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Michael Upchurch III                                                 XID 159 

 

1) From Upchurch Family by Belle Lewter West 
Re Michael Upchurch III (AKA Myhill and Myal) Mrs Ada Morgan of Kansas City, 
MO and Ruble Upchurch of Tennessee are writing a genealogy which will start with 
Michael U III of Brunswick County, VA and continue with his son, George and family 
who migrated to Kentucky via Iredell County, NC. Michael U III was the son of James 
Upchurch I, who in turn was the grandson of Richard U I and great-grandson of Michael 
U I. Michael Upchurch II was his great uncle. The will of James U I was recorded on 27 
May 1765 in Brunswick Co. VA and list wife Elizabeth as executer and mentions 
younger son Myal to whom he gave 200 acres.  
 
Michael Upchurch III had a son named William who moved to Wilkes County, NC. His 
will was probated there in July 1787. Michael U III appeared with John and William 
Upchurch in the militia of Brunswick Co. VA in 1758 and served in the French and 
Indian War. Michael U III and James Upchurch Jr. were registered as voting for Burgess 
in Dec 1768 in Brunswick Co. VA. The name of his wife has not been found. Their 
children were William, George, and Elizabeth.  
 
Michael III enlisted for the Revolutionary War on 11 Feb 1778 as a private in Captain 
Gregory’s Company, 1lth Virginia Regiment of Foot, commanded by Colonel Daniel 
Morgan. (He) did guard duty in July and August. In September, he was hospitalized and 
discharged on 7 Nov 1778 as unfit for duty, receiving 2 pounds for service. Michael U 
III (Myal) was listed for personal property tax in Brunswick Co. VA from 1782 – 1788. 
In 1793, he sold 200 acres of land inherited from his father and was on tax list in 1795 
(28) 
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2) Revolutionary War Muster Sheets for Michael Upchurch III (Fold 3) 
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3) Excerpts below are form pages 13, 18, 19 of letter received 9 Sep 1990 from Marie 
Elizabeth Isbell to RPU. The more extensive excerpt (pages 13 – 20) of this book is 
placed in VA Geographic File. 
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4) Item as page 9 of letter 9 Sep 1990 from Marie Elizabeth Isbell to RPU. 

Historical Register of Virginians in the Revolution 

 

 

 



11 
 

 
 

5) From letter 25 Feb 1998, Eleanor Louis Baker to RPU, p. 2 
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6) From letter 25 Feb 1998 Eleanor Louis Bake to RPU – p.7 
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7) From letter 9 Sep 1990, Marie Elizabeth Isbell to RPU 
 

A. Virginia Colonial Militia 1651 – 1776     edited by William Armstrong Crozier 
Militia Rosters in Henings Statutes at Large: 
 

 
 

Miscellaneous County Rosters                   Militia in Surry County in 1687: 
 
This court having considered the capacitie and abilities of the several freeholders and 
inhabitants of this county doe most humbly present his excellency the following persons  
for horse and foot as they are here several set downe.  Order of council dated 8 Br. Ye 
24th 1687. 
 
For Foot – Michael Upchurch 
 
[Item above most likely refers to Michael U II, not Michael U III – RPU] 
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Miscellaneous County Rosters         Militia in Surry County in 1678: 
 

 
 
B. Index to Saffell’s List of Virginia Soldiers in Revolution 

p. 36 Michael Upchurch, 267 (Note as front of book  - If the page is from 256 – 
269, inclusive the person was either an officer or a private in Col. Daniel 
Morgan’s 11 and 15th VA regiments as they stood from May 31, 1777 to Nov 30 
1778.  
This is a partial Index to Records of the Rev War by Saffell, W.T.T. Index 
Corresponds to 1894 Edition.                                                            * These 
                                                                                                           2 records 

C. Virginia Military Records                                              are for M U II - RPU 
p. 329, Michael Upchurch (index has Upchurch under Col. Thomas Swan –  
Surry County, VA. 
p. 88, Upchurch, James – Court 5, Jun 1782, Brunswick County (VA). Persons 
who gave aid to the American Revolution.  Order Book No. 13, p. 417, 425, 426, 
437, 468, 488, 527. 
 
 
 

XX 13a
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8) See notes of RPU meeting 1988 With John Read Upchurch 
 

A. Virginia Colonial Militia – William Armstrong Crozier, author 

 Brunswick County, VA Sep 1758 

  Michael Upchurch [Michael U III] 

  William Upchurch 

  John Upchurch 

B. Index to Saffell’s list of VA Soldiers 
1. Michael Upchurch – Surry County, VA – Foot Soldier [conclude Michael U II – 

RPU] 
2. Michael Upchurch – p. 36, #267 – Officer or private in Col. Daniel Morgan’s 11th  

and/or 15th Virginia Regiment. Regiment stood 31 May 1777 – 30 Nov 1778 
[conclude this is Michael III – RPU] 

 
9) See page 36 of 2 Feb 1978 letter Elva E. Burkhalter to RPU 

 
A. “27 May 1762, James U (XID 151) bought from Abraham Jones of Halifax County, NC, 

200 acres of land in southern part of Brunswick Co. near Lizard Creek and signed his 
name as follows:   
   James X (his mark) Upchurch 
Comment: The 200 acres purchased by this James Upchurch was left to his son Myal 
(Michael III) (XID 159), the rest of his estate went to his wife, Elizabeth. The will 
recites that Myal is his youngest son. Said James Upchurch’s will of 1765 is not signed 
with a mark” 

B. Page 37 “William, George and Sherrow (Sehwood) Upchurch seem 
to be the sons of Michael Upchurch III, who died in Brunswick Co. Va in 1795” 
 

10) See letter 17 Jan 1992, Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU 

 Michael U III, b.1728 in Brunswick Co. VA, d 1795 same.  Married ……unknown 
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11) From letter, 25 Feb 1998, Eleanor Louise Baker to RPU, p. 6 

 Inventory and appraisement of the Estate of Michael Upchurch III, deceased, 24 Oct    

            1795: 
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12) See records obtained by RPU on 23 Feb 1978 visit to Nat’l Society Colonia Dames XVII 
Century Office in Washington, DC, p. 12. Deed of Brunswick County, VA for 1796 show 
inventory of estate of Michael U III, deceased 24 Oct Book 6, p. 16. 
 

13) See letter 29 Apr 1985, Charles E. Crow to RPU 
 
The inventory of the estate of Michael U, III is referenced in Virginia Wills and 
Administrations 1632 – 1800 by Clayton Torrence. 
 

14) See records obtained by RPU from 23 Feb 1978 to National Society Colonial Dames 
XVII Century office. 

a. P. 15 “Brunswick County Will Book 3, p. 425 – Probate 27 May 1765 – will of 
James Upchurch of Brunswick Co. VA. Wife Elizabeth “to Myal, his younger 
son, 200 acres of land and plantation, lying between Thomas Bracy’s line and 
Benjamin Mosly’s line – Wife Elizabeth, Exor. – Signed James Upchurch. With: 
Absolom Lebbetter, Benjamin Mosly, Isaac Mosly.  (Searcher notes “the phrase 
naming Myal Upchurch, his son, read as though Myal might have been a brother, 
and not the son of James Upchurch – I.B.W) 
 

15) See letter 22 May 1987, Oliver Wingate Upchurch to RPU – Coy Tillman Section 
a. The third Michael Upchurch ended in Brunswick Co. VA in 1782 [actually died 

– 1795 – RPU]. 
b. Brunswick Co. VA Personal Tax Lists 

1782 – Michael Upchurch III 
1783 – Michael Upchurch III 
1784 -85 – no Michael Upchurch III shows 
1786 – Michael Upchurch III 
1787 – Michael Upchurch III 
 

16) From Upchurch Family by Belle Lewter West, pp 25 -6 

 
Cont’d on next page…. 
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17) From Upchurch Story by Olive Morgan, p. 30 
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18) See letter 19 Oct 2001, Hon Read Upchurc to RPU re: A 13 Item Report of Nancy Carter 
Moore from Brunswick County, AV records possibly bearing upon Joseph Upchurch b. 
1775 – RPU comment also shown.

 

 
 

John Read Upchurch
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19) Contacts between Michael Upchurch III and other families in Brunswick Co. Vain 1750 
– 1800 era. 

1. Abraham Jones                  In 1762, sold the 200 acres to James Upchurch I       
                                           which land Michael U III inherited in due course. 
 

2. John Gregory                     They commanded the company regiment in which  
3. Daniel Morgan                   Michael Upchurch II served in 1778. 

 
4. Absolom Ledbetter            Witnessed the Will of James Upchurch I 1765 
5. Isaac Mosley (Moseley) 

 
6. Thomas Bracy    Owned land adjacent to the 200 acres of Abraham  

     Jones. 
 

7. Grief Harwell                     Bought the 200 acres in 1793. 
 

8. John Bass    Witnesses to the 1793 deed, when Michael U III 
9. William Jones   sold the 200 acres. 

Isaac Moseley (5) 
 

10. Thomas Bathshares Administrator of the Estate of Michael U III 
             (Bethshares)         in 1795, 1796. 
 

11. Asa Holloway                              Appraisers of the estate of Michael U III, 
12. Benj’n A. Mosley (Moseley)       1796 

John H. Bass (8)  
 

20) Section in letter, 7 Jan 2002 – John Read Upchurch to RPU. This section is a report to 
John from Nancy Carter Moore re: Bartholomew Upchurch and Michael U III, who lived 
(owned land ) next to a 1 Sep 1777 land sale in Brunswick County, VA – Details 
previously available, but anyway cross reference to the two Upchurches – RPU 

 

 Cont’d on next page…… 
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21)  Input from Anna Marie Crouch via email 13 Feb 2010, regarding the George Upchurch 

clan. 
I. Michael U I 

a. Richard U I 
i. James U I 

1. James U II 
2. Michael U III 

a. George U, head of clan  
md. Rachel Bethshears 
 

cont’d on next page……… 
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22) Item in letter 16 Feb 2002, Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU [to her from John Read 
Upchurch]  
 

 
 
Phil, guess you have this. Records show a good connection to Michael III – Melva 
 
Item in letter 16 Feb 2002 Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU 
 
Note: I have made a copy of this for the Biofile of Michael U III. From the above, I 
question that Michael U III had a son David [my records show David as a grandson of 
Michael U III]. Whether James U and Joseph U (b. 1775) were children of Michael U III 
is still an open debate in my mind – RPU 6 Jun 2002.  
 

23) Item in letter 7 Sep 2007, Margaret Louise Harris to RPU.  Details are given in the 
introduction reproduced below.  Note the date of 14 Sep 1758. Numbers = money paid. 

Introduction:  

 

Cont’d on next page…… 
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For the full 2-page article, see Biofile of Margaret Louise Harris – 7 Sep 2007.  It includes 
entries for Virginia Counties. Only Brunswick Co. VA contained Upchurch names – See Below 

 

RPU proposes the above as follows: 

        William Upchurch II b abt 1735 XID 161         

  Michael U III, b. 1712 XID 159                   Brothers    

             John U III b abt. 1741 XID 157 , son of James U III          First Cousins 

24) From email 17 Aug 2009, Patricia Levan to RPU 
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25) This entry is a 90% reproduction, reconfigured version of the appraisement of the estate 
of Michael U III, date 25 Jan 1796 in Brunswick Co. VA Entry in the Biofile of Michael 
U III – Records of Robert Phillip Upchurch – see Entries 11 and 16 for more.  
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Appraisement of estate of Michael U, III, dated 25 Jan 1796 in Brunswick Co. VA – in 
letter 21 Sep 2001, John Read Upchurch to RPU 
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26) Supplementary information provided in email 5 Aug 2015 to RPU by Kevin Grant Rice – 
p. 6 and 7 of his Biofile. 

I. Michael U, III md Frances [need evidence of Frances] 
a. George Upchurch – Head of Clan md Rachel Bethshares (Bethshears) 

i. Rachel Upchurch md Keelan Williams b. 1795(NC) d 1859, (Edmunsen 
County, KY) Keelen was son of Cely William – later Keeton 

1. Rachel Williams md.(28 Dec 1853) [error 1843] Benjamin Adkins 
Jr., son of Benjamin Adkins Sr and Catherine “Kate” Stigall 

a. James Francis Adkins md. Sidney Jane Parmly daughter of 
George Washington Parmely and Elizabeth Phipp. 
 

Note: I have looked through the pages of Michael III’s biofile, and have not found any evidence 
for him having a wife Frances – RPU 14 Aug 2015 

 


