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John Thomas Upchurch    XID – 4346 

 

Commentary: John Thomas Upchurch was the son of Moses Upchurch and the grandson of 

Courtney Upchurch of the Moses Upchurch/Courtney sub clan.  Courtney had moved from NC 

to AL about 1835.  His grandson John Thomas, Was born in Alabama on 19 Aug 1854.  

However, JTU and close relatives lived their adult lives in Mississippi where they established a 

strong presence.  JTU died 14 Nov 1926 in Winston County, MS.  There were Upchurch Family 

Reunions in the 1980s. 

 

      RPU – 29 May 2019 

 

Acknowledgements:  This biofile was transcribed by Carla Michaels of our UAFA office in 

Cary, NC. 

 

(1) See letter 22 Mar 1980 Genevieve Little to RPU 

John Thomas Upchurch born Aug 1852 was son of Moses Upchurch, grandson of Courtney 

Upchurch of the Moses Upchurch/Courtney Upchurch Clan. 

 

(2) John Thomas “Doc” Upchurch born 19 Aug 1854 (AL) died 14 Nov 1926 (Louisville, 

Winston Co, MS) (Buried – 15 Nov Bevill’s Hill Cemetery near Betheden, Winston Co, MS). He 

married 3 times and had issue by all 3 wives. 

Married 1st 6 Jul 1872 (Oktibbeha Co, MS) Malissa Ann Langford born 2 May 1850 died 7 Jul 

1878 (Buried – Colcolough Cemetery near Starksville, MS). She was daughter of John Langford 

and Lucinda ---. 

Married 2nd 14 Nov 1882 (Oktibbeha Co, MS) Mary Alice Richardson born 26 Nov 1854 died 

1889 – 1896 (Buried – Colcolough Cemetery) 

Married 3rd 26 Nov 1896 Martha Young (Turnipseed) Gladney born 2 Jul 1857 died 5 Jul 1937 

(Louisville, Winston Co, MS). (Buried 6 Jul – Bevill’s Hill Cemetery) (42, Page 90, 109) 

 

(3) John Thomas Upchurch was the son of Moses Upchurch, the grandson of Courtney Upchurch 

and the great grandson of Moses Upchurch, Head of Clan – Moses Upchurch line. 

Moses Upchurch born ca 1822 farmed and borrowed money with his son Mark Wesley 

Upchurch in Oktibbeha Co, MS. 

On Nov 1872 Moses and Mark Wesley Upchurch gave $490 and a promissory note to James A. 

Valentine for 320 acres. By 19 Dec 1874 Moses and Mark were having trouble paying for the 

note. John Thomas Upchurch, another son of Moses Upchurch, joined father and son in the 

project. 
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(4) See letter 7 Jun 1997 William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

John Thomas Upchurch born Perry Co, AL married (1st) Melissa Ann Langford died Oktibbeha 

Co, MS. Married (3rd) Winston Co, MS Martha Young Turnipseed 

 

John Thomas Upchurch (500) 

 John Thomas “Doc” Upchurch 9500) was born 19 August 1854 in Alabama,542 died 14 

November 1926 in Louisville, Winston County, Mississippi, and was buried 15 November in 

Bevill’s Hill Cemetery, near Betheden, Winston County.543 John Thomas was married three 

times and had children by all three marriages. On 6 July 1872 in Oktibbeha County, he married 

Malissa Ann Langford,544 who was born 2 May 1850, died 7 July 1878, and was buried in 

Colcolough Cemetery, near Starkville, the daughter of John Langford and Lucinda  ?  .545 On 14 

November 1882 in Oktibbeha County, John Thomas married Mary Alice Richardson.546 Mary 

Alice, the daughter of Robert Richardson, was born 26 November 1854, died sometime between 

1889 and 1896, and was buried in Colcolough Cemetery.547 On 26 November 1896 he married 

Martha Young Turnipseed Gladney, who was born 2 July 1857, died 5 July 1937 in Louisville, 

Winston County, and was buried 6 July in Bevill’s Hill Cemetery. This last wife was the 

daughter of George Turnipseed and Sophia Taylor. The children of John Thomas by his first 

wife: John Wesley Upchurch (766) born 25 July 1874 and died 25 November 1878; and Leo 

Nora Upchurch (777). The children by the second wife: Robert Lee Upchurch (788); Maggie 

Belle Upchurch (799) born 24 November 1886 and died 11 October 1888; and Mary Jane 

Upchurch (780). The children by the last marriage: twins, Benjamin Franklin Upchurch (781) 

and Dan Upchurch (782); Myrtis Marie Upchurch (783); and Spivey Wesley Upchurch (784). 

Dan Upchurch (782) was born 17 September 1897 in Winston county, died 7 November 1897, 

and was buried in Bevill’s Hill Cemetery.548 

(42, page 109) 
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(5) Census records from Ancestry.com 
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(6) RPU DNA connections 

Subject: Candy Cox matches 

From: Italia19 italia19@aol.com 

Date: Thu, Feb 15, 2018 10:04am 

To: phil@upchurchstory.com 

 

Phil, 

I also wanted to let you know about your matches with Candace Cox. She has a few matches 

with Upchurch’s and does not know the connection. You match her on one segment at 16cM. 

What is interesting is that you match her exactly on her mTDNA and although this can happen 

through many generations, her oldest maternal ancestor is Mary Thomas (1875 Caswell Co, NC 

– 1861 MO) who married Thomas Hightower from Buncombe County, NC. I believe your 

possibly could share a common maternal ancestor. Your oldest known maternal ancestor is Sally 

Warren. You also have autosomal matches with 93 people with Thomas ancestors in their tree. It 

would be interesting to pursue the ancestry of Sally Warren and other Thomas ancestors to see 

where there may be a connection. 

 

I looked through your files and found some later Thomas’s, but nothing this far back.  

 

mailto:italia19@aol.com
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I get requests like these and then do some research but we really could use someone to continue 

more extensive research since I need to get back to DNA research and other requests. 

 

Another one I have for research is Lillian Newman whose husband’s grandfather was John 

Thomas Upchurch and according to the information you have gathered there are missing links 

back from there. I believe the Upchurch’s in Mississippi may be able to help? 

 

Please let me know what you think. 

 

Brenda 

 

Cross reference: 

 Candy Cox 

 Mary Thomas 

  Married: 

  Thomas Hightower 

 Sally WArrne 

 Lillian Newman 

  Granddaughter of: 

  John Thomas Upchurch 

 

RPU note – 19 Feb 2018 

This group has been researched before. Lillian is an AF member. 

 


