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obert Phillip Upchurch, PhD,

founder of our Association, Up-
church and Allied Families passed away
just 5 years ago on May 27, 2020 at his
home in Missouri.

Phil was intensely attracted to family
history which he pursued aggressively
for fifty years. For 37 years he published
the Upchurch Bulletin in which he iden-
tified 62,000+ members of our Ameri-
can Upchurch family. In the process he
assembled and organized in an elegant
fashion a huge family history collection.
Upchurch and Allied Families Associa-
tion (UAFA) was formally organized in
2013. Phil served as provider of back-
ground information, fundraiser, manag-
er and guide. Thanks to thousands of
hours of work by many others the fruits
of Phil's fifty-year family history journey
is now preserved in digital form, availa-
ble on our website, and in YouTube vid-
€0s.
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A Genealogy Project

principal focus of Allied

Families is to collect, organ-
ize, and share information for spe-
cific families and to preserve the
information for the long term. Ide-
ally each family will be headed by a
person who lived about the time of
the American Revolution. Each
enrolled family will be assigned a

Ernest Fletcher Upchurch,
known by all as "Goochie,"
went home to be with the
Lord after a prolonged ill-
ness on February 8, 2025.
He was 92 years old.
Goochie grew up in Raleigh
and was predeceased by par-
ents, Edgar and Vera Up-
church, and brothers, Homer
Graham, Robert Vaden and
John Edgar.

Goochie graduated from Broughton
High School in the Class of 1953 and
soon married his high school sweet-
heart, Peggy Robbins. Within the year,
he was drafted into the United States
Army and shipped out to serve in Ko-
rea. When he later returned to Raleigh,
he began working for the Public Service
Gas Company where he remained a
loyal employee until his retirement.
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unique Enrolled Allied Family
Number or AFEF Number. The
amount of information displayed
for a given family will depend on
collaboration from family mem-
bers and on financial support to be
provided by the members.

Click here for more information

Continued on Page 4

Goochie is lovingly remembered by
Peggy Ruth Robbins Upchurch,
his loving wife and dedicated com-
panion for 72 years. He is survived
by his eldest son, Ernest Daniel
Upchurch of Raleigh; daughter,
Vickie Ruth Bredbenner and hus-
band, Hal of Raleigh; daughter,
Vera Catherine Dickerson and
husband, Johnny of Wake Forest;
and son, James Roy Upchurch and
wife, Wendy of Willow Spring. He
is fondly remembered by ten
grandchildren, Carrie Hill, Meagan Sey-
mour, Jason Dickerson, Brandon Up-
church, Catherine Leal, Amanda Sutton,
Robyn Wilson, Matthew Dickerson, Nicho-
las Upchurch, Hunter Dickerson; and twen-
ty great-grandchildren. Goochie made a
point to attend every special event possible
to support his many grandkids and great
grandkids. He was the happiest when he
was with family!

IN THIS ISSUE

From the Editor
UAFA ENROLLED FAMILIES

Remembering

UAFA News, Information and Links

Upchurches in the News By Jay Buck



https://www.alliedfamilies.com/enrolled-families.html

UAFA NEWSLETTER

June 15, 2025—-Page 2

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. David Thomas Upchurch, GA
President

Woody H Yates, MBA, CPM - NC

Vice President
Debra Upchurch Heck, MO
Treasurer/Secretary
Carla Michaels, Cary, NC

Director

Nancy-Blair Upchurch Ariano, GA
Director

Staley C. Smith, Apex, NC
Director
Linda Upchurch Sparks, TN

Director

Michael R. Upchurch, Raleigh, NC
Director

Dr. Stephen Terry, NC

Director

Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC
Director

Jay C. Buck, Chesterfield, MO

Director

BOARD MEMBER RESUMES

Upchurch &

&%Alhed%

Families

A Genealogy Project

To print this free family tree
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UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION

UPCHURCH & ALLIED
FAMILIES LINKS

UAFA—Home
Description of UAFA

Newsletter Archive

Join UAFA
Transcribed UAFA Biofiles
Board Member Resumes
Contact Form
Contribute

Jay Buck, Office Manager
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org

Cindy Hale, Editor
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project
Italiaig@aol.com

Access to Upchurch Office/Library
in Cary, NC — Carla Michaels

cjm400@gmail.com

Family Trees In Ancestry.com:

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch
Family Trees (Upchurch Clans) —
contact Linda Upchurch Sparks

lusparks@eplus.net

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees
(Families closely associated with Up-
churches) Contact Dr. Steve Terry

Upchurch & Allied Families
on Facebook

Don't forget that
UATFA has an index
for previous editions

of our newsletters.
Click to access

this resource!
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ince we are in the middle

S of the baseball season, it
only seems only appro-
priate to focus on an Upchurch

that played baseball profession-
ally.

James Day Upchurch was born
in July of 1928 in Jacksonville,
Morgan, Illinois to Harold Ben-
jamin and Margaret Day Up-
church. In 1947, he filled out a
questionnaire for the American
Baseball Bureau. On this form,
he listed his height at 5’11” and
his weight as 180. He batted
from the right side, but most
importantly, he was a left-
handed pitcher. His Dad was
given as being the person who
most encouraged him in his
baseball career.

Beginning in 1947, Jim, as he
was called would go on to pitch
in the minor leagues for the St.
Louis Browns, mostly in the
state of Kansas. He went from
the lowest classification, “D”, to
“AA” by 1950. Double AA was
just two steps away from the
Major Leagues, the goal of every
professional ball player. But in
1950, Uncle Sam came calling
and Jim would end up donning
the uniform of the US Army for

Upchurches in the News

By J ay Buck Upchurch and Allied Families Association
P. O. Box 3856
Chesterfield, MO 63006

the next two years. Upon his dis-
charge from military service, Jim
attempted to resume his career in
Wichita, the single A affiliate of
the Browns. The following year

New Uniforms for Old—Three St. Louis
Browns players (left to right) Second
Baseman Owen Friend, Granite City, IL;
Outfielder Dick Kokos, Chicago, and
Pitcher Jim Upchurch, St. Louis are
shown after induction into the army at
Fort Sam Houston, TX.— (AP Wirephoto)
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James Day Upchurch

Bl

Jim Upchurch is a member of Up-
the Browns, now having become church Clan #4, headed up by Rich-
the Baltimore Orioles, would re- ard Upchurch IIIL
lease Upchurch.

elected to the Kansas Baseball Hall
of Fame. Upchurch passed away in
1996 at the age of 67. He is buried

in Park City, KS.

Jay Buck

Jim would go on to have a suc-
cessful semi-pro baseball career in
Kansas and later served as an um-
pire in many of the leagues in
Kansas. In 1987, he would be
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UAFA ENROLLED FAMILIES
and NARRATIVES

AFEF-1: Nathan Upchurch I

AFEF-2: Yates Family
AFEF-3: Moses Upchurch
AFEF-4: Nathan Pearce I

AFEF-5: George Upchurch

AFEF-6: William Upchurch

v
AFEF-7: Naaman Mills

AFEF-8: John Upchurch II1

AFEF-9: Jubal Upchurch

AFEF-10: Holleman Family

AFEF-11: Dorothy Etheridge

AFEF-12: Charles Upchurch

AFEF-13: Mann
AFEF-14: Lasater

AFEF-15: Abel Upchurch Sr.

AFEF-16: Richard Upchurch

1

AFEF-1 7: Joseph Upchurch
AFEF-18: James Upchurch

v

AFEF-19: Perry Family
AFEF-20: Ray Family
AFEF-21: Vester Family
AFEF-22: Sledge Family

AFEF-23: Harmon Upchurch

AFEF-24: James Upchurch V

AFEF-25: Benjamin Up-
church

AFEF-26: John Upchurch IV

AFEF-27: Sherwood Up-
church
AFEF-28: Council

Continued from Page 1

DESCENDANT REPORTS

Abel Upchurch Sr.
Benjamin Upchurch
Charles Upchurch
George Upchurch

Harmon Upchurch
James Upchurch IV
James Upchurch V
John Upchurch IIT
John Upchurch IV
John Holleman
Jubal Upchurch
Moses Upchurch

Naaman Mills

Nathan Pearce

Nathan Upchurch
Richard Upchurch
Sherwood Upchurch
William Upchurch b.1778
Wiliam Upchurch IV
William Upchurch Jr.
William Yates

Enrolled Families

Families for which enrollment
support has been provided are
listed to the left. For

those highlighted in green, a
linked narrative has been creat-
ed and is available for viewing
and printing. Just click on the
green name to the left to view
that particular family narrative.

Viewing Family Trees of
UAFA Enrolled Families

Upchurch & Allied Families
Association (UAFA) has placed
or will place on Ancestry.com a
family tree for each UAFA En-
rolled Family shown on the left.
We invite your help in upgrad-
ing these trees. If you have an
Ancestry account, you can
search the member directory
for Allied Families. This will
take you to a member profile
page that lists the family trees
that Allied Families has posted
on Ancestry. For access to oth-
ers, please email Jay Buck

at jay.buck@alliedfamilies.
org for instructions and link(s)
to access the family tree(s)

on Ancestry.com. If you do
not have an Ancestry account,
the link(s) will take you to a sign
up page where you can quickly
obtain a FREE Registered Guest
Account. No paid subscription is
necessary to view a shared fami-
ly tree.

Descendant Reports

Alternatively, we have also add-
ed descendant reports that are
available by clicking on the
name of the individuals.

As mentioned above, we invite
your help in upgrading these
family trees. If you have infor-
mation to share once you have
viewed a specific family tree,
please contact Jay Buck.
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https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/william_u_iv_narrative_and_excerpts.pdf
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