We just celebrated D Day on June
6th. 80 years ago 1 st Lieutenant
Clyde Albert Stevens made a suc-
cessful flight in his B-24 Liberator
over Romania beginning the libera-
tion of Europe. Lieut. Stevens’
grandson, Michael Robinson tells us
the harrowing story. Robinson and
Stevens are descendants of the
George Upchurch Clan.

Jay Buck writes about the great Mis-
sissippi River Flood of 1927, called
the nations greatest natural disaster
in Upchurches in the News.

UAFA OPEN HOUSE

The Upchurch & Allied Families As-
sociation cordially invites you to our
Open House on Saturday, June 22,
2024 from 1:30 to 4:00 pm at the
UAFA Cary office.

Please share this invitation with any-
one who may be interested. We will
also celebrate the 400th birthday of
Michael Upchurch, I, the first docu-
mented Upchurch in the United
States!

We hope to connect with like-minded
individuals, historical societies, and
genealogy and preservation groups to
collaborate, learn, and share re-
sources with each other.
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1 st Lieutenant Clyde Al-
bert Stevens of the George
Upchurch Clan and the
Ploesti Raid, June 6, 1944
D Day — Early Morning —

hile Allied

forces
stormed the beach-
es of Normandy, a

Upchurch Hero on D Day by Michael Robinson

in the First Attack Unit were A Flight
764 th , B Flight 765 th , and - C
Flight 764-765. The Second Attack
Unit were A Flight 767 th , B Flight
766 th and C Flight 766-767 with a
briefing time of 0245 hours in the
early morning.

The mission com-
menced in the
early hours of

crucial aerial opera- June 6, 1944,
tion was carried out with the first
against the oil refin- planes taking off
eries at Ploesti, Ro- at 0445. The
mania. Stevens, son squadron assem-
to Eliza Wayne Up- bled over Melfi at
church the grand- 6,000 feet and
daughter of George . rendezvoused
Upchurch, served _":“ b with the wing at

as the deputy com-
mander on this
mission, flying the B-24 Liberator
named “War Eagle”.

The target was Ploesti, Romania with
the objective to disrupt the German oil
supply by bombing the refineries at
Ploesti. Captain Goree served as Lead
Commander and Stevens as Deputy
Commander. Units involved included

1 st Lieut®Mant Clyde Albert Stevens

0614. The squad-
ron navigated
through various checkpoints, reach-
ing the final approach to the Ploesti
refineries at 24,000 feet by 0940.
Fighter escorts, P-38s, joined the for-
mation over Mikulici.

Despite effective smoke screens de-

ployed over the targets, the mission

proceeded with precision bombing.
Continued on Page 4
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@ n Apr 21, 1927 a fire whistle
was sounded to alert the citizens
of Greenville, Mississippi that a
levee in the adjacent county of
Bolivar on the Mississippi River
had been breached. William Gas-
ton Upchurch and his family
would flee the floodwaters by
traveling to his sister's home in
Memphis, TN. But the trauma of
that event would take the life of
Upchurch as he succumbed to a
heart attack one day after his ar-

W. G. UPCHURCH IS DEAD.

Hesident of Greenville, Miss, Heart| -

Attack Victim,

Shortly after his arrival in Mem- ;

phis yesterday morning, after flee-

Unchurches in the News

By Jay Buck

rival. W.G. Upchurch, who was
born in Tennessee in 1874, was a
descendant of Nathan Upchurch,
head of Upchurch Clan #3.

According to the web-

site, Mississippi History Now, the
Mississippi River Flood of 1927 was
the nation’s greatest natural disas-
ter. The National Safety Council
estimated deaths in the Yazoo- Mis-
sissippi Delta alone at 1,000. In
Mississippi it directly affected an

ing his Greenville, Miss,, home on [e®

account of the ing waters of ;
bl v’nn &

Misslssippl River, am @.
church, 51, traveling salesman, died
suddenly at the home of his sister,
Mrs. L. R. Graves, 1087 Linden Ave-
nue,

A native of Tennecsgee,

born at

(‘ovington, Mr, Upchurch had made |

Greenville his home for the past 20
vears, He traveled for a concern
out of Memphis. Shortly - after
bringing his wife and childrén to
Memphis he was stricken.
Surviving Mr, Upchurch are his

widow, Mrs, Pauline Montroy Up- |
church, and five children, Cazlllna i
en, =

Pauline, Dorothy Montroy,
Julia and Willlam- (. Upchurch, Jr.
He was the brother of I. L. Up-
church and Mrs. 1. R. Graves of

Memphis, and Mrs. A. F. Posey, of*| =

Pine Bluff, Ark.
Funeral arrangements had

heen completed early this morning. '- e

J. T. Hinton .& 8on in charge,

FHOUSEROY €5 vy 11

MISSISSIPRI
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estimated population of 185,495. A total
of 41,673 homes were flooded; 21,836
buildings were destroyed; 62,089 build-
ings were damaged; and 2,836 work
animals, 6,873 cattle, 31,740 hogs, and
266,786 poultry were drowned. An en-
tire crop year was lost.

An excellent book on this event
is Rising Tide by John M. Barry.

BTW the photo below is of downtown
Greenville on 30 Apr 1927
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Upchurch Hero on D Day

The primary target, Xenia Oil Refinery,
was obscured, resulting in unobserved
bombing results. The city of Ploesti
served as an alternate target and was
bombed on ETA.

The mission encountered several ene-
my aircraft, with one confirmed de-
stroyed. The War Eagle, along with
nineteen other planes, sustained flak
damage but managed to return to base.
The squadron successfully rallied and
followed the designated return path,
landing back at base at approximately

1233.

The successful completion of the mis-
sion marked a significant contribution
to disrupting the German oil supply.

1 st Lieutenant Stevens demonstrated
exemplary leadership and bravery as
deputy commander during this critical
mission. The Ploesti raid, undertaken
while the D-Day landings were in full
force, played a vital role in weakening
the Axis war effort. Steve’s dedication
and skill, flying the War Eagle through
such perilous conditions, exemplify the
courage and sacrifice of the Greatest
Generation.

Steve’s legacy, marked by his 50 com-
bat missions and the ultimate sacrifice
he made, remains a poignant reminder
of the enduring costs of war. His story
is one of heroism and resilience, in-
spiring future generations to honor
and remember the sacrifices made by
our veterans.

As an Army veteran who served in Ar-
tillery and Special Forces, and now a
disabled veteran, I will always support
and defend the Constitution and stand
by our veterans, honoring their bravery
and commitment. On this D-Day anni-
versary, we pay tribute to Steve Ste-
vens and all those who fought valiantly
for our freedom. I am proud of my

Continued from Page 1

grandfather’s service and sacrifice and
do my best to honor his posterity.

I can imagine as Steve ascended War
Eagle into the predawn sky, her en-
gines droning steadily, he couldn’t help
but feel a sense of pride mixed with
apprehension. The B-24 Liberator,
officially designated as the Consolidat-
ed B-24J-100-CO, was a marvel of en-
gineering and a testament to American
industrial prowess. War Eagle was
built in early 1944, one of the many
heavy bombers rolling off the assembly
lines at Consolidated Aircraft’s San
Diego plant. Her sleek, silver frame
was formidable, spanning 110 feet from
wingtip to wingtip, and stretching 67
feet in length. Her design prioritized
long-range missions, with a top speed
of 290 miles per hour and a range of
up to 1,500 miles without refueling.
This made her an ideal candidate for
the grueling transatlantic journey from
the United States to the European The-
ater.

The B-24’s distinctive twin-tail design
and high aspect ratio wings gave it a
unique silhouette, easily recognizable
among the Allied fleet. War Eagle was
no exception, with her nose art depict-
ing a fierce eagle in mid-dive, talons
extended, symbolizing the crew’s de-
termination to strike hard and fast.

A few months prior, Steve and his crew
had received their orders to join the
Fifteenth Air Force stationed in Italy.
The journey from the United States
had been arduous, involving stops in
Greenland and North Africa before
finally arriving at their base in south-
ern Italy. Throughout the journey, Ste-
ve had become intimately familiar with
the War Eagle, learning to trust her
resilience and capabilities.

Training in the States had been rigor-
ous. The crew had drilled relentlessly

on every conceivable

scenario—engine failures, enemy at-
tacks, emergency landings. Each man
knew his role inside out, from the pi-
lots to the gunners, the bombardier,
and the navigator. By the time they
reached Italy, they were not just a
crew; they were a well-oiled machine,
each part working in harmony with the
others.

Imagine as they neared the Romanian
coastline, the crew growing tense. The
primary target, the Xenia Oil Refinery
at Ploesti, was known for its heavy
defenses. Smoke screens and anti-
aircraft guns would make the bombing
run treacherous. I can almost hear
Steve’s voice as it crackled over the
intercom, steady and reassuring.
“Alright, boys, we’re approaching the
target area. Stay sharp and keep an eye
out for enemy fighters. Johnson, keep
us on course. Grimm, prepare the
bombs.”

The War Eagle began her final ap-
proach to the target, descending to the
designated bombing altitude of
24,000 feet. The flak was thick, black
puffs of smoke dotting the sky around
them. The plane shuddered as bursts
of flak exploded nearby, but Steve held
her steady, his hands firm on the con-
trols.

“Bombs away!” The War Eagle lurch-
ing slightly as the bombs released,
plummeting toward the refinery be-
low. Smoke screens obscured their
view, making it impossible to see the
immediate results of their drop. As
they rallied and turned for the return
leg of their journey, Steve would have
felt a mixture of relief and lingering
tension.

Continued on Page 5
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Upchurch Hero on D Day  Continued from Page 4

They had completed their mis- S—
sion, but the journey home was
fraught with danger. The flak
continued to burst around
them, and enemy fighters
could appear at any moment.

Despite the challenges, the
War Eagle and her crew
pressed on. Steve navigated
through the rally points with
precision, guiding the bomber
back towards friendly territory.
The escorting P-38s, call signs
PLAY FAIR 1 & 2, kept vigilant
watch, deterring any enemy
aircraft from making a run at
the bomber formation.

Hours later, as they ap-
proached their base in Italy,
the tension began to ease. War
Eagle, bearing several flak
holes, had once again proven
her resilience. The crew, exhausted
but unharmed, began their final de-
scent.

thezr B—24 Heavy Bomber War Eagle.

Vol

“Good job, everyone,” Steve may
have said over the intercom, his
voice filled with pride and gratitude.
“We made it.” The mission a success,
another step towards victory. But he
knew that each mission came with a
cost. War Eagle, scarred but trium-
phant, a testament to the courage
and determination of her crew. For
Steve, she was more than just a
plane; she was a symbol of their fight
for freedom and a reminder of the
enduring legacy of the men who flew
her into the heart of the enemy.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

1 st Lieutenant Clyde Albert Stevens of this story,
War Hero and Grandfather of the author, are de-
scendants of the George Upchurch Clan.

Michael Robinson, is a patriotic and very dis-
tinguished Army veteran who served in Artil-
lery and Special Forces as an officer.




