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George Mincey remains one
step ahead of the competition

Record staff writer

The smell of leather greets you
as you enter George Mincey’s shoe
repair shop at 124 Gannon Ave. in
Zebulon.

The hum of his old sewing
machine, a sound that has been
music to him since he was 13, gets
a little louder with age.

The first thing most customers
notice s the number of shoes stack-
ed all around his work area. One
wonders how he keeps them all
matched and knows whose shoes
are whose.

“1 know people by their feet in-
stead of by their name,” Mincey
said, pulling nails out of the sole of
2 man’s black dress shoe. “When
Igoout, Ilook at people’s feet. My
wife really fusses at.that.”

Mincey has recently relocated his
shoe repair business from Wendell
to Zebulon, a move that continues
a family tradition.

Mincey’s Shoe Shop was first
established in Zebulon in 1958 when
his father, Milton Mincey, purchas-
ed the shop and equipment from
Marion Horton.

] Jearned the trade from my
father,” Mincey said. ‘“They say
that T am a lot like him.”

In another time, Mincey would
have been labeled a cobbler. “I
loved it from day one,” he ex-
plained. ... inmy father’s shop,
1dida lot of what Iliketocall ‘bad’

By MARY BETH NEWHART . 4 \

———- - T
obs like pulling out the rlxaﬂ’s an
]ripping off the soles. 1 didn’t hkﬁ
a whole lot of that type of thing.

But when young George tgok a
iob with Pine State Creamery inRa-
leigh, he knew that he woul'dn't be
happy. “This i not for me,” he tolg
himself. ‘‘Shoe repair is for me. :
Side stepping NN it e

George Mincey carefully cuts away the sole from the bottom ofa !
t man’s dress shoe. Shoe repair h en
a part of his life since he was 13 and began working in his father's shoe shd_pg-g : Paj gzh‘g—:
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He started his own repair busi-
ness in Wendell in 1966. He worked
from there for 22 years before
deciding to relocate back to Zeb-

ulon.

Through the years, the competi-
tion in Wendell had increased
whereas the competition in Zebulon
had disappeared.

“My father got sick and retired,”
George related. ‘“Then everyone
sold out or moved out of Zebulon.”

Milton Mincey passed away about

a year ago.

There are two other repair shops
currently in Wendell. ““Thereis too
much work and not enoughmoney,”

he added.
“Ever since daddy went out of

business, I've always wanted‘to
come back to Zebulon,” he said.

“But I couldn’t take another man’s
business. I couldn’t treat another
man that way.” '

Mincey waited until the competi-
tion in Zebulon was gone.

On this particular afternoon,
Mincey was altering a leather vest
for a customer and looking over a
saddlesitting justin front of his sew-
ing machine.

“I repair all kinds of leather
goods,” he said, pointing out several
projects in progress among the
pieces of shoes surrounding him.
“You go into any shoe store and it
is going to be a mess where you do
all your work. I haven’t had time
to clean up yet today.”

Mincey explained that he doesn’t
have an average customer as a
women walked in to retrieve her
shoes. “I've got all ages,’ hesaid,
taking off the bifocals he now has
to wear with hands covered with
shoe polish. “There are a lot of peo-
ple who can’t find shoes to fit.”

Besides repair work, Mincey sells
new and used shoes, boots and takes
special orders. “T have to special
order one man’s shoes because they

don’t make a size big enough for
him,” Mincey said. None of his
work, though, is custom made. “It’s
too expensive when you have to
hand-make them.

“I’'m hoping that all of my good
customers in Wendell will continue
to come here to do business,” he
added. “I really want people to
come and see me. My store in Wen-
dell was getting mighty crowded.”

His decision to relocate to Zebulon
was not one he made in haste. “It
wasn’t something I decided to do
overnight,” he said. “‘Ievenbroke
out in hives over it.”

With the support of his wife,
Peggy, and his two children, 26-
year-old Barney and 20-year-old

Judy, he decided to make the move.

Ashesat down in front of the sew-
ing machine to finish putting a new
zipper in a boot, Mincey explain-
ed that, for the most part, he has
always worked solo. “Tknow mama
helped daddy some,” he said. “But
I prefer to do it myself. I like to fix
people’s shoes like they were mine.
No one could ever do it that way.”

When he first started, he did have
a young boy help him out for a while.
““This boy came into my shop one
day and was wearing a pair of ten-
nis shoes with a lot of holes in them,”
Mincey said. “It was snowing at the
time and I'felt sorry for him. I gave

him a pair of shoes and he said he

wanted to help in the shop to pay
for them.

“That was the only good (helper)
I ever had. He still comes in to see
me when he is in town,” he said.

Mincey explained that people
don’t realize that they get what they
pay for when it comes to buying
good, quality shoes. “The heels and
the soles are what wear,’” he said.
“If you pay good money for a
leather shoe, you'll just get them
broke in when they’ll need resoled.”

As long as the upper part of the
shoe stays in good shape, the shoes
can be reheeled and resoled several
times, he added.

And that is what will keep George
Mincey working and on his feet.

Sewing up shoes

Repldcing the zipper in a pair of leather boots is only one of the many different type of repairs George

Mincey makes for his customers.
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George M. Mincey

George Marion Mincey, 76, of Zebulon, died Tuesday, Nov. 29. Funer-
al was 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, at Corinth Baptist Church. Entombment
was at the church cemetery.

Surviving: wife, Rella Creech Mincey; daughters, Melba M. Turner of
Lucama, Ruby Mincey of Zebulon; sons, James W. Mincey of Wilson,
Rupert R. Mincey of Selma; sisters, Melba Bunn of Zebulon, Lillie Mae
Conner and Gladys Miller, both of Lexington Park, Md., Sarah Cook of
Maryland, Virginia Herring of Alabama; brothers, H.J. Massey of Wen-
dell, Ed Massey of Roanoke Rapids; 10 grandchildren; two great-grand-
children.

Arrangements by Brown-Wynne Funeral Home of Zebulon.
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Williams and Dean marry

Paula Denise Dean of Wende 1
and Patrick Dewey Williams of
Zebulon were united in marriage’
Sept. 23 ~at Zebulon Baptmt1
Church. The double-ring candle-
light ceremony was performed by
the Rev. Jack Glasgow 15"

The bride is the daughter of
Jeanette Dean Johnson of Wen-
dell and Richard Paul Dean of |
Louisburg. Parents of the bride-."
groom are Mr. and Mrs. Max Paul’ |
Williams Sr. of Zebulon. ik |

The bride is the granddaughter
of Mrs. Milton Mincey of Wen- |
dell and the late Milton Mincey._-;
Grandparents of the bridegroom |
are the late Mr. and Mrs. Dewey '
Sampson Barefoot and the late
Mr. and Mrs. Sonnie F. Williams. -

Given in marriage by her godfa-
ther, Harry Chamblee, the bride

She was attended by Lynette
Dean Johnson of Louisburg, sister .
of the bride, and Melissa Yates of
Raleigh, as matrons of honor. |
Bridesmaids were Pam Williams f‘_
of Zebulon, sister-in-law of the |
bridegroom; Diedre Faison of |
Wendell, cousin of the bride; dnd "
Traci-Bennett of Zebulon,:cousirili’
of the bridegroom. B
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Taylor Yates of Ralelgh mece

of the bride, was the flower girl. ?-na ;

The groom chose his father to .
be best man. Groomsmen were
Paul Williams of Zebulon, brother.
of the groom; Mychel Yates ofﬂl

bride; Steve Johnson of Louis-
burg, brother-in-law of the bride;
and David Windley of Oxford.

Raleigh, brother-in-law of thc‘% z

The bridegroom and grooms— _]

men wore black tuxedos. e
Wedding music was presented

by Anna Lee Crumpton of New"‘% £

ton Grove, harpist; and Sabnna y
Hancock of Zebulon and Craig %
Prevatte of Knightdale, vocalists. 'fd

Kim Richards of Kenly pre- #

sided at the guest register. Ginger - - -_3\,

Richards .of Kenly distributed , -
wedding programs. Wedding di-,
rector was Eva Liles of Zebulon.

The bride is a graduate of Zebu- i
lon High School and is employed
as a floral designer at Center *
Flower Shop in Zebulon. “1'

Her husband is a graduate of
Zebulon High School and is |
appliance manager at Lowe’s of |
Zebulon.

After a wedding trip to Maggie
Valley and Atlantic Beach, the

%‘

P e:‘x

B s Lo

couple will make their home at,
Lake Royale in Louisburg. B
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Reception
Immediately after the wedding,
the bride’s mother hosted a recep-
tion at the Zebulon Rotary Club.
The bride and bridegroom trav-
eled to the reception in a horse-
drawn carriage driven by Larry
Brown of Zebulon. Upon arrival,
guests were welcomed by Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Carlyle of Wendell,
uncle and aunt of the bride.
the bride’s godmother, Mrs. Harry
Chamblee of Zebulon. The white
linen-covered tables, including
the gift table, were centered with
pastel floral arrangements and
lined with roses. Guests mingled
under a trellised grape arbor while
music played. Goodbyes were
said by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Weidner
of Zebulon, cousin of the bride-
groom.
Rehearsal Dinner
On the eve of the wedding, a
rehearsal dinner was given by the
parents of the bridegroom-elect at
Robinwood of Wendell.
Bridesmaids’ Luncheon
On Sunday, Sept. 17, the bride-
elect entertained her bridesmaids
at her mother’s home in Wendell.
Upon arrival, guests were served
cafe au lait. )
Guests included the bride-
groom-elect’s mother and Alma

(ﬁ:‘"""’: - Horton, aunt of the bride-elect.
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Williams and Dean marry P10y e

Paula Demse Dean of Wendell ¢ * f P % "'f' 4 v I
and Patrick Dewey Williams Of, Taylor Yates of Ralelgh mece g : -

Zebulon were united in marnag,ej of the bride, was the flower girl. -+
Sept. 23 .at Zebulon Baptist The groom chose his father to &
Church. The double-ring candle- | b€ best man. Groomsmen were
light ceremony was performed by: | Paul Williams of Zebulon, brother__
the Rev. Jack Glasgow. ~iy| of the groom; Mychel Yates of - :

The bride is the daughter of | Raleigh, brother-in-law of the.

Jeanette Dean Johnson of Wen- bride; Steve Johnson of Louis-,
dell and Richard Paul Dean of  DUrg; brother-in-law of the bnch ,
Louisburg. Parents of the bride-~ and David Windley of Oxford. ‘% 1 .
groom are Mr. and Mrs. Max Paul - The bridegroom and groorns—?
Williams Sr. of Zebulon. i men wore black tuxedos. -

| _4
The bride is the granddaughte:': Wedding music was presented -
of Mrs. Milton Mincey of Wen- J.

by Anna Lee Crumpton of New="4 |
dell and the late Milton Mincey.,

ton Grove, harpist; and Sabrma‘ ‘ *
Grandparents of the bndegroom,i "j

Hancock of Zebulon and Crmg
are the late Mr. and Mrs. Dewey" | Prevatte of Knightdale, vocalists.
Sampson Barefoot and the late |

Kim Richards of Kenly pre- -
Mr. and Mrs. Sonnie F, Williams, -  Sided at the guest register. Ginger
Given in marriage by her godfa-

Richards .of Kenly distributed 0 i i
ther, Harry Chamblee, the bride wedding programs. Wedding ch—i.j
She was attended by Lynette

rector was Eva Liles of Zebulon.
Dean Johnson of Louisburg, sister . The bride is a graduate of Zebu-4
of the bride, and Melissa Yates of

5
gt o

g S N A

iy o Mrs Patrick Dewey Williams
* Paula Denise Dean
Reception ‘

Immediately after the wedding,

the bride’s mother hosted a recep-
tion at the Zebulon Rotary Club.
The bride and bridegroom trav-
eled to the reception in a horse-
drawn carriage driven by Larry
Brown of Zebulon. Upon arrival,

lon High School and is employed

9
Raleigh, as matrons of honor. .| | as a floral dcmgner at Center |

il Flower Shop in Zebulon. o |
Bridesmaids were Pam Williams Her husband is.a graduate o

of Zebulon, sister-in-law of the - Zebulon High School and is

bridegroom; Diedre Faison of |
Wendell, cousin of the bride; and ™
Traci:Bennett of Zebulon, couairﬂr
of the bridegroom. :
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itlian <\ A Moy Pagk ‘. of Zebulon, cousin of the bride-
_ md O ' Lol oot 7 groom.
b Melnd, )ﬂf""‘"'qf Y- Rehearsal Dinner
)’Vl 0T On the eve of the wedding, a
fwam,[ fgﬂf/u f]TL i rehearsal dinner was given by the
ol 2 Ao sl parents of the bridegroom-elect at
Yot Ta 4/ -~ Robinwood of Wendell.

c W b rbwbﬁw/ A ) P Bridesmaids’ Luncheon
ST, W ) On Sunday, Sept. 17, the bride-

: . elect entertained her bridesmaids
Caigim j /3 ~ D W FMW SR g at her mother’s home in Wendell.
th%w) ’b— 6 " Waihnt C 9y s Upon arrival, guests were served

DAY cafe au lait. e
% e tl O"”&‘(u Taoe Guests included the bride-
4{5 g /J—&M groom-elect’s mother and Alma
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appliance manager at Lowe’s of |
Zebulon.

After a wedding trip to Maggie |
Valley and Adantic Beach, the
couple will make their home at
Lake Royale in Louisburg.
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guests were welcomed by Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Carlyle of Wendell,
uncle and aunt of the bride. )
the bride’s godmother, Mrs. Harry
Chamblee of Zebulon. The white
linen-covered tables, including
the gift table, were centered with
pastel floral arrangements and
lined with roses. Guests mingled
under a trellised grape arbor while
music played. Goodbyes were
said by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Weidner

Horton aunt of the bnde-elect
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Milton B. Mincey

Milton B. Mincey, 70, of Route 3, Wendell, died Wednesday, Dec.16. 1 1"
Funeral was 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18, at Brown-Wynne Funeral Home, =
Zebulon. Burial was at Gethsemane Memorial Gardens, Zebulon. -

Surviving: wife, Mrs. Lila Alford Mincey; sons, John A. Mincey of ~ 15
New York City, Connie Mack Mincey and George B. Mincey, both of ~ 32
Zebulon; daughters, Mrs. Rhonda Carlyle of Zebulon, Mrs. Alma Hor- A +2
ton and Mrs. Jeanette Johnson, both of Wendell; brother, Marion Mincey  » +2
of Wendell; sister, Mrs. Melba Mincey Bunn of Wendell; half brothers &

H. J. Massey of Wendell, Edward Massey of Roanoke Rapids; halfsisters, 2 T
Mrs. Lillie Mae Connor and Mrs. Gladys Miller, both of Lexington Park, » +4
Md., Mrs. Virginia Herren of Pinson, Ala., Mrs Sarah Cooke of Baltimore, »+2
Md., stepfather, Hurshel J. Massey; 10 grandchildren; three great- ,
grandchildren. —_—
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Ca:olyn McGhee Carter, 41, of
\ Cary dieéd Tuesday, Sept. 12 1995
-at Duke Hospital. Funeral services

-were held Friday, Sept. 15, at Apex
- Funeral Home Chapel, Appx. with

Rev,\Tony Facenda and Rev, James
Upchurch officiating. Bunal was at’
the Apex Cemetery. ~
Surviving: husband Dav1d
Cartcr son, “Jason Ca.rter of the

{ 7 AT Y, FONS N i

““home; father “and stepmother,

Johnny and Lila C. McGhee of
. Chapel Hill;, stepfather, Bill Wright |
~ of Apex;“brother, Paul ' Mmcey of

Carrboro; four sisters, Bonnie Old-
¢ham of Fuquay—Vanna:PauIa Stone
.of Prospect Hill;; Brooke Wright of

Apex,' Connie' Mmcey of Durham;

stepbrother, Craig Mincey of San

Francisco, :Calif.;: stepmstcr Jean

Hollers of Boone:i: 8 ha1t |
. »Memorials may be made to the
“Make A  Wish Foundation, P.O.

Box 32298, Raleigh, NC 27622.
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