FROM THE
TEMPORARY
EDITOR

he entire UAFA staff and

volunteers continue to
pray for a speedy recovery to
our esteemed and beloved
newsletter editor, Cindy
Hale! Please bear with us as
Jay Buck, once again, is
pinch hitting for Cindy!
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WAKE COUNTY CEMETERY CENSUS
PROJECT COMES FULL CIRCLE!

It was a project decades in the making, but Irene Kittinger's ef-
forts to document and make available to a wide audience a Wake
County Cemetery Survey Project has now come full circle. A team
of volunteers in the late 1970s and 1980s documented as many
Wake County Cemeteries as they could locate to record the grave
markers and other pertinent information. Our own Phil Upchurch
assisted Irene in her efforts! Irene's intention was to publish a
book containing this research and documentation, but she was
not able to accomplish this part of her goal. However, she donated
all her research materials to UAFA with the hope that the infor-
mation would be published. In stepped the Wake County Genea-
logical Society and their committee headed by Cyndi Deal, who
made this dream of Irene's a reality. All Irene's research is now
online for free at https://wakecogen.org/cpage.php?pt=49
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A Genealogy Project

Over 35 videos featuring founder
Phil Upchurch telling family stories,
along with UAFA President, Dr. Tom
Upchurch. These are available and
FREE to all.

https:// www.youtube.com
After opening YouTube, enter
YOU “Upchurch and Allied Families”
T“he into the search box. This will
open the UAFA channel and
display the videos.

Upchurch and Allied Families
— A resource for linking,
preserving, and supporting
family history.

Don’t forget that UAFA has an index for
previous editions of our newsletter. Click
here to access this resource!

Become A Volunteer!

Contact UAFA today and let
them know of your skills
(especially in Microsoft Pub-
lisher ) and availability.
They will help you to deter-
mine where your skills will
be best utilized at UAFA and
may even design a custom
role for you!

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION

UPCHURCH & ALLIED
FAMILIES LINKS

UAFA—Home
Description of UAFA

Newsletter Archive

Join UAFA
Transcribed UAFA Biofiles

Contact Form
Contribute

Jay Buck, Office Manager
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org

Cindy Hale, Editor
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project
Italiaig@aol.com

Access to Upchurch Office/Library
in Cary, NC — Carla Michaels

€jm400@gmail.com

UAFA Tree Masters:

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry
sdterry@ncsu.edu

@ Upchurch & Allied
Families on Facebook
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WAKE COUNTY CEMETERY

From page one

The final step in preserving these materials has now been taken. Carla Michaels, Cary UAFA Of-
fice Manager and Volunteer Coordinator and Cyndi Deal of the WCGS carried all the original
materials to the State Archives of North Carolina for safe keeping. We were met by Katherine
Crickmore, Reference Archivist, who happily accepted the donation and kindly showed us where
the materials would be housed. Although all the information is available online, researchers
might want to see the originals one day, and in the event of an internet catastrophe, the originals
will always be there to create this online project again. (There are also several digital backups!)

Once again, thank you to Cyndi Deal and her team at the WCGS and the State Archives for digit-
izing, making available online, and preserving this important Wake County treasure chest and
snapshot of history. Irene would be delighted!

Upchurch Land to Become
Raleigh City Park

UAFA Member Roger Montague con-
tacted us with exciting news ! Part of
the old Kearney Upchurch plantation
will be turned into a Raleigh City
Park! The cabin pictured here was
found by Roger’s father enclosed in-
side an old tenant house. We hope to
have more details as this project
takes shape. For right now, if you are
interested in learning more about the
project click on this link.



https://cityofraleigh0drupal.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/drupal-prod/COR24/forestville-pdap.pdf

Mar 15, 2025 - Page 4

Upchurches in the News

By Jay Buck

This month’s edition features an interview with W.C. (William Clinton) Upchurch (seen above) a
venerable and esteemed citizen of Raleigh, NC. The interview appeared in the Daily Evening Visi-
tor on March 17, 1891. Willam Clinton Upchurch (1813—1906) was a descendant of Nathan Up-
church I, head of Upchurch family clan number 3. The interview is printed in its entirety.

0LD T!ES IN RALEIGH.

Re« nllectﬁns of a Vemnerable
Citizem About ““Ye Olden
~ Days.”

There is something like a stagna-
tion in local Mews today, and the re-
porter was rather pushed up for mat-
ters of interedt. He bethought him:
self of his time honored friend, Mr.
W. C. Upchugeh, and pushed his way
to the premi#és o long occapied by
him as a stor@bn East Hargett Street.
He was sitting in his back room over
a cosy fire, and Juckily at leisure. In
responss to a question abou* the pro-
gress of the titwes, Mr. Upchurch said

he had often been impressed with the !

old adage that there was ‘‘nothing
new under the sun.” “Folks may
think,” said he, ‘‘that water works,
for instance, are a new thing for Ral-
eigh, but I remeémber well the old sys-
tem we had im 183). The water was
brought from Rocky branch, near the
old Rex Hospital. It was conveyed
to the city through large sized logs
bored out, and for five or six years
operated very well. Then the rot took
place and the system went down.

*Today,” continued Mr. Upchurch,
‘is St. Patrick's day; well, that re-
minds me. On 8t. Patrick's day, in
1841, there was the heaviest snow I
ever saw in Raleigh. It was three
feet deep all over the town, and it
was almost impossible to wade
through it. It was strange too, be-
cause the winter had been rather
mild. I was married inthe December
previous, and the weather was per=
fectlv sorine like.

|

W. C. Upchurch

“Talking about hotels,” said our
venerable friend,*I well doubt if time
has improved us much in the culis
nary line, although in point of archi-
tecture we have made much head-
way. Old man Guion had the chief
place of resort, but then there was a
hotel on Morgan street, on the site of
the brick stables which had a fine
run of custom. It was a great favorite
with the members of the General As-
sembly of that day, it being conduct
ed on a cheap but substantial line.
For some reason it was dubbed the
“Buttermilk Tavern.”” This may have
been intended as a slur, but it does
not alter the fact that there were few

|if any of the placesin the ‘olden time’

where man and beast could be better
accommodated.

“*Yes,” said he, ‘I remember well
the Convention of 1835, called to
change the Constitution <f North
Carolina. The body met in the old
Presbyterian church now standing. I
tell you there were giants there. ‘No
such men now. A great question
loomed up. It was relative to the re-
lief of the Catholics, who, previous to
that time, had been prescribed by the
Constitution.

Kenneth Rayner made a great speech
in favor of liberal views, and stood by
the Catholies. It is said. (but I don’t
know) that Mr. Rayner gained the
hand of his wife, Miss Polk, by his
masterly argument on that occasion.

,‘The biggest time I ever saw in
Raleigh was Henry Clay’s visit in
1840. It looked like the whole of
North Carolina was here. He spoke
from the capitol portico, and I never
saw such enthusiasm, with the excep-
tion of one time—when Sherman’s
army came in, I do not remember
seeing snch a crowd in Raleigh And
then, too, when the Raleigh and Gas-
ton Railroad was finished there was
a big time and a grand dinner.

*In 1835 Capt. Cobb was Mayor, or
‘Intendant,’ as he was ecalled in
those days. He was a glorious fellow
in his way. He carried on a large car-
riage factory neat where the Edenton
Street Methodist church now stands.”

Just at this time some of our friend’s
customers called, and we were ob

liged to forego a further interview.
He promised, however, to tell us much
more about olden times in Raleigh.




