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L B. ceemeemneeinnnnnn... Director Experiment Station and Extension Service
A FLEMILLER ..o Assistant Director Test Farms
sl p¥enusanssase .. Field Chemist
& W s FertlhzerChemlst
& ES/DEWAR......onmsmmnapmmsmmsmme s o Assistant Chemi_st
& B. ...... Assistant Chem_lst
£ GULARTHUR e Assistant Chem!st
A K DALE ...ttt tctens et et ettt ee oo Assistant Chemist
s T.C e e B R R S S S Assistant Chemist
4 MissM.S. BIRDSONG............ .~ i --Secretary
4 J.F. HATCH... Clerk and Stenographer
- Mrs. L. B. JUDD -~ Stenographer
Agronomy

- c.B.wiLLiAms [ CHARLES BURgsss PoriiTems) Agronomist

4 R.YWINTERS........ ... Plant Breeding Agronomist

B V. RHERMAN'.......ccccmmvssiirsissmmsemmmmmmmmsensooeoemsesemen Assistant, Plant Breeding

B S W HILL oottt Assistant, Plant Breeding

8 C-M GARREN...........oootmeseceeseees oo Assistant, Plant Breeding

& WL F PATE oo, SU—— oo, S0l Agronomist

2 B R AR icticirsrrmemmsems s S e oo Assustant in Soils

2+ M. W. HEMSELS® . T Agent in Sugar Work

i EEC.BLAIR ... : -........ EXtension Agronomist

& A.R.RUSSELL ... ..Supenntendentof Station Farm

3 BB DAVIDSON.....coee b st ot e Soil Survey

2 W.A.DAVIS ...... -....Soil Survey

VD LB Kttt Soil Survey

P s e i Clerk

“Louise PICKELa ................................................................................................................. Stenographer
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Ordered that a Road be laid off from the end of the Road that leads from Smithfield to
Wake County Line to Pettiepool MASSEYS ford on Mockerson Creek at Franklin line and that
the following persons or any Twelve of them be a Jury to lay off said Road (towit)

James BOLTON Josiah CRUDOPE Robert CHAMBER James BUTLER
Nathan STRICKLAD Joseph STRICKLAND  Zedrick MASSEY Hezekiah MASSEY
John BAGWELL Burwell CARPENTER James MORPHUS John PULLIN
Othal? GREEN? % David FILGOE Benjamin BURNN Israel PRIVITH
Wm. PRIVITH Nathan UPCHURCH Daniel BAGWELL Thomas PULLEM

Abner STRICKLAND John BUNN or any Twelve of them lay of Said Rode. Issued.
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Sundry Inhabitants of Wake having Petitioned for a Road leading &c. from Frankln
County line &c. ordered that said Road be altered and that the following Jury alter the

same towit, James BUTLER Benjn. BUNN James BUNN

Joseph STRICKLAND Federick MASSEY Nathan STRICKLAND Burwell CARPENTER
Hezekiah MASSEY Daniel BAGWELL Nathan UPCHURCH Elisha STRICKLAND
William MASSEY Israel PREVITT Sampson STRICKLAND John PENDERGRASS and

Bennit BODDIE or any twelve of them.
[NOTE THAT 1D oF hE WAMES I FNE 18D LIST ALSO
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— - ey Duat N S . LowisUpchureh jon 1811 9 T4
S - Harvey Upchurch JoW 1313 7 T2 —
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Living Upchurch -Name TBi ] ~
.Birth Date Gender Birth Father's Name Mother's Name
. Audrey Edna Upch - By o
pchurch 25-Jun-32 Male Cass - Louis Algon Upchurch _ Edna Elena Mildre
. - Kilgore
Cathy Arline y r K —
Saay uost hPChU-Ch 23-Mar-54 Female Cass . Louis Algon Upchureh— Edna Kilgore
pchurc - ! - .
Ty el vons 26-Feb-49 Female cCass Louis Algon Upchurch Edna Ellena Kilgore
" B ~ ) __,
ey i Pd :rch — 19-Nov-46 Male Cass  Louis Algon Upchurch Edna Elana M Kilgore
jele] arl 12-Jan-4) Ma : - A——
o Upchureh . i Cass - Louis Algon Upchurch Edna Elena Mildre
revic « _ s Kilgore —
Lewls Ke : i
S nneth Upghurch_ 22-Feb-34 Male Cass Louis Up@urci Edna Kilgore
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Nathan Ray

b: Abt. 1765

m: January 05, 1790

d: 1822 in the Neuse River

Rachel ?

Wormlcy Rose Ray (27) Fact 1: Wife of Francis Ray
b: 1794 L
m: December 24, 1813 in Wake County, NC TR
d: 1822 in the Neuse River

72 Buckner Ray (62) Sarah
/} W ey b: May 01, 1818 in Wake Co., NC

; m: December 12, 1846 in Wake County, NC
d: January 15, 1881 in Wake Co., NC

A 4{/8/ : Fact 1: m: (1) Midda Lee Lowry in 1837 2 David Gill

Fact 2: m: (2) Jane Caroline Grady in 1846 d: 1788 in Wake County, NC

[ Q“"WM S : : 2 S Jesse Gill
ﬁa‘ s : 1 i - m: October 26, 1792 in Wake County, NC

5 : Daughter of John & Eliz. Mann
a ¥ 3 —_— — - { Fact 1: From Wake Co., NC
3 = Nancy Ann Gill
d: Bef. 1871
Fact I: m: Wormley Ray

Buckner Pace
b: Abt. 1740
d: 1811

Alfonzo Columbus Ray (84)

b: March 23, 1855

d: December 17, 1939 in Wake County, NC
Fact 1: m: (1) Ella Florence Gill, Dec. 30, 1879
Fact 2: m: (2) Alma G. Harrison, Jan. 6, 1914

- =

A as i N () : - ,
ﬂl"—' ‘&U‘« 21 Mark Grady
19 : m: November 25, 1821
1%6 AL N d: Afe. 1851
' Josiah Shipp II
WM b: Abt. 1693 in Essex Co., VA

: 1739 in Caroline Co., VA
* 0ok G

Jane Caroline Grady (86) et
" w& O AT %4 b: August 26, 1822 in North Carolina E | Fact 1: Owned land in Wake Co., NC

d: November 16, 1908
Fact 1: Mother of nine

A1 e 4 :
é/&), Martha "Patsey" Shipp
c_/‘& e 3 § Fact 1: m. Mark Grady Nov. 25, 1821
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5. Nathan Ray

Nathan Ray was born circa 1765, married Elizabeth Kilgcﬂc\m January 5, 1790 and they had at least
one child, a son, Wormley Rose Ray (father of Buckner Ray), born in 1794. Nathan and Wormley
drowned in the Neuse River on or about the first of January 1822. Nathan was about 57 and his son,
Wormley, was 27 at the time of their accidental deaths.

Deeds were registered in Wake County on September 3, 1793 and 1794 in which Hammon Mobley
conveyed property in Wake County to Nathan Ray. The acreages and locations of the property were
not stated in the court minutes. The 1793 Wake County Tax List shows Nathan as the owner of 50
acres. The 1794 Tax List shows his land holdings increased to 107 acres. In 1799, Nathan owned 182
acres located on the north side of the Neuse River. On February 18, 1800, Nathan Ray executed an
Indenture to purchase a 75-acre parcel in Wake County from John Ray for 100 pounds “current
money” (1.33 pounds/acre). This 75-acre parcel was located on the north side of the Neuse River
adjacent to other property already owned by Nathan Ray on the river adjacent to Cedar Point.
Nathan’s property bordered land owned by Luke Ray, Joseph Ray, and John Ray suggesting a family
relationship.
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January 5, 1790 Marnage Bond for Nathan Ray and Elizabeth Kilgo /T
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(Parents of Wormley Ray)

Nathan Ray (father of Wormley Rose Ray) was born circa 1765. The place of birth is believed to have been
in the area of North Carolina that became Wake County. Nathan Ray married WCmother of
Wormley Rose Ray) on January 5, 1790 in Wake County. A copy of their Marriage Bond is included on page
32. The K1lgo family was one of the earliest families to settle in the area that became Wake County. They
arrived prior to 1755. It appears that Nathan and Elizabeth had only one child, a son, Wormley Rose Ray,
during their 32 years of marriage. The 1790 Federal Census shows Nathan and Elizabethliving in Wake
County with no slaves. Nathan was a bondsman for the marriage of Dempsey Woodard and Elizabeth Griggs
on September 23, 1787, which indicates he was an adult a few years prior to his 1790 marriage.

Deeds were registered in Wake County on September 3, 1793 and 1794 in which Hammon Mobley conveyed
property in Wake County to Nathan Ray. The acreages and locations of the property were not stated in the
court minutes. The 1793 Wake County Tax List shows Nathan as the owner of 50 acres. The 1794 Tax List
shows his land holdings increased to 107 acres. In 1799, Nathan owned 182 acres located on the north side
of the Neuse River. On February 18, 1800, Nathan Ray executed an Indenture to purchase a 75-acre parcel
in Wake County from John Ray for 100 pounds “current money” (1.33 pounds/acre). This 75-acre parcel was
located on the north side of the Neuse River adjacent to other property already owned by Nathan Ray on the
river adjacent to Cedar Point. Nathan completed payments for the land to John Ray and the Deed of
Conveyance was registered April 16, 1802. The Tax Lists from 1802 to 1820 show Nathan as the owner of .
192% acres in Wake County on the north side of the Neuse River. Cedar Point has not been located on old
maps of Wake County and was probably inundated when the dam was constructed in 1981 creating a lake with
inlets along the Neuse River.

Nathan Ray purchased a Negro, Caesar, at the estate sale of Mordecai Mobley on January 25, 1808. On
December 27, 1814, Nathan purchased a Negro woman, Jude, a boy, Ned, and a girl, Lucey, for 225 pounds
from Benjamin Allen.

Nathan and his son, Wormley Rose Ray, both drowned in the Neuse River on or about the first of January
1822. Only Nathan’s body was recovered and both men died without wills. Nathan was about 57 years old
at the time of his death. Elizabeth Rayﬁecelved her one third dower interest in Nathan’s 193-acre estate on
the Neuse River and the bMﬁropeﬁy was divided between Wormley’s minor children, Buckner and
Henry Ray.

When Nathan’s estate was finally settled on April 10, 1824, the first item listed as an expense was “1 gallon
of spirits drank when his corpse was taken from the River” at a cost of $1.00. Nathan’s body was recovered
from the Neuse River in January and his weary and distressed family and friends needed the gallon of whiskey
to complete this chilling task.
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Wormly R. Ray (1794-1822), wife 'Nancy
Gill, is said to have been the son of Nathan and
Elizabeth Kilgo (kilgor) Ray. Wormly and Nan-
cy were married in 1813 and Natan and Eliza-
beth in 1790. According to court records both
men were reported to have drowned in the
Neuse River on or about the first of January,
1822. Neither body was recovered and both
men died intestate.

After Elizabeth Ray received her one third

dower in Nathan's estate the balance of his
property was divided between Wormly's two
minor children, Buckner and Henry C. Ray,
Jesse Gill, the father of Mancy Ray, was ex-

. ecutor of both Wormly's and Nathan's estates
and was appointed guardian to Buckner and
Henry.

In 1837, Buckner Ray married Midda Lee
Lowry and they had three children; Zadock,
Aurora (Mrs. Jefferson Upchurch) and Lee
Hawkins (Mrs. John D.R. Allen). After Midda
Lee's death Buckner married Jane Caroline
Grady in 1846. From that union eight child.ren
survived, including; William, George W., Jim-
my R., Willis, Robert, Alfonza (Von), Mary
(Mrs. Eugene Penny) and Charles Buckner.
The family grew up on a farm in northern Wake
County where the remains of an Indian civiliza-
tion were found. According to an archaeolo-
gist, many of the artifacts uncovered date back
over one thousand years.

The Charles B. Ray residence, later used by Raleigh City
Schools as its business office.

Charles Buckner Ray (1865-1934),
youngest child of Buckner and Jane Ray mar-
ried Mattie Pugh the daughter of James L.
Pugh, in 1889. After farming for several years,
Charles moved to Raleigh, where, he became
superintendent of the Wake County Home. Lat-
er orr he founded the C.B. Ray Harness and
Carriage Co, which he operated until forced
into retirement by the “*Horseless Carriage”,
which, he stated was ‘“‘very impracticable and
just a passing fad."

During the term of Gov. Kitchen, Charles
Ray’s daughter, Dorothy was invited to a birth-
day party honoring the governor's daughter. |
After the party Charles sent a liveried landau
carriage to the mansion to await the pleasure
of Dorothy Ray and friends.

The children of Chas. B. and Mattie Pugh
Ray were; Hickman, May L., Dorothy C., Willa
M., Catherine S., Charles B., Jr. and Martha
Pugh (Mrs. J. Julian Carr).

Hickman Ray (1889-1925) was educated in
the Wake County Schools, Bigham Military
Academy in Asheville, The University of North
Carolina, and the University of Maryland
School of Medicine. In 1917 he entered the
Army Medical Corps and in 1918, prior to
leaving for duty in France, he married Ethel F.
Thompson of Durham. Hickman and Ethel had
first met several years before while guests in
the home of Dr. Sanford W. Thompson at the
Falls of The Neuse.

The children of Hickman and Ethel Thomp-
son Ray are Hickman, Jr., of Raleigh and E.
Frances (Mrs. Theodore B. Pollard) of Charlot-
te. Hickman Ray, Jr. Received his education

from the Durham Public Schools, Fork Union
Military Academy and the University of North
Carolina. In 1942 he entered the Army Air
Force and served as a radio operator and tech-
nician in the South Pacific theatre.

After receiving his discharge in 1945 Hick-
man Ray, Jr. attended Kings Business College
and soon thereafter, he entered the employ of
R.L. Dresser, Inc. Among his many hobbies
were astronomy, pipe organ building and col-
lecting antiques.

Sources: Estate papers, court records, marriage
bonds, Willa M. Ray and George W. Ray, II.

— Hickman Ray
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