FROM THE EDITOR

he entire UAFA staff and

volunteers wish to extend
our best wishes for a speedy
recovery to our esteemed and
beloved newsletter editor,
Cindy Hale .

No one is more eager to see
Cindy back in the swing of
things than me. I have made
a valiant attempt to fill Cin-
dy’s shoes this month. This
experience has only served to
remind me of just how much
hard work Cindy puts into
these newsletters!

Jay Buck
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2025 American Upchurch Index Tree is on Ancestry!

A big thank you to all who

have been working on the Up-
church trees this year. The com-
plete report is now available.
The 2025American Upchurch
Index Tree is also ready for your
use. It has over 147,000 people
in it with links to the individual
Clan trees.

The purpose of the Index Tree
is to help Upchurch descend-
ants identify which clan they
belong to. After tracing the lin-
eage back to the Clan Head, a
link is provided to that Clan
Head’s tree where additional
information may be found.

Use this link to view the Index
Tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/
family-tree/tree/202460780

Thank you for your continued
interest in improving our fami-
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ly trees. Without volunteers
none of this would be pos-
sible. Have a blessed 2025!

Linda

lusparks@eplus.net

Did you know...

...that there are at least 12
Upchurch family members
named George Washington
Upchurch? There are at
least six named Thomas
Jefferson Upchurch. There
are at least 3 Roosevelt Up-
churches and one Abraham
Lincoln Upchurch!

In Memorium: Sallaine Sledge Upchurch

Upchurches in the News By Jay Buck
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A Genealogy Project

Over 35 videos featuring founder
Phil Upchurch telling family stories,
along with UAFA President, Dr. Tom
Upchurch. These are available and
FREE to all.

https:// www.youtube.com
After opening YouTube, enter
YOU “Upchurch and Allied Families”
T“he into the search box. This will
open the UAFA channel and
display the videos.

Upchurch and Allied Families
— A resource for linking,
preserving, and supporting
family history.

Don’t forget that UAFA has an index for
previous editions of our newsletter. Click
here to access this resource!

Happy

ne’s Day
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Contribute

Jay Buck, Office Manager
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org

Cindy Hale, Editor
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project
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Access to Upchurch Office/Library
in Cary, NC — Carla Michaels
cjm400@gmail.com

UAFA Tree Masters:

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry
sdterry@ncsu.edu

@ Upchurch & Allied
Families on Facebook
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Sallaine Upchurch passed away Saturday, January 11th,
2025, in peace.

- She was born January 8, 1926, to Herbert W. and Nan-
nie Vester Sledge in Franklin County, North Carolina.

- She preferred to be called Sallaine which was a combina-
tion of her two grandmothers, Sally and Lannie.

At 6 months, Sallaine moved to a log cabin next to her
loving grandparents, John and Lannie Vester, founders
& pillars of Momeyer Baptist Church, who provided the
tobacco farm where she would have a nurturing upbring-
ing. She had a blessed childhood as the oldest daughter
with brothers John (Ludell) Sledge, and George (Dot) Sledge and three sisters Joyce (William)
Griffin, Mary (Richard) Oriez, and Lois (William) Brown. Sallaine would raise her younger sis-
ters while her parents built their two-story farmhouse during the depression in a frugal but lov-
ing farm community.

Asserting her independence after graduating from Spring Hope High School, Sallaine moved to
Raleigh to attend Business College & work for NC state government. Here, she met the love of
her life, Robert Phil(lip) Upchurch (deceased 5/27/2020), and married him on Aug. 21, 1948. In
their 71 years of devoted marriage, they lived in Davis, CA; Raleigh, NC; Valparaiso, FL; St. Lou-
is, MO; Tucson, AZ and traveled the world side by side. She leaves behind 3 children: Nelda
(Kenneth) Schuler, Debra (Robert) Heck, and Barry (Diane) Upchurch; 8 grandchildren: and 11
great- grandchildren. Sallaine would go on to help raise three generations of her family with
steel compassion and hospitality. For Sallaine the weight of the world's burdens could be eased
by ice cream with chocolate syrup. In her heaven, there will always be dessert and the admon-
ishment "to get on with it."

Funeral Services were held at 10 am, Saturday, Jan. 18th at Friendship Village Chesterfield,
Chapel, 15201 Olive Blvd., Chesterfield, MO.

The Chapel is a special place to Sallaine & Phil, who were cornerstone donors. Internment at
Bellerive Gardens Cemetery for the family.
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- UPCHURCH GETS
HEAVY PENALY
FOR POSSESSION

‘Sequence of Record Raid
on ‘White Lightning’
in Court Today.

John Upchurch, charged with pos-
session of whiskey, was sentenced
to 60 days in jail and fined $500 and
in default of fine four months in
jail, by Judge Percy Sandel in Dis-
| trict court this morning. Tom Up-
church, brother of John Upchurch
also charged with possession of
whiskey, failed to appear in court
for trial, and his bond of $750, sec-
ured locally, was forfelted.

Tom and John Upchurch were ar-
rested by Sheriff Coverdale and De-
puty Sheriff Roper on the night of
January 23, following the discovery
of 37 gallons and 23 pints of corn
whiskey in their residence at 1604
Jackson street, Five gallons of the
whiskey were found in a jar in the
dining room of the house and the re-
maining 32 gallons and 23 pints were
found in the bathroom. This was the
largest “white lightning” haul dur-
ing Sheriff Coverdale's tenure of of-
4 fice.
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Upchurches in the News!

UAFA founder, Phil Up-
church, liked to say that family his-
tory was American History. He felt
that the lives of our ancestors were
intertwined with the history of
America. In this month's edition of
Upchurches in the News, the Prohi-
bition Era (1920 - 1933) steps front
and center.

The Eighteenth Amendment, rati-
fied in 1919, had declared the pro-
duction, transport and sale of intoxi-

By Jay Buck

cating liquors illegal (but not
the actual consumption of al-
cohol).

In 1925 Louisiana, brothers
John and Tom Upchurch
found themselves on the wrong
side of the Constitution and
the law.

John and Thomas Upchurch
were descended from the
Charles Upchurch family. Sad-
ly, John would pass away the
following year at the age of 32.
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