
November 15 ,  2025  

UA   FA 

  

From the Editor   1 
              

Help Preserve Our Up-
church and Allied Families 
Legacies for Future Genera-
tions!   1 

  

UAFA News, Information 
and Links  2      
                                                             

Upchurches in the News by 
Jay Buck  3 

 

Memories of Gilbert Rivers 
Upchurch, DDS 
1936~2025 (age 89)  4 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Happy Thanksgiving 

UPCHURCH & ALLIED FAMILIES ASSOC. 

D ear Upchurch and Allied Families and Friends: 

As this year draws to a close, we take time to reflect with gratitude on the 
legacy we share — families bound by history, heritage, and heart. The Up-

church and Allied Families Association (UAFA) exists because of your dedication 
to preserving our (your) story, connecting 
our generations, and celebrating the lives 
of those who came before us. 

Each year, your support helps UAFA: 

Maintain and expand our family his-
torical archives and genealogy records, 

Publish and distribute our monthly 
newsletter, 

Honor our ancestors through historical 
research, memorials, and preservation 
projects. 

We also use funding to support our Cary, 
NC office that serves as a research center, 
historical artifact preservation site, and 
gathering place. 

But to continue this important 
work, we need your help before the 
year ends. 

Your tax-deductible gift — whether $25, 
$50, $100, or more — will ensure UAFA 
continues to serve as a living link between 
the past and the future. Every contribu-
tion, large or small, makes a meaningful 
difference in helping us preserve family 
documents, record oral histories, and keep 
the UAFA stories alive for generations yet 
to come. 

As we look forward to the coming year, 
we’re excited about upcoming projects, including: 

Expanding our digital archives to make family history more accessible, 

Developing new ways to connect younger generations with their roots, and 

Planning a future UAFA Reunion — a celebration of faith, family, and heritage. 

Please take a moment today to make your year-end contribution. Together, we can 
continue to honor those who came before us — and invest in those who will follow. 

You can give online, or mail 
your gift to: 

Upchurch and Allied Families Asso-
ciation (UAFA) 
16 Conway Cove Drive                   
Chesterfield, MO 63017 

On behalf of the UAFA Board, thank 
you for being part of this remarkable 
effort! May your holiday season be 
filled with joy, gratitude, and bless-
ings. 

With appreciation and family pride, 

Dr. Tom Upchurch 

President, Upchurch and Allied 
Families Association 

UAFA National Home Office | 1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120 | Cary, NC 27511 -4594 

Help Preserve Our Upchurch and Allied 
Families Legacies for Future Generations! 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Jay Buck 

Upchurch and Allied Families 

Association 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 

Veterans Day is an im-

portant day for us to ob-

serve, as it is a time to 

honor and remember 

those who have served our 

country through the 

Armed Forces.  
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UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

BOARD MEMBER RESUMES 

Upchurch and Allied Families 

—  A resource for linking,  

preserving, and supporting 

family history.  

UPCHURCH & ALLIED 

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  

jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  
  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        

UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  
 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 

Italia19@aol.com 
 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library in 

Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

Family Trees In Ancestry.com: 

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch Fam-

ily Trees (Upchurch Clans) — contact 

Linda Upchurch Sparks                      

lusparks@eplus.net          

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees 

(Families closely associated with Up-

churches) - Contact Dr. Steve Terry for 

information — sdterry@ncsu.edu  Join UAFA 
Upchurch & Allied Families 

on Facebook 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.docx?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
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 M rs. Grady Littleton Upchurch 

(Boleta Sanders) chose to cel-

ebrate Thanksgiving a few 

days early in 1953. She and her daugh-

ter, Mrs. Sam Dee (Emma Louise Up-

church) hosted their family members on 

Sunday prior to the official holiday in 

Hominy, Osage County, Oklahoma. It 

appears that this day was chosen to al-

low all members of the family, including 

Lloyd “Buck” Upchurch who was a 

member of the US Navy, to attend. 

 

Grady Littleton Upchurch was a son of 

Joseph Wesley Upchurch and his sec-

ond wife, Martha Evelyn Bell. This 1888 

marriage would produce nine children 

in all. Prior to this union, Joseph Wesley 

and his first wife Sarina Ellen Pearcy 

(1858 – 1887) saw the arrival of seven 

children. These two marriages thus saw 

Joseph Wesley as the father of 16 Up-

church children. 

 

Sometime after 1900, Joseph Wesley 

and Martha Bell Upchurch moved from 

Wayne County, Kentucky to Oklahoma.  

Grady Littleton was their seventh child, 

born in 1903, and the first to be born in 

Osage County, Oklahoma. 

 

This line of the Upchurch family is part 

of the George/Shadrack subclan. 

George Upchurch was the 

head of Upchurch clan #5. 

 

 

 

Upchurches in the News 
Upchurch and Allied Families Assoc. 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 

Jay 

 

 

    Lloyd "Buck" Upchurch
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Gilbert Rivers Upchurch, DDS 

Gilbert Rivers Upchurch was born in 
Clinton, NC on February 27, 1936, and 
passed away on October 30, 2025, at 
his home in Reidsville, NC surround-
ed by love.   

Rivers grew up in Smithfield, NC 
where he earned his Eagle Scout and 
enjoyed all sports, especially football 
and fishing, and working for his father 
at Upchurch Pharmacy. After graduat-
ing from Smithfield High School in 
1954, he attended the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He met 
the love of his life at the front door of 
the ATO house in 1956 when she ap-
peared in a red raincoat with a beauti-
ful smile. He graduated with his BA in 
History in 1958, and one week later 
married Mary Anne Bass on June 14, 
1958, at St. Philip’s Church in 
Durham. They were married for 65 
years. 

They first made a home in Chapel Hill 
where he completed Dental School 
prior to the family moving to Camp 
Lejeune, NC where Rivers was a Naval 
officer attached to the Fleet Marine 
Force. He served in the Dental Corps 
from 1962 to 1964, which included 
being a part of the “first deployed if 

needed” during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. In 1964, they moved to 
Reidsville to start a dental practice 
and to raise two children. He was a 
beloved dentist for 42 years and his 
dedicated staff and patients became 
long-time friends. 

Rivers could tell a good story – 
mostly the “long versions.” He stayed 
active in community affairs for many 
years, including serving on the local 
Board of Directors for First Federal 
Savings and then First Citizens Bank 
for a total of 30 years. He was on the 
Board for the Reidsville Soup Kitch-
en and the Family Life Center. He 
loved working at the Outreach Cen-
ter and he and Mary Anne also deliv-
ered for Meals on Wheels. When 
asked late in life, what he was doing 
to be helpful at the Food Pantry be-
cause he couldn’t carry groceries an-

ymore, he remarked “I am here giving 
free advice!”. He was very proud of his 
pro-bono dental work in the early days 
of the Free Clinic of Rockingham Coun-
ty and joined others to create the 
Reidsville Soup Kitchen, where he de-
lighted being Santa at Christmas. 

He was a dedicated member of First 
Baptist Church Reidsville. He was the 
Baraca/Brande Men’s Sunday School 
teacher for 30 years and was a Biblical 
scholar. He also enjoyed membership 
with the Kiwanis Club, the Reidsville 
Elks Lodge, and Pennrose Park Country 
Club. He was a lifelong Rams Club 
member rooting for the Tarheels. 

He was predeceased by his wife and his 
parents: Mary Anne Bass Upchurch, 
Malcolm Thurston (Bill) Upchurch and 
Johnsie Eugenia Rivers (Johnnie Jean) 
Upchurch, his brother Malcolm 
Thurston (Billy) Upchurch, Jr and his 
wife Nancy, and In-laws Jack S. 
Daughtry and Arch L. and Betty S. Bass 
and a cousin Stuart Upchurch Buice. 
He is survived by two children: Gilbert 
Rivers (Gib) Upchurch, Jr. of Gaines-
ville, FL, and Eugenia Anne (Gina) Up-
church of Durham, NC. He was so 

proud of them and Gib’s family: 
wife (Nancy McFarland Up-
church) and three grandsons 
(Gilbert Rivers Upchurch, III – 
and wife – Morgan of Beckley, 
WV; Malcolm Walker Upchurch of 
Washington, DC, and Joseph 
Hartwell Upchurch of Los Ange-
les, CA). He is also survived by his 
beloved sister – Eugenia Elizabeth 
(Geanie) Daughtry of Florence, SC 
and cousins Elaine Crumpler Can-
non, and John and Bill Overton 
along with many wonderful nieces 
and nephews who gathered at Li-
tchfield Beach, SC for summer fun 
with “Papa No-No.” 

The family thanks so many for the 
tender loving care shown to Rivers 
over the last few years, including 
many neighbors and long-time 
friends. Mercedes Hernandez is an 
angel, and she assembled a loving 
team with Margaret Wright, 
America Hernandez, and Cecil 
Cottrell. They made it possible for 
him to remain in his home until 
his death. 

Obituary 

Tribute Wall 

Gilbert Rivers Upchurch, 
DDS,  was a member of the Na-
than Upchurch Clan #3.  

February 27, 1936 ~ October 30, 2025 (age 89)  

UAFA Board Member Mike Upchurch passed this information to Jay.

https://www.cittyfh.com/obituary/Gilbert-UpchurchDDS#tributewall
https://www.cittyfh.com/obituary/Gilbert-UpchurchDDS#tributewall
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