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Charles6 C h a egteyUpchurch

CHARLES 0 6ARLEY OWESLEY UPCHURCH

Born November22,1853
StanlyCounty,North Carolina

Died April 29, 1915 Age 62
ClevelandCounty,Oklahoma

Buried Mt. Zion Cemetery,
Cleveland CountyOklahoma

Parents Patrick Bogan Upchurch (18016885)

Euniced Ni dVeSwain(1819 1897)

First Wife: Julina Perrine

Born April 1850lllinois

Married  October3, 1873,age23,CWU 19,
Conway County, Arkansas

Died June 1, 1912, Age 62
ClevelandCounty,Oklahoma

Buried Mt. Zion Cemetery,

Cleveland CountyQklahoma

Secondwife: SophroniaEugeniab J enni e 6

Born Januaryl0, 1872

Married March3,1914,Tecumseh,
Pottawatomi€ounty, —
Oklahoma Si’lif

Died January 7, 1925 -
Birmingham Alabama

Buried ColumbiaCounty,

Arkansas

CharlesBorn in North Carolina
Charles was the ninth child born to
PatrickBoganUpchurchandEunice
McSwain while theylived in Stanly
County, North Carolina. They lived ;
thereonly ashorttimeafterCh ar | ¢ s 0§
birth before pulling up stakes and |
moving wes. )

North Carolina to Arkansas
Sometime between 1854 and 1859,
C h a r Ifatheréasd one of his
f at hbeothé@spackedup their
families and left North Carolina.
Legendhasit thattheywereheading
west,boundfor the California gold
fields.

They loaded wagons wittools
andwhatequipmentheywouldneed

alongtheway andalsoat their newplaceof residence.
Teams of horses and mules pulled the loads. Fami
memberswhowereable,hadto walk sincethewagons
were heavily loaded. Several families joined togethe
forming a wagon train.

In earlyJuly, the UpchurchediadreachedArkansas.
Sources sayheygot as far as Arkansaswheretheir
wagonbrokedownsotheretheyremained.

Conway County, Arkansas

After decidingthatConwayCountywaswh er e t
stay, they began making the place livable. Tents wel
erectedor thetime beingandtheypreparedor winter.
Claiming free land within a few miles of one another,
theysoonbegarbuilding cabinsandbarnsandclearing
the fields.

Charleswould havebeenaboutoneto five yearsof
agewhentheyarrivedin Arkansasandthisis wherehe
grew up, and where he learned farming alongside h
father and siblings.

Over the ensuingyears, the youngstersbecame
adults, and began marrying.
Naturallytheyfoundspousesamong
their neighbors. Skinners married
Upchurches. Upchurches married
Millsaps. Childrenwere born,
families grew.

Not e: Mae Davenpq(
from CdHar hddn Upogc

Below: PatrickBoganUpchurchhomein

the Lick Mountain area of Conway
County,ArkansasywhereCharlesNesley
Upchurch lived from jusa young sprout

unt il he married. Che
out their lives here and were buried in
ConwayCounty.

& N Y :
SRR Y, e

< ChrIeSNesIeyUpchurch
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CharlesMarries Julina They begintheir Family the Next Year
The Perrines also lived in Conway County and forsomé n j us't over a year, Cr
reason there was a great conflict with their daughteVilliam Andrew, was bornThus began their struggle
Julina,wantingto marryyoungCharleyUpchurchl t 6 $o supportandtakecareof whatwould becomejuitea
notknownif theyjustopposedhismarriageprif there  large family. Nine children were born over the nexi
wasactual conflict between the two families. sixteen years following themarriage.

In time, the Perrinesalsomovedto Indian Teritory
thoughtheyselected®ontotocCountyastheir home.lt . ..
is unknown if either they or the Upchurches everMak'ng aliving

reestablished relationshipastheywereonly abouté0 ~ Making a living was tough and they worked hard tc
miles apart. feedtheir growing broodAn orchard plus fields ofcorn

and cotton, supplied much of their food. Hominy was
madefrom corn,andtheycannedanddriedfruit. Cotton

Eith h R uliedi b was carded sthat it could be knitted into socks.
Itherway, therewasa Romeo/Julietlisputebetween The Upchurches were arderdppersd 6 p o s s |
the two families. But the young couple ignored the

Perrinedi b t and ch ‘ ; iadt mink, and bear. The skins were taken into town an
ermnesdisgruntiement and cnose fo get marmeder v aq4eq for mucteeded supplies: barrels of flour,

]tchei_rl mlarriage O(i;[ober 3, 1d873 at Cogway, Arkansas@nehundred pound bags of sugar, bags of salt, ar
amily lore says they moved away and never retumned . o ncoftee heansdn burlapbags Beanswereroasted

to see her family. in iron skillets at the fireplace and then coffee coulc
be made.

RomeagJuliet Conflict

1880Census:Lick Mountain, Arkansas
Charles, 26, a farmer, and Julina, 26, are listed in theDoor-to-Door Pork
June22,1880censusecordfor theLick Mountainarea

of thlr_W\;]ay(/*Eounty,t;Arkgasas. Thoulgh i?]rltriwa_s 0 in ajoint project. The unsettled wilderness arount
establisheshewasaboutinreeyearsolder tharne, in themwasfilled with wild pigsandhogsroamingloose.

t hTih s f c in S ;J”Z SVC'IIe' ?ﬂ\s 5. INi S tEe d Tﬁe@rou ded u'ﬂ)ﬂwe Wild Fitterd Anl'§rové thefh
_ delr Irst three chi Ten’l' '£ § ’b an;:yh ' theedgeof town wherethe animalswere slaughtered
4; andMargaret,2, werealso listedasmemberof the andthemeatprocessed.

household. %ckagesf freshmea eretaker‘iéntot %Eownof
i

. . P
Notable is that Patr'cl{ﬁorr oﬂ.G%ngdUo??odHorr,cthysl Hﬁrkl

father) and .family are "SteAd just at_Jove Charles on th?etching three or four cents a pound. Live animals s
censusPatrickB o g anarbeswasnistakenlyentered were sold: four pigs and a sow brought in $4.00.
though a<. B. Upchurch.

Charlesjoined the Skinnersd neighborsand friends

CharlesandJ u | i Ghid@rs

Firsteightchildrenwerebornin ConwayCounty,Arkansas

1. William AndrewUpchurch b Decembetf, 1874 d.Decembe#, 1958 m. NancyMillsap b. 1878AR
2. NancyElizabethUpchurch  b.May 29,1876 d.1924ClevelandCo OK m.J.Hill Millsap b.1866AR
3. MargaretJulinaUpchurch b. Februaryl3,1878 d.August6, 1952 m. E. Johnson/FrankliiBales
4. ThomasRutherfordUpchurchb. Octoberl5,1880  d.SeptembeR7,1959 m. Eller Stubblefieldb. 1877
5. InfantUpchurch b.1882 d. 1882

6. BowmanFranklinUpchurch b. March26, 1884 d. Decemben2,1957 m. LeolaBurtonb. 1887AR
7. ElizaJaned J e nUpchwrah b.November6,1886 d.Augustl3,1973 m. William E. Elliott b. 1874
8. John Jacksotlpchurch b.Decembedl,1889 d.Augustl3,19430K m. Mary Grizzleb. 1906

9. Mary May Upchurch b. May 19,1892 d.April 16, 1975 m. Arthur Davenportb. 1886

* Borneasbf Wayne IndianTerritory, Oklahoma

Continued
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Land ReceivedFrom Governmentin 1890 T-9 North, R-16West,ConwayCounty Arkansas
TheUnitedStatesGovernmenbpenedandin Arkansas
wherebytracts could be claimed by homesteaders.

Severabf theUpchurchesindSkinnersappliedfor these 19 20 21
Iand pa'[ents. dQ)berUpchL!rc
Charles Wesley Upchurch was awarded 160 acres - [ [oham) - e
of land onApril 16, 1890, located ithe NE/4 of Section Strickla
30-9N-16W in Conway County, Arkansas. Upchurg Charles - -
Just eastof Ch ar | lang thes Upchurches —Ei . Upchurc 29 Upchuri:

establishetheUpchurchCemeteryandacrosgheroad
southofitwas t he ol d fAiGpohudelj oMeeti|ng
Going east on down the road was a hill they dubbed Skinne

AUpchMowemt ai n. 0

ThosG
31 Upchurc 33

Life in Arkansas
CharleyandJulinahomesteadedearseverabf hiskin.
His parentswere just down theroad. Brother TheUpchurchedived in closeproximity to oneanother.
Strickl an d asdoop Bratioee Wiliaavs n eLamdpatentswerefoundformostofthetractsshownhere.
Upchurchhada farmnearby Asister and several cousins

were also in the area. Westward Ho! WagonsWest!

Charlesbés sister, Mar yChadesPaxidandtheiesonsontwrsebackdravethas.
Skinner,andtheir farmwasa couplemilesaway.Many  cattle.No roadsexistedjust dirttrails. Nor werethere
other Skinner families resided in theea. anybridgesatthe streamsandcreekssotheyfordedby

The Upchurches were a close knit family andlirivingrightthroughthewater. Wagonscattle,andall.
observedr celebratednosteveryoccasionSopopular  Theonly big river to crosshadaferry, saidonefamily
were their getogethers that they even had a specigiource... probably th&rkansas ofllinois River.
pl ace to gather, whi ch f olheksteptintentsotroncasionaliyireolsd, abandenedd
Upchurch Meeting Pl ace. &abins where they could spread out. The men sh

Ch ar tireepftosningland inArkansas washort ~ squirrels and game along the way, providing meals
lived asthefollowing yearhedecidedo leavethisarea Cooking was done on campfires of sticks and logs.

of the country. Occasionally a calf was born alongetway, and
thesewerecarriedin thewagondor severaldaysbefore
Charles Decidesto Head West joining the rest of the herd.

The men took turns sleeping near the cattle an
horsesatnight,accordingooned e s ¢ e mapataft s
hetrip. Shesaidtheyfearedndianswould comealong
ndstealtheir animals After all, theywere headetbr
IndianTerritory.

In 1891,Charlesandhis brotherDavid Upchurchwere
sick and tired of homesteading the rocky, hilly, grub
ladenArkansas Ozark lands. Even with their trappin
andhogHkilling projects, thestill struggledio ekeout
a living.

ltés not clear just hog
about land in Oklahoma, but the brothers decided t¢
head'emup,andmove'emout.

N N r wh aor o fhey

Farms Sold,Possessionsoaded

Sellingtheirfarmst h e gadietbeengrantecthrough
landpatentsCharlesandDavid packedeverythingthey
owned into several wagons. Then loading up thei
familiesd CharlesandJulinahadeightchildren,while
David and Sara had sevén they set off forthe wild
andwoolywest.
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i Se— N Living in aDug-Out
TERRITORY 7 Charlessettledhis family into aroughlymadedugout.
. ® ;": Whether they found a dugout already there or if the
ke ® dug and built one is unknown. The only information
TR e : about their few years in this location is that they were
L farmers.
While living in the dugout inndian Territory,Julina
UpchurchesReachindian Territory gave birth to their last child: Mary May Upchuéch

After six weeksof travel,theyarrivedin Indian Territory, grandmother of this author.

just east of Wayne, in what is now McClain County,

. ) . UpchurchesMove Acrossthe River
justacrosgheriver from ClevelandCountyin Oklahoma _ _
Territory. In about 1893, Charles moved his familgrth across

the South Canadian River into southeast Clevelan

Countywheretheysettlednto adugoutnearBuckhead.
Brothers Follow Later tyw y e

A year after Charles Upchurch and David Upchurc .
made the trip to Oklahoma, other family memberl%-he Buckhead Community L
decidedto follow. Two brothers StricklandUpchurch uckhead was a small community in
and Patrick Gordon 6Do d% SoyfEastriFieveland Gounty,
families into three waganand set off for Oklahoma ©O-T- 0 wild anduntamedin only afew
Territory. After six weeks of travel, they arrived atY€ars settlers had flocked in and
Charleyos place in | ndi BHckhpabeqameliyely hurgthoughit boastednly
The Upchurch brothers originally settled in the®9€neral store, grist mill, and cotton gin.
Wayne, I.T. area near Charles and his family, where, BY 1893,theareawassoheavilypopulatedt became
living in dugouts or cabins, théyegan farmingthe land.  ©N€ of the few communities to h_ave a post pfflce. By
Thefollowing year, StricklandandDavid movedtheir ~ the ate1890s, where thickesnd briars oncdominated
families to the Chickasha arearom there theyentured thecountrysidenow lay fields of cotton.Fencesegan
to CustetCounty,in northwestOklahomawhere they sproutingup hereandthere Cattledottedthelandscape.
lived out their lives.

JulinaandCharleson porchof their homenearBuckheadn southerrClevelandCounty,OklahomaDateunknown.
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UpchurchesLeaveBuckhead

In thelate 1890s,CharlesandJulinamoved
their family to Clinton in far western
Oklahoma.The children attende€hapel Hill
School. They were in Clinton only a short
time beforereturningto southerrCleveland
County,Oklahoma Territory.

When theyreturned, theynovedonto a
farm just south of Buckhead Corner. The
childrenbeganclassesit BuckheadSchool,
just a short distance from their home.

1900Census, Oklahoma Territory
When the census was taken June 22, 190
the Upchurcheswere residing in the
CanadianTownship of ClevelandCounty, -
OklahomaTerritory. Thiswasbeforetheyownediand The house that Charl&¥. Upchurch built in southern Cleveland
so iust where thev were living is unknown ' County, OklahomaA few years lateheaddedonto it asyou can

| _y g g_ o see on theight side ofthe pictureThat housewhich faces west,

Charlesandwife, Galina(Julina)werelistedatthe i s sti 11 standing today thoug
very bottomof thepage Namesof therestof thefamily  outside Thecellar,atright, is alsostill therewith its roundedop.
were continued on the next page.

CharlesBuysLand in 1911
|t ndt&nownif Charlessoldthefarmhepurchasedh

At apublicauctionheldJanuan®2,1906,Charlesvas 1905,thoughin 1911,he_acquireobnothertractof land

the highest bidder. His bid was accepted January 28¢ouplemilesirom thefirst place.The deedshowsC.

1905, and heeceived deed to the land February 12WV- Upchurch purchased 40 acres for $1,400, funde

1905.He paidthegrandsumof $501for 40acredying ~ Partly with a $350 mortgage. _

in he SE/4 of the SE/4 of Section-8Ml-1E in far The land was situated in the SW/4 NW/4 in

southeast Cleveland County. Section 25%6N-1E in southeast Cleveland County, not
This is before Oklahoma became a state in 190§e’1r. from V\(here they had first settled. The home they

andthedeeddescribeshelandaslocatedin Countyof ~ PUilt here is shown in the photo above.

Cleveland Territory of Oklahoma.

UpchurchesBuy Land in 1905

The ME Church

Charlesis Presidentof SchoolBoard Charlesandhisentirefamily werededicatedChristians
Charles and Julinabds f el@jdacivgin thaMtiZipmMeghgdistChurchjusta
importantand made sure their children O R R couple miles from their

went to school wherever they EIEKHEAD L farm. _
| i vedé Arkansag, theinisouthern | - Easter Sunday was celebrated at Charles was instru-
Cleveland County. He wanted his Mt."Zion with .2 sermon in the| ~ Mentalin helpingestablish

children to be educated: howevethis ~morning by Rev. Hamm and in the thechurchandrelativessay
' _afti the- Ever C t i
wasbeforestatehoodndtherewerefew “aﬁemm R he helpeq W'th. the actual
SChOOI gelebmtedglts tenth anniver- construction Of it
schools. ' gar i
: gary. The first part of the ses- Word is that he also
UndauntedCharleyhelpedorganize sion was devoted to reminiscences flled | th h
Buckheadschoolin 1893,andservedas of the early. days' of the Sunday wed in as he preacher
its first boardpresidentAn auntthought | school, and the crowd was interest- when needed.

sherememberethathemayhavetaught | €4 With the talk of C. W. Upchurch, .

attheschooljustashisfatherhadbeena who was president of the first school | - Thelexingtonl eacer
; -organized here, more than  sixteen|| LeXington,Oklahoma

teacher back in Arkansas. yoard 8go.. | : April 16, 1909
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Julina Diesin 1912,not 1914

When Julinabecame bedridden, her oldest séfilliam,

andhis wife, took her totheirhome.J u | isistexid-s

law, JennieUpchurch,cameto helpthefamily. Jennie
ad been married to Doc Upchurch and was now

Friends, Family Make the Move
Word drifted back to Arkansas of the open land an

]E’e“ﬁ_”af”l‘"]]tgwr:‘?rec“a“ﬁs’]‘c’as”ow“Vg‘gfsl?se"zra'h widow. Jennie nursed Julinandhelped with househdl
amilies left their Ozar arms an oliowe techores and meal s until J

Upchurches to Oklahoma Territory. Mostlikely JulinadiedJunelst, 1912 thoughthere

h %h gNr”gisteE)S\/lf“iré Kg’l[(hr«ieri?eUpchurph,alndher areseveratlifferentdatedrom severatlifferentsources.
usbandVilliam O. 6 B i Skiinér,werequite closeto Julinads headstone say

CharlesandJulina,andmadethetrip from Arkansago that is wrong. The old newspaper article shdwre

CIeveIanq County, bringing their children with the[n. statesshedied Sundaywhichwould havebeenJune,
TheMillsapswerealsorelatedasC h a rdauglgeq 1915 perhapshediedon thefirst andwasburiedon
Nancy,marriedHill Millsap. Theytoomadethemove. thesecond

Then two more Upchurch brothers arrived to the area Julinawaslaid to restin Mt. Zion Cemetenashort

with their families, as did JeSkinner anchis family. distance fromwhere she and Charléyad livedfor many

The Lowders were ano'Fherfamny to follow. years, in theBuckhead and Box area of southern
Apparentlythesefamilies hadmigratedwest toArkansas Cleveland County, Oklahoma

ard were now settling in Oklahoma. The Perrines left
North Carolina,andjourneyedo Arkansasia lllinois,
before settling in Arkansas,then moving on to
Oklahoma. Then came more Skinners and Millsaps.

Charlesisa Farmer

Charles was a farmer throughout his adult years.
family sourcesaidheraisedcottonandalsohadannice
array of chickens, cows, pigs, aother livestock.

LexingtonLeaderLexington,Oklahome
June7, 1912

CharlesWesleyUpchurch Family ... Ca.1896.Mary May (#7,andgrandmotheto this
author), appears to be four or maybe five yetdqshe was born 1892).

. William A. Upchurchand
. wife, NancySkinnerwith

. sonLittle Johnin front
JaneUpchurch

. CharlesNesley(seated)

. Julina(seatedyvith

. Mary May standing irfront
. MaggieUpchurchandchild
. T. RutherfordJpchurch

. Bowman FUpchurch

. JohnUpchurchkneeling.

. Oneof theSkinnersn the
window, a sister to #2

REBowo~NousrwpR
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