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FROM THE EDITOR 

Continued on page 3 

IN THIS ISSUE 

I am honored to be able to write 

you another newsletter and on 

behalf of Upchurch & Allied 

Families we wish you all a 

blessed holiday season! 

My email last month contained 

a wonderful message from a 

UAFA subscriber/member/

author!  I received permission to 

print her story—-of her hus-

bands UPCHURCH ancestors 

from Tennessee.  The 3 woman 

she writes about are connected 

to UAFA Clan 9 —William Up-

church IV.  I am very happy to 

be able to share it with you! 

Thank you Dixie Gill Hickey.  

These 3 women are also part of 

the genealogy line of our UAFA 

President Dr. Tom Upchurch.  

If you have the privilege of 

speaking with older relatives 

this holiday season, please con-

sider some suggestions:  1) 

Write down family stories so 

they are not lost.  2) Record 

your thoughts and experiences 

for future generations. 3) Inter-

view a relative or grandparent 

via phone, FaceTime or Skype. 

UAFA National Home Office | 1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120 | Cary, NC 27511 -4594 

The following information was written and published in Legacies of Our Great 

Grand Mothers – Early Tennessee Women, Volume I by Dixie Gill Hickey.  Eliza-

beth “Betsy” Hawkins Upchurch was the fourth great-grandmother of her hus-

band, Robert Franklin Hickey. 

 

N amed in honor of American Patriot Patrick Henry, Henry County, 
Tennessee, was created by the Tennessee General assembly on 07 

November 1821 from Chickasaw Indian Lands.  It lies in west Tennessee on the 
Kentucky border.  Soon after its formation Henry County became a gateway for 
pioneer settlers of west Tennessee and beyond.1,2  

 The Upchurch family is first located in Henry County, Tennessee, when 
John Upchurch and his wife Elizabeth “Betsy” Hawkins moved from North Car-
olina prior to 1830.  John Upchurch was married to Elizabeth “Betsy” Hawkins 
in 1800 in South Carolina.3  John is listed on the 18004 and 18105 Granville 
County, North Carolina census records and in the 18306 and 18407 Henry Coun-
ty, Tennessee census as Head of Household.   

Elizabeth “Betsy” Hawkins  
1772-1852 

Jennetta House  
1807-1877 

Celia Elizabeth Upchurch  
1833-1886 
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FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  

 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 
Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library 
in Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

UAFA Tree Masters: 

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch 
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net  

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry 
sdterry@ncsu.edu  

 

Upchurch & Allied   

Families on Facebook 

 

Dr. David Thomas Upchurch, GA 

President 
 

Woody H Yates, MBA, CPM - NC 

Vice President 
 

Debra Upchurch Heck, MO 

Treasurer/Secretary 
 

Carla Michaels, Cary, NC 

Director 
 

Nancy-Blair Upchurch Ariano, GA 

Director 
 

Staley C. Smith, Apex, NC 

Director 
 

Linda Upchurch Sparks, TN  

Director 
 

Michael R. Upchurch, Raleigh, NC 

Director 
 

Dr. Stephen Terry, NC 

Director 
 

Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC 

Director 
 

Jay C. Buck, Chesterfield, MO 

Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

 

Over 35 videos 

featuring Phil 

Upchurch tell-

ing family sto-

ries, along with 

UAFA Presi-

dent, Dr. Tom 

Upchurch.   These are available and 

FREE. Go to https:// www.youtube.com  

After opening YouTube, enter 

“Upchurch and Allied Families” 

into the search box. This will 

open the UAFA channel and  

display the videos.  

 

 

Become a volunteer!  

Contact UAFA today and let them 

know of your skills and availabil-

ity. They will help you to deter-

mine where your skills will be best 

utilized and may even design a 

custom role for you.  

 

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

Happy Thanksgiving Y’all!!! Noble 

Upchurch —Port Saint Lucie, USA 

https://www.redbubble.com/people/nobler/works/9640948-happy-thanksgiving-yall
https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.redbubble.com/people/nobler/works/9640948-happy-thanksgiving-yall
https://www.redbubble.com/people/nobler/works/9640948-happy-thanksgiving-yall
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 John Upchurch was born in 1776 in 
North Carolina8 and died 27 Oct 1854 in Henry County, 
Tennessee. 8, 23  His wife Elizabeth Hawkins was born in 
1772 in South Carolina8 and died 19 Dec 1852 in Henry 
County, Tennessee, 8,21 and was the daughter of William 
and Sarah Hawkins. 13 Both John and Elizabeth Up-
church are found in the 1850 Federal Census of Henry 
County, Tennessee, 10 where John lists his occupation as 
farmer.  Neither he nor Elizabeth could read or write, 
but they managed quite well because in 1850 their real 
estate amounted to $1250.10  The will of John Upchurch 
was written 30 Apr1853 and probated during the 1864 
November Term.9,10  It names sons Jesse, 9 Joshua (who 
married Jennetta House), 9, 13 David (who married Mari-
na Tayloe), 9,13 James Jackson9; daughter Catherine9;  and 
Upchurch grandsons Jesse,9 and  John, 9 Bayliss,9 
George, 9 Eli9 (three sons of Celia Elizabeth Wyns); Dar-
nell grandsons William, 9 Jesse, 9 and Thomas L9.; and 
granddaughter Sarah Jane Yancey.  

John and Elizabeth (Hawkins) Upchurch’s son 
Joshua was born 28 Jul 1800 in Granville County, North 
Carolina, 8,11 and died 11 Nov 1844 in Henry County, 
Tennessee. 8,11  Joshua Upchurch is listed as Head of 
Household in both the 1830 Henry County, Tennessee 
census25 with a combined household 
of six free white persons and two 
slaves, and the 1840 Henry County, 
Tennessee census26  with a combined 
household of ten free white persons 
and fourteen slaves.  With such an 
increase in family and slaves over a 
ten year period, obviously Joshua was 
a successful farmer.   He was married 
before 18306 in Tennessee to Jennetta 
House, who was born 29 Jan 1807 
and died 22 May 1877.13   Joshua and 
Jennetta Upchurch had eight children, 
seven of whom who are documented 
on the Celia Elizabeth Upchurch’s 
genealogy chart.  

Following Joshua’s untimely 
death, his widow Jennetta (House) Upchurch married 
Thomas L. Darnell (Darnall) on 08 Mar 1848 in Henry 
County, Tennessee.12  Thomas, born 1797 in Ken-
tucky,27 was the son of Nicholas (died before 18509) and 
Celia Darnell (Darnall).13  The Thomas Darnell family, 
with Upchurch children, are enumerated in the 1850 

Continued from Page 1 

Henry County, Tennessee census. 27    

When Nicholas Darnell died, his widow Celia 
Darnell (Darnall) moved in with son Thomas and wife 
Jennetta (House Upchurch) Darnell (Darnall).27  The 
two ladies became quite close as evidenced by the fact 
that Jennetta named one of her daughters Celia and that 
Celia Darnell’s (Darnall) will left everything to Jennetta 
and the Upchurch children.  Celia Darnell (Darnall) died 
on 27 Apr 1852.13  

Thomas Darnell died in 1858 and is buried in 
the Harrison Cemetery in Greystone, Greene County, 
Tennessee.23 As a widow Jennetta Darnell is enumerated 
on the 1860 Henry County, Tennessee census28 with one 
unmarried child, George Upchurch.   Jennetta (House 
Upchurch) Darnell (Darnall) and Celia Darnell are bur-
ied near each other in the Upchurch Cemetery in Henry 
County, Tennessee.13    

Joshua and Jennetta (House) Upchurch had ten 
children.26  One daughter, Frances J. Upchurch, was 
born 25/26 Sep 1845, died 04 May 1869, buried in the 
Upchurch Cemetery, and was married to John S. Gam-
lin.13  Their fifth child was daughter Celia Elizabeth Up-
church. 

 Celia Elizabeth Upchurch was 
born 13 May 1833 in Tennessee13, 

10,14,15,16 probably in Henry County.  She 
died there 20 Aug 188613 and was bur-
ied in the Upchurch Cemetery near No-
bles, Henry County, Tennessee.13  Celia 
is referenced in the 18407 Henry County 
Federal census records where her fa-
ther’s entry includes two females in the 
age 5 to 10 year category, her sister 
Mary Jane (born 1832) and Celia (born 
1833).  She is listed by her married 
name, Winn/Wynns, in the 1850,29 
1860, 14 1870,15 and 188016 Henry Coun-
ty Federal census records.    

 Celia Elizabeth Upchurch and 
Thomas Jefferson Winn were married 

by Z. H. Williams, Justice of the Peace, on the 29th day 
of February 1848 in Henry County, Tennessee.12, 18 
Thomas Winn was born 12 May 1825 in Tennessee13,18 
and died 31 Jan 1873 in Henry County, Tennessee. 13,18  
He was the son of Samuel 

Celia Elizabeth Upchurch 

Continued on page 4 

Three Upchurch Women from Legacies of Our Great Grand Mothers... 

 



UAFA NEWSLETTER  Novembe r 15,  2022 –Page 4  

Wynns18 and Marina Barnhill.18   

Sometime between the 185029 and the 186014 census, 
the spelling of the name Winn changed to Wynns.14,29  
All of Celia’s and Thomas’ children spelled their name 
Wynns, a spelling that continues today.  One of their 
daughters, Mattie E. Wynns, was born 21 Mar 1870, 
died 05 Dec 1900. Mattie married Joseph Louis 
Clendenin, 13 and buried in the Upchurch Cemetery. 
Another daughter, Jane M. (M. Jane) Wynns was born 
04 Jan 1859, died 21 Oct 1903. She is buried in the 
Upchurch Cemetery, and was married to J. W. Gibson. 
13 

Thomas Winn was a farmer.10 He and Celia 
were literate and valued education.  All of their chil-
dren attended school where they learned to read and 
write. 10   

Like many women of this time, Celia became 
the head of the household when Thomas went to serve 
in the 5th Tennessee Infantry, CSA, organized at Paris, 
Henry County, Tennessee, in May, 1861 under the 
command of Captain B.B. Burch, Jr. 18  With five chil-
dren under the age of 
ten, Celia maintained the 
home and worked the 
family farm.  Fortunate-
ly for her and her chil-
dren, Thomas was soon 
discharged, and returned 
home.18 Thomas and 
Celia lived a comforta-
ble and simple life on 
their farm, raising nine 
children: Jennette, John 
Henry, James Balus, 
Margaret Jane, George 
Samuel, Marina Eliza-
beth, William Joshua, Winnie, and Martha Elizabeth. 10, 

14, 15 

 Once again in 1873 Celia, with five minor chil-
dren still at home, was forced to assume the head of 
household duties when Thomas died on the 31st of 
January.19 Her son James Wynns, 16 who was seventeen 
years old at the time, took over the responsibility of 
working the farm.16 Celia worked keeping house for 
others in the community until shortly before her death 
13 May 1886 at age 53. 13, 20 

Author, Dixie Gill Hickey 

While not an actual descendant of 
the Upchurch lineage, her husband 
is. She submitted a story of his three 
Upchurch women: Elizabeth Haw-
kins Upchurch (1772-1852), Jennetta 
House Upchurch Darnell 1807-
1877), and Celia Elizabeth Upchurch 
Wynns (1833-1886).   

Her story was accepted and published.  

During the administration of Susan Rogers Thomas, TN 
State Regent, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
the State Regent’s Project was the publication of a book 

titled Legacies of our Great Grand Mothers – Early 
Tennessee.  It was published in two volumes in 
2015.  Members of the TN Society were asked to submit 
stories about women in their lineage who were residents 
of Tennessee (and the State of Franklin) prior to the 
1850 every name census.  These stories were required to 
accompany the complete research documentation. 
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