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BESSIE  VIOLA STOCKTON, born January 10, 1906
married July 29, 1923, Willie Dudley McElroy, born
December 25, 1902, died March 29, 1979, and is buried
;ZSHESEY'S Chape; Cﬁmetery of Cherokes County. Willie
e son o omer Du i

MusickMCETroy. Dudley McElroy and Allie Mae

Bessie was less than two years old when her father
died. She was very close to her mother during
childhood. Bessie learned the skills of tatting,
crocheting, quilting, sewing and other handiwork at an
early age from her mother and older sisters.

When Bessie was growing up, she loved to help milk
the cows so she could share some of the fresh milk with
her pet cats.

Bessie and Willie McElroy 1lived at Mixon until
their first child was born. They were living at Troup
when the second child was born, and in that same year
Willie was seriously injured on his job at the cotton
gin. The couple moved back to Mixon when his condition
improved and lived for a while 1in one of the rent
houses on the Stockton farm where Bessie grew up.

Bessie and Willie McElroy purchased a seventy-five
acre farm in the Buncombe Community of Smith County,
Texas, in 1928. On the farm they grew cotton, corn,
peanuts, watermelons, potatoes, peppers, tomatoes and
other produce. They also grew hogs for market, and
their other livestock consisted of two big red mules
and one or two milk cows. Chickens were kept for home
use, and at one time they grew a few turkeys. Willie
peddled the produce in the oil field during the 1930's.
He also hauled to the Dallas and Houston markets. The
five youngest children were born at Buncombe.

The McElroys sold the Buncombe place in 1945, and
purchased land near Wnitehouse, Texas, with Willie's
brother, Cecil McElroy. The land in that location was
sold for purposes of Lake Tyler. Today a road named
"McElroy" winds through the lake area land where the
brothers once grew cotton and other farm products.

Bessie's present farm located near Troup has been
the McElroy homestead for over forty years.

Being the oldest McElroy child, this writer shares
a few memories. When the children were growing up, it
was not unusual for Bessie to help them build a
playhcuse or make clay toys at the spring-fed branch.
Sne often took her youngsters on long hikes in the
woods to look for wild grapes or pick sweetgum.

During the depression years almost everything had
some recycle value. Bessie bleached flour sacks and
made muslin-like diapers for her babies. She bleached
sugar sacks, animal feed bags and fertilizer bags and
sewed the family sheets, pillow cases and towels. She
once sewed a beautiful white sailor dress for a
daughter from one-hundred-pound sugar sacks. From the
muslin-Tike bags she also sewed cool summer gowns for
the family.

Willie cut and sold pulpwood from the Buncombe
farm. He was also the family barber.

Bessie and Willie McElroy were married over
fifty-five years. They believed that one of their

best-accomplished goals was seeing to it that all of
their children received a high school education.

Bessie remains a devoted mother, grandmother, and
great grandmother. She has blessed her family and
friends with many gifts of her handiwork. Her
dgsgepdants gather at her home often on holidays for
visiting and celebrating. Here are notes on the seven
children of Bessie and Willie McElroy, all born in

Smith County, except Mae Gean, who was born in Cherokee
County.
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DEAN LEE ™DEAM® STOCKTON, born March 13, 1895,
died June 17, 1970, and is buried in Mixon Cemetery. He
was marr1ed f1rst October 28, 1916, to Edna Viola
Musick,] “born February 28, 1895, d1ed December 17, 1965,
and s burIed in Mixon Cemetery Ednafwas the daughter
of Riley Ransom Musick and Altie Mae ae Kelly Musick.

Deam Stockton attended college at Rusk. He taught
school for one year at-Sycamore Grove. Deam and Edna}
owned - a farm adjoining Ma Stockton's place at Mixon.
Deam was in the garage business for a while. He was

also a painter, carpenter and paper hanger, as well as
a sawmill operator. Deam and Edna4 lived in

" Jacksonville several years before building a nice home
on their Mixon farm.

The 1ights in their new farm home were fueled by
gas, which was produced from calcium carbide. The
carbide tank was located in their back yard. The
carbide system was viewed with great interest by the
entire community, since homes in the country were
rarely so well 1lighted, and electricity was still a
Tuxury for only city folks.

Deam and Edna/ were divorced, and Deam and his
second wife lived in New Mexico where he was a sawmill
operator. Then during World War II he was employed in
New Mexico at Los Alamos, where the atom bomb was
developed.

Deam's third wife was Mrs. Jewel Williamson
Henderson, and they 1lived in Houston, Texas, where he
operated a cabinet-making business. After retirement,
he and Jewel moved back to the Mixon Community where
they lived several years prior to his death. A1l of
Deam's six children were with his first wife, Edna
Musick Stockton. Here are notes on the children who
were all born in Cherokee County.
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