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Michael Upchurch I     XID 146 

 

(1) In 1654 Valentine Patten and Robert Hubard, both of Westmoreland County, VA were 
recorded as being the party which brought one Michael Upchurch to America.  From 
“Early Virginia Immigrants 1623 – 1666” by George Cabell Greer (12) 

(2) Michael Upchurch I, came to Virginia in 1649 – 1650 or before. Letter dated 27 Mar 
1651 by him sent to England reveals wife’s name as Frances – probably Delke [not 
Delke- RPU].  Michael Upchurch I, lease land in Yorke County, Virginia, 2 Jan 1656 (at 
Lawne’s Creek). On 4 Nov 1662, Michael witnessed a deed at Lawne’s Creek. Michael 
Upchurch I was born about 1620 – was involved in parish tax rebellion on 12 Dec 1673.  
In 1663, 1668, 1678, Michael Upchurch I was listed as tithable at Lawne’s Cree Parrish 
Church (Surry County, VA) -exempt from taxes 1679 – death date not known. Michael 
Upchurch and Frances (Delke) Upchurch appeared to have three children – 2 sons and 2 
daughter.  

1. Richard 
2. Michael Jr (II) 

[This input from Upchurch Family by Belle West] 

(3) See records obtained by RPU on 23 Feb 1978 visit to Nat’l Society Colonial Dames XVII 
Century office – Washington DC.  

a. Pg 13 “In State Library of Richmond VA – the magazine of VA History. The 
Ferrar Papers Vol 11 p. 44- 
Communicated by Michael Upchurch Little Gidding Ealing England 1626 – 
1688 to Virginia Ferrar who acted for her father who was a deputy to the 
secretary.  A quaint letter to her by Michael Upchurch, 27 Mar 1651 
says….(quotes letter as published by Belle West – RPU). 

b. Pg. 13 – Cavaliers and Pioneers – Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants 
1623 – 1800 by Nell Nugent – Vol 1 pg 290. “Vallentine Pattent -----100 acres 
Westmoreland County, Jun 6, 1654. Patent Book No. 3, pa 272 – Upon Aguaí 
River (Creek) along land of Richard Cadsford. Transfer of 20 persons; Emory 
Macalster, Daniel Grey, John Ulright, John Cook, Theo Leven, Wm. Gage, Robt 
Paynter, Johan Hoote, Richard Welch, Wm. Gevings, Michael Upchurch, etc – 
Richard Hubard Patent.  

c. Pg 1. Surry County Court House – Surry County VA.  Deeds Will and Orders, 
1671 – 1684, p 62 – 65. Meeting at Parrish of Lawnes Creek (Episcopal) Jun 3, 
1673.  The meeting was for purpose of protesting against taxes.  Several who 
attended were summoned, but Michael Upchurch, even though he admitted to 
being there testified he knew nothing of the business that was transacted, nor the 
purpose of the meeting. 

d. Michael Upchurch order for administration ate of July 25, 1681.  Surry County 
Deeds, Wills, and Orders, 1671 1684, page 446, item 288 
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e. John U, Wm U, Michael U, were among those paid provisions for militia for 
years 1756 – 1758.  Per Henning Vol 7. (note: this is probably Michael U III – 
XID 159 RPU) 

f. Pg 14 – Surry County Orders, Wills, Deeds 1684 – 1686 p. 8. A list of tithables 
belonging to Lawne’s Creek Parrish taken 5 Jun 1684. Wido. Upchurch for 
Michael U. 

g. Pg 12 – Brunswick County VA Militia under Capt. Goodrich. Michael Upchurch, 
William U, John U (Note: This is probably Michael Upchurch III XID 159 RPU) 
 

(4) See page 31 of 2 Feb 1978 letter Elva Eva Burkhalter to RPU 
a. “Surry County VA. A list of tithables inhabiting upon people of Lawne’s Creek 

Parish, 10 Jun 1677 – Michael Upchurch” 
b. “A list of tithables belonging to Lawne’s Creek parish in Surry County taken ye 

12th of June 1683. Widow Upchurch for Michael Upchurch, I. 
 

(5) See 20 Jul 1979 Letter Julia Elizabeth Upchurch to RPU 
She lists Michael Upchurch as born 1620 England, md 1652 Frances (?) and died 1681 
Surry County, VA. 
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(6) From Upchurch Family of England, Virginia and North Carolina by Belle Lewter West 

1972, p. 5 

 

(7) From Letter 25 Oct 1993 – Lessie Leona lee to RPU 

“Michael Upchurch, b. 1620 (England) med 1651 (VA) Frances Delka (Belke) d 1690 
(VA). Michael Upchurch d 1681 (Surry County, VA) [Source of this information not 
given] 
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(8) From Letter 27 May 1992 Paul T. Upchurch to RPU “Testimony of the Insurrection 
Group” 
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(9) Page 3 of 30 May 1978 Letter, Belle West to RPU 
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(10)            
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(11)  Names in Correspondence in 1630 – 1660 era between the fathers of Little Gidding 
and individuals in the Colonies. From letter 28 Jun 1995, David Ransome to RPU 
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(12) [Received in letters 28 Jun 1994 and 23 Jul 1994 to RPU – This is the item referred to in 
West Book p. 14, which reports that Mrs. Martha (Upchurch) Tidd was looking for the 
original of this letter at Magdalene College, Cambridge University, England, when she 
encountered a second letter written by Michael Upchurch I] 
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(13) See letter 6 Oct 1990 Marie Elizabeth Isbell to RPU 

  Virginia Wills and Administration – 1632 – 1800 Surry County VA – Michael Upchurch 1681 
– Administration Bond or Estate Account (Given in absence of inventory) 
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(14) From letter 27 May 1992 Paul J Upchurch to RPU 

 

(cont’d on next page) 
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(15) 
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I. In Letter 27 May 1992, Paul T. Upchurch to RPU – Notes made by Paul on a 1992 trip 
from FL to VA re Michael Upchurch I and later Unchurches. 
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II. From Letter, 2 Dec 1997, Beverly G. Isbell to RPU.  “This is at the Statue of Liberty – As 
you come into the United States. I got this from Chuck’s sister, Debbie” [Note: This is 
probably from Ellis Island, rather than Statue of Liberty – RPU] 
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III. Item (p.7) of Letter 9 Sep 1990, Marie Elizabeth Isbell to RPU 
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(22) From, Upchurch Family of England, Virginia, and North Carolina, by Belle Lewter West 
(pp 13 -20) 
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(2-1) Wills of Michael and Frances Upchurch, received by RPU in a letter, 14 Oct 1982 from 
Mabel Louis Upchurch. 
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(3-2) Items D7 and D8 regarding Michael Upchurch – Input of Martha Lucy Upchurch, per her 
Biofile entry, 18 May 1968. 
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(3-3) Copies of an exchange of letters in Ltr 10 Jul 2003, Robert Freddie Barrs, Sr to RPU 

 

Crossfile: Dennis Montgomery 

Robert F. Barrs, Sr 

Surry County, VA 

Eva May Gregory 

Michael Upchurch I 
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(4-1) From Email,25 Aug 2014, Peggy Fae Sheets to RPU 

 

I. Robert Delke, SR married ( ) Alice – possibly nee Davenport 
a. Robert Delke, Jr 

I. Alice (Davenport) Delke married Nicholas Reynolds                 half Siblings 
a. Francis Reynolds (M) 
b. Robert Reynolds 

Peggy wonders of the wife of Michael Upchurch I (known to be Frances) could be nee 
REYNOLDS, but says it is unlikely Alice and Nicholas would name a son Francis and a 
daughter, Frances.  Peggy I agree that learning more about the neighbors of Michael Upchurch 
I could be helpful. 

(5-1) See email 26 Jan 2010, Mae Frances Davenport to Ray NMN White Jr, in her Biofile and 
his response of 26 Jan 2010 in his Biofile, regarding the following array of people 

From RPU Chart 

I. Michael Upchurch I (1624 – 1681) 
a. Michael U II (1667 -1697) 
b. Richard U I (1658 – bef 1700)                  

i. John U I (1678 – 1758) 
ii. William U I  

iii. James U I (1685 – 1765) 
d. Now comes the interesting info...on the 

1679 Tithable record for Lawne’s Creek 
Parish of Surry County, Virginia, 
Michael Upchurch is listed… AND 
SO IS HIS SON, 
MICHAEL. I have a copy of the actual                         
record in my hand as I speak…and it’s                        
clear and easy to read: Michael Upchurch 
& Michael his son...  

e. This really excites me. Now we can see that he’d 
reached 16 by 1679, making him born after 
10 Jun 1662 and before 10 Jun 1663. 

f. Could it possibly be that since Michael II was                                                           
born earlier than thought, that he might be the 

Mae has paragraphs A – E in her 
email, none of which are produced 
here. In A, D, E, F, she reports that 
new evidence shows Michael II 
was born between 10 Jun 1662 and 
10 Jun 1663 – earlier than West 
reported – based on this, she asks 
if Michael II could be the father of 
John U I, Wm U I, & James U I. 
(see G) next page. 
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father of John, William, and James, instead of                             
Richard (c. 1658 – 1700)? When we thought 
he wasn’t old enough to have fathered John, 
(b. 1678), it made sense that Richard was the  
father. But now we can see that Michael II 
would have been about 17 years of age. 
 

g. I’ve never really studied the two sons of 
Michael (1624 – 1681), so I’m not sure  
of the validity of whether Richard U (1658 – 
1700), or now this son Michael would have 
been the father of John, Wm, and James. 
 
What do you think? 
 

c. First though, let me give you this from  
Belle Lewter West’s book: 
 
Michael U II, in Surry County, VA, seems 
to have been the youngest son of Michael 
and Frances Upchurch. He was first  
mentioned in records as a tithable at Lawne’s 
Creek Parish Church by his mother, Frances, 
on the 12th of Jun 1683, indicating that he 
had just reached the age of sixteen…. 
 
So we’ve all used that information about 
Michael II as nothing else had ever 
surfaced to make us think differently. Ms. 
West’s findings suggested that Michael II 
was born about 1667. 
 

x. This is absolutely fascinating, and you could 
be onto something really significant. It will  
need to be thought out, but Michael II would’ve 
been really young, still I notice that John  
apparently had a daughter, Elizabeth, b. 25 Dec 
1701 – which (usually) would mean having been 
born 1670 – 75, and there were at least two boys, 
John Jr and James, for whom I do not have a  
birthdate.  If they were before Elizabeth, then 
John’s marriage might have been a littler earlier 
(or not). In any event, this would imply that  
Michael II would need to have been born not much later than c. 1650. 

 

In C, Mae shows that West thought 
Michael II, b abt 1667 – Roy’s 
response in given in X. 

[RPU Comments: I will agree that 
the dates for the first 4 generations 
need to be revisited and any new 
data analyzed with change in 
partage if needed. However, d do 
agree with Roy that even if 
Michael II was born 1662, he 
would have been only about 16 
when John I was born in 1776 – 
hence not likely father and son.   

Note: Mae is writing a book on 
Michael U I, in late Mar 2010.] 
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(5-1) The item below makes reference to Michael I in VA. It was sent on 17 Nov 2006 by Mae 
Frances (Davenport) Cox to Kevin Michael Burton, who sent it on to RPU under cover of his 
letter of 27 Nov 2006 [Note: I am unable to pursue this in detail at present, but will cross file it as 
follows: 

Michael U, I; Surry County, VA; Isle of Wight County, VA, Robert Bennett; Edward Bennett; 
Robert Lawrence 

 

From: Mae Cox 
To Burton, Kevin 
Subject: Cussell Creek 
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(6-1) Item in letter, 4 Jul 2003 – Robert Freddie Barrs, Sr to RPU (copy placed also in Surry 
County, VA file) 

 



33 
 

 
 

 



34 
 

 
 

(7 -1) Item in letter 7 Sep 2007, Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 
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(27) Excerpt from the book “Michael Upchurch – His Life, His Times, His Legary: 1624 - 1681” 
by Mae D. Cox, Apr 2008, Second Edition January 2012 

Item: pages 11 – 73 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
































































































































