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James Upchurch III    XID 155 

 

1) Land Grant Book 12/202 – VA State Library, Richmond VA. 
A. On 20 Jul 1753, James U, son of John U (evidently John of Southampton Co. VA and 

hereafter called James U III) was granted 400 acres of land in the county of 
Brunswick VA. 

B. In Apr 1756, in answer to a suit against John U, his son James U, III went into court 
and gave a list of John’s holdings. 

C. On 24 Nov 1764, James U III bought 310 acres of land from Thomas and Mary 
Gilliam of Southampton Co. VA for 60 pounds. 

D. On 7 Oct 1781, James U, III bought 57 acres of land for 20 pounds. 
E. On 15 Jun 1762 (1782 – JCB), James U, III was certified as having given supplies to 

aid the American Revolution. 
F. On 24 Jun 1784, James U, III made his will naming sons John, James, and Harmon, 

daughters Selah and Edith Mosely, and grandson Burwell and John. 
 

2) See records obtained by RPU on 23 Feb 1978 visit to National Society Colonial Dames 
XVII Century Office. 
A. P. 13, Index to Land Patents 1623 – 1774 

a. James U. book 1g, p. 322 - 1117 acres, date 1739, Governor William Gooch. 
Assume this James is James U, I (XID 151). 

b. John U, 24, p. 611 – 100 acres, year 1746. Assume XID 150. 
c. James U, son of John in Brunswick Co. VA, year 1753, no. 32, p. 202, 400 

acres. Assume James U, III (XID 155) 
B. P.12, Wills – Brunswick Co. VA – book 2, p. 348 – 1784. July 25, 1784 – James 

Upchurch [James U, III XID – 155]. 
Sons – John, James, Harmon 
Daughters – Selah, Edith Mosley 
Grandsons – Burwell, John 
Executor – John, James, Harmon 

C. P. 12 – Brunswick Co. VA Deeds. In 1764, James U bought land from Thomas 
Gilliam and wife, book 9, p. ? 

D. P. 12 – Brunswick Co. VA Deed – In 1782, James bought land from James Phipps on 
Lawrell Swamp, book 2, p. 271.  
 

3) See pp 24 -5 of 2 Feb 1978 letter, Elva E. Burkhalter to RPU. 
A. Joseph Hambelton (Hamilton) of Brunswick Co.VA wrote his will 19 May 1780, 

recorded Feb 1782 (Parish of Meherrin) mentions children including a daughter Ann, 
to whom he gives 20 shillings. The researcher says, “note Nancy and Nanny are 
diminutives of Ann as Nan.  Therefore, it seems that Ann Hamilton (Hambleton) 
married John U (XID 157), the son of James U, III (XID 155), who died in 
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Brunswick Co. VA in 1784. Refer to this will and deed book 14, p. 240. “John U and 
Nanny, his wife to John Neal….” 

B. P. 28. “Burwell Upchurch of Franklin Co. NC, for consideration of 60 lbs., conveys 
to John Harrison of Brunswick Co.VA, 237 acres of land adjacent to Jesse Taylor’s 
estate, John Goodrick and Stephen Smith to White Oak Swamp. – Powell – the same 
being a tract of land devised by James U (XID – 155) deceased, to his grandson 
Burwell – signed Burwell U. Proved 24 Oct 1803. Comment from researcher, 
“according to land taxes, 1782, James U Sr (XID 155) had 710 acres plus 57 not 
before assessed. Grandson Burwell U sold 237 acres in 1803; son Hermon (Harmon) 
sold 237 acres in 1788. One John Upchurch of Brunswick sold 16 acres. Total 777 
acres. Discrepancy of 10 acres may be due to a re-survey, but no mention of same in 
any deed”. 

C. P. 35. “Note, refer to will of James Upchurch who died in 1784, which referred to 
daughter Selah Moseley. It seems that Selah U marriage Benjamin Mosely. The will 
of Benjamin Moseley written 1785 refers to my wife, Selah Moseley. It seems that 
Selah Upchurch did marry Benjamin Moseley. 

D. P. 36. “1753 – James Upchurch, son of John U (XID 150), on 20 Jul 1753, granted 
400 acres N side of Whit Oak Creek (I believe this is White Rock Creek on map 
today). 25 Nov 1764, James U (XID 155) bought from Thomas Gilliam and wife of 
Southampton Co. VA, 310 acres on the S side of White Oak Creek. (Part of a tract of 
land granted to Gilliam in 1763). Beginning at the westward Road on the said Creek 
thence down the said creek as it meanders to Upchurch’s corner. Spanish Oak of the 
same thence along said line North to Randall’s corner to Sim’s Corner – to Hine 
corner thence along Taylor’s dividing line to his corner pine thence along said line to 
Westward Road as it meanders along said Road to the beginning. 

E. “1781, James Upchurch Sr. buys from Fipps 57 acres on Quarrel (Squirrel?) Swamp. 
These 57 acres, he leaves by will to grandson John Upchurch.  He left to his son John 
U (SID 157) all his land below Westward Road on N Side of White Oak Creek – and 
to son James (XID 156), with reversion of bequest to grandson V. Burwell) on the S 
side of White Oak Swamy to son Harmon U (XID – 167), other land et cetera.  

F. “James U (XID 155), who died in 1784, signed with an X – 1774 Brunswick Court 
held Monday 23 May 1774 – James is appointed surveyor the road from Quarrel 
Swamp to Rattlesnake Creek and it is ordered that the hand as usual do attend the aide 
James U and keep the said road in repair according to law.” 

G. P. 36. “1776 – p. 111, Court held Monday 22 Apr 1776, ordered that the hands of 
James Randle do attend with the other hands on the road whereof James U (XID – 
155) is Surveyor and keep the said road in good repair according to law.” [Note: This 
appears to be in Brunswick Co. VA – RPU]. 

H. P. 36. “1782 – Court Order Bk 13, p. 446 at a court held purpose of rec. certify. 5th 
day of June 1782.  June 18, 1781, James U (SID – 155) a claim for one saddle and 
bridle taken by Paschall Greenhill when impressing horses by order of General 
Lawson. Allowed for 2 pounds. (Thus, any descendant of said James Upchurch is 
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eligible for membership into DAR, since James being a Patriot)” [Note: this appears 
to be in Brunswick Co. VA – RPU) 

I. P. 37. “The James U (XID 155) who died in Brunswick in 1784 seems to be the son 
John (XID – 150), who married Elizabeth Hunnicutt and therefore was the Patentee of 
land on White Oak Creek 1753, in Brunswick. His sons were John, James, and 
Hermon (Harmon). 

J. P. 38. “1756 – April Court. John Maclin against John Upchurch defendant (XID – 
150). The Sheriff of this County having returned an attachment awarded against the 
defendant’s estate that he had executed the same in the hand so James U (XID – 
155), and summoned him a garnishee, this day came the plaintiff by his Attorney and 
the defendant not appearing the said James U (XID – 155) came into court and 
declared on oath that he had three bottles, 1 old pair of harness, on old razor and 
spoon of the said defendant in his possession. Whereupon it is considered by the court 
that the plaintiff recover against said defendant, ten pounds six shillings and one-half 
penny for his damages sustained.  It is ordered the Sherriff to sell attached effects 
according to law and return an account to the next court. 
 

4) See 7 Feb 1980 order for Upchurch Bulletin from Odie Marie Upchurch. 
She gives dates for James U III (XID = 155) as 1724 – 1784. I had 1784 already, but 
1724 appears new and I am accepting it provisionally – RPU. 
 

5) See chart received 17 Jul 1981 by RPU from Fred Upton Upchurch Sr.  He shows James 
U III (XD – 155) as b. 1724 d. 1784. 
 

6) See letter, 20 Aug 1983, Leta Nelson to RPU. She shows James U, III (XID – 155) as 
born Brunswick Co. VA and (his) will recorded, 26 Jul 1784, bk 3, 245 Brunswick. 
[Hence I will presume he died in Brunswick Co. VA – RPU]. 
 

7) Copy to Roy White, Jr. 11 Aug 1984. 
 

8) See letter, 29 Apr 1985, Charles E. Crow to RPU.  James U, III Will 1784 – Brunswick 
Co. VA is referenced in Virginia Wills and Administrations 1632 – 1800, by Clayton 
Torrence. 
 

9) See letter, 8 May 1984, Martha Miriam Anderson to RPU.  James U, III b. Brunswick 
Co. VA. Will made 24 Jun 1784, died Brunswick County VA, married Elizabeth ------. 
On 15 Jun 1782, James U, III was certified as having given supplies to aid the American 
Revolution. 
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10) See letter, 22 May 1987, Oliver Wingate U to RPU -Coy Tillman Upchurch section. 
A. “The Fourth Upchurch to appear was James U [James U, III], the son of John U 

[John U, I]. James U bought 310 acres in Brunswick Co. VA on the sought side of 
White Oak Creek from Thomas Gilliam in Nov 1764. [same item as 1 C]. 

B. “The Will of James U [James U, III] dated in 1784, left to his son, John U [John U, 
III], a tract of land beginning at Zachariah Simms’s line. [Same tract as cited in A 
above]. 

C. “On 19 Oct 1786, John U [John U, III], the second John U and the fifth generation 
Upchurch to appear here in the United States, son of James U [James U, III] of 
Brunswick Co. VA, bought a tract of land from Robert Rassel in Chatham Co. NC on 
the Haw River”. 

D. [Note that Coy Tillman Upchurch presumed that the wife of Moses U (Head of Clan) 
came from the Simms family mentioned in 10 B, because James U, III lived next to 
Simms family However, note that James U, III was a first cousin of the father 
(Richard U, II) of Moses U. To follow up on this lead, we need to establish more 
details. Coy seems to imply that Moses U descended from James U, III, which he did 
not – RPU] [Coy also presumes that Gillium U of NC got his name from Thomas 
Gillium mentioned in 10 A – same reservations – RPU]. 

E. William and Mary Quarterly, V. 26 (1), p. 59. Brunswick Co. VA Poll List for 
residents voting for representatives for the House of Burgesses in 1748 include James 
U (James U, III]. 

F. Brunswick Co. VA, Deed Book 5, p. 740, 27 May 1755, recorded 27 May 1755. 
James U [James U, III] of Meherrin Parish, Brunswick Co. VA to Peter Hines of the 
same parish and county, 117 acres in Brunswick Co. VA on the sough side of 
Fontane’s or Rattle Snake Creek.  Said land was patented by said Upchurch. Signed 
James (X) Upchurch. 

G. Brunswick Co. VA Deed Book 7, p. 61, 20 Feb 1762, recorded 22 Feb 1762. 
Abraham Jones of Halifax Co. NC to James U (James U, III) of Brunswick Co. VA, 
200 acres in Brunswick Co.  Bound: Benjamin Mosley, Thomas Bayns, Richard 
Bennett.  Signed: Abraham Jones. Witnesses: Benjamin Mosley, Thos Mosley, Isaac 
Mosley. 

H. Brunswick Co. VA Deed Book 9, p. 290, 25 Nov 1764, recorded 26 Nov 1764. 
Thomas Gilliam and his wife, of Southampton Co. VA to James UI (James U, III) of 
Brunswick Co. VA, 310 acres in Brunswick Co on the south side of White Oak 
Creek. Said land was patented 13 Aug 1773 by said Gilliam. Bound: Westward Road 
on White Oak Creek, Upchurch, Randloe (?) and Harrison. Signed: Thomas (X) 
Gilliam and Mary Gilliam. Witnesses: John Robinson, Henry Edmunds, Lewis 
Williamson, John Tatum. 

I. Brunswick Co. VA order Book 1, p. 475. Will of James U [James U, II and not III] of 
Brunswick Co. VA, 15 Sep 1779, probated 24 Aug 1783. Wife Elizabeth. Legatees: 
John Nance, the son of Sally Smith, James Smith, the son of William Smith. Wife 
Elizabeth and Jesse Brewer, executors. 
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J. Brunswick Co. VA Will Book 2, p. 348. Will of James U (James U, III) of 
Brunswick Co. VA. 24 Jun 1784. Probated 26 Jul 1784. To son John U, all of my land 
below the Westward Road on the N of White Oak Swamp (Creek). Beginning at 
Zachariah Sim’s line to Stephen Smith’s line. (John U, III). To son James (James U, 
IV) I lend all my land on the S side of White Oak Swamp, below Baistes Spring 
Branch to Jesse Taylor’s corner. After the death of James U (James U, IV) to 
grandson Burwell U.  Names grandson John U, son Harmon U, daughter Selah 
Mosely, daughter Edith Mosley, sons John U (John U, III), James U (James U, IV) 
and Harmon U, executors.  Signed James (X) U. Win: George Walton, Meredith 
Poythress, James Fipps. 

K. Brunswick Co. VA – Personal Tax Lists. 1782 – James U, III. Note that James U, II is 
not on the list in 1783 thru 1787. 
 

11) Article from letters, 1 Jan 1996 and 14 Jan 1996, Roy White, Jr to RPU. 
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- Roy White, 14 Jan 1996 
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12) See letter, 19 Oct 2001, John Read Upchurch to RPU, a 13 Item Report of Nancy Carter 
Moore regarding Brunswick Co. VA Records possibly bearing upon Joseph U, b. 1775 
(VA) – RPU Comments. 
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13) Item in letter, 7 Sep 2007, Margaret Louise Harris to RPU. (See her Biofile for full record 
– the relevant Upchurch segment has been reformatted as below): 

 
 

RPU Transcription:  
18 Jun 1781: James Upchurch’s claim for one saddle and riddle take by Paschall 
Greenhill when impressing horses by order of General Lawson – allowed for -----  2.0.0 
(pounds). 
 
RPU interpretation:  

 It appears that James Upchurch was required to, or willingly provided a saddle and 
bridle for government use, presumably during the Revolution. It appears his claim 
was approved, and he was paid 2 pounds.  

 This James Upchurch could have been: 
i. James U, II who died about 1783 (Brunswick Co. VA?) XID 154 

ii. James U, III who died about 1784 (Brunswick Co. VA) XID 155 

 

14)  Records for Upchurch Family members in Brunswick Co. VA in the 1700s, received 
from Margaret Louise Harris, without accompanying message. (She phoned to say she 
was cleaning out her office). These records are placed in the Brunswick Co. VA File.  
The key points are summarized below: 
1. 1786 – 27 Nov, date of marriage of Thomas Bethshurs and Eliza Upchurch – security 

and witness: Peter Read. 
2. 2 May 1787 – Thoms Bethsheare married Elizabeth Upchurch. Minister = John King. 
3. 19 marriages listed on 4 Feb 1790. Minister for all was John King, including William 

Brown and Elizabeth Upchurch. 
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4. Family History Library Microfilm #29809 – Public Service Claims – Brunswick Co. 
VA Court Booklet, p. 3. 18 Jun 1781: James Upchurch claim for one saddle and 
riddle take by Paschall Greenhill when impressing horses by order of General Lawson 
– allowed for -----  2.0.0 

RPU comments, 9 Sep 2009 

1 and 2 above are already in RPU records. This Elizabth Upchurch is Elizabth U, II head 
of Upchurch Clan #17. She is the daughter of Michael U, III. 

3 above also in RPU records – Elizabeth Upchurch is shown as an unidentified Upchurch. 

4 above also in RPU records – somehow this James Upchurch was classed a James U, 
III XID 155 (4th generation). However, after this review, it seems the entry could 
equally apply to his 1st cousin James U, II, XID 154. 

15) Input in letter, 7 Sep 2007, Margaret Louise Harris to RPU, regarding land in Brunswick 
Co. VA held by Upchurches in the 1700s. 

 
 
Commentary by RPU, 18 Sep 2007: 
 My records do include a James U, I (XID 151) b. about 1685 (VA), d. abt. 1765 
(Brunswick Co. VA). Note that the record above mentions the date 1780/81 at which time 
James U, I had been deceased 15 or more years.  Still, the reference could be to him. 
 Alternatively, there were two other Upchurches by the name James who were in 
Brunswick Co. VA in the 1750 1800 era. They were: 

 James U, III d. 1784 (Brunswick Co. VA) XID 155 

 James U, II d 1783 (Brunswick Co. VA) XID 154 
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16) Will of James U, III, dated 24 Jun 1784 in Brunswick Co. VA. Transcribed by Roy 
White, Jr. RPU has copy of original on file. 
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17) FHL 7644010, Image 213 – Will of James U, III. 
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18) Excerpt from The Upchurches of Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas and Indian 
Territory: 1624 – 1925, by Mae Davenport Cox. Apr 2008, pp 77 – 100. 

 

* There is a possibility that John was married to Eleanor before his marriage to Elizabeth 
Hunnicutt.  More on this on next few pages. 
 

RPU note: Pages 77 – 100 contain information on 

 New Kent County, VA 

 St. Peter’s Church of New Kent County 

 Brunswick County, VA 
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19) Excerpt from The Upchurches, by Mae D. Cox, Apr 2008, p. 102.

 
 



17 
 

 
 

20) Excerpt from The Upchurches, by Mae D. Cox, Apr 2008, pp 103 – 201. 
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