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John Pearce born 1766   no XID 

Commentary: Richard Upchurch, III – Head of Clan 
A. Clara Upchurch married John Pearce

Acknowledgements:  The following Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a volunteer 
and tireless contributor, who administers the UAFA center in Cary, NC 

(no number) Upchurch – Ray – Pearce Relationships – From Pages 926, 927, Nail & Ray 
Families, 2nd Edition, 1997 by RPU 26 Jul 2010 [ ] = per RPU 
[X. Nathan Pearce born 9 Jul 1735 (VA) He and wife and children to Moccasin Creel area of NC 
1771) 
P111 Nathan Pearce 

D before 26 March 1796 (when Nancy Peirce, widow of Nathan Peirce, was granted 
her 62 and 1/2 acres of the land to be decided [Franklin Co, NC Will Book B,  
page 36 (ref 3)]) 

M to Nancy --- (maybe Weston) [Nancy Sarah Wester] 
Parents of ?, record of 6 children 
P1111 Stephen Pearce 

B 1756 – 1765 (less than 45 in 1800 Census and more than 45 in 1810  
Census for Franklin Co, NC) 

D in Wake Co, NC 
M to Elizabeth --- 
Parents of 4 children 

P11111 Charlotte Pearce 
M to --- Upchurch [Jubal Upchurch, I] 

P11112 Elizabeth Pearce 
M 19 March 1808 Franklin Co, NC 
To Simion Carpenter 

P11113 Mary Pearce 
M to --- Perry [James Perry, Jr] 

P11114 Cherry Pearce 
M 09 October 1815 Franklin Co, NC 
To Drewry Denton 

P1112 Arthur Pearce 
D before 26 March 1796 (when Nancy Peirce, widow of Arthur Peirce, was  

granted 41 acres for her dower land [Franklin Co, NC Will Book B, page  
36 (ref 3)]) 

M to Nancy --- (see above) 
Parents of 2 children (Philip Pearce was named guardian for these children after  
Arthur’s death) 

P11121 Cordy Pearce 
P11122 Willie Pearce 
[Moses Upchurch took over as guardian 179] 
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P1113 Phillip Pearce (fought in the American Revolutionary War) 2,3 

B 1756 – 1765 (younger than 45 in 1800 Census and more than 45 in 1810  
Census for Franklin Co, NC) 

D ? buried old Bryant Stallings Graveyard, near Moccasin Creek in Franklin  
Co, NC 

M 1778 
To Nancy Bunn 
Parents of 6 children 

P1114 Elizabeth Pearce [Elizabeth Pearce and her husband Thomas Ray had a Moccasin  
Creek, NC heritage but no Upchurch ancestors but her brother married an   
Upchurch] 
B ca 1766 North Carolina 
D 13 November 1844 Shelby Co, IN buried Ray/ Center Cemetery, Shelby  

Co, IN 
M Bond dated 29 March 1783 Franklin Co, NC (Bondsman, Charles   

Upchurch; Witness, J Rice 
To Thomas Ray [R12} (son of William Ray, Sr) 
Parents of 7 children 
For record, see Thomas Ray [R12] 

P1115 John Pearce
B ca 1768 
D 03 January 1845 (age 77) buried Brandywine Center/ Ray Cemetery,  

Shelby Co, IN 
M to Clarissa [tentatively Clara, daughter of Richard Upchurch, III] 
Parents of ?, record of 1 child 
P11151 Martha Pierce 

B 27 Feb 1812 North Carolina 
D 30 January 1896 
M 25 Dec 1832 (Bible record) Shelby Co, IN 
To  Zebedee Ray [R1213] [Son of Hutson [R121] and Margaret  

(Byerly) Ray] 
Parents of 12 children 
For records, see Zebedee Ray [R1213]1

P1116 James Pearce [born about 1758] 
D before 1795 Franklin Co, NC (Guardian account for his children was  

assumed by Phillip Pearce from the former guardian John Martin [Franklin 
Co, NC Will Book C, Page 40] Thomas Ray [R12] was the administrator  
for James Pearce’s estate [Franklin Co, NC Will Book B, Page 19]) 

M to Mary --- (because she received one third of the estate of James Pearce) 
Parents of 5 children (named as orphans, would have been minors in 1795 when  
their father died) 
P11161 Willie (Willis) Pearce 

M 12 November 1823 Wake Co, NC 
To  Sally Hoggwood (Bondsman, John Pierce) 

P11162 Beedy Pearce 
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M 27 Aug 1816 Wake Co, NC 
To  George Bell (Bondsman, Littleberry Horton) 

P11163 Betsy Pearce 
P11164 Penny Pearce 

M 21 March 1811 Wake Co, NC 
To  Littleberry Horton (Bondsman, William Horton) 

P11165 Patsy Pearce [RPU shows she married 10 Sep 1816 (Franklin Co, NC)  
Haley Pearce] 
M 19 December 1821 Wake Co, NC 
To Calvin Nowell (Bondsman, John Nowell) 

1I. William Ray, Sr – had Moccasin Creek land in mid-1700s 
A. William Ray, Jr 

1. John Ray – lived in Chatham Co, NC then in Randolph Co. 
B. Hudson Ray – died in Revolutionary War 

1. Zebedee Ray 
married ( ) Martha Pearce, granddaughter of Richard Upchurch, III 

C. Charles Ray died in Revolutionary War 
D. Thomas Ray – Revolutionary War 

2His son Nathan Pearce, II born 23 May 1787 married (2nd) Susan Upchurch, possible daughter 
of Benjamin Upchurch. 

3His son John Pearce, II born 10 Nov 1787 could be the one who married 1 Dec 1808 (Franklin 
Co, NC) Frances Upchurch. 

(no number) Page 931 of Book – Nail & Ray Families, 2nd Edition, 1997 
RPU Note: Here John Pearce is supporting the petition of his sister Elizabeth (Pearce) Ray, 
widow of Thomas Ray for a Revolutionary War pension. RPU 27 Jul 2010 

I. Richard Upchurch, III – Head of Clan 
A. Clara Upchurch 
married ( ) John Pearce

These two couples married in the Moccasin Creek Area of NC and then moved together to 
Randolph Co, NC before 1820 and then to Shelby Co, IN. 
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(1) Use of the given name John in the Pearce Family of Wake & Franklin Cos, NC 1750 – 1900 
& Upchurch connections. 
I. Nathan Pearce born 1735 ( ) died 1821 (Franklin Co, NC)  
married 1756 ( ) Nancy Wester 

A. Phillip Pearce [one of 4 brothers] born 1787 ( ) died 1812/1834 (Franklin Co, NC) 
XID married Nancy Bunn 
4203  1. *John Pearce born 1787 ( ) died (Franklin Co, NC) (buried Franklin Co, NC) 

married (Franklin Co, NC) Frances Upchurch, daughter of Benjamin Upchurch 
33869  a. John Pearce “Jack” born about 1810 

b. Benjamin Pearce 
33886  i. John H Pearce born about 1853/ 1857 (Franklin Co, NC) 

2. Nathan Pearce born 1783 ( ) died 1867 (Franklin Co, NC) (buried Nathan  
Pearce Cemetery, Franklin Co, NC) 
married (1st) Susan Upchruurch1 born 1790 (Franklin Co, NC) died (Franklin Co,  
NC) – possibly daughter of Benjamin Upchurch 
married (2nd) 1867 (Franklin Co, NC) Mary A Tippett born 1834 

a. Acrel N Pearce born 1814 (Franklin Co, NC) died 1880 (Franklin Co,  
NC) 

4460  i. John Calvin/Clifton Pearce born 1838 (Franklin Co, NC) died  
1924 (Franklin Co, NC) (buried Pearce Church) 
married 1861 (Franklin Co, NC) Lenora Jane Pearce – an   
Upchurch descendant 
ii. Bryant Pearce born 1849 (Franklin Co, NC) 

(I) John Robin Pearce born 1875 ( ) died 1948 ( )  
iii. Doctor Wiley Pearce born 1848 (Franklin Co, NC) died 1930  
(Franklin Co, NC) 

(I) John Walter Pearce born 1876 (Franklin Co, NC) died  
1941 (Franklin Co, NC) 

b. Solomon Pearce, CSA born 1831 (Franklin Co, NC) 
i. William Burrell Pearce/ Robert Burrell Pearce 

(I) John B Pearce born 1887 (Franklin Co, NC) 
married ( ) --- --- Sanford 

c. Burrell Pearce 
i. Robert Pearce born about 1850 

(I) John Valentine Pearce born 1874 (Franklin Co, NC)  
died 1957 (Franklin Co, NC) 
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B. *John Pearce [1 of 4 brothers] born about 1766 ( ) died ( ) Shelby Co, IN 
married ( ) Clara Upchurch, daughter of Richard Upchurch, III 

*[John Pearce born 1787 married Frances Upchurch, daughter of Benjamin Upchurch & John 
Pearce born 1766 married Frances Clara Upchurch, daughter of Richard Upchurch, III BUT to 
which of these 2 marriages does the 1 Dec 1808 marriage of Joh Pearce to Frances Upchurch 
apply – RPU 20 Jul 2007] 

Other Johns in Pearce Family born about: 
John Pearce   1812  Wake Co, NC 
John J Pearce  1837  (Franklin Co, NC), son of Archibald Pearce 1804 
John Pearce   1840  Wake Co, NC, son of John 1812 
John A Pearce  1849 Wake Co, NC 
John H Pearce  1847 Wake Co, NC, son of Berry Pearce 1818 
John Pearce  1858 Wake Co, NC, son of Wesley Pearce 1828 
John A Pearce  1858 Franklin Co, NC, son of Archibald Pearce 1831 
John Pearce  1860 Franklin Co, NC, son of Margaret Pearce 1831 
John Walter Pearce 
(2) Introduction: John Pearce born about 1766 married Clara Upchurch, daughter of Richard 
Upchurch, III 

This biofile is designed to accumulate data on John Pearce born about 1766 who was one 
of four sons of Nathan Pearce born 1735. [A] John Pearce 1766 is clearly the John Pearce who 
married Clara Upchurch the only daughter of Richard Upchurch, III. This couple moved to 
Randolph Co, NC and then on to Shelby Co, IN [Clara = Clara Frances?] 

Care must be taken to avoid confusing John Pearce born 1766 with others in Franklin Co, 
NC by the name of John Pearce – especially [B] John Pearce born 1787 who married Frances 
Upchurch, daughter of Benjamin Upchurch. 
[Note: It is unclear if the 1 Dec 1808 marriage of Frances Upchurch to John Pearce is for [A] or 
[B].] 

(3) Letter 18 May 1975 West to RPU - #27 – Conveyances – Franklin Co, NC 
A. 1801 Moses Upchurch from Phillip, Steven, John and Arther Pearce – for £100 – 300 
acres beginning Oak Mock Branch, up said Branch to a Spanish Oak, west to the Gay’s & 
Daddock Bell’s corner – north to John Perry’s line – east along line to Perry Bass line. 
Witness: Thomas Gay, Jurat: Ann X Pearce, signed – Phillip, Stephen, John X, Arter X Pierce– 
December Session – Oath Thomas Gay Book 3 Page 164 
B. 1796 Moses Upchurch from John Pearce for £48 – 160 acres bounded Spanish Oak, 
Moses Upchurch line – south – Pine Thomas Gay line – west along Gay line to Moses Upchurch 
corner. 
Witness: Phillip Pearce, Jurat, Thomas Pearce – signed John X Pearce December Session s 
1801 Book 3 Page 173 
Note: It appears Moses Upchurch had land in Dunn’s Township Franklin Co, NC and that in 
1796 he added 160 acres and in 1801 300 acres both from Pearce land – so Moses had 460+ 
acres of as 1801. 
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(4) See Page 7 Download in letter 7 Mar 2008 Flora Pauline Upchurch to RPU 
6. Nathan4 Pearce (Nathan3, Phillip2, George1) was born Jul 9, 1735 in VA, and died February 
26, 1821 in Franklin Co, NC. He married Sarah Wester June 24, 1756. 

Notes for Nathan Pearce: 

1st of 12 children – moved to Northampton Co, NC 
Nathan and Sarah had 7 children 5 sons. These 5 
sons in 1771 moved to what was then Bute Co, later Franklin Co, NC and settled on the east side 
of Moccasin Creek. 
Nathan Pearce was No 80 on the Muster Role of Captain James Fason of North Hampton Co, NC 
1721 – 1774 in Colonial Soldiers of the South. 

Children of Nathan Pearce and Sarah Wester are: 
i. Arthur5 Pearce died about 1795, Franklin Co, NC 
ii. Phillip Pearce born July 24, 1758; died Franklin Co, NC 

(family outline continues below) 
iii. Stephan Pearce born before 1756 
iv. James Pearce born about 1758; died Franklin Co, NC 
v. John Pearce born about 1766; died Shelby County, Ind 
vi. Elizabeth Pearce, born about 1767 Franklin Co, NC; died November 13, 1844, Shelby 
County, Indiana 

I. Nathan Pearce, I born 9 Jul 1735 

(5) Per letter 23 Aug 1977 Edythe Tippett to RPU (attachment 9 Mar 77) 
John Pearce was in Randolph Co, NC and gave power of attorney to William Rhea to collect 
from him from estate of Richard Upchurch, Jr [Note: presumption is that John Pearce married a 
daughter of Richard Upchurch, Jr; Buckner Upchurch, son of Richard Upchurch, Jr had moved 
to Randolph Co, NC about that time – RPU] 

See Will File – Franklin Co, NC 1818 Book F 
Division of Land of Richard Upchurch, Jr. John Pearce appears to have married only daughter of 
Richard Upchurch, Jr as John Pearce and wife are listed as receiving a 1/8th share from the estate 
– 28 acres in Franklin Co, NC. No name given for Pearce’s wife. 
[Note that this distribution list fives on Pace person whereas original petition to divide listed a 
John Pace and wife Clara but no Pearce – maybe original Pace name was intended to be Pearce – 
RPU] 

(6) Items from biofile of Patsy Pace – entry 6 Nov 1987 
A. Franklin Co, NC Will Book F, Page 24, 1817 
At the sale of the estate of Richard Upchurch, III, 6 of his 8 children were present and bought 
items. There is no evidence in this listing that the daughter who married John Pearce was 
present. However, the records do show that John Pearce and wife got land from the estate. 
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(7) See Page 26 of 2 Feb 1978 letter Elna E Burkhalter to RPU 
A. Brinkley Upchurch – 1815 – 1817, Page 120. Division of Lands of Richard Upchurch to John 
Pearce and wife, Sion (M), Barkley, Larkins, Briton, James, Clabon, Buckner, Page 23 – Sales of 
Richard’s estate to Sooky, Buckner, Briton, Berkley, Sion, (Adm), Jubal, Clabon, Abel, James, 
Brinkly (believe Brinkley to be a misspelling of the name Berkeley or Berkly) A M. 

(8) See Will File for petition Dec 1817 Franklin Co, NC to divide land of late Richard Upchurch, 
Jr. Names Clara or daughter of Richard Upchurch, Jr and her husband, John Pearce. The 350 
acres are to be divided or said to be next to lands of John Pace. 
(John Pace = John Pearce). 

(9) Franklin Co, NC – Will Book F – Bradley Page 55 
445-(120) Division of lands of Richd Upchurch, dec’d. Legatees were John Pearce & wife, Sion 
Upchurch, Berkly Upchurch, Larkin Upchurch, Briton Upchurch, James Upchurch, Buckner 
Upchurch, Clabon Upchurch. Commissioners: Wm. Harrison, J. Perry, Thos Dunn. June Court 
1818. 

(10) 
Deed:  obtained by RPU and 
Franklin Co, NC John Lee Upchurch, Jr on 
15 Jan 1794  15 Oct 1990 
Deed Book 10 Page 164 [not found in Reference 41] 

Philip Pearce [Phillip]  Arther 
Steven [Stephen] Pearce to [Arthur] 
John Pearce Pearce 
47 Acres – Spring Branch 
Adjoins:  Moses Upchurch 

John Pearce 
Witness:  Moses Upchurch, Thomas Gay 
June Court 1795 
[Note: The dates would fit for this John Pearce to be John Pearce born about 1766 – RPU 30 Jul 
2007] 

(11) John Pearce of Randolph Co, NC appointed William Rhea of Wake Co, NC as his attorney 
to recover from the estate of Richard Upchurch [III], deceased, for whom Sion Upchurch, is 
administrator 8 Sep 1818. Franklin Co, NC Deed Book 17 Page 360 (41, Page 112). 

(12) Franklin Co, NC – Will Book F – Bradley – Page 59 
479-(140) Inventory of property of Richard Upchurch dec’d. sold by Sion Upchurch admr 12 
Dec 1817. Legatees were John Pearce, Buckner Upchurch, Sion Upchurch, Briton Upchurch, 
Clabourn Upchurch, Burkly Upchurch. Buyers were Green L. Perry, Benjamin Bolten, John 
Carpenter, Merritt Ingram, Ky Massey, Nathan Pearce, Jesse Denkins, Sherrod B. Martin, John 
Bolton. 
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(13) Re: The marriage on 1 Dec 1808 (Franklin Co, NC) of Frances Upchurch to John Pearce 
As of 30 Jul 2007 I am unable to determine to which of the two following marriages this 

record applies (RPU). 
Nephew: John Pearce born 1787 married ( )  Frances Upchurch, daughter of Benjamin Upchurch 
Uncle: John Pearce born 1766 married ( ) Clara Upchurch [AKA Clara Frances Upchurch], 
daughter of Richard Upchurch, III. 

If the 1808 marriage was for John Pearce born 1787 he would have been marrying at age 21 
which is OK for a first marriage. 
If the 1808 marriage was for John Pearce born 1766 he would have been marrying at age 42 
which makes it likely that it was a 2nd marriage for him. 

More research on the children of the two marriages may shed some light on the matter. 
Unrelated to the above issue is a 3rd Frances Upchurch born about 1807 who married (Wake Co, 
NC) Blake Baker. There is conflicting evidence as to whether she was Frances Upchurch, 
daughter of Jubal Upchurch or Mrs Frances Upchurch, widow of Williford Upchurch, son of 
James Upchurch, VII and grandson of Richard Upchurch, III. 
Per attachment #29 West letter 18 May 1975 – Franklin Co, NC Marriage Bonds 
Frances Upchurch married John Pearce 1 Dec 1808 – Bondsman and Witness = Nathan Pearce. 

See letter 10 Jul 1980 Elna Era Burkhalter to RPU 
Page 14 – Clara Frances Upchurch born 1795, daughter of Richard Upchurch, Jr [III] married 1 
Dec 1808 John Pearce. Witness = Nathan Pearce. 

(no number) Relevance of attached article “Genealogy: New Ancestors for Elizabeth Pearce, 
wife of Thomas Ray” – from Nail – Ray Newsletter, February, 2018: Notes of RPU 25 Mar 
2018: [Document filed with biofile of Elizabeth (Pearce) Ray 
This excellent research gives new evidence re” the third wife of Robert Pitt whom he married in 
England on 2 Jun 1928 – Her name Elizabeth Tomlinson – the 3rd of his 3 wives. A sketch of the 
descendancy: 

1. Robert Pitt married (3rd) Martha Tomlinson 

not  2. Hester Pitt 
known  
to 3. Hester Bridges 
have been  
in NC  4. Patience Williamson 

5. Ann Exum 

6. Ann Westray married Nathan Pearce – Pioneer settler Franklin Co, NC 
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The heritage of a. Elizabeth Pearce  These two 
these 2 shown  married ( ) Thomas Ray couples 
as 1  6 has  b. John Pearce moved to 
Upchurch married ( ) Clara Upchurch  Shelby Co, IN 
relevance in  daughter of Richard  
that the line established Upchurch, III 
is pertinent to the  
heritage of the children  
of John and Clara. 

(no number) Excerpt from notes of RPU NC visit 9-23 Oct 2007 – Page 27 Visit to Benny 
Laster Perry on 17 Oct 2007 – input from him. 
13. Gay land – landlocked but always had access 
14. Privette land – owner of 13 and 15 married sister Minta & Nettie 
15. Land of John Pearce 
16. Land of Jacob Pearce and before him Acril Pearce 
17. Old Baker Farm  James Perdue and then divided 
18. Arnold land – owned by the widow and 2 children 
19. Wesley B Perry Cemetery (died in Civil War – VA) 
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(no number) Item on an attachment to an email 30 Apr 2010 Janet Lynn Morgan to RPU – 
Descendancy Chart for John Pearce born 1766 (NC) who married (2nd) about 1790 to Clara 
Upchurch presumed, daughter of Richard Upchurch, III. The children born to Clara 1796, 1812, 
1816 all belong to the Robert Upchurch, III Clara Upchurch Sub-clan – These sheets yet to be 
extracted as of 1 Aug 2010. 

P1115 John Pearce 

We are certain that John Pearce/ Pierce was Elizabeth Pearce Ray’s 
brother because John gave testimony for her in court for her application for a Revolutionary War 
Pension, as the widow of Thomas Ray. What is more difficult to document is the path that John 
Pearce/ Pierce took from Wake and Franklin Counties in North Carolina to Shelby Co, IN. In 
addition, his daughter Martha married Zebedee Ray [R1213, as son of Huston Ray [R121]. There 
was a John Pearce in Rowan Co, NC, in the 1820 and 1830 Censuses, but he appears to have 
been born in about 1790, which would make him too young. The John Pearce in Randolph Co, 
NC, appears to be part of another Pearce, Pierce family. So, I’m not sure we have located him. 

P1115 John Pearce
B 1766 North Carolina 
D 03 January 1845 (age 77) buried Brandywine Center/ Ray Cemetery,  

Shelby Co, IN (beside his sister Elizabeth Pearce Ray) 
M1 (?) 06 March 1786, Wake Co, NC (bondsman, Isom Sims) 
To Saleh Sims 
M2 about 1790 (?Clara Francis Upchurch, 01 December 1808, Franklin Co, NC) 
To  Clarissa (Clara) --- 

Parents of ?, record of 1 child 
B 14 Oct 1764 
D 04 November 1869 Poweshiek Co, IA 
Parents of ?, record of three 
P11151 Sarah Pierce (Data from Bev Knoll-Hegstrom, Perry, IA, June 2001 email: 

BevHegt@aol.com. In the 1850 Census for Jackson, Johnson Co, MO, Sally and  
Samuel had at least 5 children: Francis A, age 20, born Tennessee; Jacob L or S,  
age 20, born Tennessee; Charles and Pleasant R, both male, age 15, and born  
Missouri; Mary E, age 12, born Missouri; perhaps two more daughters, the wife  
of A G Beard, who was not in the Ferguson household, with children Sarah C  
Beard, age 7, born Missouri, and Wm P beard, age 2 born Missouri; also the wife  
of Samuel Castles, age 33, born Pennsylvania, who was not in the Ferguson  
household, with children Mary L Castles, age 6, born Missouri, and Francis, age  
1, male, born Missouri)  
B  circa 1796 in Franklin or Randolph Co, NC (1850 Census, Jackson,  

Johnson Co, MO) 
D 06 March 1861 Eliza, Mercer Co, IL 
M to Samuel Ferguson 

B circa 1792 Randolph Co, NC 
D 24 Dec 1855 Eliza, Mercer Co, IL 
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P11152 Martha Pierce 
B 27 Feb 1812 North Carolina 
D 30 January 1896 
M 25 Dec 1832 (Bible record) Shelby Co, IN 
To  Zebedee Ray [R1213] [Son of Hutson [R121] and Margaret  

(Byerly) Ray] 
Parents of 12 children 
For records, see Zebedee Ray [R1213] 

P11153 Sion Pierce (Data from Bev Knoll-Hegstrom, Perry, IA, June 2001 email: 
BevHegt@aol.com) 
B 25 February 1812 North Carolina 
D 4 December 1902 Seely Township, Guthrie Co, IA 
M 06 January 1841 Hancock Co, IM 
To Sarah Elin or Ellen Jackson 

B 24 August 1816 in NC 
D 27 December 1900 Seely Township, Guthrie Co, IA 

Parents of 5 children 
Record follows [for child of Sion Pierce, third child of John and Clara Upchurch  
Pierce – CJM 26 Nov 2020] 

Jay, please insert pages 13 through 18 of John Pearce biofile. Thank you much!! 
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(no number) From Book: Nail & Ray Families 2nd Ed – 1997 – Abstracts of Ray & Pearce 
Records examined by Authors Franklin Co, NC Pages 948, 949, 950, 951 
[John Pearce married ( ) Clara Upchurch daughter of Richard Upchurch, III 
The Ray part of the book is about Elizabeth Pearce (sister of John) who married Thomas Ray – 
Revolutionary Soldier. The two couples left the Moccasin Creek area of NC & moved to 
Rutherford Co, NC  Rowan Co, NC  Shelley Co, IN] 

1794 March 15, Deed Book 1, page 272. (repeated) Elisha Strickland of Wake Co., NC, sold 300 
acres on Turkey Creek to William Morgan of Nash Co., NC, for 30 pounds. Bounded: Bryant’s 
corner. Signed Elisha Strickland. Witnesses: Richard Upchurch, John (x) Pearce, and Jonathan 
(x) Upchurch. Proved March Term 1797. (1) 

[RPU Note: This seems to be my first encounter with Jonathan Upchurch. – If he had to be 18 to 
be a witness he would have been born 1776 or earlier – hence possibly a grandson of Richard 
Upchurch, II. – 27 Jul 2010] 

(no number) From Book: Nail and Ray Families 2nd edition – 1997 – Abstracts of Ray and 
Pearce Records examined by Authors, Franklin Co, NC pages 948, 949, 50, 951 
[John Pearce married ( ) Clara Upchurch, daughter of Richard Upchurch III. The Ray part of the 
book is about Elizabeth Pearce (sister of John) who married ( ) Thomas Ray – Rev Soldier. The 
two couples left the Moccasin Creek Area of NC and moved to Rutherford Co, NC  Rowan 
Co, NC  Shelby Co, IN. 
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1794 January 15, Deed Book 10, pg 164. Philip Pearce, Stephen Pearce and John Pearce of 
Franklin Co, NC sold 47a on Spring Branch to Arter Pearce of Franklin Co, NC for 10 pounds. 
Bounded: Moses Upchurch and John Pearce. Sighed Phillip Pearce, Stephen Perce, and John 
Pearce. Witnesses: Moses Upchurch and Thomas Gay. (2) 

RPU Note: 27 Jul 2010 – The four Pearce men are presumably brothers. Siblings James Pearce 
and Elizabeth Pearce not mentioned. All children of Nathan Pearce born 1735 – to Franklin 
County, NC 1771. 

1794 February 14, Deed Book 10, p. 165. Deed 134 Philip Pearce, Steven Pearce, and Arthur 
Pearce of Franklin Co, NC sold 160a to John Pearce of same for 50 pounds. Bounded: Thomas 
Gay and Moses Upchurch. Witnesses: Moses Upchurch and Thomas Gay. (2) 

(no number) From Book: Nail and Ray Families 2nd edition – 1997 – Abstracts of Ray and 
Pearce Records examined by Authors, Randolph Co, NC pages 960 & 962. 

1802 1(?) October, Deed Book 8, Page 344. Deed (Indenture). John Ray bought 91a from 
Jacob Hoover of Randolph Co, NC for $395/00 (?). The land is part of Philip Byerly’s old survey 
on a branch of the Unasee (?). Registered August Term 1803. 

1815 Tax Lists. In Capt Rush’s District Thomas Pierce, Ansel Pierce, John Pierce, (A P and J F 
listed together), John Wray, Thomas Wray, Hutson Wray, IJ W, T W, and H W listed together) 
and James Wray (J W on same page as other Wrays. Pierces are one page earlier). (7) 

(no number) From Book: Nail and Ray Families 2nd edition – 1997 – Abstracts of Ray and 
Pearce Records examined by Authors, Franklin Co, NC pages 948, 949, 50, 951 
[John Pearce married ( ) Clara Upchurch, daughter of Richard Upchurch III. The Ray part of the 
book is about Elizabeth Pearce (sister of John) who married ( ) Thomas Ray – Rev Soldier. The 
two couples left the Moccasin Creek Area of NC and moved to Rutherford Co, NC  Rowan 
Co, NC  Shelby Co, IN. 

1795 November 15, Deed Book 1, Page 233. John Peirce sold 50a on Morris Branch to Jubel 
Upchurch (both of Franklin Co, NC) for £30. Bounded: on Benjamin Arnals’ (sic) line where 
John Peirce formerly lived. Signed John (X) Pierce. Witnesses: John Carpenter, Jurat, and 
Charity (X) Macey. Proved December Term 1795. (1) 

(no records) From Book: Nail and Ray Families 2nd edition – 1997 – Abstracts of Ray and 
Pearce Records examined by Authors, Franklin Co, NC pages 948, 949, 50, 951 
[John Pearce married ( ) Upchurch, daughter of Richard Upchurch III. The Ray part of the book 
is about Elizabeth Pearce (sister of John) who married ( ) Thomas Ray – Rev Soldier. The two 
couples left the Moccasin Creek Area of NC and moved to Rutherford Co, NC  Rowan Co, 
NC  Shelby Co, IN. 
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1794 March Term, County Court Minutes (original), Page 398(?). The Last Will and 
Testament of James Peirce was exhibited and proved by Benjamin Wheeler and Moses 
Upchurch, two of the subscribing witnesses thereto and on MOR and at the same time Thomas 
Ray qualified as executor thereto and returned an inventory of the estate of oath (?work) MOR. 
Ordered that the executor of James Pierce sell such part of the parishable estate as he thinks 
necessary and make report to the next court. 

1794 March 24, Will Book A, Page 174. Sale of estate of James Pirce, dec’d. Buyers on 24 
March 1794 were Mary Pirce, James Sanders, Dread Jones, James Butler, Richard Pirce, and 
John Crawley. Buyers on 20 December 1794 were Mary Pirce, William Parish, Elisha 
Strickland, Adam Barn, John Pirce, James Bud Lee, Benjamin Upchurch, Wille Garris, Daniel 
Bagwell, Joshua Cane, John Martin, Dred Wheeler, Jacob Strickland, Hardy, Griffin, William 
Dunn, James Bolton, Benjamin Wheeler, Philip Pirce, and Charles Upchurch, Thomas (R) Ray, 
Admr. (7) 

1794 March, term, County Court Minutes (original), Page 399(?). Thomas Ray was appointed 
guardian to Beedy Pierce, Betsy Pierce, Penny Pierce, Patsy Pierce, and Willie Pierce, orphans of 
James Pierce, dec’d. Bond was 500 pounds with Richard Upchurch and Benjamin Wheeler, his 
securities. 

(no number) Deed 
Obtained by RPU & John Lee Upchurch, Jr. on 15 Oct 1990 
Franklin Co, NC 15 Mar 1794 
Deed Book 8 page 216 [mentioned in Reference 41 page 23] 
Elisha Strickland to William Morgan 
(of Wake Co, NC)  (of Nash Co, NC) 

[William Morgin] 
300 acres on Turkey Creek in Franklin Co, NC 
Adjoins:  County Line 

--- Bryant 
Witness: Richard Upchurch  

John Pearce 
Kinchen Upchurch 

[Note: The dates would fit for this John Pearce to be John Pearce born about 1766 – RPU 30 Jul 
2007] 

(biofile continues below) 
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(no number) RPU thoughts about tricky Upchurch – Pearce – Ray relations – reference Nail & 
Ray Families 2nd edition and RPU records – by RPU 26 Jul 2010 
I. Nathan Pearce, I born 9 Jul 1735 – He and 5 sons and 1 daughter to Franklin Co, NC – 
Moccasin Creek Area 1775+ 

A. Elizabeth Pearce born about 1767 
Married Thomas Ray born about 1762 
To Randolph Co, NC and then to Shelby Co, IN – Noll Heritage 
B. Philip Pearce born 24 Jul 1754 

1. John Pearce, II born 12 Nov 1789 ( ) died ( ) (Buried Family Cemetery 3 miles  
southwest of Poplar Springs Baptist Church, Franklin Co, NC 
Married ( ) --- --- Upchurch – Possibly the Frances Upchurch who married 1 Dec  
1808 (Franklin Co, NC) John Pearce – She is possibly daughter of Benjamin  
Upchurch. 

C. John Pearce, I born about 1766 ( ) died (Shelby Co, IN) 
Married ( ) Clara Upchurch (Clarice) daughter Richard Upchurch, III 

There seems to be little doubt that John Pearce who lived close to his sister Elizabeth 
(Pearce) Ray in Randolph Co, NC was the John who married the only daughter of Richard 
Upchurch, III who died intestate in Franklin Co, NC in 1816. His son-in-law John Pearce and his 
wife drew lot #1 of 28 acres (need to find where John sold this.) A clincher is that John Pearce in 
Randolph Co, NC appointed William Rhea in Franklin Co, NC to recover his right to a portion of 
the estate of Richard Upchurch, III. 

The records from IN show the wife of John Pearce born 1766 was “Clarise” hence Clara. 

The children of Richard Upchurch, III were born from 1774 to 1795 with a daughter born 
in 1793. Richard Upchurch, III married 2nd 14 Sep 1796 (Franklin Co, NC). His young sons 
show up in his home on the 1800 census but no young daughter born 1793. Perhaps she was 
staying with relatives.?? 

In the 1790 – 1810 era it is unlikely you would find a female with the name Clara & 
Frances. 

On balance, I am inclined to say that the 1808 marriage was for John Pearce born 1787 
and Frances Upchurch possible daughter of Benjamin Upchurch – not for John Pearce born 1766 
and Clara Upchurch. 

(no number) Deed: 
Franklin Co, NC 
24 Oct 1799 
Deed Book 3 page 82 
Obtained by RPU & John Lee Upchurch, Jr. on 15 Oct 1990 

(deed description below) 
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William Martin to Robert Parish [Robert Parrish] 
255 acres (355?) 
South side of Tar River & on Waters of  
*Turkey Creek 
*Wolf Harbor Branch 
*Piney Prong 
*Spring Branch 
 * - 4 copies made & placed in Stream File for each stream named 
Adjoining: 
John Pearce --- --- Morgan  County Line  --- --- Massey  
Witnesses:  John Carpenter 

Benjamin Upchurch 
March Term 1807 = proved oath – John Carpenter 
[Note: The dates would fit for this John Pearce to be John Pearce born about 1766 – RPU 30 Jul 
2007] 

(no number) For addition to biofiles of John Pearce born 1766 and Clara Frances Upchurch, 
daughter of Richard Upchurch, III – presumed husband and wife 
A. In letter 23 Apr 2010 RPU wrote to Janet Ross 
“John Pearce born about 1766 married 1808 (Franklin Co, NC) Clara Frances Upchurch. They 
moved to IN. Clara is thought to have been a granddaughter of Richard Upchurch, II.” 
B. Email 26 Apr 2010 = Janet Ross to RPU 

Dear Phil, 

[Names included: John Pearce, John Pierce, Clara Frances Upchurch, Selah Sims, Clara 
Upchurch, Clarissa Upchurch, Martha Pearce, Sion Pearce, Sarah Pearce, Bev Knoll-Hegstrom, 
Bethany Roberts, Carol Masse, Martha Peirce, Zebedee Ray, Thomas Ray – CJM 26 Nov 2020] 



24 

C. Email 30 Apr 2010 – RPU to Janet 

[Names included: John Pearce, Richard Upchurch, II, Clara Frances Upchurch, Frances A 
Upchurch, Frances Upchurch, Benjamin Upchurch, Richard Upchurch, III, Nathan Pearce, 
Elizabeth Pearce, Thomas Ray, John Pearce, II, Phillip Pearce – CJM 26 Nov 2020] 

(biofile continues below) 
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(no number) From Mail-Ray Association Newsletter – Sep 2011 – RPU 16 Nov 2011 

Pearce Family. Elizabeth Pearce and Thomas Ray were married in 1783, Franklin Co, NC. 
Ellizabeth was born about 1764 NC, died 1844 Shelby Co, IN. She was the mother of seven 
children: Hutson, James, Gilly, Susannah, Martha, Sarah, Chaney. Elizabeth was a daughter of 
Nathan Pearce and Ann Westray, who were married about 1752, Isle of Wight Co, VA (IoW, 
VA). Nathan was born before 1725 (21 years before 1746 first land record) died before 26 Mar 
1796, Franklin Co, NC. Nathan was a son of Phillip Pearce and Sarah (---). Phillip was born 
before 1663 (21 years before 1684 first record; gift of land from father: died 1728 IoW, VA. 
Phillip was a son of George Pearce and Anne (---). George was born before 1648 (21 years 
before first record as Nansemond Smith, 1669) died before 09 Apr 1795 IoW, VA. George was 
possibly a son or brother of John Pearce born before 1645 (21 years before 1666 records). 
George Pearce received four patents, totaling 3100 acres; one in 1674 for 2100 acres, on in 1681 
for 2500 acres (including the 2100 acres in the 1674 patent plus an additional 400 acres), another 
one in 1681 for another 400 acres, and one in 1701 for 200 acres. 
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(1) Per attachment #27B West Letter 18 May 1975 – Conveyances – Franklin Co, NC 
“1795 Jubal Upchurch from John Pierce – £30 – 50 acres – lying Manwie’s branch on 
Bridger Arnals line, plantation on which John Pierce formerly lived. Witness – John 
Carpenter, Jurat Charley X Mosey – signed John Pierce – Dec Ct 1795 Book 8 Page 
176.” 

(2) Per Attachment #24 West Letter 18 May 1975 – Conveyances – Franklin Co, NC 
A. “1795  Jubal Upchurch from John Pierce  Book A Page 233” 
B. “1799  Richard Upchurch from John Pierce  Book 9 Page 104” 

(no number) Extract of Elizabeth Pearce born about 1767 (Franklin Co, NC) Application for 
Pension based on service of husband, Thomas Ray born about 1762 (Wake Co, NC) service in 
Revolution. Copy of 4-page application placed in biofiles of Elizabeth & Thomas in Ray Family 
File – Revolution.  

On 9 May 1842 Elizabeth at age 75 or 76 living in Addickes Township, Shelby Co, In 
with son James and Hudson gives testimony to support her application. In 1842 6 of 7 children 
living. She married Tomas early 1782 at age 16 by Tanner Alford. They moved to Randolph Co, 
NC then to Rowan Co, NC then in 1822 to Indiana. 

Thomas lived on his father’s (William Ray, Sr) large farm in Wake Co, NC on Moccasin 
Creek. Elizabeth lived just across creek with her father [Nathan Pearce, I born 9 Jul 1735]. 
Starting in 1799 Thomas served 5 three -month enlistments one of which was as a substitute for 
Jacob Wheeler. Charles and Hudson, brothers of Thomas, died in service. Others who served: 
John Segraves Sr John Seagraves, Jr Daniel Ray 
Jesse Bun [Bunn]  John Pearce  William Wheeler 
Philbert Pearce John Sanders  Thomas Sanders 
Alexander Tomblin  Anderson Nunnery Richard Pearce 
James Place  Joseph Parr [Perry] 
On 18 May 1842 John Pierce, brother of Elizabeth added more names of those who served: 
Shadrack Medlin John Rainwater Roger Craig 
Anderson Jackson  John Martin  Starling Cooper 

(no number) Added inputs from Janet (Morgan)Ross re: the Franklin Co, NC couples who 
moved from Franklin Co, NC to Indiana – email to RPU 14 Mar 2017 – A = 8:55 am; B = 10:39 
am. 
A. 

B. 
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I. Nathan Pearce 1725 – 1796 
A. Elizabeth Pearce married Thomas Ray 

1. Hudson Ray 
a. Zebedee Ray 

B. John Pearce 
married ( ) Clara/ Clarissa Upchurch – presumed daughter of Richard Upchurch, III 

1. Martha Pearce 
married ( ) Zebedee Ray 

a. A candidate son lived near Shelby Co, IN and his mother was Clarissa  
and she was nee Jones. 


