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James I                              XID 151 

 

1) From pp 21 -2 of Upchurch Family by Belle Lewter West 

 “Three of the family of Upchurch with the given name, James, became active buying and 
selling land in Brunswick County, VA. I shall designate them as I, II, and III for the sake of 
clarity”. 

 “One the 29th of Jun 1739, James U I, who seems to have been the son of Richard of 
Surry County (VA), therefore a grandson of Michael U I, was granted 117 acres of land, for 15 
shillings, on the S side of Fountain’s Creek (later called Rattlesnake Creek) in Brunswick Co.  
This creek lies just north of the North Caroline line, almost all the way across Brunswick 
County.” (VA Land Grants, Archives in Richmond VA) 

 In 1748 – 9, James U I voted for (House of) Burgesses (Wm & Mary Magazine, 1 series, 
vol 26/29 

 “on the 27th of May 1755, with wife Elizabeth, James I gave a deed to Peter Hines of 
Brunswick County in Meherrin Parish – “land W side Fountain’s Creek  ...for 27 pounds 
(Brunswick Co. VA Deed Bool 5/740. 

 On 20 Feb 1762, James U I bought, for 10 pounds, from Abraham Jones of Halifax Co. 
NC, 200 acres in Brunswick Co. VA. 

 The will of James U I was recorded 27 May 1765 in Brunswick Co. VA, naming son 
Myal and wife Elizabeth (Brunswick Co. VA Will BK 3/425. 

Probable Children of James I and Elizabeth 

1. William U II – on tax list of Granville Co. NC in 1755 (XID 161) 
2. Richard U II – ibid (XID 152) 
3. James U II – ibid (XID 154) 
4. Myal (Michael III) U -  (XID  159 
5. Daughter? 

 
2) See records obtained by RPU on 23 Feb 1978, on a visit to National Society Colonial 
Dames XVII Century Office (28 p. 21, 22) 

a. P. 15 – Brunswick Co. Will Book 3, p. 425, probate 27 May 1765 
 Will of James U of Brunswick Co. VA Wife Elizabeth. “To Myal Upchurch, his 
younger son, 200 acres of land and plantation, lying between Thomas Bracy’s line and 
Benjamin Mosley’s line.” Wife Elizabeth, Exor – signed James U.  Witness Absolom 
Ledbetter, Benjamin Mosley, Isaac Mosley. 
[The phrase naming Myal Upchurch, his younger son, reads as though Myal might have 
been a brother and not the son of James U – I.B.W] (last comment of searcher – RPU) 
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b. P. 13 – Index to Land Patents 1623 – 1774 
i. James U BK 1G, pg 322, 117 acres, date 1739     assume 

 Wm. Gooch, Gov                                                   XID 151 
ii. John U, BK 24, p. 611, 100 acres, year 1746 – assume XID 150 

iii. James U, son of John U in Brunswick Co. VA     assume  
Year 1753, No. 32, p. 202, 400 acres                    XID 155 

c. P 14, William & Mary Quarterly Vol 26 (1) 
 Brunswick County Poll List for residents voting for (House of) Burgesses – 
1748…..James U. 

d. P. 12 Brunswick Co. VA – Index of Deeds and Other Transactions 
1739 – James U = Land grant in Brunswick Co. for 15 shillings – 117 acres on S 
side Fountain’s Creek. 29 Jun signed Wm Gooch, Gov. 

e. P. 12 (1782) James of Brunswick Co. VA certified as having given supplies to aid 
in American Revolution – 5 Jun. 

f. P. 12 Brunswick Co. VA – Wills BK 3, p. 425 Year 1765 (27 May?) 
 James U Will – wife Elizabeth Exec. “That is to say given to Myal U,  his 
younger son, 200 acres of land, to Bracy’s line, Benjm Moseley’s  line”. Wit: Absolom 
Ledbetter Benj & Isaac Moseley. 

 
3) See p. 35 of 2 Feb 1978 letter Elva E. Burkhalter to RPU 

A. Re: James U (XID 151), Peter Hines to John Pearson, Brunswick Co. VA Deed Book 
p. 527. This Indenture made 12 Nov 1750……between Peter Hines in …Brunswick 
…110 pounds conveyed to John Pearson (Pearce?) ...517 acres being a dividend of 
land granted by patent to James U (XID 151) and Richard Smith date 1755 and 
bunded as follows: Beginning at James Upchurch corner red oak ...north on 
Rattlesnake Creek...Richard Ledbetter corner...-inwards at Fountain Creek...together 
with all the building.  Test: William Neal...Peter Hines (LS). John Ledbetter – his 
mark, John Ledbetter- his mark, Jacob Adams – his Mark, John Read – his mark. 23 
Jun 1760, ordered to be recorded.  Fountain’s Creek is in present day Granville 
County, a branch of which may com within bounds of present day Brunswick Co. 
1780 – 81. 

  See the next two pages for actual document. 
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4) See p. 35 – 36 of 2 Feb 1978 letter Elva E. Burkhalter to RPU 
A. Patent Book 18, p. 322 Brunswick Co. VA. 1739 James Upchurch 

29 Jun 1739….117 acres on South side of Fountain’s Creek. Comment Mrs. Huggins 
– This land after 1780 – 81 was located in Greensville County and is in the extreme 
corner S.W. near Brunswick County Line. When James U (XID 151) and his wife 
sold their land to Peter Hines in 1755, this is the way he signed his name: 
                his 
      James X Upchurch (LS) 
              mark 
              Elizabeth Upchurch (LS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Whether James U left 
Brunswick County at that 
time is not known. He may 
have gone to NC, then back to 
VA. 
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B. P. 36 “27 May 1762, James U (XID 151) bought from Abraham Jones of Halifax Co. 
NC 200 acres of land (in the) southern part of Brunswick near Lizard Creek and 
signed his name as follows:     James X Upchurch (his mark) 
Comment: The 200 acres purchased by this James U was left to his son, Myal 
(Michael) U (XID 159), the rest of his estate to his wife. The will notes that Myal is 
his youngest son. Said James Upchurch’s will of 1765 is not signed with a mark” 
 

C. P. 37 “Brunswick Co. VA – Alteration Personal Property Tax for 1791…100 acres of 
land taken from name of James U and charged to John N. Smith. Comment: John, 
William and Michael seem to be the sons of James who married Elizabeth and died in 
Brunswick Co. VA in 1765 (Note: I show sone William and Michael, but not John – 
RPU) 

5) See notes of RPU, 31 Deb 1978 visit to William Kendrick Upchurch Sr.  Kendricks 
record show James U I XID 151 (b. 1685 d. 1765) 
 

6) See letter 19 Mar 1980 from Fred Upton Upchurch Sr. to RPU 
He shows James U I married Elizabeth – This agrees with 1 – 5 above. [added to Master 
Outline in Upchurch Bulletin, V1, p. 9 – RPU]. 

7) See Charles E. Crow letter 29 Apr 1985 to RPU 
The will of James U I, 1765 Brunswick Co. VA is referenced in Virginia Wills and 
Administrations 1632 1800 by Clayton Torrence. 

8) See letter 22 May 1987, Oliver Wingate Upchurch to RPU -Coy Tillman Upchurch 
Section. 
A. Brunswick Co. VA Will Book 3, p. 425.  Will of James Upchurch (James I) of 

Brunswick Co. VA.  Wife Elizabeth, to Myal U (Michael U, III) his younger son, 200 
acres of land and plantation lying between Thomas Brocy’s line and Benjamin 
Mosley’s line. Wife Elizabeth = Executor. Signed : James U (James U I), wit: 
Absolom Ledbetter, Benjamin Mosley, Isaac Mosley. 

9) See letter 17 Jan 1992 Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU 
James U noted in 1748 in Brunswick Co. VA, died Brunswick Co. VA (will dated 27 
May 1765) married Elizabeth________. The last record for Elizabeth ________ was 
1791.  

10) See will file for copy of will of James U I provided to RPU in letter 8 Jan 1992 from 
Melva Doris Upchurch. 

11) See letter 8 Jan 1992 Melva Doris Upchurch to RPU 
James U I was listed as a patriot for the Revolution in Brunswick C. VA. He was the 
only Upchurch on the list.  
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12) See letter 19 Oct 2001, John Read Upchurch to RPU RE: a 13 item Report of Nancy 
Carter Moore regarding Brunswick County, VA records possibly bearing upon Joseph U 
b. 1775 – RPU Comments 
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13) Excerpt from Book “The Upchurches” by Mae D. Cox Apr 2008, p. 102 
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14) See email 26 Jan 2010, Mae Frances Davenport to Ray NMN White Jr, in her Biofile and 
his response of 26 Jan 2010 in his Biofile, regarding the following array of people:  
 

I. Michael Upchurch I (1624 – 1681) 
a. Michael U II (1667 -1697) 
b. Richard U I (1658 – bef 1700)                  

i. John U I (1678 – 1758) 
ii. William U I  

iii. James U I (1685 – 1765)  
 

d. Now comes the interesting info...on the 
1679 Tithable record for Lawne’s Creek 
Parish of Surry County, Virginia, 
Michael Upchurch is listed… AND SO 
IS HIS SON, 
MICHAEL. I have a copy of the actual                         
record in my hand as I speak…and it’s                        
clear and easy to read: Michael Upchurch 
& Michael his son. 

e. This really excites me. Now we can see that he’d 
reached 16 by 1679, making him born after 

      10 Jun 1662 and before 10 Jun 1663.  
f. Could it possibly be that since Michael II was                                                           

born earlier than thought, that he might be the  
father of John, William, and James, instead of Richard   
(c. 1658 – 1700)? When we thought he wasn’t old enough to have fathered John, 
(b. 1678), it made sense that Richard was the father. But now we can see that 
Michael II would  
have been about 17 years of age. 

g. I’ve never really studied the two sons of Michael (1624 – 1681), so I’m not sure 
of the validity of whether Richard U (1658 –1700), or now this son Michael 
would have been the father of John, Wm, and James. 

 
  What do you think?

Mae has paragraphs A – E in her 
email, none of which are produced 
here. In A, D, E, F, she reports that 
new evidence shows Michael II 
was born between 10 Jun 1662 and 
10 Jun 1663 – earlier than West 
reported – based on this, she asks 
if Michael II could be the father of 
John U I, Wm U I, & James U I. 
(see G) next page. 

From 
RPU’s 
chart 
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c. First though, let me give you this from  

Belle Lewter West’s book: 
 
Michael U II, in Surry County, VA, seems 
to have been the youngest son of Michael 
and Frances Upchurch. He was first  
mentioned in records as a tithable at Lawne’s 
Creek Parish Church by his mother, Frances, 
on the 12th of Jun 1683, indicating that he 
had just reached the age of sixteen…. 
 
So we’ve all used that information about 
Michael II as nothing else had ever 
surfaced to make us think differently. Ms. 
West’s findings suggested that Michael II 
was born about 1667. 
 

x. This is absolutely fascinating, and you could 
be onto something significant. It will  
need to be thought out, but Michael II would’ve 
been really young, still I notice that John  
apparently had a daughter, Elizabeth, b. 25 Dec 
1701 – which (usually) would mean having been 
born 1670 – 75, and there were at least two boys, 
John Jr and James, for whom I do not have a  
birthdate.  If they were before Elizabeth, then 
John’s marriage might have been a littler earlier 
(or not). In any event, this would imply that  
Michael II would need to have been born not much later than c. 1650. 
 

15) From Book, The Upchurch Family of High Falls, NC (Moore County, NC) p 56 

 

In C, Mae shows that West thought 
Michael II, b abt 1667 – Roy’s 
response in given in X. 

[RPU Comments: I will agree that 
the dates for the first 4 generations 
need to be revisited and any new 
data analyzed with change in 
partage if needed. However, d do 
agree with Roy that even if 
Michael II was born 1662, he 
would have been only about 16 
when John I was born in 1776 – 
hence not likely father and son.   

Note: Mae is writing a book on 
Michael U I, in late Mar 2010.] 
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I. Michael U  
a. Richard U b. 1658 

i. James U I (XID 151) b. 1685 
md. Elizabeth Green 

1. Richard U II (XID 152) 
md. Sarah Williams 

 
 

 
16) From Upchurch Family of England, Virginia, and North Carolina by Belle Lewter West 

1972, p. 5 

 

 

 

Note: This is first time these two 
females have appeared. Need 
evidence for which this listing is 
made. 
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17) Input in letter 7 Sep 2007 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU, regarding land in Brunswick 
Co. VA held by Upchurches in 1700s. 
James Upchurch, I owned land on the south side of Rattlesnake Creek (thru Brunswick 
Count form NC state line) (later thought to be in Greensville County (p. 1780 – 81) at 
extreme SW corner of Brunswick County. 
 
Commentary by RPU (18 Sep 2007) 
My records do include a James U I (XID 151) b 1685 (VA) d 1765 (Brunswick County, 
VA) Note that the record above mentions the date 1780/81 at which time James U I had 
been deceased 15+ years. Still, the reference be to him. Alternatively, there were two 
other Upchurches by the name of James who were in Brunswick County, VA in 1750 – 
1800 era. They were: 
  James U III d 1784 (Brunswick Co. VA) XID 155 
  James U II d 1783 (Brunswick Co. VA) XID 154 
 

18) See letter 11 May 1998, Margaret Louise Harris to RPU 

 James U I, b. 1685 (Surry County, VA) d. 27 May 1765 (Brunswick Co. VA) md. 
 Elizabeth _________ b 1689 (VA) [Note: no source of these details given – RPU] 

19) From Mayfred Upchurch, the Will of James Upchurch I (XID 151), grandson of Michael 
I, Brunswick Co. VA – James U I d. 1765 

 In the name of God amen, the Day of ….anno Domini, I James Upchurch of the County 
of Brunswick, being sick, and weak of body, but of perfect memory of mind, thanks be given 
unto almighty God therefore and called to remembrance the uncertain estate this transitory life 
and that all flesh must yield unto death when it shall please God to call do make and declare this 
my last will and testament in manner and form following. 

 First, being penitent and sorry for all my sins, most humbly desiring forgiveness for the 
same, I command my soul to almighty God, my Savior and Redeemer in whom and by whose 
merits I trust and believe assuredly to be saved and to have full remission and forgiveness of all 
my sins and to inherit kingdom of heaven and my body, I command to earth to be efficiently 
bound at the discretion of my executors hereafter named by beloved wife, Elizabeth and for the 
selling my temporal estate and such goods and chattels and hath pleased God to bestow upon me, 
I order given and dispose of the same in manner and for following, that is to say given to Myal 
Upchurch his younger son two hundred acres of land and plantation lying between Thomas 
Bracy’s line and Benjamin Moseley’s line leaving the rest of his estate to his wife Elizabeth 
Upchurch 

 And lastly I hereby make and appoint my loving beloved wife, Elizabeth juene.ors?: full 
and sole executor of this my last will and testament, hereby revoking disannulling and making 
void all forms wills and Requests by me made and declaring this only to be my last Will and 
Testament.  



12 
 

 
 

Signed Sealed and delivered.                               James Upchurch, his seal (LS) 

In presence of us                                                  at a court held for Brunswick County, the 

Absalom Ledbetter                                              27th day of May 1765. 

Benj’m Mosley         This Will was presented in Court by 

Isaac Moseley          Elizabeth Upchurch, the executor therein named, 

and was proved by the Oath of Absalom Ledbetter, Benj’n Mosley and Isaac Mosley, the 
witnesses there to and ordered to record and on the motion of the said Extrix who made oath 
thereto certificate is granted her for obtaining a probate thereof in due form she having with 
Benjamin Mosely his security entered int and acknowledged bond in the penalty of two hundred 
ponds with condition according to Law. 

      Test  

       N. Edwards 

 

James Upchurch’s appraisement 

 July the 19th day 1765 – The estate of James Upchurch, deceased, appraised by us, 
Valentine White, Thomas Mosely, and Thomas Parham to twenty one pound ten pence current 
money – returned into Brunswick County Court, the 22nd day of Jul 1765 and ordered to be 
recorded.  

      Test 

       N. Edwards 

Names: 

Myal U = Michael U III (XID 159) 

Thomas Braupe (Bracyer) (Bracy’s) 

Benjamin Mosely (Mosley) (Mosely) (Mosly) 

Elizabeth U (Elizabeth Green??) 

Absalom Ledbetter 

Isaac Moseley (Mosley) (Mosely) (Mosly) 

N. Edwards 
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Will of James Upchurch I, of Brunswick County, VA proved 27 May 1765 

A. Richard I 
a. James U (XID 151) b. 1685 VA, d 1765 Brunswick Co. 

VA 

Will Book 3 Page 425 – 6 
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Questions about Will of James U I, XID 151 

1. First sentence, date omitted 
2. After Anno Dom? 
3. Oficienty?? 
4. Given to Myal U, his younger son 
5. 200 acres of land 
6. Spelling of Braupi 
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7. Green ? – Juene.oro?? [Governor?] 
8. Spelling of Mosely 
9. Relationship of people involved 

Note – RPU 23 Jan 2009 

 There are tentatively three version of the will – including one that RPU transcribed. To 
follow comparison from version to version, I have labeled the three version A, B, C with 
numbers to indicate comparable positions for each. 

 Note that versions A and B terminate at A4 and Br – but version C continues with pass 
C5 – C6. This passabe dated 19 Jul 1765 is a date of the appraisal of the estate of James U I, he 
presumably having died. This passabe C5 – C6 is inhabited by a 4th segment D5 – D6. 

D5  

 D6  

Not a part of will of James U, I - RPU 
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