
     (I) J J Pearce 
     (II) J A Pearce 
     (III) M E Pearce 
     (IV) Susan Pearce 
   c. Cal Pearce lived to be 85 married Ruthy Baker 
   d. Clear Pearce [Clara Pearce] married William Osburn Gay 
   e. Sidney Pearce lived to be 70, married Pam Mitchell 
   f. Prissy Pearce lived to be 73, married Baldy Alford 
   g. Harriet Pearce lived be 70, married Amos Upchurch [Ambrose Amos  
   Upchurch] 
   h. Jane Pearce lived to be 75 married Clem Alford 
   i. Fan Pearce lived to be 70 married Joe Pulley 
 
(39) Census Records for Ambrose Amos Upchurch – RPU – 29 Aug 2008 

Census – 1850 – Dunn’s Township, Franklin Co, NC 
Name born about age  
Aggy Upchurch 1846 4  
Ambrose Upchurch  1820 30  
Calvin Upchurch  1848 2  
Franke Upchurch 1842 8 boy 
Harriet Upchurch 1820 30  
John Upchurch  1844 6  
Mary Upchurch 1849 0 8/12 

 

Census – 1860 – Dunn’s Township, Baker’s X Roads PO, Franklin Co, NC 
Name born about age  
Ambrose Upchurch  1818 42 farmer, $1800/ 857 
Harriet Upchurch  1818 42  
Frances Upchurch 1842 18  
John Upchurch  1844 16  
Agnis Upchurch 1846 14  
Calvin Upchurch  1848 12  
**Fannie Upchurch 1850 10  
**James Upchurch*  1852 8  
William Upchurch  1856 4  
Infant Upchurch  1859 1  
Clarkie Sanderford 1804 56  

 

Census – 1870 – Dunn’s Township, Franklin Co, NC 
Name born about age  
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Ambus Upchurch  1818 52 farmer, $1000/ 300 
Harriet Upchurch  1818 52  
*Frances Upchurch 1852 18  
*Jane Upchurch 1854 16  
William Upchurch  1856 14  
Martha Upchurch 1858 12  
Penina Upchurch 1860 10  
James Upchurch 1867 3  

*This child not named James Upchurch (see ** below). There was a later child born 1867 names 
James W Upchurch. – RPU 29 Aug 2008 
** The listing of Fannie and James in 1860 and of Frances and Jane in 1870 has led to some 
confusion. Here is my analysis as of 29 Aug 2008 – RPU 

 Fannie Upchurch shown as born about 1850 is the same as Frances Upchurch shown as 
born about 1852 in 1870. I carry her as Fannie Ann Upchurch born 1851 taking note that 
she had a sister Frances Ann Upchurch born about 1842. 

 James Upchurch born 1853 per 1860 Census is same as Jane* shown born 1852 per 1870 
Census = actually Elizabeth Jane Ann Upchurch born Jan 1852. 

 

Census – 1880 – Dunn’s Township, Franklin Co, NC 
Name born about age  
Ambroes Upchurch  1818 62 head 
Harriet Upchurch  1818 52 wife 
James Upchurch 1867 13 son 
Aggie A Denton 1854 26 daughter 
Rovey [v = x] J Denton 1873 7 granddaughter 
James C Denton 1875 5 grandson 
Alison O Denton 1877 3 grandson 

 
I. Richard Upchurch, III – Head of Clan 
 A. Burkely Upchurch 
  1. Ambrose Amos Upchurch 
  married ( ) Harriet Pearce 
   a. Frances Ann Upchurch born about 1842 
   b. John W Upchurch born about 1844 
   c. Agnes Ann Upchurch born about 1846 
   married Fenner Denton 
    i. Roxie J Denton 
    ii. James Charles Denton 
    iii. Allison Pettigrew Denton 
   d. Calvin Bryant Upchurch born about 1848 
   e. Mary Ann Upchurch born about 1849 
   f. Fannie Ann Upchurch born 1851 
   g. Elizabeth Jane Ann Upchurch born Jan 1852 
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   h. [RPU note: no child listed between the birth of Jane in 1852 and   
   William in 1856. Thus presume it likely a child was born about 1854 and  
   died at birth or as an infant before the 1860 census] 
   i. William Gaston Upchurch born about 1856 
   j. Martha Ann Upchurch born about 1858 
   k. Elsa Ann Penina Upchurch born 1 Sep 1859 
   l. James W Upchurch born about 1867 (child #12) 
 
(40) Book: Strickland Records and Family Groups Carla Tate 2007 Wake Co, NC Records – 
Page 26 – 397 – Items of interest to RPU 
Re: Estate of Bertis Terrell Strickland (Page 266. He died 1896) 
 Page 157 – 1851 Tax Roll – 1386 Acres – B T Strickland 
 Page 159 – 9 Feb 1851 BTS purchases Bunn Mill from James D Newson 
 Page 268 – Clara A Strickland wife of BTS writes her will 14 Apr 1880 (probated 1897). 
She leaves 1/2 of her estate in trust for husband but he predeceased her. So all went to daughter 
nee Virginia N Strickland, wife of S P Gill. SPG died before 1894. 
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(41) See biofile of Ambrose Amos Upchurch – entry 19 Mar 1996 
 This document concerns a deed made 5 Mar 1870 in Franklin Co, NC. From it one may 
conclude that at his death in 1863 Burkely Upchurch, Sr designated 7 heirs to receive equal 
shares (8 4/7 acres each) of a 60-acre tract. In the 1870 deed three heirs (children of Burkely 
Upchurch, Sr) transfer their 25 5/7 acres (8 4/7 x 3) to William Privett, husband of Auma 
Upchurch, a sibling of the three heirs. The three are Ambrose Upchurch [Ambrose Amos 
Upchurch], Martha Alford [Martha M Upchurch] and Urguly Upchurch [Ersula Upchurch]. It 
would be helpful to locate the document which lists the 7 heirs in order to more definitely fix the 
names of the 8 (9) children of Burkely Upchurch, Sr. 
 
(42) Input from emails 24 & 25 Aug 2008 Susan Alyce Lampe to RPU 
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I. Richard Upchurch, III – Head of Clan 
 A. Burkely Upchurch, Sr 
  1. Ambrose Upchurch [Ambrose A Upchurch] 1818 – 1894 
  married ( ) Harriet Pearce 1818 – 1867 
   a. John Upchurch [John W Upchurch] 1843 – 1865 
   married ( ) Candis Stallings [Candace Stallings] born 1843 died about  
   1901 
   lived next to each other Dunn’s Township, Franklin Co, NC 
    i. Ardella Frances Upchurch [Ardella Virginia Upchurch] born  
    1864 – died 1951. She was named as an heir in the will of her  
    grandfather Ambrose Upchurch as her father had been killed in the 
    Civil War. 
    married ( ) William Eaton Gay 1861 - 1938 
     a. Ann Frances Gay born 1896 – died 1987 
     married ( ) George Fen Poole 1891 – 1943 
      i. Ann Frances Poole born 1930 
      still living 24 Aug 2000 
      married ( ) Lampe 
       (I) Susan Alyce Lampe born 30 Dec 1952  
       (Milledgeville, Baldwin Co, GA) 
       married ( ) --- --- Davis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(44) See Page 25 Download in letter 7 Mar 2000 Flora Pauline Upchurch to RPU 
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I. Nathan Pearce, I born 9 Jul 1735 
 A. Philip Pearce – one of the 4 brothers 
  1. John Pearce, II 
  married Frances Upchurch 
   a. Harriet Pearce 
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(46) Franklin Co, NC – Will Book K – Bradley page 63 
276-(168) Inventory & account of sale of the property of John Powell dec’d sold by Bennet 
Lewis agt of Larkin Upchurch excr of sd dec’d, sold 3 Apr 1838. Buyers: 
Bennett Lewis  Mrs Martha Privitt Ambrose Upchurch Larkin Upchurch 
John Pearce purchased negro boy Lewis. 
June Court 1838. 
 
(47) See Pearce Family – Item in letter 16 Sep 1998 Claude Craybon Hudson to RPU – 5 pages – 
Page 3 
I. Nathan Pearce, I born 1735 
 A. Philip Pearce  
  1. John Pearce, II lived to be 80 
  married Frankie Upchurch died at age 82  
   a. Benjamin Pearce, age 88 – still living  
   b. Jack Pearce 80 married ( ) Jane Alford 
    i. Bryant Pearce – went to AL, died age 22 (TX) (Buried Bonham,  
    TX) 
     (I) J J Pearce (M) 
     (II) J A Pearce (M) 
     (III) M E Pearce (M) 
     (IV) Susan Pearce 
   c. Cal Pearce 85 married ( ) Ruthy Baker 
   d. Clear Pearce still living married William Gay 
   e. Sidney Pearce “Sind” be 70 
   married ( ) Penn (Palum) Mitchell 
   married ( ) Susan Brown 
   f. Prissy Pearce 73, married ( ) Baldy Alford 
   g. Harriet Pearce 78, married ( ) Amos Upchurch [Ambrose Amos  
   Upchurch] 
   h. Jane Pearce 75 married ( ) Clem Alford 
   i. Fan Pearce 70 married Joe Pulley 
 
(48) From Estate File of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born 9 Jun 1735] 
See his biofile – 29 Oct 2006, Franklin Co, NC 
Page 46 = The heirs of John Pearce, Sr petition to divide his 1125 acres, December Term 1863. 
For the petitioners: B W Spivey 
Petitioners (Heirs) – 9: 
 Benjamin Pearce  John Pearce, Jr 
 Calvin Pearce 
 Pemberton Mitchell & wife nee Lucinda Pearce 
 Clem Alford & wife nee Jane Pearce 
 Baldy Alford & wife nee Priscilla Pearce 
 Joseph Pulley “Joe” & wife nee Frances Perce “Fannie” 
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 William Gay & wife nee Clara Ann Pearce “Clary” 
 Ambrose Upchurch & wife nee Harriett Pearce 
Land bounded by: 
 William Privette Benjamin Pearce Shaw Driver 
Commissioners appointed: 
 Thomas Williams John Griffin  W T Minga 
 W S Cheves  W S Harris 
Registered: 16 Jul 1866, T C Horton Clerk of Court 
 
(49) Deed: 
Franklin Co, NC 
6 Apr 1839 
Deed Book 28 Page 37 
William Pace to Burkely Upchurch (spelled Burkley) 
Transfer of goods, not land 
Witness:  Ambrose Upchurch 
  Simon Williams 
 
(50) Upchurch & Related Tax Listings- Franklin Co, NC 1798-1864- To RPU from Carla Jones 
29 Oct 2006 [For the year 1855 – CJM 16 Oct 2020] 

 
 
(51) From Estate File of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born 9 Jun 1733]/ 
See his biofile = 29 Oct 2006 Franklin Co, NC 
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Pages 23, 24, 25 
G M Cooley, Administrator for the estate of John Pearce, Sr sells to Sherod Brantley a 
judgement in Favor of G M Gorley and to J J Harris – highest bidder - $38. 
Report dated 23 Aug 1873 
Officials R N Timberlake & T C Horton 
Reference to names on an account list: 
Curtis Hodge  Richardson Allen A Upchurch 
Matthew Johnson Keaser Alfred  James M Bell 
   Duncan Bunn  A C Crudup 
Simon Pearce  B T Strickland  E A Crudup 
Crossfile to include nee Frances A Upchurch 
 
(52) Upchurch & Related Tax Listings – Franklin Co, NC 1798 – 1864 – to RPU from Carla 
Jones 29 Oct 2006 
[Names included: Ambrose Upchurch, Ambros Upchurch, John Pearce, F Pierce, J Pierce – CJM 
16 Oct 2020] 
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(53) Franklin Co, NC – Marriages 
Emmerson Packet to Cornelia A Powell 
Bond 4 Sep 1856 [married 4 Sep 1856] 
Bondsman/ Witness: Ambrose Upchurch 
   Y Patterson 
   Danl S Hill, JP 
 
(54) From estate file of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born 9 Jun 1735] 
See his biofile – 29 Oct 2006 Franklin Co, NC 
Six of the heirs of John Pearce, II received contiguous 187-acre tracts near Moccasin Creek. 
Tract No 1 was allocated to daughter Harriet (Pearce) Upchurch and her husband Ambrose 
Amos Upchurch – see below. Harriett’s brother Benjamin Pearce got an adjoining 300 acres. 
[Names included below: Privette, Mobley, Ambrose Upchurch, Harriett Upchurch, Joseph 
Pulley, Fannie Pulley, Shaw Driver, B Pearce, Benjamin Pearce. – CJM 16 Oct 2020] 
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(55) Franklin Co, NC – Will Book K – Bradley page 72  
308-(187) Sale of property of Thomas Pace de’cd 6 Nov 1838 by Burkley Upchurch. Buyers: 
Nathaniel Dunn A. A. Lancaster Bennet Lewis  Joseph Mobly 
James Pace  John Pearce  Solomon Richards Ambrose Upchurch 
Larkin Upchurch 
December Court 1838. 
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(56) Franklin Co, NC Wills – Bradley Vol 2 Entry 32 

 
 
William M Upchurch [William Moses Upchurch, age 41 in 1872] 
A A Upchurch [Ambrose Amos Upchurch, age 54 in 1872] 
Will File 
James Solomon 
*Emily B Solomon 
*Lucinda A Solomon 
*Mary J Solomon 
*Assume these three may be daughters of James Solomon 
 
(57) Deed: 
Franklin Co, NC 
5 mar 1870  
Deed Book 35 Page 402 
Ambrose Upchurch     
Martha Alford [Martha Upchurch] to William Privette [for love and affection] 
Ursula Upchurch 
 
25 5/7 acres transferred, this being the interest of the 3 in a 60 acre tract 
Adjoins: Frances Pearce 
  William Privette 
Witness: H P Pearce 
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(50) Upchurch & Related Tax Listings – Franklin Co, NC 1798 – 1864 – to RPU from Carla 
Jones 29 Oct 2006 
 
  District  Ambrose Amos Upchurch 
1817  Capt May  1WP 
1818  Capt May  1WP 
1819  Capt May  1WP 
1820  Capt May  1WP 
1821  --- ---  --- 
1822  Capt Willis Cook 1WP 
1823     not found for several years 
 
1855  Capt Dunn  400A $1000 1WP  [purchased from John Pearce] 
---  --- ---  --- 
1858  --- ---  1670A $2088 6BP  [Ambrose listed for John Pearce] 
---  --- ---   
1860  --- ---  1670A $4175 6BP  [Ambrose listed for John Pearce] 
---  --- --- 
1864  --- ---  613A $2146 5 slaves [Ambrose listed for F Pearce] 
1864  --- ---  1000A $4000  [Ambrose listed for J Pearce Heirs]  
 
(59) Per attachment #24 West letter 18 May 1975 – Conveyances – Franklin Co, NC 
A. 1866 – Ambrose Upchurch from W S Cheve Comm Book 33 Page 128* 
B. 1866 – Ambrose Upchurch from John Griffin Comm Book 33 Page 128* 
C. 1866 – Ambrose Upchurch from W F Minga Comm Book 33 Page 128* 
*Ambrose and wife Harriet – Clara Ann Gay – etc – heirs of heirs at law of John Pearce 
 
(60) 1820 NC Census Index and Tax List Rolls by Potter 1974 
1820 Tax Rolls Page 475 of Franklin Co, NC lists Ambrose Upchurch. This is the only Ambrose 
Upchurch listed in NC. 
 
(61) See Page 24 of 2 Feb 1978 letter Elna E Burkhalter to RPU 
A. Ambrose Upchurch – Franklin County Land Tax 1817 Mays District – Ambrose lists no 
land, no polls 1810, 1819, same in 1822 except + 1 white poll. 
 
(62) Info in letter 14 May 1984 Eleanor Grace Williamson to RPU 
This was search re the 1803 Upchurch  Carpenter name change Franklin Co, NC 
 
Franklin Co, NC Willis – No Carpenter 
Franklin Co, NC Bastardy Bonds & Records – 1784 – 1879 – C. R. 039 – 102.1 
Franklin Co, NC Estate Records – Camp – Christmas C. R. 039.508.11 1781 – 1934 
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 Reuben Carpenter – 30 Nov 1857 – Adm Thos R. Debnam & H. A. Hodge. No heirs 
 named. This was the only Carpenter 
Franklin Co, NC Estate Records – Upchurch – Waddey C. R. 039.508.77 1781 – 1934 
 (1) Richard Upchurch 1 Apr 1817 & 12 Dec 1817 – See Richard Upchurch, III biofile 
 (2) A. E. Upchurch 1866   (10) J. A. Upchurch 1897 
 (3) Ambrose Upchurch 1897 (11) Oliver Upchurch [Note on folder: See A. S. 
 (4) Candace Upchurch 1901  Harris. Nothing in O. Upchurch folder] 
 (5) Berkley Upchurch 1870  (12) Oliver Upchurch 1862 
 (6) Calvin Upchurch 1844  (13) Sally Ann Upchurch 1895 
 (7) Elizabeth Upchurch 1855  (14) Sion Uphcurch 1906 
 (8) James Upchurch 1856  (15) S. M. Upchurch 1905 
 (9) O. Upchurch 1870   (16) Willie Upchurch 1836 
      (17) Sion Upchurch 1833 
      (18) W. A. Upchurch 1864 
Franklin Co, NC Miscellaneous Records – A  C 1784 – 1933 C. R. 039.928.6 
 (1) Apprentice Bonds 1785 – 1835 – No Upchurch or Carpenter 
Franklin Co, NC – Guardian Records Adcock – Green 
1793 – 1916 C. R. 039.510.1 – No Carpenter 
 
Cross-file:  Franklin Co, NC Geographical File 
  Carpenter – Upchurch File 
 
(63) Franklin Co, NC – Will Book K – Bradley page 38 
161-(106) Will of John Privett 13 Sep 1836 December Court 1836 
To my wife Susan, my son Lindsey, & my daughter Linsey – all my property real & personal, to 
be held in common until my son is age 21 & then a division to be made; should he die before me 
then, then it to be held in common until my daughter is age 21 & then to be divided. 
Ex.  Larkin Upchurch 
Wit.  Wm M. B. Arendell, Ambros Upchurch, M. N. Strickland 
 
(64) From Estate File of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born 9 Jun 1735] 
See his biofile – 29 Oct 2006, Franklin Co, NC – Pages 33a, 33b, 34b 
34b. Audit Report re: accounts of J M Cooley, Admr for the Estate of John Pearce, Sr 
 Auditors (Commissioners) appointed by the court; 
 W S Harris’ Thomas Riley, John Chamblee 
 Report 18 Mar 1864 – Receipts: $52,097.07 – suggest 3% commission = $1542.91. Also 
 suggests he be allowed 3% on disbursements = $31.54; still owed the estate: $48,441.03. 
33a & b. An undated report of estate transactions – details extracted. Amount brought over: 
 $50,360.58 [Actually the numbers in the body of this report coincide with the above 
 report dated 18 Mar 1864 – RPU] 
 
 



23 
 

 
 

Names re: transactions: 
John Chamblee B T Strickland  R B Crudup 
S Brantley  Thomas Williams P Mitchell 
Roeney Johnson Burrell Ray  Siman Pearce 
Rutherford Perry Eliza Upchurch R S Perry 
B? Jeanes  Burkley Perry  R C Freeman 
W W Holden  W N Fuller, Surveyor 
Bartlet Medlin – for coffin   Ambrose Upchurch 
W Spivey  Paid widow [Frances A Upchurch] 
 
(65) Franklin Co, NC Wills – Bradley Vol 1 Entry 288 
288. John (x) Privett 13 Sep 1836 December Court 1836 
To my wife Susan & to my son Lindsey & to my daughter Linsey – all my property after my 
debts are paid, to be held in common until my son is age 21 & then a division to be made; in case 
he dies, then a division to be made when my daughter is age 21. 
Ex. Larkin Upchurch 
Wit.  Wm…? Arrendell, Ambrous Upchurch, …? Strickland 
 
John Privette   Larkin Upchurch 
Susan Privette   Ambrose Amos Upchurch 
Lindsey Privette (M)  Will File 
Linsey Privette (F) 
 
(continued below) 
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(66) Franklin Co, NC Deed made 27 Nov 1854 wherein John Pearce sells 300A to Benjamin 
Pearce (both of Franklin Co, NC) for $300 – Item to RPU on 29 Oct 2006 from Carla Jones – 
copy placed in Franklin Co, NC Deed File and in Carla Jones biofile. 
 
Description of Property       = spelling unclear 
 

 
 
Key to names, etc. in above map: William Privette, Benjamin Upchurch, Claborn Wiggins, A A 
Linward, Ambrose Upchurch, Shaw Barrier, Moccasin Creek, Benjamin Pearce, John Pearce. 
Added by CJM on 13 Oct 2019 
 
(67) Franklin Co, NC deed written 9 Dec 1854, registered 12 Apr 1855 to RPU 29 Oct 2006 by 
Carla Jones – copy in her biofile [item VII] and in Franklin Co, NC Deed File Book 31? Page 
440 
 John Pearce sells 400A for $1600 to his son in law Ambrose Amos Upchurch adjoins: 
Burtis Stricklin and Benjamin Pearce, et al. John Pearce placed his mark. Witness: A H 
Lancaster. 
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(68) From Estate File of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born 9 Jun 1735] 
See his biofile = 29 Oct 2006 Franklin Co, NC 
The notes below were made by Carla Sue Jones when she created the estate packet for John 
Pearce, Sr. A copy of these notes is being placed in the biofile of each person named. Note that 
Carola implies that these are her off-hand comments and thus may need more verification – RPU 
Estate File of John Pearce )11/10/1787 – between 12/1862 and March 1863) (son of Phillip born 
between 1756 and 1760 died between 1835 – 1840). 
Map shows division of his land to his heirs 
This appear to be to have been Elisha Strickland’s land earlier and land of Ambrose Upchurch 
and possibly Shaw Driver appears to have been Sampson Strickland’s land. Elisha’s executor, 
son Frances sold some land to Phillip Pearce in 1802. 
Sampson Strickland’s daughter in law Nancy (widow of Abel) married Ancil Driver in 1806 
after her husband’s death. I believe Shaw Driver was Nancy’s stepson. Able land then passed to 
his son Kinsman Strickland. 
*also believe William Privett wife Auma Upchurch) was the son of Zachariah Privett, Levinia 
Massey of Little River District, Wake County but no actual proof exists that the William who 
was their son if this William. 
 
(69) Item in letter 14 May 1984 Eleanor Grace Williamson to RPU  
Re 1803 Upchurch  Carpenter name change 
Franklin Co, NC Estates Records – Pace – Pearce, Acriel; 1781 – 1934; C. R. 039.508.56 
Franklin Co, NC Estates Records – Pearce, Archibald – Pernell; 1781 – 1934; C. R. 039.508.57 
 
(1) Calvin Pearce – 1868 – Heirs Harriett Upchurch, wife of A Upchurch – More sheets in 
folder – copy of one enclosed. 
(2) James Pearce – 1792 – Sale of Est – Buyers: Benjamin Upchurch & others 
Bond: Children of James Pierce bound to Thomas Ray: Beedy or Bud, Betsey, Penny, Pattie & 
Willis Pierce. Bondsman: Thomas Ray, Richard Upchurch & Benjamin Wheler  
(3) John Pearce – 1865 – Division of Land of John Pearce, 18 Oct 1865. Children & heirs at law 
of John: Calvin Pearce, Pemberton Mitchell & wife Lucinda, Clem Alford & wife Jane, Priscilla 
Alford, Joseph Pully & wife Fannie, Clara Ann Gay & Ambrose Upchurch & wife Harriet. 
(4) Martha Pearce – Ambrose Upchurch owed estate – 1846 
Franklin Co, NC – Estates Records – Gay, Sherrod – Gill, John N – 1781 – 1934. C. R. 
039.508.25 
(1) Nothing of interest 
Franklin Co, NC Estate Records – Person, Thomas – Pinnell; C. R. 039.508.62 
(1) Checked for Pierce – Nothing of interest 
Franklin Co, NC Estate Records – Hobbs – Hopkins, 1781 – 1934; C. R. 039.508.36 
(1) Calvin Hopkins – 1864. Sale – Buyers R (R) Upchurch & others. 
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(70) Item in letter 14 Mar 1984 Eleanor Grace Williamson to RPU 
[In search for info on 1803 Upchurch  Carpenter name change] 
Franklin Co, NC Tax Records. 
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Upchurch names in above entry: District Captains:  Other names: 
Abel, Sr.    Baker    John Carpenter 
Albert     Boon 
Alfred     Davis (List Norwood) 
Ambrose    Denson 
Benjamin    Dunn 
Britton     Ferrell 
Buckner    Galloway 
Claburn    Hammond 
Eaton     Harris 
Elizabeth    Jeffreys 
James     Mays 
James, V    Porter 
Jameson    Stewart 
John     Stone 
Jubal     Strickland 
Keaton (?)    Taylor 
Peyton     Thomas 
Richard, III    Upchurch (Moses?) 
Sion     Upchurch, Calvin 
Stephen    Webb 
Willie     Williamson 
 
(71) Article 526 “Malachi Bunn Family” Franklin Co, NC Heritage Book by: Danny Calier Bunn 
I. Malachi Bunn CSA born about 1914 (Wake Co, NC) – killed Civil War – Add ¶.  
Possibly son of Henry Bunn of Franklin Co, NC & Pennina Pendergrass “Penny” 
married 15 Sep 1840 – MB (Wake Co, NC) Margaret Robinson – This couple moved to Dunn 
Township, Franklin Co, NC about 1844 
 A. Lucy Ann 
 B. “Annie” born 1842 – 1897 
 married (1st) Daniel Bissett 
 married (2nd) Burton Hicks 
  1. Pink Bissette 
  2. Malachi Bissette 
 B. Marion Bunn born about 1845 died Civil War NM add ¶. 
 C. Henry Bunn 
 D. Joseph David Bunn “Dave” 1848 – 1916 
 married 1871 (Franklin Co, NC) Clary Alford 
  1. William Miley Bunn 
  2. Virginia Bunn 
  3. Rosa J Bunn 
  4. Lucy M Bunn 
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 E. Calvin Henry/ Hill Bunn “Calier” 1849 – 1921 – add ¶. 
 married (1st) Nancy Jan Batchelor1 – brother = Haywood Batchelor – add ¶. 
 married (2nd) Letha Nola Brantley2 “Nolie” 
 [Leta = daughter of Fannie Ann Upchurch and granddaughter of Ambrose Amos 
 Upchurch 
  1.1 Octavia Bunn 
  2.1 Lona Bunn 
  3.1 Ora Bunn 
  4.1 Vannie Bunn 
  5.2 Junie F Bunn [Junie Floyd Bunn = father of Danny Calier Bunn] 
 F. Eliza J Bunn born 1852 
 married ( ) Kinred Goswich – but she had four children beforehand 
  1. Ella Bunn 
  2. Jeanette Bunn 
  3. Daniel Bunn 
  4. Rachel Bunn 
 G. Roena P Bunn “Renie” born 1857  
 married Hillard Dallas Wheeler – 9 children 
  1. William Wheeler 
  2. Harvester Wheeler 
  3. Marcus Wheeler 
  4. Polly Wheeler 
  5. Mary Wheeler 
  6. Metta Wheeler 
  7. Lurella Wheeler 
  8. Jimmy Wheeler 
  9. Ophilia Wheeler 
 H. Elizabeth Bunn “Betsy” born 1858 [NM?] 
  1. Oscar Bunn 
  2. William Bunn 
  3. Sigma Bunn 
  4. John Bunn 
 I. Malachi Bunn, Jr born about 1859 – on 1860 Census but not 1879, 1880 – presume 
 died young 
 J. Rosa L Bunn “Chick” born about 1860  
 married ( ) James W Upchurch [son of Ambrose Amos Upchurch]* 
 *Ambrose Amos Upchurch heads a line in the Richard Upchurch, III/ Burkley 
 Upchurch Sub-Clan 
  1. Minda Upchurch 
  2. Cora Upchurch [Cora Alice Upchurch] [I show 11 children – RPU] 
 K. Jordan Calvin Bunn “Jerd” born 1861, farmer – 1 mile west of Pilot 
 married ( ) Katie Williams daughter of Floyd Williams 
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  1. Rosa Bunn 
  2. Jeanette Bunn 
  3. Hattie Bunn 
  4. Minnie Bunn 
  5. Cullus Bunn 
  6. Eva Bunn 
  7. Jordan Bunn 
  8. Baylus Bunn 
  9. Bessie Bunn 
  10. Laney Bunn 
  11. Samuel Bunn 
  12. Hollis Bunn 
 
(72) From Estate File of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born Jun 1735] See 
his biofile – 29 Oct 2006, Franklin Co, NC 
Major estate sale of perishable and wasting property of the late John Pearce, Sr on 7 May 1863 – 
by G M Cooley, Admr. – Purchases by: 
Clem Alford – 7  W Locus – 1  
Keaser Alford – 2  J Maasse – 1 [Massey?] 
B Alford – 3   Gray Massey – 5  
Jackson Allen – 2  L Mitchell – 1  
George Barham – 2  P Mitchell – 7  
T H Cannard   B Medlin – 1  
or T H Canneers  T B Mann (Dr) – 1  
or T H Canniers  William Privette – 9  
W W Cargal – 1  Mary Privette – 1  
Sandurs Clifton – 1  R Perry – 5  
W S Cheves – 2  T Pulley – 4  
Shaw Driver – 1  John (Johan) Pendergrass – 3  
D Davis – 1   Calvin Pearce – 21  
J C Freeman – 1   Benjamin Pearce – 29  
W T Freeman – 1  Thomas Pearce – 1  
R C Freeman – 2   S Pearce – 1  
T T Freeman – 1   Acril Pearce – 2 [Acrall/ Acail] 
B Griffin – 1    T Smith – 5  
William Gay – 7   J F Scott – 5  
Charles H Horton – 3  W W Silvester – 3  
A Hopkins – 1   Lotta Stallings – 2  
W S Harris – 2   J Tharrington – 3  
Mary Jones – 2  Ambrose Upchurch – 12  
Chestan Jones – 1  T Upchurch – 2  
Bennett Joyner – 7  Frances A Upchurch (widow) – 26  
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Wiley Jeffers – 1  Thomas Williams - 1 
R Johnson – 3   L Williams - 1 
    William Williams – 2  
 
(73) From Estate File of John Pearce born 10 Nov 1787 [son of Philip Pearce born 9 Jun 1735] 
See his biofile – 29 Oct 2006 
Selected Estate Records 
Page 15a – Sale of 10 slaves on 26 Dec 1863 by G M Cooley 
 The slaves are all named 
 5 bought by the widow [Frances Upchurch] 
 and 1 each by John Chamblee, William Privette, Purrittan Mitchel, John Pearce, Jr, 
 Benjamin Pearce 
Page 15a & 15b – Report of cash on hand & notes due the estate as of 9 Mar 1864 
 Cash $1000.00 
 W S Harris $150.00 due 18 Mar 1854; $74.17 due 25 May 1859 
 S Brantley $73.19 due 2 Mar 1861; $50.00 due 9 Mar 1859 
 William Gay $29.84 due 27 Apr 1861 
 A Upchurch & Acriel Pearce $1361.52 due 19 Dec 1859 subject to credit of $245 paid 
 19 Dec 1862 
 B T Stricklin $80.00 due 23 May 1855; $463.80 du 27 May 1854, paid 369.74 21 Aug 
 1854 
 Strickland & Chamblee $255.00 due 8 Dec 1855 
 B T Strickland & B C Stricklin $250.00 due 23 May 1855 
Page 16a – Amounts “brought over” 
 B T Strickland & Blake Baker $125 due 11 Aug 1855 
 S Brantley $18.08 due 11 Jan 1862; $222.60 due 13 Jun 1860 
 T G Riley & B A Perry $40.00 for 16 Nov 1860 
 Samuel Harris & Tho S Williams $300.00 due 16 May 1861 
 T G Riley & W S Harris $100.00 due 15 Dec 1856 
 Robert Griffin $25.19 due 4 Jan 1861; John Chamblee $100 due 25 Dec 1858 
Page 16b 
 A P Crudup $135.00 due 15 Aug 1857 
 S Brantly $150.50 due 6 Jan 1858; $125.00 due 26 Mar 1859 
 Cash rec’d from Tho S Williams on note $178.97 
 John S Perry $20.40 due 11 Mar 1862 
 Carter Hodges $1000 due 15 Jun 1860 
 Hartney Medlin $16.65 due 26 Feb 1853; $14.00 due 26 Feb 1853 
 Budd Hick $8.20 due 2 Oct 1850 
 W Alston $196.21 due 19 Feb 1853 - $5 paid 24 Dc 1859 and $5 paid 5 May 1859, $25 
 paid 29 Oct 1859, $13.00 paid 11 Dec 1859 
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(74) Jan 1864 Survey to allocate lands of John Pearce, II born 10 Nov 1787, son of Philip and 
grandson of Nathan.  
Widow Frances A Upchurch gets 623 acres – daughter of Benjamin Upchurch – Head of Clan.  
Six children each get 187A 
1. Clara Ann (Pearce) Gay – husband deceased 
2. Fannie (Pearce) Pulley – husband = Joseph 
3. Jane (Pearce) Alford – husband = Clem 
4. Harriet (Pearce) Upchurch – husband = Ambrose  
5. Priscilla (Pearce) Alford – husband = Archibald 
6. Lucinda (Pearce) Mitchell – husband = Pemberton 
Child #7 Calvin Pearce got a remote 22A 
Child #8 Benjamin 300A  
Child #9 John?? 
 
(see map below) 
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Note: (RPU) The Jan 1864 survey shows 2166 acres and shows 300A deleted for B Pearce and 
623 A deleted for Dower – hence 2166 – (300 + 623) = 1243. However, the plat for the Dec 
1865 petition to allocate reveals only 187A x 6 = 1122 acres. 1243 – 1122 – 121 acres missing. 
Where did they go? Note (RPU) the Dec 1869 petition to allocate assigns 220A to Calvin Pearce. 
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It is NOT accounted for in the Han 1864 survey and appears not to be contiguous with the 
1243/1122 acres. 
 
(75) W I Harris and wife Mollie A --- sell 391 acres to Ambrose Amos Upchurch in Franklin Co, 
NC – Deed made 24 Jan 1874 requested 30 Mar 1874. Item in letter 15 Sep 2010. Gerald 
Leonard to RPU 
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(76) 9 Dec 1854 Franklin Co, NC – John Pearce for $1600 sells to Ambrose Amos Upchurch 
40 acres. Deed in biofile of Ambrose A Upchurch. 
Details: Joins Burtis Stricklin, Benjamin Pearce and others 
Witness: A A Lancaster [Alfred A Lancaster] 
Registered in Franklin Co, NC 12 Apr 1855 
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(77) Action in Franklin Co, NC to settle the estate of Ambrose Amos Upchurch who died 
intestate in said county. Item in email 11 May 2009 Nancy Jean Parrish to RPU. 

 
On 2 Jul 1894 W G Upchurch [William Gaston Upchurch, son of Ambrose Amos Upchurch] in 
Superior Court of Franklin Co, NC testifies that Ambrose died intestate leaving an estate of 
approximately $200 and he offers to administer Heirs at Law stated to be: 
W G Upchurch [son of Ambrose Amos Upchurch] 
Penina Green [Elsa Ann Penina Upchurch – daughter of AAU], wife of Trish Green [Nathaniel 
D Green “Tish”] 

Jane Alford [Elizabeth Jann Ann Upchurch – daughter of AAU] wife of Burkley Moses Alford 
Franky Williams [Frances Ann Upchurch – daughter of AAU] wife of Simon Joseph Williams 
Fanny B Brantley [Fannie Ann Upchurch – daughter of AAU] wife of Allan Brantley [Atlas 
Brantley] 
Martha Carter [Martha Ann Upchurch] wife of Fred Carter [Fed Carter] 
Agnes Phillips [Agnes Ann Upchurch – daughter of AAU] wife of L B Phillips [Lewis B 
Phillips] 
J W Upchurch son of AAU [James W Upchurch] 
Della Gay [granddaughter of AAU by his son John W Upchurch, dec’d] [Ardella Frances 
Upchurch, wife of Doll Gay [William Eton Gay] + children of late Calvin Bryant Upchurch, son 
of AAU: James N Upchurch 
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Vance Upchurch [Sylvania Vance Upchurch] 
Deline Upchurch [Adaline S Upchurch] 
[[+ Charles Upchurch + Lela Upchurch possible children of Calvin Bryant Upchurch]] 
[[Four children of Calvin Bryant Upchurch not in document: Juneus Upchurch 
Mary D Upchurch) Will 
Walter R/B Upchurch 
Unnamed daughter]] 
 
(78) Transaction in Franklin Co, NC – to RPU in email 11 May 2009 from Nancy Jean Parrish – 
submitted by Susan Davis 

 
Witness: W A Brame; Probate Judge: R H Timberlake 
Registered: B F Greenwood by T C Horton 
Probate date 15 Mar 1870 – indenture made 5 Mar 1879 
For affection, etc the party of 1st part release to party of 2nd part – William Privette [presumed 
husband of Auma Upchurch] interest in 60 acres ( = 25 5/7 acres] adjoining Frances Pearce [----] 
William Privette & others – proved 14 Mar 1870 – Book 35 Page Franklin Co, NC Deeds 
1st Part: Ambrose (seal) Upchurch [Ambrose Amos Upchurch]; Martha (X) Alford [Martha M 
Upchurch] & Ursuly/ Urguly (X) Upchurch [Ersula Upchurch]. Signed in presence of F P 
Pearce. 
RPU guess: The 60 acres was probably Dower right of Alsey Pace – widow of Burkely 
Upchurch, Sr – parents of Ambrose, Martha & Ersula who released to husband William Privette 
of their sister Auma Upchurch. 
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(no number) From letter 1 Mar 1996 Betty Milton Poole to RPU 
A. This taped on sheet covers the top part of Page 402 – if no interest. 
B. This 5 Mar 1870 deed in Franklin Co, NC among the children of Burkely Upchurch, Sr who 
presumably left 60 acres upon death n 1863 to 7 heirs with each heir getting 8 4/7 acres (8 4/7 x 
7 = 60). Three of the heirs – Ambrose Amos Upchurch, Martha Upchurch) Alford & Ursula 
Upchurch assign their 25 5/7 (8 4/7 x 3) to William Privett who is the husband of a fourth sibling 
Auma Upchurch. It would be instructive to learn the names of the other 3 heirs as an aide to 
establishing the 8 or 9 children of Burkely Upchurch – RPU] 
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(79) 19 Mar 1996 - continued 

 
 
(80) Transcribed version of above deed – in letter 15 Sep 2010 – Gerald Thorp Leonard to RPU 

 
 
(continued below) 
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(81) Franklin Co, NC Superior Court Case – 21 Jan 1896 
Simon Williams et ux, et al vs James Upchurch, Admr of AAU  
To RPU in letter 15 Sep 2010 Gerald Thorp Leonard to RPU 
For extract see (82). 

 
 
(continued below) 
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(82) Extract of (81) in biofile of Ambrose Amos Upchurch who died 2 Jul 1894 intestate – 
Franklin Co, NC Court Case. Simon Williams et ux, et al vs. James Upchurch, Administrator of 
estate of AAU. (James W Upchurch son of AAU). 
Facts: 
 26 Jun 1878 – AAU deeds to son James Upchurch age 2 years 520 acres by deed, Book 
49 Page27 – land in Dunn’s Township, Franklin Co, NC. 
Adjoins: R T Strickland, James Bell, et al.  
 on N by William Upchurch [William Gaston Upchurch] [son of AAU] 
 on E by Mary Massey 
 on W by W T Strickland 
 on S  by James Bell 
26 Jun 1878 – AAU deeds to son William Upchurch [William Gaston Upchurch] age 4 years – 
120 acres – deed Book 49 Page 128 – land Dunn’s Township 
Adjoins: Mary Driver, Ben Pierce, et al 
 on N Mary Dunn 
 on S James Upchurch [James W Upchurch] [son of AAU] 
 on E Mary Massey 
 on W  R T Strickland 
Both deeds recorded many years after execution (Recorded 21 Jun 1878?) as AAU was insolvent 
at the time deeply indebted to W K Phillips, still unpaid. 
 Subsequently AAU became also indebted to W B Allen who then made an assignment to 
N Y Gulley. Grantees attempted to convey land in part to J C Bunn who with the 2 sons held all 
of both tracts. AAU continued to hold the tracts until he died. 
 N D Green [Nathaniel D Green, son in law of AAU attested to facts 28 Jan 1896 before 
W J Stallings, JP [William Jasper Stallings, grandson of AAU] 
 Question: Why was not W K Phillips the instigator or at least a part of this case? – RPU 
 
(continued below) 
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(82) Franklin Co, NC – Superior Court Case 22 Apr 1897 
Alford et al vs. William Upchurch et al – re estate of AAU [to RPU in letter 15 Sep 2010 Gerald 
Thorp Leonard to RPU] 
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(83) Extract of Franklin Co, NC Superior Court Case Sworn to 22 Apr 1897 re: estate of 
Ambrose Amos Upchurch, copy in hi biofile [Extract of (82)] 
 W J Stallings [William Joseph Stallings], grandson of Ambrose complains that William 
Upchurch [William Gaston Upchurch], son of Ambrose and administrator of his estate had faded 
to distribute the assets of the estate of Ambrose to the heirs. Facts: 
 2 Jul 1894 – Ambrose died Franklin Co, NC intestate 
 The estate = $299.41; estate indebted little or none but debts not paid 
 Administrator has not taken any action but purloined the assets for himself. 
 Pray for relief. 
[Note: No reference to situation whereby Ambrose fraudulently transferred land to sons before 
his death.] 
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(83) [repeated number – CJM 17 Oct 2020] From letter 15 Sep 2010 Gerald Thorp Leonard to 
RPU 
Sep 1823 Court – Franklin Co, NC 

 
 

(84) Item in letter 14 Mar 1984 Eleanor Grace Williamson to RPU 
[In search for Info on 1803 Upchurch  Carpenter Name Change.  
 
Franklin Co, 
NC Tax Records 
1819 Mays District Ambrose Upchurch oa 1WP 0BP 
 
(85) Ambrose Upchurch 
North Carolina Marriages, 175 – 1979 
marriage: 01 Jan 1840 
Franklin, North Carolina 
spouse: Harriet Pearce  
 
(86) Subject: Photo 
From: Susan L Davis <sdavis124@msn.com>  – nee Susan Alyce Lampo of the Richard  
       Upchurch, III/ Burkely Upchurch Subclan 
       CS-44 
Date: Thu, Aug 28, 2014 1:45 pm 
To: phil <phil@upchurchstory.com> 
Attach: photo. JPG 
See biofile of SAL who reports that this photo of AAU has been posted by a descendant Stephen 
Durwood Stallings (II?) 
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(87) [Deed – CJM 17 Oct 2020] 
[Names included: Suan Davis, John Pearce, Ambrose Upchurch, Burtis Stricklin, Benjamin 
Pearce, A A Lancaster, Young Patterson, Alfred A Lancaster – CJM 17 Oct 2020] 
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(88) [Deed – CJM 17 Oct 2020] 
[Names included: William Privitt, Ambrose Upchurch, Martha Alford, Ursuly, W A Brame, R H 
Timberlake, B F Greenwood, T C Horton, Ursuly Upchurch, Urguly Upchurch, Frances Pearce – 
CJM 17 Oct 2020] 
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(89) [Deed – CJM 17 Oct 2020] 
[Names included: W I Harris, Mollie A Harris, Ambrose Upchurch, Sheriff E A Guyton, Shaw 
Driver, Mary Massey, B Strickland, F P Pierce, R H Timberlake, J B Tucker – CJM 17 Oct 
2020] 

 

 
 
(continued below) 
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