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O n page 10 of the January 21, 2021 

edition of FOOTPRINTS, Carla 

Michaels introduced readers to 

the UAFA Biofile 

transcription pro-

ject…. 

Our founder Phil 

Upchurch had a vi-

sion of transcribing 

the Biofiles of the 22 

Clan Heads, their 

children, grandchil-

dren and all the 

spouses. These Bio-

files represent colo-

nial era Upchurch 

families and two ad-

ditional generations, 

and the records con-

tained in the Biofiles include infor-

mation that is sometimes not digitized 

online or available online. Phil also 

included analyses of relationships and 

tricky genealogical questions which 

could help researchers break through 

brick walls. His record keep-

ing was amazing and 

transcribing these 

documents will make 

the Biofiles more 

readily available to the 

researching public. 

Each transcribed Bio-

file has its own URL, 

meaning it can be 

more easily picked up 

bysearch engines. 

There are upwards of 

1000 Biofiles to tran-

scribe! 

Today, it is with pleas-

ure that UAFA can 

now announce that our website, al-

liedfamilies.com, provides access to the 

Biofiles of 19 of the 22 Upchurch clans.  

Continued on page 3 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Happy Fall Greetings 

to our UAFA Friends 

and Family! 

I received a thoughtful letter 

from one of our members, a 

fellow researcher and genealo-

gist that I’ll share with you.  

Sep 16, 2022, 5:42 AM            

Cindy 

I really enjoy reading the out-

standing newsletters and I think 

you are doing awesome job as 

editor. 

However this latest issue was in 

my opinion a little too much 

over the top expressing your 

gushing love of Facebook. 

I do want to pass on my view as 

an old curmudgeon who chooses 

not to use any social media that 

I have specific strong distrust of 

Mark Zuckerberg and others 

with his kind of agenda which I 

do not support. 

I think family-oriented non-

profit organizations like Up-

church & Allied families should 

not overtly promote any social 

media with political agenda. 

Claude Medlin 

UAFA Biofile Transcription Project 

L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  

UAFA National Home Office | 1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120 | Cary, NC 27511 -4594 

 

By Jay C. Buck 

Continued on page 2             

Letter to the Editor 

Carla Michaels & Dr. Phil Upchurch 
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UPCHURCH & ALLIED 

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  

 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 
Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library 
in Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

UAFA Tree Masters: 

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch 
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net  

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry 
sdterry@ncsu.edu  

Upchurch & Allied   

Families on Facebook 

 

Dr. David Thomas Upchurch, GA 

President 
 

Woody H Yates, MBA, CPM - NC 

Vice President 
 

Debra Upchurch Heck, MO 

Treasurer/Secretary 
 

Carla Michaels, Cary, NC 

Director 
 

Nancy-Blair Upchurch Ariano, GA 

Director 
 

Staley C. Smith, Apex, NC 

Director 
 

Linda Upchurch Sparks, TN  

Director 
 

Michael R. Upchurch, Raleigh, NC 

Director 
 

Dr. Stephen Terry, NC 

Director 
 

Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC 

Director 
 

Jay C. Buck, Chesterfield, MO 

Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

 

Over 35 videos 

featuring Phil 

Upchurch tell-

ing family sto-

ries, along with 

UAFA Presi-

dent, Dr. Tom 

Upchurch.   These are available and 

FREE. Go to https:// www.youtube.com  

After opening YouTube, enter 

“Upchurch and Allied Families” 

into the search box. This will 

open the UAFA channel and  

display the videos.  

 

 

Become a volunteer!  

Contact UAFA today and let them 

know of your skills and availabil-

ity. They will help you to deter-

mine where your skills will be best 

utilized and may even design a 

custom role for you.  

Dear Claude, 

I sincerely thank you for your com-
ments.  I understand what you are saying 
and perhaps you are right.  I wrote that 
article 2 years ago and in the meantime a 
lot has happened with respect to Mark 
Zuckerberg, especially the way he's altered 
our freedom of speech and denied the 
then President of the United States of 
America the right to express himself on 
social media. That was and still is very 
disturbing.  Yet, the article isn’t about Mr. 
Zuckerberg. It’s about the generous and 
kind people on Facebook, offering their 
free services and knowledge to our com-
mon interests.  

Best regards, 

Cindy                                                          
UAFA Newsletter Coordinator, Editor 

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

L e t t e r  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  

Cindy, 
 
Thank you for the reply. 
Thank you for accepting my comments in 
the spirit that was intended.  
I totally concur that the article was not 
about Zuckerberg which I never stated 
but in my view the biased article was pro-
moting use of Facebook. 
I still find it inappropriate for non-profit 
organizations like UAFA to promote any 
specific social media organization but 
especially one with the politically biased 
agenda of Facebook.  
Once again from my view devoting 3 out 
of 4 pages of the newsletter to an article 
promoting use of Facebook social media 
was unwarranted and inappropriate. 
Keep up the great work but I suggest that 
you tone down the biased endorsement of 
any social media. 
 
Claude 

Continued from Page 1 

https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
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Continued from Page 1 

By clicking on the resources tab, a drop-

down menu will allow you to access a 

family tree with links to the individual 

Biofiles of the clan heads, their children 

and grandchildren and spouses.  

It turns out that over 1700 Biofiles were 

transcribed by our volunteers.  

UAFA would like to thank Carla 

Michaels and the following volunteers 

for all their hard work: 

Chris Monteleon 

Kendal Rasor 

Roger Montague 

Barbara Frost 

Judy Newman 

Michael Lynn Upchurch 

Terri Burns 

Kathryn Finley 

Ginger Sisney 

Hope Blackford 

Judy Rysdon 

Becky Bradley 

Sarah Watson 

William H. “Bill” Gates 

Rachel Shaw 

Nancy Saul 

Marilyn Butler 

Larry Grizzle 

Alice Kirn 

Mike R. Upchurch 

Sean Alan Upchurch 

Teresa Churchill 

Warren Harvey 

 

 

 

                     

Congratulations to Upchurch and Allied 

Families newest Board Member, Jay C. 

Buck.  Jay hails from St. Louis, MO and 

holds the important job of Office Manager 

and Webmaster for UAFA.  

Jay is a skilled researcher and retired after 

30 years teaching American History and 

US Government.   

Jay C. Buck 

UAFA Biofile Transcription Project 



 October 5, 2022 

I  am proud to report that work 
continues in UAFA’s Upchurch 

trees.  Many thanks to all of who are 
dedicated to making your contribu-
tion to our joint efforts.   

Noteworthy this quarter is the work 
Julie Upchurch is doing in the Wil-
liam VI tree.  Julie is not a member 
of William VI’s family, but she has 
an interest in it and a willingness to 
give it some love.  Thank you, Julie! 

Something else I have to mention is 
the completion of the project to tran-
scribe all of Phil’s “biofiles”—his re-
search notes—of the Clan heads, 
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their spouses, children and grandchil-
dren and their spouses.  Carla 
Michaels, with the help of a team of 
volunteers, has delivered on a promise 
she made to Phil to see this project 
through to completion.  It has taken 
several years, but it is now finished.  If 
you have even seen any of Phil’s bio-
files you know that they are full of de-
tails, including his rationale of coming 
to conclusions and/or questions/
uncertainties he had.  Right now I am 
in the process of adding those tran-
scribed files to the appropriate people 
in the Ancestry trees. Imagine 50 years 
from now what a treasure trove those 
files will be to researchers who come 
across them.   

On Facebook! 

Join Us! 

 

Thanks again to all who are making 
valuable contributions.  As Phil said 
many times, 

For the Cause, 

Linda  
Linda Upchurch Sparks              
UAFA Upchurch Tree Master Coordinator 

UAFA Treemaster Quarterly Report from Linda Upchurch Sparks 

 Theme In Yellow 
  By Carl Sandburg  

 I spot the hills 
With yellow balls in autumn. 
I light the prairie cornfields 
Orange and tawny gold clusters 
And I am called pumpkins. 
On the last of October 
When dusk is fallen 
Children join hands 

 

And circle round me 
Singing ghost songs 
And love to the harvest moon; 
I am a jack-o’-lantern 
With terrible teeth 
And the children know 
I am fooling. 

Carl August Sandberg · Born January 6, 1878 · Galesburg, Illinois.        
Died July 22, 1967 (aged 89) · Flat Rock, North Carolina  

Additions to Upchurch Clan Trees Since 2019 

A short summery of the past quar-
ter’s activity is included below but 
the arrow points to the bottom line—
the addition of thousands of people, 
sources and media, photos, etc. by 
UAFA Volunteers — added to our big 
American Upchurch Index Tree since 
6/10/2019!        –Editor 


