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Almeda (James) Johnson   XID – 10465 
 

Commentary: Almeda was the second wife of Benjamin Newton Upchurch.  Benjamin was a 
son of another Benjamin and a grandson of Abel Upchurch, head of Upchurch Clan 8. 
 
Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, a valued UAFA 
contributor and outstanding local historian in Cary, NC. 
 
(no number) Records for two sons of Benjamin Upchurch, Head of the Abel Upchurch, 
Sr/Benjamin Upchurch Sub-clan – RPU 2 Sep 2011 
 
1880 Census – MS, Clarke Co, Enterprise 
Name   Age 
William Upchurch head 1830 50 
Mary Upchurch wife 1835 45 
John B Upchurch son 1866 14 
George Upchurch son 1870 10 
Richrd Upchurch son 1875 5 
Lonney Upchurch son  1878 2 
Betsie McGaw mil 1840 40 

 
1880 Census – MS, Clarke Co, Enterprise 
Name   Age 
Benja Upchurch head 1845 35 
Almita Upchurch wife 1850 30 
Lucinda Upchurch dau 1866 14 
Eddie Upchurch son 1877 3 
Lizzie McGaw sd 1861 19 
Lottie Upchurch sis 1840 40 
Alla Upchurch niece 1862 18 
Martha Johnson sd 1869 11 
Alonzo Obey ss 1872 8 

 
I. Abel Upchurch, Sr – Head of Clan 
 A. Benjamin Upchurch 1805 – 1880 (Clarke Co, MS) 
  1. William Edward Upchurch, I born about 1830 (Marengo Co, AL) died 1880  
  (Quitman, Clarke Co, MS)  
  married 1864 (MS) Mary McGraw 1835 – 1873 (after 1880?) 
   a. John Benjamin Upchurch born 8 Jul 1865 (Clarke Co, MS) 
   b. George Edward Upchurch born 1870 (Clarke Co, MS) 
   c. Richard Upchurch born 1875 (Clarke Co, MS) 
   d. Lonnie Upchurch born 1878 (Clarke Co, MS) 
  2. Benjamin Newton Upchurch born 1845 



2 
 

 
 

  married (1st) 6 Feb 1862 (Lauderdale Co, MS) Hannah J McGraw born ( ) died  
  probably 1873? 
  married (2nd) 22 Nov 1874 (Clarke Co, MS) Almedia (James) Johnson born 1  
  Jul 1841 (MS) died 8 Apr 1906 
   a. Lizzie McGraw born 1861 (stepdau of BNU) 
 
(family outline continues below) 
   b. Lucinda Upchurch born 1866 
   c. Martha Johnson born Jan 1870 (stepdaughter of BNU) 
   d. Alonzo Obey born 1872 (stepson of BNU) 
   e. William Edward Upchurch, II (Sr) “Eddie” 
   f. [Alla Upchurch – niece of BNU – born 1862] 
  3. Lottie Upchurch born 1840 [sister of BNU] [Anna Charlotte Upchurch –  
  “Lottie”] 
 
(1) See letter 6 Apr 1983 Genevieve Ellen Upchurch to RPU 
I. William Upchurch, IV – wrong – delete – RPU – should be Richard Upchurch, III 
 A. Abel Upchurch, Sr 
  1. Benjamin Upchurch 
   a. Benjamin N Upchurch born 1841 (MS) (Civil War Deserter) 
   married 22 Nov 1874 Almita Johnson born 1841 (MS) 
     
(2) See Census – 1880 – Clarke Co, MS 
 Benjamin Upchurch W,M  age 35  born MS 
 Almita Upchurch wife  age 30  born MS   
 [Almita Johnson] [nee Almita James] 
 Lucinda Upchurch dau  age 14  born MS 
 Eddie Upchurch son  age 3  born MS [Edwin H Upchurch] 
 Lizzie McGaw  stepdau age 19  born MS 
 Lottie Upchurch sister  age 40  born MS  
 Alla Upchurch  niece  age 18  born MS 
 Martha Johnson stepdau age 11  born MS 
 Alonzo Obey  stepson age 8  born MS 
 
(3) Benjamin Newton Upchurch born 1841 (MS) (possibly Lauderdale Co, MS) died 1883 – 
1900 
married 1st 6 Feb 1862 (Lauderdale Co, MS) Hannah J McGraw probably died 1873 
married 2nd 22 Nov 1874 Almeita (James) Johnson born 1 Jul 1841 (MS) died 8 Apr 1906 ( ) 
(Buried – Oak Grove Cemetery, Bonita, Lauderdale Co, MS). They married in Clarke Co, MS) 
Almeita had a daughter Martha Johnson by her first husband. She also appears to have had a son 
Alonzo Obey possibly between her 1st husband (--- Johnson) and her 2nd – Benjamin Newton 
Upchurch. Benjamin Newton Upchurch had one child by each of his two wives. Almeita had 
three children, one of which had died by 1900, possibly Alonzo Obey. (42, Page 28) 
 
(4) MS – 1880 Census – Clarke Co, MS 
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(see chart below) 

 
 
I. Abel Upchurch, Sr – Head of Clan 
 A. Benjamin Upchurch 
  1. Benjamin Newton Upchurch = #1 
#2 = Almedia (James) Johnson 
#4 = William Edward Upchurch, Sr “Eddie” 
#5 = Lizzie McGraw 
#6 = Anna Charlotte Upchurch 
 
(5) See letter 20 Mar 1991 Hazel Ruth Bullabaugh to RPU 
re: nee Almedia James 
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(6) See letter 14 Nov 1964 Mrs Lois Taylor to William Kendrick Upchurch, Sr in biofile of Lois 
Taylor 
Lois reports that Almedia James married twice before she married Benjamin Newton Upchurch 
to --- --- Johnson and to --- --- William McGaw [Uncle of Lois] who died in the Civil War. [I am 
not sure of the order of the first two marriages – RPU] 
 


