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M E M n R l A L LT. Harold L. Upchurch, Youngest First

Lieutenant Ever Commissioned in the
# United States Signal Corps (WWII)

Sharon Rone Self  Corps in 1943 during WWIL
wrote: I thought this I have attached the original
might make a nice article, a translation

short story in the news- (because the news print is
letter. My uncle Har- hard to read ) and a better

old Lamar Upchurch photo of him (below). He was
was the youngest Lieu- MY mother's brother and de-

tenant ever commis- scended from the Moses clan.
sioned in the ‘US Signal

Continued on Page 3

~

ur publication just missed . } g.a,‘_ﬂ»’;j
Mother’s Day this year but I & farold Lamar | -
feel it’s still important to mention it | |
by adding some quotes about the
dear person who we call Mother...

el

Upchurch o

It takes a lifetime to truly appreci-
ate all the ways a good mom makes
all the difference. —Ellen Bren-
neman

Motherhood is tough. Moms are
tougher. —Keion Jackson

When I grow up, I want to be just
like my mom... beautiful. —Amy
Trowbridge Yates

Of all the people who pour sun-
shine into our days, moms are the
best. —Keely Chace
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The Belle Lewter wWest books

“Upchurch Family of England, Vir-

givia, and North Carolina” are
SOLD OUT, thanks to Jim Taylor

of Texas for his donation, all pro-

ceeds will 9o to UAFA and its mis-
sion to carry on the work of our
founder, Phil Upchurch —Thank
vou oo to all who purchased +he
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LT. Harold L. Upchurch, Youngest First Lieutenant Ever

Commissioned in the United States Signal Corps (WWII) Continued from Page 1

L . Harold L. Upchurch,
Youngest First Lieutenant
Ever Commissioned in the United
States Signal Corps (WWII) Lt. Har-
old Upchurch, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Walter Levi Upchurch of, Sr. of Lex-
ington, MS is the youngest first lieu-
tenant in the United States Signal
Corps. He was 20 years old on Au-

gust 16 (1943).

Stationed now as a radio instructor
at Camp Crowder, Mo., Lt. Upchurch
has been in the service since Novem-
ber, 1940 when he entered with Bat-
tery B of the 11th Field Artillery of
the National Guard. He was with that
outfit until August, 1942, when he
transferred to the Signal Corps and
with the rank of sergeant entered

Youngest Licutenant
officer candidate school at Ft. Mon- :
mouth, N.J. where he was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in No-
vember 1942. He was promoted to
First Lieutenant August 12th, at
Camp Crowder where he has been
stationed since February.

He finished Lexington High School
(MS) in May, 1940 at the age of 17
and entered the service the follow-
ing fall. Lt. Upchurch has been

home on a brief leave this week with
his parents, leaving Wednesday by
plane from the Grenada Air Base for |
Camp Crowder.

LT. HAROLD UPCHURCH
Lt. Harold Upchurch, son of Mr. and

Mrs. W. L. Upchurch. Sr., of Lexington,
is the yvoungest first licutenant in the
nited Signal Corps. He
200 wvears old on August 16th.
Stationed instructor
at Camp Crowder, Mo., Lt. Upchurch has
been in the serviee since November,
1940 when he entered with Battery B
oi the 114th Field Artillery of the Nat-
ional Guard. He was with that outfit
rantil August, 1932, when he transferred
!to the Signal Corps and with the rank

States was

now as a radioe

fol sereeant. entered officer candidate
ischoel at Ft. Monmouth, N. J., where he
{was eommissioned a second lieutenant

|

iin November, 1942, He was promoted
ity fir<t lieutenant August 12th, at Camp
| Crowder where he has been stationed
since February.

e finished Lexington High School
in May, 1040 at the age of 17 and enter-
ed servies the iallowing fall. Lt Up-
church has been home on a brief leave
this weex with his parents, leaving Wed-
nesday by plane from the Grenada Air
Base for Camp Crowder,
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By Jay Buck

a 1933 coupe which ended up being
fire. Inquiring minds want to know

family history.

scendant of George Upchurch (1757
Upchurch Clan #5.

Car Is Destroyed by

B e 1 3

‘ire Near Charleston

| A 1933 model coupe, said to be-
¢ long to Stanley Upchurch of
== Charleston, was destroyed hy fire
' on the Cape Arago highway a shorl
distance south of Charleston early

no one around.
| today the fire broke out

= could do nothing to stop it
«4 purchased the car recently
=i o Marshfield dealer.

Upchurch told Marshficld police §
under- -’__-
neath the floorboards and that he |, spxas

He | ¢
from [«

Unchurches in the News

n 1941, Stanley Upchurch was living in Coos
County, Oregon. That year Upchurch purchased

destroyed by

: was the car in-
sured, or did it have a warranty? But in lieu of find-
ing any more about his misfortune, lets delve into his

According to his 1999 obituary, Stanley Armster Up-
church was born in Missouri to Bellinger and Dica
Olive Huddleston in 1921. He married Lorena "Sis"
Hiatt in 1939 and moved to the Coos Bay area later
that year. He worked as a logger, a cowboy and a
bartender until retiring in 19779. Stanley was a de-

-1831) head of

The accompa-
nying photo
shows Henry
Herschel (R)
and Stanley in
front of a car

| that is probably
' not the 1933
coupe.

today.
The fire broke out about mid-|
night. Officers called to investi-

gate found the vehicle burning but




