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Sharon Rone Self 
wrote:  I thought this 
might make a nice 
short story in the news-
letter. My uncle Har-
old Lamar Upchurch 
was the youngest Lieu-
tenant ever commis-
sioned in the US Signal 

Corps in 1943 during WWII.   
I have attached the original 
article, a translation 
(because the news print is 
hard to read ) and a better 
photo of him (below). He was 
my mother's brother and de-
scended from the Moses clan.  

O ur publication just missed 

Mother’s Day this year but I 

feel it’s still important to mention it 

by adding some quotes about the 

dear person who we call Mother… 

 
It takes a lifetime to truly appreci-
ate all the ways a good mom makes 
all the difference. —Ellen Bren-
neman 
 
Motherhood is tough. Moms are 
tougher. —Keion Jackson 
 
When I grow up, I want to be just 
like my mom… beautiful. —Amy 
Trowbridge Yates 
 
Of all the people who pour sun-
shine into our days, moms are the 
best. —Keely Chace 
 
Smiles and hugs, joy and love… 
that’s what great moms are made 
of. —Paige DeRuyscher 
 
Moms just know… How to help. 
How to heal. How to listen. How to 
love. —Bill Gray 
 
M-O-M is just another way of 
spelling LOVE.—Keely Chace 
 

LT. Harold L. Upchurch, Youngest First  
Lieutenant Ever Commissioned in the     
United States Signal Corps (WWII) 

FROM THE EDITOR 

UAFA National Home Office | 1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120 | Cary, NC 27511 -4594 

Honoring  

All 

Who 

Served 

 

Harold Lamar 

Upchurch  
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UPCHURCH & ALLIED 

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  

 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 
Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library 
in Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

UAFA Tree Masters: 

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch 
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net  

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry 
sdterry@ncsu.edu  

 

Upchurch & Allied   

Families on Facebook 

 

Dr. David Thomas Upchurch, GA 

President 
 

Woody H Yates, MBA, CPM - NC 

Vice President 
 

Debra Upchurch Heck, MO 

Treasurer/Secretary 
 

Carla Michaels, Cary, NC 

Director 
 

Nancy-Blair Upchurch Ariano, GA 

Director 
 

Staley C. Smith, Apex, NC 

Director 
 

Linda Upchurch Sparks, TN  

Director 
 

Michael R. Upchurch, Raleigh, NC 

Director 
 

Dr. Stephen Terry, NC 

Director 
 

Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC 

Director 
 

Jay C. Buck, Chesterfield, MO 

Director 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

BOARD MEMBER RESUMES 

The Belle Lewter West books 

“Upchurch Family of England, Vir-

ginia, and North Carolina” are 

SOLD OUT, thanks to Jim Taylor 

of Texas for his donation, all pro-

ceeds will go to UAFA and its mis-

sion to carry on the work of our 

founder, Phil Upchurch —Thank 

you too to all who purchased the 

book.  =) 

Upchurch and Allied Families 
—  A resource for linking,  

preserving, and supporting 
family history.  

Mike Upchurch, Nancy Saul, Carla Michaels & Woody 
Yates  

UAFA OPEN HOUSE 

June 22, 2024  

1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120                                                  

Cary, NC 27511-4594 

1:00-4:00 PM 

Save the Date! 

https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.docx?dl=0
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officer candidate school at Ft. Mon-

mouth, N.J. where he was commis-

sioned a second lieutenant in No-

vember 1942. He was promoted to 

First Lieutenant August 12th, at 

Camp Crowder where he has been 

stationed since February. 

He finished Lexington High School 

(MS) in May, 1940 at the age of 17 

and entered the service the follow-

ing fall. Lt. Upchurch has been 

home on a brief leave this week with 

his parents, leaving Wednesday by 

plane from the Grenada Air Base for 

Camp Crowder. 

 

 

 

LT . Harold L. Upchurch, 

Youngest First Lieutenant 

Ever Commissioned in the United 

States Signal Corps (WWII) Lt. Har-

old Upchurch, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Walter Levi Upchurch of, Sr. of Lex-

ington, MS is the youngest first lieu-

tenant in the United States Signal 

Corps. He was 20 years old on Au-

gust 16 (1943). 

Stationed now as a radio instructor 

at Camp Crowder, Mo., Lt. Upchurch 

has been in the service since Novem-

ber, 1940 when he entered with Bat-

tery B of the 11th Field Artillery of 

the National Guard. He was with that 

outfit until August, 1942, when he 

transferred to the Signal Corps and 

with the rank of sergeant entered 

 

 

LT. Harold L. Upchurch, Youngest First Lieutenant Ever 
Commissioned in the United States Signal Corps (WWII) Continued from Page 1 
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By Jay Buck 

Unchurches in the News 

 

I n 1941, Stanley Upchurch was living in Coos 

County, Oregon. That year Upchurch purchased 

a 1933 coupe which ended up being destroyed by 

fire.  Inquiring minds want to know: was the car in-

sured, or did it have a warranty?  But in lieu of find-

ing any more about his misfortune, lets delve into his 

family history. 

According to his 1999 obituary, Stanley Armster Up-

church was born in Missouri to Bellinger and Dica 

Olive Huddleston in 1921.  He married Lorena "Sis" 

Hiatt in 1939 and moved to the Coos Bay area later 

that year.  He worked as a logger, a cowboy and a 

bartender until retiring in 1979.  Stanley was a de-

scendant of George Upchurch (1757 - 1831) head of 

Upchurch Clan #5.  

The accompa-

nying photo 

shows Henry 

Herschel (R) 

and Stanley in 

front of a car 

that is probably 

not the 1933 

coupe. 

 

 
 


