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Nathaniel Smith Upchurch   XID – 110 
 

Commentary: Nathaniel S. Upchurch was born approximately 1825 near Raleigh NC.  He was 
the son of Gilbert Upchurch and the grandson of Nathan Upchurch head of Upchurch Clan # 3. 
He left North Carolina and went to Georgia.  In 1858 he made his way to Nassau County, Florida 
where he married Sarah Elizabeth Parker that same year.  The union would produce 10 children.   
 
Acknowledgements: This biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, volunteer coordinator for 
UAFA and the supervisor for the UAFA Biofile Transcription Project. 
 
(1) Nathaniel Upchurch [Nathaniel Smith Upchurch] was the son of Gilbert Upchurch and 
Lucretia (Mills) Upchurch. Nathan Upchurch, I/ Gilbert Upchurch Sub-clan 
 
(2) Notes from Gettys Upchurch [uncle of RPU] shows [Gettis Henderson Upchurch  RPU 
1955] 
Nathaniel [uncle of Gettis Henderson Upchurch] was son of Gilbert Upchurch, grandson of 
Nathan Upchurch. 
Nathaniel (called Nat)  -married a French girl 
    -learned to be a surveyor 
    -ran away at 20 years (1843) 
 
Children of Nathaniel:  
(A note indicates a move to FL. Not clear whether this applies to entire family, to ---only or to 
sons and daughter – RPU) 
 1. John   6. Ponder 
 2. George  7. Walter 
 3. Swan  8. Eleanor 
 4. Noble  9. Lizzy [I will assume Elizabeth – RPU] 
 5. Fred 
[Note: Uncle Gettys missed one child – James Benjamin Upchurch – RPU] 
 
(3) See notes of RPU 24 Feb 179 visit to Edna Lois Upchurch [1st cousin of RPU] 
“Nathaniel Smith Upchurch, older than Grandpa, left home – went to Florida and stayed 28 
years without letting anyone hear from him.” 
 
(4) See letter 30 Aug 1984 Ray White Jr to RPU 
1890 – Census records for FL are lost 
1900 – Census FL – no members of the Nathaniel Smith Upchurch family appear on Soundex 
records – perhaps temporarily out of state? 
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(5) See 1900 Census for Charlton Co, GA – Dwelling 121, Family 121 
Name   born  age  
Nathaniel Upchurch  Aug 1824 75 married  born NC, as was M&F 
        owns house free & clear 
Sarah A Upchurch Mar 1840 60 married born FL, M born FL 
        [Sarah Ann E Parker] 
Swan Upchurch Aug 1871 28 single  born FL, F born NC, M born FL 
        at school 
        [Nathaniel Swann Upchurch] 
Fred B Upchurch Dec 1882 17 single  born NC, F born NC, M born FL 
        salesman/ general store 
 
(6) See notes of phone call 15 Apr 1979 Francis Norris to RPU 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch was the first Upchurch to move to FL. He came to FL in 1858 and 
settled in Nassau Co (Fernandina) just north of Jacksonville. He bought worlds of land in 
Northern FL and Southern GA for lumber. See John Jones Upchurch, Sr, son of Nathaniel Smith 
Upchurch, for story of how the FL and NC Upchurches reestablished contact. Nathaniel Smith 
Upchurch children: 
 John Upchurch (John Jones Upchurch, Sr) Ben Upchurch 
 Walter Upchurch    Fred Upchurch 
 Noble Upchurch    Ponder Upchurch 
 Swan Upchurch    George Upchurch 
 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch lived in the “Noble House” in Jacksonville FL for the last five years 
of his life. This house was owned by his son John Jones Upchurch, Sr. whom see. Nathaniel 
Smith Upchurch died 15 Jul 1913. He married Sarah Elizabeth Parker. Marian Florine Upchurch 
has 2 letters over 100 years old written by Sarah Elizabeth (Parker) Upchurch to her son John 
Jones Upchurch, Sr. 
 
(7) Nathaniel S Upchurch born approximately 1822, died approximately 1912, married 
approximately 1859. From Family Chart received 24 Nov 1980 from Frank D Upchurch, Sr. 
 
(8) See letter 16 Dec 1980 John Jones Upchurch IV to RPU 
In effect John Jones Upchurch IV says he is great-grandson of John Jones Upchurch, I who was 
born at Callahan FL 16 Mar 1861, the son of Nathaniel S Upchurch and Sarah Parker 
Upchurch. Nathaniel S Upchurch was born near Raleigh, NC in 1825, the son of Gilbert and 
Lucretia (Mills) Upchurch. 
 
(9) See letter 8 Dec 1980 Frank Drew Upchurch Sr to RPU 
“Nathaniel Smith Upchurch came to FL from NC in 1848 according to my information. He had 
a store in Callahan, FL where he had established his residence. He was a land surveyor. He later 
moved to Moniac, GA where my father [John Jones Upchurch Sr] had a sawmill and from there 
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he moved to Jacksonville, FL where he died. He was married to Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker and 
had nine children, viz: 
 1. Benjamin Upchurch – NMN  6. Nathaniel Swan Upchurch – NMN 
 2. John Jones Upchurch   7/ Walter D Upchurch 
 3. Ella Upchurch – married --- Bell & 8. Noble Upchurch – married Sue 
 died with 1st child who also died  Culpepper & had child – a dtr Sue Upchurch 
 4. George Upchurch – NMN – died of 9. Fred B Upchurch – NMN 
 typhoid 
 5. Elizabeth Upchurch – married W E 
 Bennett 
 
(10) See John Jones Upchurch I for article “Makers of America’ published 1911.  
Article state Nathaniel Smith Upchurch moved ot Nassau Co, FL in 1858. States that John 
Jones Upchurch I (son of Nathaniel Smith and Sarah Elizabeth Ann (Parker) Upchurch was of 
French-Huguenot descent) – [Note this is consistent with Uncle Gettys statement that Nathaniel 
Smith Upchurch married a French girl – RPU] 
 
(11) See letter 4 Nov 1981 Susan Katherine Upchurch to RPU – Quote from Frank Drew 
Upchurch, Sr 
“Cousin Phil’s statement about my grandfather [Nathaniel Smith Upchurch] marrying a French 
girl and disappearing for 20 years is news to me. His wife was well known to me. She was a 
Florida Cracker girl who was born near or at Callahan, FL and was reared by her guardian Mr 
Jack Jones. I do believe the story of him not being heard from for a long time is correct. I recall a 
story about him selling a slave to a man who did not pay for her. He was said to have come to FL 
to try to find the man and collect his money.” 
 
(12) See Census records – Florida 
1860 Nassau Co, Callahan PO; Page 431, D211; Family 200; Taken 20 Sep 1860 
 
Name    Age   Sex Born 
N S Upchurch   25 [1835] M NC RE $500, PP $6000    
[Nathaniel Smith Upchurch] 
Sarah A E Upchurch  21 [1837] F FL [Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker] 
James B Upchurch  1  M NC [James Benjamin Upchurch] 
 
1870 Nassau Co, Fernandina PO; Page 60/433 D503; Family 486; Taken 16 Aug 1870 
Name    Age   Sex Born 
Nathan Upchurch  46 [1824] M   NC white, farming, RE $800, PP $300 
[Nathaniel Smith Upchurch] 
Sarah A E Upchurch  27 [1843, 1841] F FL white, keeping house 
[Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker] 
[probably age 29] 



4 
 

 
 

James B Upchurch  11  M FL insane; [James Benjamin Upchurch] 
John J Upchurch  9  M FL [John Jones Upchurch, I] 
Ella A Upchurch  6  F FL [Eleanor Agnes Upchurch 
George W Upchurch  5  M FL [George W Upchurch] 
Elizabeth Upchurch  1  F FL [Sarah Elizabeth Upchurch] 
Surena Nettles   35  F FL white; domestic servant 
 
1910 Duval Co; 93/24 
Name    Age   Sex Born 
Nathaniel R Upchurch 86  - NC white 
[Nathaniel Smith Upchurch] 
Sarah A E Upchurch  72  - FL white 
[Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker] 
Nathaniel Upchurch, Jr 38  - FL son 
[Nathaniel Swan Upchurch] 
 
[Note: A more detailed extraction of the 1910 Census for Duval Co, FL provides the following 
additional information on Nathaniel Smith Upchurch: 
 Nathaniel Upchurch [Nathaniel Smith Upchurch], 86, married once. Married for 50 
years born NC as was mother and father. NSU can read and write. In home is his wife, Sarah A 
Upchurch age 72 married 50 years, born FL. Her father born France. Her mother born FL. Also 
in home is their son Nathaniel Upchurch, Jr [Nathaniel Swan Upchurch] age 38, single, born FL. 
Can read, cannot write and one servant. 
 
(13) The attached document entitled “Nathaniel S Upchurch” was received by RPU from John 
Jones Upchurch IV in his letter dated 20 Jan 81. (He forgot to include it in his 16 Dec 80 letter). 
In his 16 Dec 80 letter John Jones Upchurch IV states: 
 “also enclosed is an excerpt from “Florida 1513 – 1913 Past, Present, and Future” by 
 George M Chapin, published by S J Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago (1914) 
 describing Nathaniel S Upchurch, my great-great-grandfather. Nathaniel S Upchurch is 
 obviously the “Daniel J Upchurch” described at page 450 of the first clipping [see 
 “Makers of America” article filed with John Jones Upchurch Sr] as the father of John 
 “James” Upchurch [should be John Jones Upchurch Sr (I).] I’ve learned their earlier 
 publishers did not have a penchant for accuracy.” 
Extracts from the attached 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch’s paternal and maternal grandfathers were in the Revolutionary War – 
hence Gilbert Upchurch’s father, Nathan Upchurch was in Revolutionary War. Lucretia Mills’ 
father was in Revolutionary War [Naaman Mills]. 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch’s children: 
Benjamin F Upchurch       d< 1914 
John J Upchurch = John Jones Upchurch, Sr (I)   d> 1914 
Ella Agnes Upchurch – elsewhere = Eleanor Upchurch  d< 1914 



5 
 

 
 

George W Upchurch       d< 1914 
Sarah Elizabeth Upchurch       d> 1914 
Nathaniel S Upchurch, Jr- elsewhere = Nathaniel Swan Upchurch  d> 1914 
Walter D Upchurch       d> 1914 
Noble A Upchurch        d> 1914 
Edward P Upchurch – elsewhere – Ponder Upchurch   d> 1914 
Frederick B Upchurch = Fred B Upchurch     d> 1914 
 
(13) continued 

Florida 1513 – 1913 Past, Present, and Future by George M Chapin 
S J Clarke Publishing Co, Chicago (1914) 
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(14) See letter Frank Drew Upchurch, Sr to RPU 12 Jan 81 
“I have your letter of January 1, 1981 asking for further information concerning my grandfather 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch. I do not recall the exact date of my grandfather’s death, but I get 
the impression that I was somewhat younger than 19 at the time. He was 90 years old (when he 
died) and left North Carolina in 1848 and, so far as I know, never returned although his wife 
visited her brother -in-law W G Upchurch in Raleigh, He married only once. As I recall, he told 
me his grandfather was named Gilbert [wrong – it was Nathan- RPU] and his mother was 
Lucretia Mills and that he had a blind sister whose name I do not recall but I believe she was the 
oldest in the family. He was a Confederate veteran and had certan special duties,namely the 
maintenance of telegraph lines in Florida. He assisted numerous Confederate veterans in 
obtaining the usual Confederate pension, but never applied for one himself. With reference to 
Bartley Jefferson pchurch, my grandfather told me he was the youngest in the family.” 
 
(15) See Geographical File – Jacksonville, FL City Directories 103 – 1942 
1903 – 1907 No Nathaniel S Upchurch 
1908  Nathaniel S Upchurch (Sarah E), home – 32 Mabry 
1909  No Nathaniel S Upchurch 
1910  Nathaniel S Upchurch (Sarah E), home – 32 Mallory 
1911  Nathaniel S Upchurch (Sarah) Gardner, home – 32 Mallory 
1912  Nathaniel Upchurch, home – 32 Mallory 
 
(16) See letter Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 23 May 2003 
NSU married 1858 (Callahan, Nassay Co, FL) Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker. The source of their 
information is not stated. 
 
(17) The Naaman Mills Family by W A Mills; Pages 92 – 93 
I. Abraham Mills 
 A. Naaman Mills 
  1. Lucretia Mills  
  married ( ) Gilbert Upchurch  great-grandparent of RPU 
   a. Nathaniel Smith Upchurch – see below 
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(18) Item in letter 7 Sep 2007 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU – from Florida Times – Union 18 
Jul 1913, Page 15, Col 2 
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(19) Item in letter 7 Sep 2007 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU  
[Reference on John M Dyal on next page placed in his Biofile. Did he and the Upchurches later 
do business?? – RPU] 
 
Biographical Rosters of Florida’s Confederate & Union Soldiers 1861 – 1865, Vl VI, page 1556. 
Compiled by: David W Hartman & David Coles (Wilmington NC: Broadfoot Publishing Co, 
1995) 

Second Florida Calvary, Company K 
 

 
 
Upchurch, Nathaniel Smith (b. 1836 or 1825 Raleigh NC or 8/27/22 Wake Co, NC; married 
Sarah Eliza Parker 1858; died 7/16/1913 Jacksonville, buried in Jones Cmetery, Callahan, 
Nassau Co) came to Nassau Co as a merchant in 1858. He lived in Callahan and enlisted 7/28/63 
at Lake City. He was on detached service as a telegraph line repairman since enlisting and was 
paroed at Lake City 5/18/65. He was believed to have been the first at Lake City to announce the 
news of Lee’s surrender. He pursued land and railroad interests after the war, eventually retiring 
in Jacksonville. Father: Gilbert; Mother: Lucretia.73 
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(20) Input in email 9 Oct 2007 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU – responding to RPU questions. 
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Crossfile: John M Dyal   John Jones Upchurch, Sr 
  Nathaniel Smith Upchurch Frank Upchurch 
  Frederick R Upchurch  David Reed Upchurch 
 
(21) See biofile of Bette Jo Wilson – entry 23 Jun 2009 
NSU born 27 Aug 1923 [error in the original – CJM 7 Sep 2020] married Mar 1858 Sarah Anne 
Elizabeth Parker. Note Anne with an “e”. 
 
(22) 1900 Census – Charlton Co, GA – Willisville District 
      Born     
Name     Age About   Born 
Nathaniel Upchurch  head 75 1825  Aug 1829 NC  
[Nathaniel Smith Upchurch] 
Sarah Upchurch   wife 61 1839 Mar  FL    
[Sarah Ann Elizabeth Parker] 
Swann Upchurch  son 28 1872 Aug 1871 FL 
[Nathaniel Swan Upchurch] 
Fred B Upchurch   son  17 1883 Dec 1882 NC 
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[Fred Bradford Upchurch] 
 
(23) The Jones Cemetery, Callahan, Nassau Co, FL – In letter 21 Jul 2009 Elizabeth Johanna 
Wilson to RPU 
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(24) New inputs about RPU amcestors from cousin William Alan Mills. In a 25 Jul 2009 email 
WAM repeats to RPU that thereis lots of circumstantial evidence to show that our mutual 
ancestor Naaman Mills married Penelope Lassiter on 26 Jul 2009. Cousin Billy Mills followed 
up with more details. See below: 
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I. James Lassiter (originally of Nansemond Co, VA) of Northampton & Edgecombe Counties, 
NC wrote his will prior to 1820 and listed Penelope Mills as an heir – presumably his daughter. 
Billy provides names of sons of James Lassiter. S0: 
 *A. Elijah Lassiter – signed Revolutionary War Pension application for his brother-in-
 law Naaman Mills in 1830s. 
 *B. Shadrack Lassiter 
 *C. Green Lassiter 
 D. Penelope Lassiter  
 married ( ) Naaman Mills whose mother was reputedly nee Smith  (Naaman Mills 
 owned land in Northampton Co, NC near which is a Lassiter Road. 
  1. Matthew Mills 
   a. Elijah Lassiter Mills 
  2. Lucretia Mills  
  married ( ) Gilbert Upchurch 
   a. Bartley Jefferson Upchurch 
    i. Robert Jefferson Upchurch 
     (I) Robert Phillip Upchurch 
   b. Lamberth Lassiter Upchurch 
   c. Nathaniel Smith Upchurch 
 
    = Names that came from earlier generations 
* These names used for sons of Naaman Mills 
 
From book: The Naaman Mills Family of North Carolina 1757 – 1996 by Williams A Mills on 
page 16 and beyond the author implies that Richard Smith might have been the grandfather of 
Naaman Mills which presumably implies that the mother of Naaman Mills was nee --- --- Smith. 
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(25) Item No. 5 in letter 29 Aug 2010 Kay Slappey to RPU 
From: The Nassau County Genealogist (FL) Spring 2001, pages 42, 43 
 

 
 
 

 
Names: Nathaniel S Upchurch, John James Upchurch, John Jones Upchurch, Sr, Gilbert 
Upchurch, Lucretia Mills, Sarah Eliza Parker 
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(26) Re: Part (2) of letter 29 Aug 2010 Kay Slappey to RPU re: the Florida Upchurches and 
especially Nathaniel Smith Upchurch and his wife Sarah Anne Elizabeth Partker. [Note: Pages 
17 to 27 only sent on special request – RPU] 
Note of Kay re: Part (2)  + see her narrative below. 
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“These documents are from the Indian War Service Pension application file for Martha Lucretia 
(Geiger) Parker, widow of Benjamin C Parker (brother of SAE Parker Upchurch). 
 
The 10 documents appear in RPU files in the Biofile of Nathaniel Smith Upchurch. 
Added snippets from the 10 documents: 
 a. NSU and SAEP were present when on 29 Dec 1859 (Nassau Co, FL) Benjamin C 
 Parker and Martha Lucretia Geiger married in home of father Jacob Geiger, Edward 
 King, JP. NSU and SAEP had known the cuople for 2 years before their marriage on 29 
 Dec 1859. 
 b. Benjamin C Parker did 22 Nov 189 
 c. BCP left home with 1/2 brother William Stafford or later wrote home from Tampa, FL 
 that they had joined the FL Indian War. [Seminole Indian War] 
 d. NSU says he will be 85 on 27 Aug 1908. 

 
 

Names in above passage: Martha Lucretia Geiger Parker, Benjamin C Parker, Sarah Ann 
Elizabeth Parker, N S Upchurch, Indian War, Moniac, GA, Jacksonville 
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In 1905, NS Upchurch lived in Moniac. 
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By 1908, NS Upchurch living in Jax [Jacksonville, FL – CJM 7 Sep 2020] 
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(27) Recap of prenuptial agreement between Nathaniel Smith Upchurch and Sarah Anne 
Elizabeth Parker – by RPU 21 Sep 2010 
[Note: pages 29 to 33 sent only on special request – RPU] 
 
The transcribed version of the prenup was emailed to RPY by Kay Slappy on 8 May 2010 and a 
copy of the original was included as Item #1 in a letter 29 Aug 2010 from Kay to RPU. Kay is a 
descendant of Benjamin Parker, a brother of SAE Parker. The prenup was recorded in Nassau 
Co, Fl on 4 or 14 Jul 1858 and the marriage presumably took place later although some sources 
place the marriage date in Mar 1858. 
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 My interpretation is that the assets referred to in the prenup concern only 5 slaves which 
in 1858 would have represented wealth but not large wealth. At the close of the Civil War in 
1865 the value would be 0. One might surmise that the groom, NSU, had debts or was know to 
incur same. The Jones Family that raised SAEP were wise to care for her assets. As to the initial 
source of Upchurch wealth among the FL Upchurches it seems unlikely that it came from NSU 
or his wife SAEP and more likely that it came from the effort of John Jones Upchurch, Sr. 
 The recap is being placed as indicated by        . 
 The transcription and the original copy are preserved in the biofile of Nathaniel Smith 
Upchurch. 
 
From email 8 May 2010 Kay Slappey to Bette Upchurch + 6 Aug 2010 to RPU. 
I. --- --- Parker 
 A. William Parker born about 1800 (possibly FL) 
 married Sarah Green born about 1800 (possibly FL) 
  1. Benjamin G Parker  Booth  Slappy  Kay Slappy 
               * 2. SAE Parker married 1858 (FL) Nathaniel Smith Upchurch 
  3. Francis M Parker (M) 
* In 1850 census Nassau Co, FL, are in home of John Jones and wife nee Ann Hagin. 
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(28) Re: Part (3) of letter 29 Aug 2010 Kay Slappy to RPU. Re: the FL Upchurches starting with 
Nathaniel Smith Upchurch. 
Note attached by Kay: 
These documents are form the CSA pension application file for Martha Lucretia (Geiger) Parker, 
widow of Benjamin C Parker. 
There are 2 documents: 
#1 a letter 24 Apr 1905 from FL State Legislator B G Dyal to Nathaniel Smith Upchurch – 
transcribed below – original placed in biofile of NSU. 
Document #2 – A 2-page letter of support for Martha Lucretia Parker to get a pension based on 
service of her husband BSP in Civil War – signed 20 Sep 1907 by NSU and WCJ [Wiley C 
Jones] [17 Jul 1837 – 25 Aug 1911, died Duval Co, GA]. 
BCP, WLJ, and NSU served in the Civil War together. On 20 Sep 1909 NSU lived in 
Jacksonville, Duval Co, FL & WLJ lived in Duval Co, FL. BCP & MLG married Nassau Co, FL. 
He died 24 Nov 1900 (Nassau Co, FL). All 3 served in Company of Capt. William Cone, 2nd 
Regiment of Cavalry (or Battalion) of FL.  
Document #2 placed in biofile of NSU. 
 

 
Names: Lucretia Parker, Nathaniel Smith Upchurch, Sarah, B G Dyal, Moniac, GA 
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(29) RPU Ancestry.com search 21 Mar 2008 re: the Florida Upchurches. 
 
1880 Census, Precinct 8 Nassau Co, FL 
Name    Age  
N S Upchurch    53 [58?] Land Agent 
Sarah Upchurch wife 40 
Berry Upchurch son 21  James Benjamin Upchurch 
John J Upchurch son 18 
Ella Upchurch  dau 16  Eleanor Agnes Upchurch 
George Upchurch  son 14  George W Upchurch 
Elizabeth Upchurch dau 10  Sarah Elizabeth Upchurch 
Swann Upchurch son 8  Nathaniel Swann Upchurch 
Walter Upchurch son 5  W Draughan Upchurch 
Noble Upchurch son 3  N Alvin Upchurch 
Edmond P Upchurch son 9 mos  born Sep; Edward Ponder Upchurch 
 
In 1880, all 9 children born to NSU as alive and still in the home. 
 
1900 Census – Willisville, Charlton Co, GA 
Household Name 
Members: 
Nathaniel Upchurch  75 born Aug 1824  
Sarah A E Upchurch  61    wife [10, 7]  
Swann Upchurch  28 born Aug 1871 son 
Fred B Upchurch  17 born Dec 1882  son 
By 1900 one more child has been born to NSU completing his batch of 10. Seven are still living 
but only two in the home. 
 
Continue search for Edward Ponder Upchurch – not found on 1900 Census. 
 
1910 Census – Militia District 661, Lowndes Co, GA 
Household Name 
Members:   Age 
Leward R Upchurch  27 [Edward P Upchurch] 
Retta Upchurch wife 24 married 5 years 
John W Upchurch  son  4  
Therisa Upchurch dau 2 
John Eastus  fat 74 [Eustis?] 
 
1920 Census – Edward Ponder Upchurch not found 
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1930 Census – Jacksonville, Duval Co, FL 
Household Name 
Members:   Age    Born (self, ftr, mtr) 
Ray Touchstone head 29 married age 26 
Teresa Touchstone wife 22 married age 18 (GA, FL, GA) 
Gloria Touchstone dau 1    FL 
Edward Touchstone f-i-l 51    (FL, NC, FL) 
Rhetta Upchurch m-i-l 44    (GA, FL, FL) 
Montine Upchurch  sis 13    (GA, FL, GA) 
 
(30) 1920 Census – Jackson Co, GL Friendship Precinct – Malone Town 
Fred B Upchurch  head of household “D” 32 single born about 1888 (NC)  
[B = Bradford] 
 
(31) 1910 Census – Jackson Co, FL Friendship Precinct 
Fred B Upchurch head of household  24 single born about 1888 (NC) 
[B = Bradford] 
Walter D Upchurch  brother    34 single  born about 1876 (FL) 
[D = Draughan] 
 
(32) From letter 29 Aug 2010 Kay Slappey to RPU 
 Kay raises the question as to whether insanity ran in the Upchurch family. Presumably in 
the Gilbert Upchurch Sub-clan & especially among descendants of his son Nathaniel Smith 
Upchurch: 

 
 

I. Nathaniel Smith Upchurch 
 A. James Benjamin Upchurch – insane 
 B. Nathaniel Swann Upchurch – insane – died in Shots Mental Hospital, Chattahoochee 
 (River Junction) FL 
 C. Fred Bradford Upchurch – ditto 
 
(33) Excerpt from the Book “In the Shade of Oaks” by Margaret Louise Harris “Peggy” 2009. 
The book treats the various ancestral lines of the aughor one of whom was William George 
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Upchurch, the brother of Nathaniel Smith Upchurch an dof Bartley Jefferson Upchurch 
[grandfather of RPU] they being sons of Gilbert Upchurch and grandsons of Nathan Upchurch, I 
Revolutionary War soldier and Head of Upchurch Clan 3. The following item on Nathaniel 
Smith Upchurch appears on page 321 of the book. 
 

 
 
 
(34) Reflections on the life of Nathaniel Smith Upchurch by RPU, grand-nephew of “NSU” – 
24 Sep 2010. 
 The father of NSU was Gilbert Upchurch, born 1792 (Franklin Co, NC) died 1845 (Green 
Level, Wake Co, NC), Head of the Nathan Upchurch, I/ Gilbert Upchurch Sub-Clan. Gilbert was 
about 10 years old when his father moved his family to Green Level. There on 1 Apr 1819 
Gilbert married Elizabeth Upchurch, arguably daughter of John Upchurch, III, Head of Upchurch 
Clan No. 14. This marriage produced one child Mariah Elizabeth Upchurch 1820 – 1900. Mariah 
was blind, never married and lived always with her brother Bartley Jefferson Upchurch (my 
grandfather) and is buried at Inwood Church, Wake Co, NC. Another sibling Lamberth Lassiter 
Upchurch 1830 – 1905 likewise was blind and lived with BJU and is also buried at Inwood. I 
grew up hearing my Aunts and Uncles tell of Aunt Mariah and Uncle Lass. 
 Gilbert’s wife Elizabeth apparently died soon after the birth of Great Aunt Mariah as 
records from the early 1820s onward show him with spouse nee Lucretia Mills 1802 – 1877. She 
also always lived with BJU and she was the first person buried at Inwood which was founded by 
our Upchurch relatives and their neighbors. A marriage record for Gilbert and Lucretia has never 
been found so we can speculate that it was lost or that their long life together established a 
marriage in common law. 
  NSU born 27 Aug 1823 (Green Level, NC), died 15 Jul 1913 (Jacksonville, FL) 
(Buried Jones Family Cemetery, Callahan, FL) was among the early children born to Gilbert and 
Lucretia. Other children born to them were: Nathan Upchurch 1827 – 1855 (blind per 1850 
census, never married), Marie Upchurch (NFI), a daughter (NFI), William George Upchurch (2 
Dec 1837), (Green Level, NC), died 13 Oct 1895 (Buried Oakwood Cemetery, Raleigh, NC). 
Haseltine Upchurch 183 – 1862 (never married, died of TB), Bartley Jefferson Upchurch, the 
youngest child born 11 May 1841 (Green Level, NC), died 23 Jan 1929 (Wake Co, NC), buried 
Inwood Cemetery). 
 In 1955 my Uncle Gettis Henderson Upchurch 1882 – 1957, with whom I was close, 
engaged me to transport him to the area of Green Level to find an appropriate place for him to 



43 
 

 
 

install a Grave Monument for his grandfather Gilbert Upchurch. No suitable place was found so 
the monument now rests at Inwood possibly causing some to think Gilbert is interred there. 
 A by-product of the monument exercise was that Uncle Gettis told me from memory his 
recollection of our Upchurch heritage. My notes of that conversations are preserved. Of the five 
daughters of Gilbert he said only one male offspring was produced and he died in combat serving 
the Confederacy. Of NSU, Gettis said he was known as “Nat”, that he left home at age 20, 
learned to be a surveyor, married a French girl and was not heard from for 20 years. 
 Many years later, I had delightful exchange in writing from Frank Drew Upchurch, Sr 
1894 – 1986, a son of John Jones Upchurch, Sr and a grandson of NSU. In relating my input 
from Uncle Gettis he conceded all of the report except the revelation that his grandfather married 
a “French girl”. He described his grandmother’s background denying that Sarah Anne Elizabeth 
Parker was French. With apologies to my late 2nd cousin Frank I have to report that his 
grandmother did indeed have a heritage going back to France. 
 The records do seem to support the livelihood that NSU left Green Level sometime after 
his youngest sibling, BJU, was born in 1841 and before the time their father Gilbert died in 1845. 
It has come down to us that Gilbert was noted more for enjoying life than he was in 
accumulating wealth – to put the best face on the matter. With three blind siblings in the 
household we can readily visualize that NSU wished to look for opportunities in other climes. 
 When it is said that NSU left home at age 20 and was not heard from for 20 years. I take 
that to mean that contact between the Fl and NC branches of the family was re-established soon 
after the conclusion of the Civil War – perhaps in the late 1860s or early 1870s. This 
reconnection led to a rich tapestry of relationships the details of which are beyond this telling. 
 The broad outline of the lifetime movements of NSU is known but more details are 
desired. In the mid to late 1840s it seems he was perhaps first in GA and then in FL. His first 
residence in FL seems to have been in Callahan where he seems to have been a merchant. It was 
there that he met and married Sarah presumably getting well acquainted with her guardians, the 
Jones Family in the few years prior to his marriage to Sarah in 1858. I am told there is a NSU 
house still standing in Callahan and would like to know more about it and the Upchurch, Parker 
and Jones connections to Callahan. The Jones Family Cemetery there seemed to have great 
meaning for the NSU family. We know that NSU continued to serve as a surveyor and that his 
service in the Civil War demonstrated certain skills, initiative, and leadership. How did that 
morph into him being a “protection agent” for the railroad and what is a “protection agent”? 
 At some point NSU moved from Callahan, FL to GA and then back to Jacksonville, FL 
where he died. In these travels I am left to wonder how much NSU had to do with starting the 
family on the road to financial stability – or was this left to his son J J Upchurch, Sr? 
 One does grasp that NSU and Sarah promoted their children to become educated 
especially J J U, Sr and Noble Alvin Upchurch. Again, one is left to wonder how much of the 
wealth and the bent to succeed came from NSU and how much from Sarah – or did JJU, Sr 
himself play one or both of these roles in part or in whole. A pointed question in all of this is -  
did NSU become involved in the timber business in FL or GA. My sense is that JJU, Sr got a leg 
up financially when he bought land for the timber and then held on to the level which became 
valuable – especially in the Jacksonville, FL area – right? 
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 One takes note of serious health issues among some of the descendants of Gilbert 
Upchurch and ins caused to wonder if this is genetic in origin. First we can take eyesight noting 
that one child by wife one was blind as were two by wife two. If genetic in origin this would 
trace to Gilbert and not his wives. A great-great-granddaughter (still living) is blind and she tells 
me she believes it traces genetically to Gilbert. However, other than the individuals already 
mentioned I know of no other descendants of Gilbert who are/ were blind. 
 The issue of mental health among the descendants of Gilbert Upchurch has also been 
raised. As far as I know the issue has been limited to descendants of NSU and more particularly 
to descendants of his son JJU, Sr where more than one example has been cited. In one case, if not 
more, it was said that an exceedingly high temperature during an illness brought on brain 
damage. This is a delicate issue but perhaps more can be learned. I will note that even where the 
issue of mental health has been mentioned the individuals involved seemed to be meaningfully 
employed at some point in their lives. I think we must treat the issue of the second marriage of 
JJU, Sr as a special case given that first cousins married. In some cases, this works out OK but 
often not. Such ill advised marriages are even more problematic as regards offspring when those 
have been marriages of close kin in earlier generations. This was in fact the case for Belle. Her 
father and mother were first cousins once removed. 
 We members of the Nathan Upchurch, I Clan (Clan #3) recognize that we resemble other 
typical extended families in America. Some of us are fortunate to have parents who have and 
practice good parenting skills and who have material assets to give a child a good start in life and 
some of us are not so fortunate. Some of us are fortunate to be born with strong traits and some 
not. Some embellish their traits and some do not. Thus come varying degrees of success and 
failure. 
 Among the descendants of Gilbert Upchurch we can cite two who seemed to have a 
golden touch in creating wealth. One was his son William George Upchurch. The other was his 
grandson John Jones Upchurch, Sr. As to Gilbert’s sons, NSU and my grandfather BJU I 
continue to seek the holy grail of understanding their lives. It seems that neither would shine as 
bright as did their brother Bill and yet both were solid citizens. We honor their memory as we 
strive to learn more about them. 
 Irrespective of how much each of us had going for us early in life, we have been fortunate 
to have been born in American where success is in reach for all. In my case a little love early on 
and a lovely, competent, caring wife of 62 years and counting has carried the day. 
 
(35) Pages 1 – 44 mailed to Margaret Louise Harris, John Jones Upchurch IV and Kay Slappey 
 
(36) The map of SE GA is show below based on the 1850 Census – at some point this map may 
help to locate the whereabouts of NMU or his son John J Upchurch IV – RPU 
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(36) In post from Cooperator Kay Lind Slappey to RPU via email 27 Sep 2010 
While I have it on my mind, I wanted to let you know how I came across a couple of old 
newspaper items that mentioned N S Upchurch. These are in the University of Florida’s digital 
newspaper collection. I know there is a way to email the actual copy of the paper, but I am going 
to have to study on how to do it. In the meantime, here is a transcription of each. 
 
Fernandina Express, March 4, 1882: “Mr N S Upchurch, who, as was announced in these 
columns some weeks ago, visited his old home in North Carolina for the first time in a number of 
years, has returned much pleased with his visit. He informs us that our prediction relative to the 
“fatted calf” was literally fulfilled.” 
 
Florida Mirror, April 14, 1883: Mr N S Upchurch, this week, purchased the store and good will 
of Mr P Kelly at Callahan.” 
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(37) Item 10 in letter Kay Lind Slappey to RPU 6 Nov 2010                                                                                                           
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(no number) Was blindness among the descendants of Nathan Upchurch, I related to the cases 
of insanity in the family (See RPU extract 29 Nov 2011) – RPU 30 Nov 2011 
 
 By reference to the 29 Nov 2011 extract sheet it will be seen that the insanity/ blindness 
cases all involved descendants of Nathan’s son Gilbert Upchurch. 
 Gilbert’s son Nathaniel Smith Upchurch had two sons and one granddaughter declared 
insane (Susie). 
 Susie was also a granddaughter of Gilbert’s son William George Upchurch (due to 
intermarriages in the family). 
 [In the extract I explain how those cases of insanity could have been the “luck of the 
 draw” and how modern medicine might have made unnecessary the pejorative term 
 “insanity”. However, in the case of Susie one cannot overlook the two close and her full 
 siblings did not show robust health records.] 
 The blindness involved the other sons of Gilbert – Bartley, Lamberth and Mariah. The 
latter two were blind (completely or partially?) (from birth?). My unsubstantiated guess has 
always been that the blindness of these two could have traced to venereal disease introduced by 
Gilbert as he had some known weakness of character. These two children had different mothers. 
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 Bartley had a great granddaughter, Frances Holt Tilley, who developed complete 
blindness as an adult. Her years of explaining her condition led her to believe that her blindness 
was hereditary and thus connected to that of Lamberth and Mariah. 
 In conclusion, I have developed no connection that the insanity or blindness cases are 
genetic in nature or that they are related. Others with more expertise may show genetic causes. 
 
(no number) From email 8 Sep 2011 Kay Lind Slappey to RPU – 22 Dec 2011 
Another tidbit: I read a book recently on early Cedar Key, Florida. A big deal back then was the 
railroad from Nassau County to Cedar Key, constructed by the rail company, owned by David L 
Yulee, later a US Senator. Yulee’s head railroad man in Florida was Samuel Swann, who resided 
in Nassau County and handled all the business dealings of the railroad and its construction. Some 
of the legal documents I obtained from the Nassau courthouse records lists Nathaniel Smith 
Upchurch as agent for the railroad company (as in agent that could transact business for the RR, 
not like a ticket agent). Obviously NSU and Samuel Swann would have been well acquainted. 
I’m guessing NSUs son was named after Samuel Swann. But that’s just me. 
 
 RPU review of spelling of middle name of NSU – Swan versus Swann. The above input 
on the name Swann, the likely namesake of NSU plus that fact that the 1880 and 1900 census 
records use the version Swann convinces me that the correct spelling for NSU is Swann, not 
Swan. The family were careless in using the spelling Swan from tine-to-time. – 22 Dec 2011 
[Nathaniel Smith Upchurch = Head of a line in the Nathan Upchurch, I/ Gilbert Upchurch Sub-
clan.] 
 
(no number) Rough extract of letter 9 Feb 2011 Kay Lind Slappey to RPU 
The email letter provided 9 images Kay captured on a visit to the Court House Nassau Co, FL. 
These images A – I are preserved with the letter in the biofile of KLS. They concern activities of 
my Great Uncle Nathaniel Smith Upchurch and his family. To fully grasp all the actions I need 
better copies. Rough extracts appear below. 
 
Re: A: Photo of Kay and her daughter on a NY trip. 
Re: C: (#334) – Description by Kay: 

 
 
Re: B, H, I (339, 340, 341) 

 
SAE U = nee Sarah Anne Elizabeth Parker wife of Nathaniel Smith Upchurch 
 
D, E, F, G 
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(Covers Deeds 1840 – 1 Jan 1934) 
 D & E = Direct Deeds – From Upchurch to X – 45 entried 
 F & G = Reverse Deeds – To Upchurch from X – 41 entried 
Names often found in D, E, F, G 
 Nathaniel Smith Upchurch  Frank Drew Upchurch 
 John Jones Upchurch, Sr 
 
Organization of some of the above input 
1860: NSU sells land in Callahan, FL to John Booth – great great grandfather of Kay 
 SAEP signs away her rights 
1875: NSU as appointed commissioner sells land of Jacob Geiger, dec’d to Jefferson Murkee 
 I. Jacob Geiger – great great great grandfather of Kay 
  A. Martha Lucretia Geiger 
  married ( ) B C Parker, brother of SAEP who married NSU 
  B. Sarah Geiger 
  married ( ) Jefferson Murkee 
 
(no number) Item in letter 6 Nov 2010 Kay Lind Slappey to RPU 
Crossfile: Callahan, Nassau Co, FL 
 

Callahan Lodge #32, F&AM Charter Members 
 Callahan Lodge received permission from Grand Lodge of Florida on July 4th, 1868 to 
begin working “UD or under dispensation”. Grand Lodge of Florida formally chartered Callahan 
Lodge #32 on January 14, 1870 to meet at Callahan in Nassau County, Florida. 
 Callahan Lodge No 32 was chartered with twenty charter members. The following are 
those charter officers and members: 
 William J Dopson, WM   James W Geiger 
 James Fabius Clark, Sr Warden  John Jefferson Higginbotham 
 James Geiger, Jr Warden   John Hampton Jones 
 John Price, Jr, Treasurer   Leton Uriah Morgan 
 John C C Jones, Secretary   Talbert S Morgan 
 Josiah Benjamin Little, Sr Deacon  Benjamin C Parker [brother in law of NSU] 
 Henry Camille Tison, Jr Deacon  R R Ratcliff 
 Jehu Booth, Tyler    Golphin Nowling Tison 
 Owen S Albritton    Redden Turner 
 Jesse J Edmondson    Nathaniel Smith Upchurch [NSU] 
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(no number) Upchurch Postmaster Appointments – RPU 19 Aug 2013 [Guidance from Gerald 
Thorp Leonard 29 Jul 2013] 

All US Appointments of US Postmasters, 1832, 1971 results for Upchurch 
[Note: Names highlighted by RPU include Nathaniel Smith Upchurch, Golden Almon 
Upchurch, Sr, Albert Doctor Upchurch, Benjamin Washington Upchurch, Robert E Lee 
Upchurch, I, John Jones Upchurch, I – CJM 13 Sep 2020] 



52 
 

 
 

 
 



53 
 

 
 



54 
 

 
 



55 
 

 
 



56 
 

 
 

 
 
 


