
John Upchurch I                      XID 150 

1) From pp 21 -22 of Upchurch Family by Belle Lewter West 

A. John U I was the sone of Richard U I and the grandson of Michael U I. 

“John, the son of Richard Upchurch, probably was the John living in New Kent 

County, AF, during the early seventeen hundreds. New Kent lies just north of Surry 

County, across the James River. The following entries in the Register of St. Peter’s 

Church, in that county, are strong indications that such was a fact: 

 Elizabeth, daughter of John Upshear, baptized 25 Dec 1701  XID 2059 

 Sarah, daughter of John Upshear, baptized 15 Oct 1707  XID 2060 

 Trypena, daughter of John Upshear, baptized 13 Apr 1709  XID 2061 

 John Upshiere, Jr., departed this life 13 Apr 1713   XID 2062 

It is possible that there are other records in New Kent County, VA which would clear 

up this matter” 

B. John next appeared in Surry County, VA, when he is mentioned in the estate of 

William Hunnicutt on 19 Jul 1721. (Surry County, VA – Wills and Adminstrations, 

1712 – 1730, pt 2, p. 150) 

C. John Upchurch and wife, Eleanor witnessed the will of John Vaughn on 9 Feb 1736. 

This will was recorded on 27 Jul 1741, Bk 4/355 (Chapman’s Wills, Isle of Wight 

County, VA) 

D. John U was granted 100 acres land for 10 shillings in Isle of Wight, County, VA on 

12 Jan 1745. “on the SW side of the Great Swamps” (VA Land Patent Bk 18/64). 

E. In 1749, Southampton County, VA was formed from part of Isle of Wight County and 

the 1749 grant to John U fell into Southampton Co.  In that same year, John and 

Wife Elizabeth U of Southampton sold 100 acres “on W side of Three Creeks, W side 

of Great Swamps for 1555 pounds” – witnesses James Ridley, Timothy Sharp, 

Burwell Atkinson.  Signed John X (his Mark) U, Elizabeth U. 

F. John U next appeared in Brunswick Co. VA, which was formed in 1720 from Prince 

George, and to which was added parts of Isle of Wight and Surry Counties in 1732. 

[Note: the Index of (28) show this John on page 23, but I cannot find this particular 

Hon on p. 23 – RPU] 

                    (28, pp 20 & 21) 

 

2) See records obtained by RPU on 23 Feb 1978  

Visit to National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Office. 

A. P. 13 – per Hening Vol 7.  John U, Wm U, and Michael U were among those paid for 

provisions for Militia for years 1756 – 1758.  

B. P. 13 – Index to Land Patents 1623 – 1774 

a. James U. bk 1G p. 322, 117 acres, date 1739 – Wm Gooch, Gov 

b. John U bk 24, p. 611 – 100 acres, date 1746 

c. James U, son of John U, in Brunswick Co. VA; 1753, no. 32, p 202, 400 

acres. 

C. P. 14 – Surry County, Wills, Deeds 1715 – 1739 part 2, p. 350 19 Jul 1721.  



John U took the inventory and appraisement of the estate of William Hunnicutt. 

Signed John “X” Upchurch.  

D. P. 14, Southampton County, D.B. 1, p 11. 12 Jul 1749 

John Upchurch and Elizabeth, his wife of Southampton, Co. VA to Ambrose 

Grinsard of the same county, 100 acres in Southampton Co. on the north side of 

Three Creeks and the west side of the Great Swamps. Bound: William Healts. Signed 

John (X)U; Elizabeth (X) U. Witness: James Ridley Timothy Sharp, Burnett (X) 

Atkinson. (Note of searcher: This was interesting to me for several reasons.  It would 

appear that this John Upchurch was the same who appraised the estate of William 

Hunnicutt in Surry County in 1712, as he used the same mark. Surry and 

Southampton are adjoining counties. He is also the same man who patented 100 acres 

in Isle of Wight Co. in 1746. Patent Book 23, p. 611. The land has the same 

boundaries. Southampton Co. was cut from Isle of Wight) 

E. Brunswick Co, VA Militia under Captain Goodrich includes Michael U, William U, 

John U. 

 

3) See p. 37 of letter Elva E. Burkhalter to RPU 

A. “The James U (XID 155) who died in Brunswick Co. VA in 1784 seems to be the son 

of John U (XID 150), who married Elizabeth Hunnicutt and therefore was the 

patentee of land on White Oak Creek 1753 in Brunswick. His sons were John, James, 

and Harmon.” 

B. P. 38, “1721 Surry Co. VA. Accounts for the estate of William Hunnicutt were 

recorded by John U (XID 150), 19 Jul 1721. John U lived first in the Isle of Wight 

Co. VA and when Southampton was formed in 1749, he was living there. He had 

married Elizabeth Hunnicutt, widow of William Hunnicutt, based on the fact of his 

acting administrator for the estate of William H. It is possible that John married an 

Elizabeth Hunnicutt, but she was not the widow of William, but the daughter or niece 

of William., who died in 1718/19. The widow seems much too old to have married 

John U.” 

C. P. 38. New Kent County? 

1753 – September Court – William Clinch against John U, defendant. Attorney 

against estate of debt in amount of ---- pounds and costs returnable next court. 1753 

November Court, William Clinch, William, and Thomas Merritt against John U. 

1754 – January Court, Attorney effects amounting to one shilling and 11 pence. John 

U ordered to pay same to plaintiffs. 

1754 – February Court – Theophilus Field against John Upchurch, defendant 

1754 – May Court – Judgement rendered against John Upchurch, defendant 

1755 – 6 – John Maclin against John Upchurch, defendant 

1756 – April Court – John Maclin against John Upchurch defendant. The Sheriff of 

this county returned an attachment awarded against the Defendant’s Estate that he had 

executed the same in the hand of James U (XID 155) and summoned him a garnishee. 

This day came the plaintiff by his Attorney and the defendant not appearing, the said 

James U came into court and declared on oath that he had three bottles, an old pair of 



hanes?, one old razor and a spoon of the said defendant in his possession. Whereupon 

it is considered by the Court that the plaintiff recover against said defendant, ten 

pounds, six shillings and one half penny for his damages sustained. It is ordered that 

the sheriff see attached effect according to law and return an account (to) the next 

court.” 

 

4) See 20 Jul 1979 letter, Julia Frances Upchurch to RPU 

She shows John Upchurch married Elizabeth Hunnicutt. He died in 1758. 

 

5) See 7 Feb 1980 order from Odie Marie Upchurch for Upchurch Bulletin 

She gives dates for John Upchurch as 1678 – 1756. For time being I am accepting the 

1678 date – RPU 

 

6) See chart received 17 Jul 1981 by RPU from Fred Upton Upchurch Sr,  

He shows John U XID 150, born 1678 and died 1758, married Elizabeth Hunnicutt. 

 

7) See letter 2 Aug 1984 Roy White Jr. to RPU 

John Upchurch was in Brunswick Co. VA as early as March 1751 at which time he was 

sued for debt.  Apparently, he arrived in Brunswick Co. VA almost immediately after he 

sold his land in Southampton Co. VA in 1749. 

 

8) Copy to Roy White Jr. for 11 Aug 1984. 

 

9) See letter 13 Sep 1984, Roy White Jr to RPU 

John U who became a Quaker and died 1761 (NC) cannot be the John Upchurch who 

was sued in Brunswick Co. VA in 1765. One of them is probably the same as John 

Upchurch of Southampton Co. VA, who moved to Brunswick Co. VA – but which one 

and who is the other?  Is the New Kent Co. John Upchurch the same or either one? If 

New Kent, John U was same as the 1765 debtor, he would have been 85+ years of age. 

 

10) See letter 8 May 1984, Martha Miriam Anderson to RPU 

John U I b. 1700 (Surry Co. VA) d<1756. He was in Brunswick Co. VA in 1753 and in 

new Ken Co. VA in 1713. 

Spelling for daughter is Typhena and not Trypena 

Elizabeth Hunnicutt was 2nd wife of John U I. 

 

11) See letter 22 May 1987, Oliver Wingate Upchurch to RPU – Coy Tillman U Section 

A. Surry Co. VA Wills, Deeds 1715 – 1730, part 2, p. 350, 19 Jul 1721 

John U took the inventory and appraisement of the estate of William Hunnicutt.  

Signed John “X” Upchurch   (Same item as 1 B.) 

B. Southampton Co. VA, Deed Bk 1, p. 11, 12 Jul 1749 (same as 1 E) 



John U and Elizabeth, his wife of Southampton Co. VA to Ambrose Grinsard of the 

same county. 100 acres on the north side of three creeks and the west side of the 

Great Swamp. Bound: William Heath.  

      Signed: John “X” Upchurch 

        Elizabeth “X” Upchurch 

Witness; James Ridley, Timothy Sharp, Burnett “X” Atkinson (This is interesting to 

me for several reasons. It would appear that this John U was the same who appraised 

the estate of William Hunnicutt in Surry Co. VA in 1721, as he used the same mark. 

Surry and Southampton are adjoining counties. He is also the same man who patented 

100 acres in Isle of Wight Co. VA in 1746, Pat. Book 24, p. 611. The land has the 

same boundaries. Southampton County was cut from Isle of Wight) 

 

See letter, 25 Oct 1993, Lessie Leona Lee to RPU 

      “John U b. 1678 d 1758 (VA) married 1718 (VA) Elizabeth Hunnicutt” [note – The 

source of this information is not stated- RPU] 

 

12) Excerpts from a letter 23 Dec 1990, Truex Newman Upchurch to RPU, base on his 

reading of the entries from the Biofile of John U I published in Upchurch Bulletin, Vol 

11 (1990) No. 4

 

 



13) Excerpt from letter, 9 Apr 1992, Truex Newman Upchurch to RPU 

 
[Note: Master Copy of UB Vol 13 no. 1, p 13 has been changed from 1698 to 1678 - 

RPU] 

 

14) Items 5, 6, 7 in Section D of Martha Lucy Upchurch – Her records – 18 May 1968, 

 



RPU shows: (XIDs)      Supported by  Use of (1) ?? – RPU 

I Michael U I 

A. Richard U I (149)   (3)(5)(7)(8)(10) 

B. Michael U II (148) (2)(3)(4)(5)(7)(9) 

C. John U II (2062)  (6) 

[RPU records carry this John U II as a son of John U, I and a grandson of Richard U I. 

More analysis is needed. The logic of (6) carries some weight - RPU 27 Feb 2004] 

15) See email 26 Jan 2010, Mae Frances Davenport to Ray NMN White Jr, in her Biofile and his 

response of 26 Jan 2010 in his Biofile, regarding the following array of people:  

 

I. Michael Upchurch I (1624 – 1681) 

a. Michael U II (1667 -1697) 

b. Richard U I (1658 – bef 1700)                  

i. John U I (1678 – 1758) 

ii. William U I  

iii. James U I (1685 – 1765)  

 

d. Now comes the interesting info...on the 

1679 Tithable record for Lawne’s Creek 

Parish of Surry County, Virginia, 

Michael Upchurch is listed… AND SO 

IS HIS SON, 

MICHAEL. I have a copy of the actual                         

record in my hand as I speak…and it’s                        

clear and easy to read: Michael Upchurch 

& Michael his son. 

e. This really excites me. Now we can see that he’d 

reached 16 by 1679, making him born after 

      10 Jun 1662 and before 10 Jun 1663.  

f. Could it possibly be that since Michael II was                                                           

born earlier than thought, that he might be the  

father of John, William, and James, instead of Richard   

(c. 1658 – 1700)? When we thought he wasn’t old enough to have fathered John, 

(b. 1678), it made sense that Richard was the father. But now we can see that 

Michael II would  

have been about 17 years of age. 

g. I’ve never really studied the two sons of Michael (1624 – 1681), so I’m not sure 

of the validity of whether Richard U (1658 –1700), or now this son Michael 

would have been the father of John, Wm, and James. 

 

  What do you think? 

Mae has paragraphs A – E in her 

email, none of which are produced 

here. In A, D, E, F, she reports that 

new evidence shows Michael II 

was born between 10 Jun 1662 and 

10 Jun 1663 – earlier than West 

reported – based on this, she asks 

if Michael II could be the father of 

John U I, Wm U I, & James U I. 

(see G) next page. 

From 

RPU’s 

chart 
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c. First though, let me give you this from  

Belle Lewter West’s book: 

 

Michael U II, in Surry County, VA, seems 

to have been the youngest son of Michael 

and Frances Upchurch. He was first  

mentioned in records as a tithable at Lawne’s 

Creek Parish Church by his mother, Frances, 

on the 12th of Jun 1683, indicating that he 

had just reached the age of sixteen…. 

 

So. we’ve all used that information about 

Michael II as nothing else had ever 

surfaced to make us think differently. Ms. 

West’s findings suggested that Michael II 

was born about 1667. 

 

x. This is absolutely fascinating, and you could 

be onto something significant. It will  

need to be thought out, but Michael II would’ve 

been really young, still I notice that John  

apparently had a daughter, Elizabeth, b. 25 Dec 

1701 – which (usually) would mean having been 

born 1670 – 75, and there were at least two boys, 

John Jr and James, for whom I do not have a  

birthdate.  If they were before Elizabeth, then 

John’s marriage might have been a littler earlier 

(or not). In any event, this would imply that  

Michael II would need to have been born not much later than c. 1650. 

 

16) Input rom Roy White Jr. in an email 8 Jul 2007 to RPU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cont’d 

In C, Mae shows that West thought 

Michael II, b abt 1667 – Roy’s 

response in given in X. 

[RPU Comments: I will agree that 

the dates for the first 4 generations 

need to be revisited and any new 

data analyzed with change in 

partage if needed. However, d do 

agree with Roy that even if 

Michael II was born 1662, he 

would have been only about 16 

when John I was born in 1776 – 

hence not likely father and son.   

Note: Mae is writing a book on 

Michael U I, in late Mar 2010.] 
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Cross File: John U, I XID 150 

 Elizabeth Hunnicutt XID 4136 

Elizabeth Warren, daughter of Thomas Warren & Elizabeth Spencer (she 

married first Robert Sheppard and had a daughter 

 

17) See letter 15 Sep 2000, Kevin Michael Upchurch to RPU – p. 2 

 

I. Michael U I 

a. Richard U I 

i. John U I (see 6 below) 

 

* Note: Need Evidence for this date 

** Note: Our working hypothesis is that this John U was John U I (XID 150) and that he was b 

1678, not 1698 – RPU 9 Jul 2007 

18) Excerpt from book, “The Upchurches” by Mae D. Cox, Apr 2008, p. 101 
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19) Excerpt from The Upchurches of Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas and Indian Territory: 

1624 – 1925, by Mae Davenport Cox. Apr 2008, pp 77 – 100. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* There is a possibility that John was married to Eleanor before his marriage to Elizabeth 

Hunnicutt.  More on this on next few pages. 

 

RPU note: Pages 77 – 100 contain information on 

• New Kent County, VA 

• St. Peter’s Church of New Kent County 

• Brunswick County, VA 
















































