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FROM THE EDITOR

S ending heartfelt thanks
to two of our busiest
board members, Carla
Michaels and Jay Buck for
sharing their active lives
and research with us.

Father’s Day will be ob-
served on Sunday June 15th

May 15, 2025

Wake County Cemetery Census
Project Comes Full Circle!

It was a pro-
ject decades
in the making,
but Irene Kit-

tinger'S efforts ». W l“._“b 21!!.!.
to document |} o ' 3
> - |

and make avail- il
able to a wide
audience a
Wake County
Cemetery Sur-
vey Project has
now come full
circle. A team of
volunteers in
the late 1970s
and 1980s doc-
umented as
many Wake
County Cemeteries as they could
locate to record the grave markers
and other pertinent information.
Our own Phil Upchurch assisted
Irene in her efforts!

=== viv

Irene's intention was to publish a
book containing this research and
documentation, but she was not
able to accomplish this part of her

by Catla Michaels

Katherine, Carla and Cyndi in the stacks in the filing cabinets where
the materials will be stored.

goal. However, she donated all her
research materials to UAFA with
the hope that the information
would be published. In stepped the
Wake County Genealogical Society
and their committee headed by
Cyndi Deal, who made this dream
of Irene's a reality.

Continued on Page 4
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Don't forget that

UAFA has an index
for previous editions

of our newsletter.
Click
this resource!

to access

Upchurch and Allied Families
— A resource for linking,
preserving, and supporting

family history.

To print this free family tree
(735%952), go to: Family Tree

Remember the olden days when
we used the card catalogue to lo-
cate research material?

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION

UPCHURCH & ALLIED
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UAFA—Home
Description of UAFA

Newsletter Archive

Join UAFA
Transcribed UAFA Biofiles

Board Member Resumes

Contact Form
Contribute

Jay Buck, Office Manager
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org

Cindy Hale, Editor
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project
Italiaig@aol.com

Access to Upchurch Office/Library
in Cary, NC — Carla Michaels

c¢jm400@gmail.com

Family Trees In Ancestry.com:

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch
Family Trees (Upchurch Clans) —
contact Linda Upchurch Sparks
lusparks@eplus.net

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees
(Families closely associated with Up-
churches) - Contact Dr. Steve Terry

Upchurch & Allied Families
| on Facebook
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I n browsing newspapers.com, an
1888 advertisement for N.B. Up-
church caught my

Helena in Napa Valley. It was
there on the 3oth of August 1894
that N.B. tragically died

eye. N.B. Upchurch
was a dentist plying
his trade in Solano
County, CA. Re-
search on Find-A-
Grave suggests that
the initials N.B. stood
for Nathan Bradley
Upchurch. However,
Dr. Phil Upchurch in
his research, shows
the name to Nathan
Buford Upchurch. I'm
going with RPU on
this one as Nathan
Buford Upchurch can
be found on a voter's
register in Napa County, CA in 1892.

In July 1885 N.B. Upchurch appeared
on a register of licensed dentists in the
state of California, although other
newspaper items suggest he was prac-
ticing dentistry as early as 1883 in the
town of Vacaville in Solano County
(Whether he received formal training
is up to debate). It was in Vacaville,
that N.B. married Dorinda "Rinnie"
Wells, a native of Linn County, IA.
This couple would go on to have four
children. By 1892, N.B. moved his
family and practice to the town of St.

- ""t 1™

of an overdose of lauda-
num, whether this was
an accident or suicide is
unknown. His wife
would later go on to
marry Camillus Eugen
Williams, and this un-
ion would produce one
child.

Nathan was born in
Fentress County, TN on
July 22nd, 1859. He
was the son of George
Washington and Sarah

J. McGee and a de-
k- Upcuus scendant of George Up-

church, head of Upchurch Clan
number 5. How Nathan and his
two siblings, Samantha and Victo-
ria, would end up on the west
coast is a story that, as RPU would
say, needs further research.

Jay Buck

Upchurch and Allied Families
Association

P. O. Box 3856

Chesterfield, MO 63006
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Upchurches in the News
By Jay Buck

SUDDEN -DEATH.

Dr. N. D. Upcharch Takes an Over-
dose of Laundanam.

N. D. Upchureh, the dentist, took
an overdose of laudanum at 11
o'clock Wednesday night at his
home in 8t. Helena and died at 5:30
o’clock Thursday morning.

Coroner Kyser was summoned
and went to St. Helena on the
morning train. At the inquest
held on his arrival these facts were
developed. The doctor after par-
taking of a late supper retired about
10 o’clock and one hour later sug-
gested the need of a dose of lauda-
num. He went to the medicine
closet and took from the laudanum
bottle a dose which he at the time
remarked ‘‘could hurt no one.”

SBometime after this his wife no-
ticed that he was breathing heavily
and alarmed at his condition sent for
physicians and from that moment
until the hour of his death every
eftort was made to arouse him from
the sleep which proved to be his
Jast.

It is perfectly clearthat the doc-
tor did not take the drug with sui-
cidal intent. He leaves to mourn
his sudden demise a wife and four
children (the youngest 14 years old).

The doctor came to St. Helenaz
four years ago and succeeded to the
dentistry business of Dr. Davis.

He was a native of Tennessee, aged
35 years.
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Wake County Cemetery Census
Project Comes Full Circle!
Continued from Page 1

All Irene's research is now online for
free at https://wakecogen.org/
cpage.php?pt=49

The final step in preserving these mate-
rials has now been taken. Carla =
Michaels, Cary UAFA Office Manager - §  mmmmmmmo==ET
and Volunteer Coordinator and Cyndi 3
Deal of the WCGS carried all the original
materials to the State Archives of North
Carolina for safe keeping. We were met
by Katherine Crickmore, Reference Ar-
chivist, who happily accepted the dona-
tion and kindly showed us where the
materials would be housed. Although all
the information is available online, re-
searchers might want to see the originals
one day, and in the event of an internet
catastrophe, the originals will always be _ g You may reach Carla
there to create this online project again. ] : at epngeo@ygmatl.com
(There are also several digital backups!)

Once again, thank you to Cyndi Deal and >*

Katherine, Cyndi and Carla
in Archives Lobby.

Irene’s Cemetery Materials in
the Archives Reading Room

=l

her team at the WCGS and the State Ar-
chives for digitizing, making available
online, and preserving this important
Wake County treasure chest and snap-
shot of history. Irene would be delight-
ed!
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