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The news coming out of the Eastern 

European country of Ukraine in recent 

days has been both heartbreaking and 

alarming as Russian soldiers have in-

vaded the country in an attempt by 

Russian President Vladimir Putin to 

forcibly bring the Ukrainian nation 

back under Russia's authoritarian con-

trol. 

The world has watched in amazement 

as the people of Ukraine have bravely 

fought back against the much larger 

and powerful armed invaders. And 

while the conflict is 5,633 miles away 

from the Parkland, that doesn't mean 

the conflict has no effect on people liv-

ing in southeast Missouri. One has on-

ly to look at the way gas prices shot up 

over $3.50 a gallon overnight to know 

that it most certainly does. 

Bobby Upchurch, the pastor of Provi-

dence Baptist Church in Bonne Terre 

<Missouri> and an English teacher at 

Farmington High School, spent much 

of his life growing up in the countries 

of Belarus and Ukraine as the son of 

Southern Baptist foreign missionaries, 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Pastor Upchurch Recalls Ukraine 

O ur main story Pastor Up-

church Recalls Ukraine is a 

timely one. Dr. Tom Up-

church let me know that this family 

descends from the Harmon Up-

church Clan. Robert Lee “Bobby” 

Upchurch is the son of Daniel Mark 

Upchurch and Lori Jane Shoemak-

er Upchurch, pictured on page 3. 

If you are interested in doing gene-

alogy research at The Library of 

Congress from your home com-

puter take note! 

Friday, March 25, 2022 

1:00 pm to 2:00 pm CT 

Online Meeting - Free 

Genealogy Research at the Library 

of Congress from Your Home Com-

puter hosted by Milwaukee County 

Genealogical Society (MCGS) 

Mark F. Hall and Sheree Budge are 

Librarians and Collection Special-

ists in the History and Genealogy 

Section of the Library of Congress 

in Washington D.C. They will give 

an overview of what genealogy re-

sources are available at the LOC 

and how to find the collections 

online from home. 

Registration: Non-members, please 

send an email to:                                      

info@milwaukeegenealogy.org to 

be added to the invite list for the 

online meeting. Members will auto-

matically receive a link. 

Cindy Hale  

UAFA National Home Office | 1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120 | Cary, NC 

Continued on page 3 

Dan and Lori Upchurch. His parents, 

who were recently evacuated from their 

home in Ukraine, are remaining in the 

region to help other refugees escape 

the Russian Army. Upchurch offered 

his perspective on the violent invasion 

as someone who has great love and 

concern for the people of Ukraine. 

On the Ukraine mission field 

"My parents have lived in that part of 

the world for the last 22 years," Up-

church said. "We became international 

missionaries in 2000 and spent the 

first part of that time in Kyiv, and so we 

were in Ukraine for language school. 

For most of the time I was there — and 

I was there for all my junior high and 

high school — we lived in Belarus. 

"We served there working as church 

planters. Essentially what we were do-

ing was helping start new churches all 

across the lower region of Belarus, 

which is ironically where all those 

troops are set up right now — just out-

side the city where I grew up, so it’s 

crazy even thinking about that. 

mailto:info@milwaukeegenealogy.org


UAFA NEWSLETTER  March 15,  2022 –Page 2  

 

UPCHURCH & ALLIED 

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  

 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 
Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library 
in Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

UAFA Tree Masters: 

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch 
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net  

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry 
sdterry@ncsu.edu  

 

Upchurch & Allied   

Families on Facebook 

 

Dr. David Thomas Upchurch, GA 

President 
 

Woody H Yates, MBA, CPM - NC 

Vice President 
 

Debra Upchurch Heck, MO 

Treasurer/Secretary 
 

Carla Michaels, Cary, NC 

Director 
 

Nancy-Blair Upchurch Ariano, GA 

Director 
 

Staley C. Smith, Apex, NC 

Director 
 

Linda Upchurch Sparks, TN  

Director 
 

Michael R. Upchurch, Raleigh, NC 

Director 
 

Dr. Stephen Terry, NC 

Director 
 

Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC 

Director 
 

Dr. John Calhoun Upchurch, GA 

Director 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

A Reminder to the 

guy’s from Brenda Car-

bon, Italia19@aol.com, 

UAFA’s DNA Project 

Coordinator:  

Have you taken the Y 

DNA test? We are in 

need of additional   

Upchurch male testers.               

Thank you for               

considering                    

this request. 

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
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According to Upchurch, Mogilyov is 

the lowest region in Belarus where 

people can live safely before entering 

the area that was made uninhabitable 

after the Chernobyl nuclear power 

station released massive amounts of 

radioactive material into the environ-

ment in April 1986. 

"It was considered the safe zone," 

Upchurch said. "I guess we were pret-

ty safe — I don’t glow in the dark or 

anything. I guess I turned out OK. 

"After I moved back to the states, my 

two younger brothers moved to 

Ukraine. My dad took over a semi-

nary program where for the last 12 

years or so, he has worked with two 

seminary programs training pastors 

to go out all over Eastern Europe and 

start churches. Because of that, both 

he and my mom have worked with 

people all over Ukraine and that 

whole eastern block." 

The city where Upchurch's parents 

made their home before being evacu-

ated is a hive of activity as Ukrainians 

make an attempt to get out of the 

country. 

"They’re in Belarus sometimes, in 

Armenia sometimes, but they live in 

Lviv," he said. "It’s become Grand 

Central Station right now because it’s 

where everybody is evacuating from. 

They had a stint in Kyiv and then 

they’ve been in Lviv for the last six 

years. They’ve started churches. The 

church they just started, the only 

building that they could find to do 

this church, they could only get the 

basement of that building. They’ve 

been using the basement for the last 

little bit. 

"They didn’t know why that hap-

pened. They have a little fellowship 

room and the only couches that they 

could find to buy were all pullout 

couches. At the time they were ask-

ing, ‘Why do we have these heavy 

couches to take down to this place?’ 

And now their church has been con-

verted into a bomb shelter. They are 

like, ‘God obviously knew what he 

was doing because we were just 

thinking that it’s kind of inconven-

ient that we have this basement and 

now it’s been a huge blessing that it’s 

there.’ So, it’s just absolutely wild!" 

Helping other evacuees  

Asked where his parents are now, 

Upchurch said, "My parents are in 

Poland right now. Three weeks ago, 

they were evacuated. The mission 

board they work for evacuated all of 

the missionaries from Ukraine. They 

didn’t really have a choice in the 

matter. Having been there the long-

est, my dad ended up leading that. 

They had three days to get everybody 

out of the country, so they evacuated 

to Budapest at that point. They are 

now in Poland helping the refugees. 

"When the war broke out, they were 

in Armenia with some friends trying 

to help with a church plant there. 

They just can’t sit still! After the war 

broke out, they were either going to 

Pastor Upchurch Recalls Ukraine 
be sent home or sent to Poland. They 

were like, ‘We know we’re called to 

help these people. They and two oth-

er missionaries that also live in Lviv 

are all working with the Polish pas-

tors and leaders to organize humani-

tarian aid and provide spiritual help 

all across Poland. 

Despite being refugees themselves, 

Upchurch's parents are spending all 

of their time and energy trying to 

help others find their way to safety. 

"As of this morning, my mom was in 

the furthest west you can get in Po-

land, so she was almost in the Czech 

Republic," he said. "My dad was 

driving across Poland. They didn’t 

bring anything with them to Po-

land. They just went to see if they 

could help, so he had to go back 

into Budapest and get some clothes, 

and he’s driving across Poland try-

ing to organize with other pastors 

and leaders so they can have differ-

ent places for people to go all across 

the country. 

"They’re all fleeing into Poland, and 

they’re jammed there right after you 

cross the border. Once they get 

across, they’re trying to get as far 

away as they can. They went to the 

end of the line and now they’re 

working their way back asking, ‘How 

can we get you here and keep you 

safe?’ They’re right there on the 

front lines trying to help." 

Caught by surprise 

Upchurch explained that, while the 

Ukrainian people were always aware 

that there was the possibility of a 

Russian invasion, most were very 

surprised when it actually happened. 

"From the perspective of actually 

being there, it was always one of 

those things of, ‘Yes, he could do this 

at some point,’ but I don’t think any-

International missionaries Dan and 

Lori Upchurch were evacuated from 

their home in Lviv, but the couple is 

continuing to assist people who are try-

ing to escape Russian forces invading 

the country of Ukraine.  

 

 

Continued on page 4 
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one actually thought it was going to 

happen," he said. "Even coming up to 

the last weeks leading to the war 

breaking out, I was talking to friends 

that were in Russia and they all saw it 

as political maneuvering. No one re-

ally thought that he was actually go-

ing to attack. 

"Even when my parents were first 

pulled out, my dad was saying, ‘I 

don’t think he’s going to do anything 

right now, and if he does, we’ll proba-

bly be in a safer zone because he’s not 

going to want to come this close to 

Poland. I don’t think many people 

expected it to happen the way it did 

happen. They didn’t live with that 

fear." 

Upchurch was also surprised when 

Putin announced that Belarusian 

troops were going to be joining forces 

with the Russian Army in the inva-

sion of Ukraine.  

"Belarusians, Ukrainians, and Rus-

sians get along very well," he said. 

"They have a shared culture and his-

tory. It’s heartbreaking to see the 

role Belarus is playing in this be-

cause having lived there, almost eve-

ryone that I knew that was in Belarus 

had family in Ukraine. They would 

vacation there. It was almost like 

living in Missouri and having some-

one in Nebraska or Tennessee. 

"You don’t think of them as different 

people, they’re just people in a dif-

ferent place. They’ve always had 

good relations and it seems like — 

from the people that I’ve talked to 

and the coverage that I follow — a lot 

of the Russians don’t want to do this 

because there’s no animosity be-

tween the people." 

According to Upchurch, Ukrainians 

have a unique culture that has sur-

vived over many centuries and has 

left them a very united and unique 

people. 

"Ukraine has been around for so 

long — it’s one of the oldest empires 

in Europe and the Ukrainian people 

are incredibly nationalistic and very 

proud to be Ukrainians," he said. "In 

Belarus, every 200 years somebody 

takes them over so they’re kind of 

‘whoever, whatever, it doesn’t mat-

ter.’ 

"But Ukrainians aren’t like that at 

all. They’re incredibly proud people, 

so I’m not surprised they have taken 

the stance that they have, but, man, 

it’s heartbreaking to watch. I’ve been 

very surprised at how well they have 

held their own. I definitely see God’s 

grace in that, for sure." 

Pastor Upchurch Recalls Ukraine 
Top left photo: Bobby Upchurch                                                                                                                                                          

Pictured: Downtown Lviv before it became an evacuation center for Ukrainians escaping the 

Russian armed forces  

For more information and how you can 

help—CLICK HERE  

Kevin R. Jenkins is the managing editor 

of the Farmington Press and can be 

reached at 573-783-9667 or  

kjenkins@farmingtonpressonline.com  

The original title of this story is Local 

Pastor Recalls Ukraine 

Quick link to UAFA’s Ancestry fact page 

for this Upchurch Family/Clan: https://

www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/

tree/161703491/person/112110784561/

facts  

https://dailyjournalonline.com/news/local/local-pastor-recalls-ukraine/article_97f20e57-4370-50d7-9f9c-80a1e08ae625.html
mailto:kjenkins@farmingtonpressonline.com
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/161703491/person/112110784561/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/161703491/person/112110784561/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/161703491/person/112110784561/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/161703491/person/112110784561/facts

