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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

A s the year begins Iôd like to say, 

I feel very privileged to be 

working with such an exceptional 

group of talented people.  

We are so fortunate to 

receive a condensed 

version of Mae Coxôs 

sold-out book The Up-

churches which ap-

pears on page 7. 

For more of Maeôs family pictures  

click here: Charles Wesley Up-

church Family (coxok.com) also: 

the book is currently being revised:  

The Upchurches (Revised) Contact 

Mae at mae@coxok.com  

I am still fascinated with the sto-

ries of the Lost Colony of Roa-

nokeð where in 1587, 117 English 

men, women and children came 

ashore on Roanoke Island to es-

tablish a permanent English set-

tlement in the New World, and 

just three years later in 1590, 

when English ships returned to 

bring supplies, they found the 

island deserted. Now the discov-

ery; (and according to other re-

cent news sources), recovery; of  

the ancient colonial ship is the 

subject of a book by Don Up-

church and Lucy Daniels. You will 

find the story on page 25. 

A very sincere thank you to 

all who shared stories, arti-

cles, pictures and ideas to 

print in our newsletters! 

http://www.coxok.com/coxok.com/upchurches/upchurch-cwu/
http://www.coxok.com/coxok.com/upchurches/upchurch-cwu/
http://coxok.com/book/upchurch/upchurchbk.htm
mailto:mae@coxok.com
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Upchurch & Allied Families on 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 35 videos featuring founder 

Phil Upchurch telling family stories, 

along with UAFA President, Dr. Tom 

Upchurch. These are available and 

FREE to all. https:// www.youtube.com  

After opening YouTube, enter 

ñUpchurch and Allied Familiesò 

into the search box.  This will 

open the UAFA channel and 

display the videos.  
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Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

Family Crests 
Oh I love the idea of family crests 
and coat of arms, but if truth be told, 
in England, (which is the country of 
origin for our immigrant ancestor, 
Michael Upchurch) there is no 
such thing as a coat of arms granted 
to a surname. They were, and still 
are, granted to an individual. In the 
USA, this rule is contrary to what we 
are led to believe by so many compa-
nies out there selling merchandise 
with your ñfamily crestò on it; and 
these companies are not usually in-
volved in legitimate genealogical re-
search, which is opposite to the prin-
ciples of UAFA.                                                             
                                        ðCindy Hale 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0
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ered 7 matches including a reference to 

Surry County Records that listed Michael 

Upchurch as being ñ50 odd yearsò in 1671. 

If you do not have access to newspa-

pers.com, check to see if your local library 

might subscribe to this database.  For 

more details, you may contact Jay Buck at 

UAFA  jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org 

 

B 
eginning in the mid-

1950s and extending 

through the decade of 

70s, the Daily News of Newport 

News, VA ran a column moderat-

ed by Hugh S. Watson, Jr., enti-

tled, ñClimbing the Family Tree ï 

Genealogy: Questions and An-

swersò.  This column focused on 

family research in Virginia and 

still fascinates and informs read-

ers today. Those of you with ac-

cess to newspapers.com might be 

interested in searching this treas-

ure trove.  By typing ñClimbing 

the Family Treeò, (use the quota-

tion marks), you can begin to 

view over 1,000 matches.  To nar-

row your search add a keyword or 

two.  A search string, ñClimbing 

the Family Treeò Upchurch deliv-

Climbing the Family Tree By Hugh S. Watson 

GENEALOGY:            

QUESTIONS  & ANSWERS 

By Jay Buck 

mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org


Continued on page 5 
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This article appeared in the Rotary District 6910 Newsletter last 

month. Our esteemed President of UAFA was a mite embarrassed by 

the praise, but in my opinion, not only is he so deserving, but itôs a 

wonderful article that allows us to get to know Dr. Tom Upchurch 

better.   ðEditor 

 

a Rotary hero from District 6910.  

As we celebrate the R.I. theme of 
ñDisease Prevention and Treatment,ò 
letôs use our imagination to ñimagineò 
being struck by 
Bulbar polio at age 
3 and losing your 
cousin to polio in 
early childhood, 
ñimagineò battling 
vision problems 
sporadically in 
your life due to 
being struck by 
polio at an early 
age, ñimagineò be-
ing driven enough 
to be the first per-

son in your family to pursue educa-
tion and go to college, ñimagineò 
growing up on a dairy farm in rural 
Tennessee and going on to be a 
dexterous surgeon, ñimagineò find-
ing a way to serve your nation by 
joining the Air Force as a flight 
captain and saving lives in the 
Medical Corps while serving in Vi-
etnam, ñimagineò changing gear to 
be an educator for teaching Family 
Medicine and writing a book called 
ñOtolaryngology in Primary Care,ò 
ñimagineò using your business in-
stinct to be an entrepreneur to 
found a company that used medical 
informatics to improve patient 
care, and finally ñimagineò using 
the power of Rotary at the pinnacle 
of your career to emulate ñService 
above Self.ò  

I feel honored and grateful to delve 
deep into the saga of a 
life that gives all of us 
an impetus to reflect 
on the power of resili-
ence represented by 
Dr. Thomas D. Up-
church, a member of 
the Rotary Club of 
Gwinnett, D6910 since 
2005. Dr. Upchurch 
comes across as a role 
model husband, father, 
and grandfather who 
consistently used his 
brilliant communica-

tion skills to serve our district in 
multiple leadership roles. Dr. Up-
church has been every club officer 
at least once, the District Assistant 
Governor and District Communica-
tions officer for 7 years, Rotary 
Leadership Institute (RLI) Gradu-
ate, and RLI instructor in the Sun-
shine Division of RLI. Among 
many other awards won by Dr. Up-

In our December Member 
spotlight, we recognize Dr. 
Tom Upchurch, a member of 
the Rotary Club of Gwinnett. 
Dr. Upchurch has not only 
overcome his own battle with 
polio but has dedicated his life 
to fight disease through his 
professional experience as a 
surgeon and his philanthropic 
dedication to the Polio Plus 
program.  

Learn more about Dr. Up-
church and his life as we shine 
a spotlight the month of De-
cember.  

ñIf we did all the things that we are 
capable of, we would literally 
astound ourselves,ò affirmed Thom-
as A. Edison. This quote applies 
perfectly to the motto of ñImagine 
Rotaryò extolled by Rotary Interna-
tional (R.I.) President (2022-23) 
Jennifer Jones. This very quote ap-
plies to the life and achievements of 

 

Note: Dr. Tom Upchurch descends 

from William Upchurch ð Clan  IV 



Continued from page 4 

Continued on page  6 

 

polio survivor, a versatile profession-
al, and a Karma yogi who dedicated 
his multiple talents to serve as a Rota-
ry hero.  

Dr. Upchurch utilized his personal 
experience as a polio survivor and his 
professional expertise as a surgeon to 
serve the Polio Plus program since 
1980. One of his Rotary mentors was 
Bill Sergeant who served as the Inter-
national Chair of the Polio Plus pro-
gram for several years. During his 
chairmanship, Bill took as many as 
100 flights a year to coordinate efforts 
by WHO, UNICEF, and CDC to get 
children immunized. In the words of 
Dr. Upchurch, ñI am a dedicated be-
liever in the value of immunizations 
to prevent illnesses generated by po-
lio.ò Given below are excerpts from 
my email interview with Dr. Up-

church, he won the D6910 Rotar-
ian of the Year award in 2015, 
Rotary Club of Gwinnett ñService 
above Selfò award in 2014, 
D6910 Distinguished Service 
award, Paul Harris Fellow Level 
9, Paul Harris Society Major Do-
nor, Bequest Society Benefactor, 
and GRSP Will Watt Fellow.  

As an Indian who believes both 
in Karma (Hard Work), and Des-
tiny (Luck), a writer, and a long-
standing Rotarian, I canôt help 
identifying a number of common 
threads between the turning 
point of my career as an educator 
at the University of Tennessee 
and the outstanding achieve-
ments of my husband Chaitanya, 
who retired as a Scientist from 
the National Laboratory in Oak 
Ridge in TN, which is where Dr. 
Upchurch worked as a physician 
for thirty years and joined the 
Oak Ridge TN Breakfast Rotary 
in 1981.  

Dr. Upchurch and his family 
moved to Suwanee, GA in 2005 
and joined the Rotary Club of 
Gwinnett the same year. 
Chaitanya and I first met Dr. Up-
church at a Peace and Unity 
event hosted by his club. He left 
a lasting impression as a tall, up-
right, and erudite man with a 
winsome smile. After talking to 
Dr. Upchurch on the phone, I 
unplugged the saga of his life as a 
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Tom Upchurch and young calf 

Cousin Eileen 

>jj® 
"0ӄ 2-+ 3.!&30!& 
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church:  

Anu: How did your experience as 
a polio survivor shape your dedica-
tion to the cause of polio preven-
tion, eradication, and the need for 
polio vaccinations for kids?  

Dr. Upchurch: I was infected by 
polio at age 3, ensuing into double 
vision and muscle weakness. The 
leg muscle issues were fortunately 
resolved within a few weeks, but 
the double vision had to be con-
trolled with exercises until age 75 
when uncontrollable double vision 
recurred. I always remind myself 
of the opportunities that I have 
had in life that my cousin Eileen 
never had.  

Anu: Why did you join Rotary?  

Dr. Upchurch: I initially joined 
Rotary because I wanted to get to 
know the community leaders and 
later became interested in service 
and fellowship. When I was work-
ing as a surgeon and business en-
trepreneur, there was little produc-
tive time, but I continued to con-
tribute as a regular member of Ro-
tary. After assuming the position of 
Chief Medical Officer at AllMeds 
and moving to GA, my work was 
less demanding and I became 
much more involved with Rotary.  

The graph of Dr. Upchurchôs life 
took him from one challenge to 
another, but he overcame all the 
intimidating odds that destiny 
posed in his life to rise as a tower-
ing persona, who makes me feel 
empowered as a cancer survivor 
and empowers all of us with hope 
in his role as a polio survivor, a 
multitalented professional, and an 
utterly committed Rotarian.  

I am grateful to our District Gover-
nor (2022-23), Gerry Taylor and 
Public Image chair, Amanda 

 

Groover for entrusting me with the 
task of writing this piece. My hus-
band and I are excited with the 
hope to have new family friends in 
Dr. Upchurch and his wife Joyce 
Meeks.  

In conclusion, I would just like to 
quote the words of Helen Keller, 
ñCharacter cannot be developed in 
ease and quiet. Only through expe-
rience of trial and suffering can the 
soul be strengthened, ambition as-
pired, and success achieved.ò Amen. 

Dr. Tom Upchurch Family 

>jj® 
"0ӄ 2-+ 3.!&30!& 
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Charles óCharleyô Wesley Upchurch 
CHARLES  óCHARLEYô WESLEY UPCHURCH 

Born November 22, 1853 

Stanly County, North Carolina 

Died April 29, 1915 Age 62 

Cleveland County, Oklahoma 

Buried Mt. Zion Cemetery, 

Cleveland County, Oklahoma 

Parents Patrick Bogan Upchurch (1816ï1885) 

Eunice óNiceyô McSwain (1819ï1897) 

First  Wife:  Julina Perrine 

Born April  1850 Illinois 

Married October 3, 1873, age 23, CWU 19, 

Conway County, Arkansas 

Died June 1, 1912, Age 62 

Cleveland County, Oklahoma 

Buried Mt. Zion Cemetery, 

Cleveland County, Oklahoma 

Second Wife:  Sophronia Eugenia óJennieô 

Born January 10, 1872 

Married March 3, 1914, Tecumseh, 

Pottawatomie County, 

Oklahoma 

Died January 7, 1925 

Birmingham, Alabama 

Buried Columbia County, 

Arkansas 
 

Charles Born in North Carolina 
Charles was the ninth child born to 

Patrick Bogan Upchurch and Eunice 

McSwain while they lived in Stanly 

County, North Carolina. They lived 

there only a short time after Charlesôs 

birth before pulling up stakes and 

moving west. 

 

North  Carolina to Arkansas 
Sometime between 1854 and 1859, 

Charlesôs father and one of his 

fatherôs brothers packed up their 

families and left North Carolina. 

Legend has it that they were heading 

west, bound for the California gold 

fields. 

They loaded wagons with tools 

and what equipment they would need 

along the way and also at their new place of residence. 

Teams of horses and mules pulled the loads. Family 

members, who were able, had to walk since the wagons 

were heavily loaded. Several families joined together 

forming a wagon train. 

In early July, the Upchurches had reached Arkansas. 

Sources say they got as far as Arkansas where their 

wagon broke down so there they remained. 

 

Conway County, Arkansas 

After deciding that Conway County was where theyôd 

stay, they began making the place livable. Tents were 

erected for the time being and they prepared for winter. 

Claiming free land within a few miles of one another, 

they soon began building cabins and barns, and clearing 

the fields. 

Charles would have been about one to five years of 

age when they arrived in Arkansas and this is where he 

grew up, and where he learned farming alongside his 

father and siblings. 

Over the ensuing years, the youngsters became 

adults, and began marrying. 

Naturally they found spouses among 

their neighbors. Skinners married 

Upchurches. Upchurches married 

Millsaps. Children were born, 

families grew. 

 

 

 

Below: Patrick Bogan Upchurch home in 

the Lick Mountain area of Conway 

County, Arkansas, where Charles Wesley 

Upchurch lived from just a young sprout 

until he married. Charlesôs parents lived 

out their lives here and were buried in 

Conway County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

< Charles Wesley Upchurch 

 

Continued on page  8 

Note: Mae Davenport Cox descends 

from Clan 16 ðHarmon Upchurch 
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Continued on page  9 

Charles Marries  Julina 

The Perrines also lived in Conway County and for some 

reason there was a great conflict with their daughter, 

Julina, wanting to marry young Charley Upchurch. Itôs 

not known if  they just opposed this marriage, or if  there 

was actual conflict between the two families. 

In time, the Perrines also moved to Indian Teritory 

though they selected Pontotoc County as their home. It 

is unknown if either they or the Upchurches ever 

reestablished a relationship as they were only about 60 

miles apart. 

 

Romeo-Juliet Conflict  

Either way, there was a Romeo/Juliet dispute between 

the two families. But the young couple ignored the 

Perrines disgruntle-ment and chose to get married. After 

their marriage October 3, 1873 at Conway, Arkansas, 

family lore says they moved away and never returned 

to see her family. 

 

1880 Census: Lick  Mountain, Arkansas 
Charles, 26, a farmer, and Julina, 26, are listed in the 

June 22, 1880 census record for the Lick Mountain area 

of Conway County, Arkansas. Though earlier it was 

established she was about three years older than he, in 

this census sheôs listed as being the same age. 

Their first three children, William A., 5; Nancy E, 

4; and Margaret, 2, were also listed as members of the 

household. 

Notable is that Patrick Bogan Upchurch (Charlesô 

father) and family are listed just above Charles on the 

census. Patrick Boganôs name was mistakenly entered 

though as E. B. Upchurch. 

They begin their  Family the Next Year 

In just over a year, Charles and Julinaôs first child, 

William Andrew, was born. Thus began their struggle 

to support and take care of what would become quite a 

large family. Nine children were born over the next 

sixteen years following their marriage. 

 
Making  a Living  

Making a living was tough and they worked hard to 

feed their growing brood. An orchard, plus fields of corn 

and cotton, supplied much of their food. Hominy was 

made from corn, and they canned and dried fruit. Cotton 

was carded so that it could be knitted into socks. 

The Upchurches were ardent trappers ð ópossum, 

mink, and bear. The skins were taken into town and 

traded for much-needed supplies: barrels of flour, 

one-hundred pound bags of sugar, bags of salt, and 

green coffee beans in burlap bags. Beans were roasted 

in iron skillets at the fireplace and then coffee could 

be made. 

 

Door-to-Door Pork 

Charles joined the Skinners ðneighbors and friends 

ð in a joint project. The unsettled wilderness around 

them was filled with wild pigs and hogs roaming loose. 

They rounded up the wild critters and drove them to 

the edge of town where the animals were slaughtered 

and the meat processed. 

Packages of fresh meat were taken into the town of 

Morrilton. Going door to door, they sold the pork 

fetching three or four cents a pound. Live animals so 

were sold: four pigs and a sow brought in $4.00. 

 

 

Charles and Julinaôs Children 

First eight children were born in Conway County, Arkansas 

1. William Andrew Upchurch 

2. Nancy Elizabeth Upchurch 

3. Margaret Julina Upchurch 

b December 1, 1874 

b. May 29, 1876 

b. February 13, 1878 

d. December 6, 1958 m. Nancy Millsap b. 1878 AR 

d. 1924 Cleveland Co OK m. J. Hill  Millsap b. 1866 AR 

4. Thomas Rutherford Upchurch b. October 15, 1880 

5. Infant Upchurch b. 1882 

6. Bowman Franklin Upchurch b. March 26, 1884 

7. Eliza Jane óJennieô Upchurch  b. November 6, 1886 

8. John Jackson Upchurch b. December 11, 1889 

9. Mary  May Upchurch b. May 19, 1892* 

d. August 6, 1952 

d. September 27, 1959 

d. 1882 

d. December 12, 1957 

d. August 13, 1973 

d. August 13, 1943 OK 

d. April 16, 1975 

m. E. Johnson/Franklin Bales 

m. Eller Stubblefield b. 1877 

m. Leola Burton b. 1887 AR 

m. William E. Elliott b. 1874 

m. Mary Grizzle b. 1906 

m. Arthur Davenport b. 1886 

*  Born east of Wayne, Indian Territory, Oklahoma 
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Land Received From Government in 1890 
The United States Government opened land in Arkansas 

whereby tracts could be claimed by homesteaders. 

Several of the Upchurches and Skinners applied for these 

land patents. 

Charles Wesley Upchurch was awarded 160 acres 

of land on April  16, 1890, located in the NE/4 of Section 

30-9N-16W in Conway County, Arkansas. 

Just east of Charleyôs land the Upchurches 

established the Upchurch Cemetery, and across the road 

south of it was the old ñUpchurch Meeting Grounds.ò 

Going east on down the road was a hill they dubbed 

ñUpchurch Mountain.ò 

 
Life  in Arkansas 

Charley and Julina homesteaded near several of his kin. 

His parents were just down the road. Brother 

Stricklandôs place was next door. Brother William A. 

Upchurch had a farm nearby. Asister and several cousins 

were also in the area. 

Charlesôs sister, Mary Katherine, married W. O. 

Skinner, and their farm was a couple miles away. Many 

other Skinner families resided in the area. 

The Upchurches were a close knit family and 

observed or celebrated most every occasion. So popular 

were their get-togethers that they even had a special 

place to gather, which folks in the area named, ñThe 

Upchurch Meeting Place.ò 

Charleyôs time of owning land in Arkansas was short 

lived as the following year he decided to leave this area 

of the country. 

 

Charles Decides to Head West 

In 1891, Charles and his brother David Upchurch were 

sick and tired of homesteading the rocky, hilly, grub- 

laden Arkansas Ozark lands. Even with their trapping 

and hog-killing  projects, they still struggled to eke out 

a living. 

Itôs not clear just how, when, or where they heard 

about land in Oklahoma, but the brothers decided to 

head 'em up, and move 'em out. 

 

Farms Sold, Possessions Loaded 

Selling their farms theyôd earlier been granted through 

land patents, Charles and David packed everything they 

owned into several wagons. Then loading up their 

families ðCharles and Julina had eight children, while 

David and Sara had seven ð they set off for the wild 

and wooly west. 

T-9 North, R-16 West, Conway County, Arkansas 
 

 
The Upchurches lived in close proximity to one another. 

Land patents were found for most of the tracts shown here. 

 

Westward Ho! Wagons West! 

Charles, David, and their sons, on horseback, drove the 

cattle. No roads existed, just dirt trails. Nor were there 

any bridges at the streams and creeks, so they forded by 

driving right through the water. Wagons, cattle, and all. 

The only big river to cross had a ferry, said one family 

source... probably the Arkansas or Illinois River. 

They slept in tents or occasionally in old, abandoned 

cabins where they could spread out. The men shot 

squirrels and game along the way, providing meals. 

Cooking was done on campfires of sticks and logs. 

Occasionally a calf was born along the way, and 

these were carried in the wagons for several days before 

joining the rest of the herd. 

The men took turns sleeping near the cattle and 

horses at night, according to one descendantsô report of 

the trip. She said they feared Indians would come along 

and steal their animals. After all, they were headed for 

Indian Territory. 

Upchurch 
Strickland 

G 
Robert Upchurch 

William 
Upchurch Upchurch 

Charles 
W. 

Upchurch 
Patrick B 
Upchurch 

William 
Skinner 

Thos G 
Upchurch 
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Upchurches Reach Indian  Territory  

After six weeks of travel, they arrived in Indian Territory, 

just east of Wayne, in what is now McClain County, 

just across the river from Cleveland County in Oklahoma 

Territory. 

 

Brothers Follow Later  

A year after Charles Upchurch and David Upchurch 

made the trip to Oklahoma, other family members 

decided to follow. Two brothers, Strickland Upchurch 

and Patrick Gordon óDocô Upchurch packed their 

families into three wagons and set off for Oklahoma 

Territory. After six weeks of travel, they arrived at 

Charleyôs place in Indian Territory. 

The Upchurch brothers originally settled in the 

Wayne, I.T. area near Charles and his family, where, 

living in dugouts or cabins, they began farming the land. 

The following year, Strickland and David moved their 

families to the Chickasha area. From there they ventured 

to Custer County, in northwest Oklahoma, where they 

lived out their lives. 

Living  in a Dug-Out 

Charles settled his family into a roughly made dugout. 

Whether they found a dugout already there or if they 

dug and built one is unknown. The only information 

about their few years in this location is that they were 

farmers. 

While living in the dugout in Indian Territory, Julina 

gave birth to their last child: Mary May Upchurchð 

grandmother of this author. 
 

Upchurches Move Across the River 

In about 1893, Charles moved his family north across 

the South Canadian River into southeast Cleveland 

County where they settled into a dugout near Buckhead. 

 

The Buckhead Community 
Buckhead was a small community in 

far southeastern Cleveland County, 

O.T. ðwild and untamed. In only a few 

years settlers had flocked in and 

Buckhead became a lively burg though it boasted only 

a general store, grist mill, and cotton gin. 

By 1893, the area was so heavily populated it became 

one of the few communities to have a post office. By 

the late 1890s, where thickets and briars once dominated 

the countryside, now lay fields of cotton. Fences began 

sprouting up here and there. Cattle dotted the landscape. 

 

 

Julina and Charles on porch of their home near Buckhead in southern Cleveland County, Oklahoma. Date unknown. 
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Continued on page  6 

Upchurches Leave Buckhead 

In the late 1890s, Charles and Julina moved 

their family to Clinton in far western 

Oklahoma. The children attended Chapel Hill 

School. They were in Clinton only a short 

time before returning to southern Cleveland 

County, Oklahoma Territory. 

When they returned, they moved onto a 

farm just south of Buckhead Corner. The 

children began classes at Buckhead School, 

just a short distance from their home. 

 

1900 Census , Oklahoma Territory  
When the census was taken June 22, 1900, 

the Upchurches were residing in the 

Canadian Township of Cleveland County, 

Oklahoma Territory. This was before they owned land, 

so just where they were living is unknown. 

Charles and wife, Galina (Julina) were listed at the 

very bottom of the page. Names of the rest of the family 

were continued on the next page. 

 
Upchurches Buy Land in 1905 

At a public auction held January 22, 1906, Charles was 

the highest bidder. His bid was accepted January 29, 

1905, and he received deed to the land February 12, 

1905. He paid the grand sum of $501 for 40 acres lying 

in he SE/4 of the SE/4 of Section 34-6N-1E in far 

southeast Cleveland County. 

This is before Oklahoma became a state in 1907, 

and the deed describes the land as located in County of 

Cleveland, Territory of Oklahoma. 

 

Charles is President of School Board 
Charles and Julinaôs felt education was 

important and made sure their children 

went to school wherever they 

livedéfirst, in Arkansas, then in southern 

Cleveland County. He wanted his 

children to be educated; however, this 

was before statehood and there were few 

schools. 

Undaunted, Charley helped organize 

Buckhead School in 1893, and served as 

its first board president. An aunt thought 

she remembered that he may have taught 

at the school just as his father had been a 

teacher back in Arkansas. 

 

 

 

 

 
The house that Charles W. Upchurch built in southern Cleveland 

County, Oklahoma. A few years later he added on to it as you can 

see on the right side of the picture. That house, which faces west, 

is still standing today though it has been órockedô around the 

outside. The cellar, at right, is also still there with its rounded top. 

 
Charles Buys Land in 1911 

Itôs not known if  Charles sold the farm he purchased in 

1905, though in 1911, he acquired another tract of land 

a couple miles from the first place. The deed shows C. 

W. Upchurch purchased 40 acres for $1,400, funded 

partly with a $350 mortgage. 

The land was situated in the SW/4 of NW/4 in 

Section 25-6N-1E in southeast Cleveland County, not 

far from where they had first settled. The home they 

built here is shown in the photo above. 

 

The ME  Church 

Charles and his entire family were dedicated Christians 

and active in the Mt. Zion Methodist Church just a 

couple miles from their 

farm. 

Charles was instru- 

mental in helping establish 

the church and relatives say 

he helped with the actual 

construction of it. 

Word is that he also 

filled in as the preacher 

when needed. 

 
The Lexington Leader 

Lexington, Oklahoma 

April 16, 1909 
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Friends, Family Make the Move 

Word drifted back to Arkansas of the open land and 

better farming where Charles was now living so several 

families left their Ozark farms and followed the 

Upchurches to Oklahoma Territory. 

Charlesô sister, Mary Katherine Upchurch, and her 

husband William O. óBillô Skinner, were quite close to 

Charles and Julina, and made the trip from Arkansas to 

Cleveland County, bringing their children with them. 

The Millsaps were also related as Charlesô daughter, 

Nancy, married Hill  Millsap. They too made the move. 

Then two more Upchurch brothers arrived to the area 

with their families, as did Jeff Skinner and his family. 

The Lowders were another family to follow. 

Apparently these families had migrated west to Arkansas 

and were now settling in Oklahoma. The Perrines left 

North Carolina, and journeyed to Arkansas via Illinois, 

before settling in Arkansas, then moving on to 

Oklahoma. Then came more Skinners and Millsaps. 

Julina Dies in 1912, not 1914 

When Julina became bedridden, her oldest son, William, 

and his wife, took her to their home. Julinaôs sister-in- 

law, Jennie Upchurch, came to help the family. Jennie 

had been married to Doc Upchurch and was now a 

widow. Jennie nursed Julina, and helped with household 

chores and meals until Julinaôs death. 

Most likely Julina died June 1st, 1912, though there 

are several different dates from several different sources. 

Julinaôs headstone says she died June 1, 1914, and 

that is wrong. The old newspaper article shown here 

states she died Sunday which would have been June 2, 

1912. Perhaps she died on the first and was buried on 

the second. 

Julina was laid to rest in Mt. Zion Cemetery a short 

distance from where she and Charley had lived for many 

years, in the Buckhead and Box area of southern 

Cleveland County, Oklahoma. 

 

Charles is a Farmer 

Charles was a farmer throughout his adult years. One 

family source said he raised cotton and also had a nice 

array of chickens, cows, pigs, and other livestock. 
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Lexington Leader Lexington, Oklahoma 

June 7, 1912 
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1  Charles Wesley Upchurch Family ... Ca. 1896. Mary May (#7, and grandmother to this 

author), appears to be four or maybe five years old (she was born 1892). 

1. William A. Upchurch and 

2. wife, Nancy Skinner with 

3. son Little John in front 

4. Jane Upchurch 

5. Charles Wesley (seated) 

6. Julina (seated) with 

7. Mary May standing in front 

8. Maggie Upchurch and child 

9. T. Rutherford Upchurch 

10. Bowman F. Upchurch 

11. John Upchurch, kneeling. 

12. One of the Skinners in the 

window, a sister to #2 

Continued on page  13 


