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Farewell, Nugget: After a decade of daily

smiles, Duke’s beloved golden retriever dies

“So that was a win-win-win situa-
tion.”

Nugget, Duke’s beloved unofficial
mascot, died Thursday morning af-
ter being diagnosed with lymphoma
in March. She was 11 years old.

She collapsed while on her morning
walk and Upchurch had to take her
to the vet to be euthanized. But she
had a high-quality life right up until
the very end, Upchurch said.

He and Nugget spent about an hour
on campus Wednesday evening tak-
ing photos and playing with stu-
dents, faculty and staff who were
drawn to her friendly personality.

“I'm glad that she was able to have
fun right up to the very end, and to
make people smile,” Upchurch said.
“That’s a pretty good legacy.”

Upchurch started bringing Nugget to
the Sarah P. Duke Gardens when she
was only a few months old. She was
like a strong magnet then, he said.

Everyone would marvel at how
beautiful she was and ask what Up-
church did to make her coat silky
and shiny. It wasn’t a secret ingredi-
ent in her food or a rigorous daily
brushing routine, just good genes.

“She was just born that way,” Up-
church said.

After meeting Nugget at the gardens,
a few students easily persuaded Up-
church to bring her to campus, and
she’s been a staple since 2012. It
started mostly with weekend trips.
Once Upchurch retired as a longtime
reporter at The Herald-Sun in 2016,
he brought her to campus everyday
unless it was raining.

“I'd have students with tears in their
eyes sometimes coming up to me
and saying, ‘This is the highlight of
my day,” Upchurch said.

Duke University and Duke Alumni
Keith Upchurch with his popular
golden retriever, Nugget.

“After I heard R
that about 100
times I realized, P
you know, this  *
is a service that

I need to con-
tinue,” he said.
“Itwasn’t a
burden, it was
enjoyable.”

Nugget made A
thousands of %

friends over the

years and her popularity only grew.

She was featured on her

own student-run Instagram ac-
count that has about 4,000 follow-
ers, became an icon on T-shirts
made and sold by a student and in-
spired an online petition for a stat-
ue in her honor as the “best symbol
of Duke’s unity and togetherness.”

On Thursday, Nugget’s Instagram
account shared posts from her fans
saddened by the news.

“Grateful for the smiles and warmth

you brought,” one student wrote.

“So sad to read this! We visited the
campus last weekend and met Nug-
get for a few minutes. What a beau-

Continued from Page 1

tiful heart!!” another person com-
mented.

Nugget made an appearance at
Duke’s graduation Sunday to con-
gratulate students, take photos
and reunite with alumni.

She spent her final days doing
what she did best, making new
friends and bringing a smile to
everyone she met on Duke’s cam-
pus.
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