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James Courtney Upchurch   XID – 1117 

 

Commentary: James Courtney Upchurch was born about 1838 in Dallas County, Alabama 

shortly after his father hand moved there from Chatham County, NC. James as the son of 

Courtney Upchurch and the grandson of Moses Upchurch, head of Upchurch clan # 1.  As an 

adult, James was found in Texas where he served this Civil War.  He died in 1878 in McLennon 

County, TX.  After a long search James Courtney Upchurch emerged as the father of James 

Toney. James Toney would go on to become a prominent minister in Texas.  (You can see the 

Biofile of James Toney for a very rich story).  Our effort to learn about Toney and his father 

brought me in contact with his descendants who provided important details one the Moses 

Upchurch/Courtney sub-clan.  The resulting Biofiles include many details and many leads which 

deserve more attention.  This Biofile on James Courtney adds much tour knowledge about the 

Moses Upchurch clan.  

 

       RPU – 24 Oct 2018 

 

Acknowledgements:  This Biofile was transcribed by Carla Michaels, volunteer coordinator at 

our UAFA facility in Cary, NC. 

 

(1) Per letter 26 Apr 1975 from Mrs Mike Lomas to RPU 

James Courtney Upchurch was son of Courtney Upchurch (born circa 1794, died < 1850) and 

wife Cynthia Richardson (married 21 Apr 1814 – Chatham Co, NC). Courtney moved to Dallas 

Co, LA between 1834 & 1836. 

 

(2) See 22 Mar 1980 letter Genevieve Little to RPU 

Children of Courtney Upchurch were: 

Burnett Upchurch   

Cynthis Upchurch 

Delinsa Upchurch   

Moses Upchurch 

Sion Upchurch 

Upchurch1 

Note: This is as Mrs Little wrote the name. From rest of her handwriting looks as though it could 

be SARVER – From my records this comes closest to fitting James Courtney Upchurch – 

RPU] 

 

[1Later this turns out to be Lawrence Upchurch – RPU] 
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(3) See 1860 Census – Walker Co, TX 

Calvin B. Upchurch  29 M Farmer  born NC Head of House  

[Calvin Burnett Upchurch] 

Cynthia Upchurch 65 F   born NC 

[Cynthia Richardson] 

James C Upchurch 21 M Laborer born AL 

[James Courtney Upchurch] 

Delenea Couroy 26 F   born NC 

[Delenia Upchurch] 

Frances E Couroy 5 F   born TX 

John Couroy  3 M   born TX 

 

(4) See 1870 Census – McLennan Co, TX [Note item 13 – Extract shows Nancy = age 22 

(should be 28 – RPU] 

James Upchurch 31  Farmer  born AL  

[James Courtney Upchurch] 

Nancy Upchurch 28    born AL 

Cynthia Upchurch     born TX 

 

(5) From letter 13 Nov 1981 Mayfred Upchurch to RPU 

There was a James C Upchurch CSA 3 Company I, 13th Texas Volunteers – Pvt – Pvt [Note: 

This could be JCU – RPU] 

 

(6) From RPU/SSU Family Sojourn to Texas – 4 – 17 Apr 1996 

On 9 Apr 1996 searched the Public Library in Waco, TX for Upchurch information – especially 

for evidence relating to James T. Upchurch who was born Oct 1870 in Bosqueville, McLennan 

Co, TX. Found: 

 1870 Census – McLennan Co, TX – Family 664 Sheet N 

  James Upchurch  31 M W 

  Nancy Upchurch 28 F W 

These are the only Upchurches in the county in 1870 and are prime prospects to be the parents of 

James T. Upchurch born Oct 1870. 

 Marriage Records – McLennan Co, TX 

 Vol I 1850 – 1870 – No Upchurches 

 Vol II 1871 – 1892 – Davis H. Ellis married 28 Jul 1878 Nancy Ann Upchurch. Official  

  W. R. D. Stockton 

 Vol III 1892 – 1901 

  Miss Annie M. Upchurch married 2 Sep 1897 J. D. Patillo – Official = C. V.  

  Bailen 

  Miss Ida Upchurch married 17 Oct 1900 Dudley Gammon Official = J. W. Cocke, 

  PP 
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(7) See letter 2 Jun 1996 William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

 Bill is aware of the wife of James Courtney Upchurch who is his great grandmother 

She was Nancy Ann (--) Upchurch. He reports she was born Nov 1847 (AL) died Arlington, TX 

married 2nd 28 Jul 1878 (Waco, McLennan Co, TX) David H. Ellis born 1820 (Maine) died 

Arlington TX. 

 

(8) See letter 22 Jun 1996 William Lee Pattillos to RPU. 

 James Courtney Upchurch married Nancy Ann ---. She subsequently married David H. 

Ellis. “I have a picture of Nancy and of David H. Ellis.” 

 

(9) See letter 29 Jul 1996 William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

 Bill was unable to answer many questions about James Courtney Upchurch but reports 

his wife Nancy Ann --- was born Nov 18-2 and probably died in Arlington, TX or Dallas, TX. 

She married 2nd David H. Ellis by whom she had no issue. In 1900 Nancy Ann (---) (Upchurch) 

Ellis is shown as having had 6 children of whom only 2 were alive in 1900. Hence James 

Courtney Upchurch has six children. 

 

(10) See letter 22 Nov 1995 Charles John Peterson, Jr. to RPU 

 James Courtney Upchurch was born 1839 as figured from census records; 1850 – born 

1838; 1860 – born 1839; 1870 – born 1839 

 

(11) See letter 1 Sep 1996 William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

There are a couple of things that are still bothering me about our connection to the James 

Courtney Upchurch branch of the family. The 1870 Census for McLennan Co., Texas shows a 

James Upchurch, 31, Farmer, a Nancy Upchurch, 28, wife, and a Cynthia Upchurch, 3, child. 

Where is Annie Upchurch, who would have been the same age, but is not listed with this family. 

Are Annie M and Cynthia the same or is this a mistake??? From other census records, the 1880 

Listing of Upchurch’s in Texas does not not list an Annie, Cynthia, Nancy, or James T. or C. 

Upchurch. When I searched the 1880 Texas US Census Soundex Records, I did not have much 

luck either. I am enclosing a copy of my search results. The 1900 McLennan Co. Texas Census 

shows that Nancy was the mother of 6 children and only 2 were living. I wonder what happened 

to the other four, when and where. If Nancy was married three times and had six children, I 

wonder if they were all Upchurchs. 

 

(12) Service of James Courtney Upchurch in the Civil War 

 The following pages 4 – 16 presumably all concern the service of James Courtney 

Upchurch in the Civil War. They were received 23 May 1996 from the Confederate Research 

Center in Hillsboro, TX at a cost of $15.00 [21 Increments of Info] 
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(13) From letter 1 Oct 1996 William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

There is not much new to report at this time. I went to the LDS family History Center here this 

week and searched the microfilm of the 1870 US Census records for McLennan County, Texas. 

Finally, listed as living West of the Brazos River, I found the record of James Upchurch (age 

31), Nancy (age 22), and CYNTHIA (age 3). This would be the same age as Annie, who was 

born in 1867. I am having a lot of doubts as to whether this is our family. Later census records 

show that our Nancy was married 3 times and had had 6 children. If she married David Ellis on 

28 Jul, 1878, did Nancy marry someone before James Upchurch or after his death or separation, 

and before she married David H. Ellis? When and where did she have the other 5 children before 

she married David H. Ellis, because they had no children? That would mean that she had to have 

5 children between 1870 and 1876. I guess that would be possible. Maybe, James C. Upchurch 

and four of his young children died from some a serious epidemic or something. Things like that 

happened in those days. Maybe Cynthia and Annie are the same person. Texas Cemetery records 

could be a big help. From the Internet, I found a listing of an Upchurch Cemetery in Williamson 

County, Texas, and one in Arkansas in Conway County. 

 

In this same letter Bill Pattillos reports finding 3 Upchurch marriages in Walker Co, TX: 

Delinza Upchurch married 21 Dec 1854 Joseph Conroy 

James C. Upchurch married 25 Dec 1865 Mrs. Nancy Simpson 

S. Upchurch married 15 Nov 1870 Mary B. Thompson 

(From this it appears James Courtney Upchurch married a widow Nancy Ann (-) Simpson – 

RPU) 

 

(14) See letter William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

James Courtney Upchurch died 1874 (TX) married 25 Dec 1865 (Walker Co, TX) Nancy Ann 

(-) Simpson 

 

(15) See Biofile of Dorothy (Upchurch) Betts – Entry 27 Mar 1997 

James Courtney Upchurch married Nancy Ann (Hickson) Simpson, widow of John Simpson 

who was killed in the Civil War. James Courtney Upchurch is presumed to have had only two 

children which leaves out the elusive Cynthia Upchurch. Nancy is presumed to have had children 

only by her 2nd husband James Courtney Upchurch and none by 1st and 3rd husbands. James 

Courtney Upchurch died when his son James Toney Upchurch was only 3 years old. However 

Dorothy (Upchurch) Betts [a granddaughter of James Toney Upchurch] clearly reports that 

James Courtney Upchurch was the father of James Toney Upchurch. 

 

(16) See letter 7 Jun 1997 William Lee Pattillos to RPU 

James Courtney Upchurch born 1839 (Dallas Co, AL) died 1874 (TX) married 25 Dec 1865 

(Walker Co, TX) Nancy Ann (Hickson) Simpson born 26 Nov 1840 (Louden Co, AL) died 5 

Dec 1924 (Arlington, TX) 

  

 

   



(17) Book: The Upchurch Family of High Falls, NC (Moore Co) 

I. Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan 

 A. Courtney Upchurch – 4 of his children listed below as “7” 

 

7 Lawrence Upchurch born: 1826 in Chatham County, North Carolina died: 1866 

+ Mary Lawrence married: 1849 in AL, USA 

 8 David Lawrence Upchurch born: 10 May 1851 in Mississippi died: 1926 in Mississippi 

 + Elvira Elizabeth Beville born: 02 Mar 1859 in MS, USA married: 06 Feb 1883 in 

 Warren, MS, USA died: 15 Apr 1940 

  9 Somer Sylvester Upchurch born: 25 Sep 1895 in MS, USA died: 23 Jun 1965 in 

  MS, USA 

  9 Robert Henry Upchurch born: 08 Jun 1892 in Oktibbeha, MS, USA died: 21  

  Dec 1968 in Louisville, Winston, MS, USA 

  9 Minnie Augustas Upchurch born: May 1884 in MS, USA died: 1876 

  9 Frances Octavia Upchurch born: Aug 1889 in MS, USA died: 1916 

  9 Charles Upchurch born: 1883 

  9 Male Upchurch born: 1883 

 8 Francis A Upchurch born:1849 in Dallas, Alabama 

 8 Gussie Upchurch born: 1849 

 8 Frances Tavi Upchurch born: 1948 

7 Calvin Burnett Upchurch born: 1825 in Chatham County, North Carolina died: Bef. 1900 in 

Walker, Texas 

7 Delinea Delinza Delinthy Upchurch born: 1832 in Chatham County, North Carolina died: Bef. 

1880 in Walker, Texas 

+ Joseph Conroy married: 21 Dec 1854 in Walker, TX, USA died: Bef. 1860 in Walker, Texas 

 8 Frances E Conroy born: 1855 in Walker, Texas 

 + Casady 

 8 John Conroy born: 1857 in TX, USA 

7 James Courtney Upchurch born: 1838 in Dallas, Alabama died: 28 Jul 1878 in McClennan 

Cty, Texas 

+ Nancy Ann Hickson born: 26 Nov 1842 in Limestone, AL, USA married: 25 Dec 1865 in 

Walker, TX, USA died: 05 Dec 1924 in Arlington, Tarrant, TX, USA 

 8 Annie M Upchurch born: Jun 1867 in Waco, TX, USA died: 1917 in Arlington, TX, 

 USA 

 8 James T Upchurch born: 29 Oct 1870 in Bosqueville, Mclennan, TX, USA died: 12 Sep 

 1950 in Dallas, Dallas, TX, USA 

 

(18) Notes of RPU review of information collected in Oct 2001 in Waco, TX by Bill and Mary 

Pattillos – in chronological order. 18 Oct 2001 

1. 1874 – Nancy [Mrs. Nany Ann (Hickson) (Simpson) Upchurch] 

 - buys 50 acres in McLennan Co, TX. Note that her husband James Courtney Upchurch died 

in 1874 so she seems to be buying as a widow. Perhaps she came into some money as a result of 



his death. One wonders what ever happened to the 50 acres. Cynthia A. M. Upchurch would 

have been age 7 in 1874 and James T. Upchurch age 4. 

 

2. 1876 – Cynthia A. M. Upchurch comes under the Guardianship of Mr and Mrs Byron 

McKeen. Nancy gives her permission in writing and is said not to live in McLennan Co, TX 

(????). One could guess that Byron was paid by the state to take care of Cynthia or that he 

wanted her available as a house servant – one wonders how the relationship played out. 

 

3. 1878 – Nancy, a widow, married David Hathaway Ellis in Waco, McLennan Co, TX. Ages 36 

& 58. 

 

4. 1884 – David H. Ellis buys Lot #11 Chanberlain addition – North 7th St in Waco, TX. 

 

5. 1897 – Cynthia A. M. Upchurch in 1896 – 1897 Waco TX Directory as Miss Annie Upchurch 

– Canvasser – 1325 N. Seventh St 

 

6. 1897 – Cynthia A. M. Upchurch as Annie M. Upchurch marries John Doak Pattillos in 

McLennan Co, TX. 

 

7. 1897 – James Toney Upchurch in 1896 – 1897 Waco, TX Directory as “BKPR” at 1303 N. 7th 

Street. 

 

8. 1897 City of Waco, TX takes Lot 14 from James Toney Upchurch re unpaid taxes 

 

9. James Toney Upchurch reclaims his lot. 

 

(19) Essence and disposition of items acquired by William Lee Pattillos in Waco, TX in Oct 

2001 

#1 Byron McKeen on 14 Jan 1876 filed in McLennan Co, TX an application of guardianship for 

Cynthia Annie Minerva Upchurch. Follow-on legal papers attached all placed in Biofile of 

Cynthia Annie Minerva Upchurch. This resolves the earlier question about Cynthia Upchurch 

and Annie Upchurch being separate people. Byron McKeen was referred to as “sleeper”. This 

means he was Mayor.  

Paper (#2) shows him as Mayor Pro-tem of Waco, TX 20 Jun 1878 – 20 Jul 1878 put in his 

Biofile. One attachment to #1 reports Nancy Ann Hickson as not being in McLennan Co, TX. In 

another dated Dec 1875 Nancy Ann Hickson gives written consent to the guardianship. 

#3 City of Waco, TX on 7 Apr 1897 took over a lot in Waco, TX owned by James Toney 

Upchurch for unpaid 1896 taxes. On 27 Oct 1899 JTU paid $16.69 in taxes/fees and reclaimed 

the lot. Item placed in Biofile of James Toney Upchurch. 

#4 My record for Nancy Ann Hickson and David H Ellis placed in their Biofiles. 

#5 My record for Cynthia Annie M. Upchurch and John Doak Pattillos in their Biofiles. 

#6 Nancy Ann Hickson on 24 Feb 1874 buys 50A in McLennan Co, TX – Item placed in her 

Biofile. 



#7 David H. Ellis on 11 Oct 1884 bought a lot in Waco/ Placed in his Biofile 

#8 Directory for Waco, TX 1896 – 1897 – 2 Upchurches Miss Annie Upchurch, Canvasser home 

1325 N 7th; James T. Upchurch, bkpr Charles F. Smith r 1303 N. 7th. 

 

I. Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan 

 A. Courtney Upchurch 

  1. James Courtney Upchurch  

  Married ( ) Nancy Ann (Hickson) Simpson [She married (3rd) David. H Ellis] 

   a. Cynthia Annie Minerva Upchurch 

   b. James Toney Upchurch 

*Note that none of these references cite James Courtney Upchurch who is recorded as 

deceased in 1874. 

 

(20) Upchurch/Hickson connections based on information in 19 Mar 1998 letter Dorthy Nellie 

Upchurch to RPU – originally prepared by Allie Mae Upchurch and her daughter Lois Wiese 

 

I. William H Hickson born 1813 (SC) (Farmer) 

Married (SC) Harriet Cole born 1812 (SC) (Blind). This family moved from AL to TX in 1849 

 A. Eliza Hickson born 1833 (AL) 

 B. John Hickson born 1835 (AL) 

 C. William Hickson born 1836 (AL) 

 D. Martha Hickson born 1838 (AL) 

 E. Nancy Ann Hickson born 26 Nov 1840 (Loundes Co, AL) died 4 Aug 1924  

 (Arlington, Tarrant Co, TX) (Buried – Arlington, Tarrant Co, TX) 

 Married (1st) 1859 ( ) John Simpson. He was soon killed in Civil War – [were there 

 children? – RPU] 

 Married (2nd) ( ) James Courtney Upchurch 

  1. James Toney Upchurch 

  Married Margaret Me Adams 

   a. Allie Mae Upchurch 

    i. Lois Wiese 

 F. Pinkney Hickson born 1843 (AL) 

 G. Thomas Hickson born 1846 (AL) 

 H. Mary Hickson born 1848 (AL) 

 I. Larkin Hickson born after 1850 (TX) 

 J. Cary Hickson born after 1850 (TX) 

 

I. James Adams born 1831 (Ireland) came to America as a stow-away at age 17. Died 22 Feb 

1905 (TX) (Buried as 1st wife)  

Married (1st) Margaret --- ---, a young war widow who had a daughter Nancy 

Married (2nd) (Waco, TX) --- --- ---. No issue of this 2nd marriage which was an unhappy one. 

James and 1st wife lived in Jackson, TN where all their children were born. They moved to 

Waco, TX in 1878. 



JIMMIE 

James Tony Upchurch was born in an humble little farmhouse 
on the Bosque River on October 29, 1870. The nearest post 
office was Bosqueville, but a few miles further down the river 
was the village of Waco, with some six or seven thousand 
inhabitants. 

His mother's parents, Harriet Cole and William Hickson, 
were married in South Carolina. They later moved to Lowndes 
County, Alabama where Nancy Hickson was born, on November 26, 
1840, the fourth of ten children. Harriet and William Hickson 
moved their family to Waco in 1849. At the age of nineteen 
Nancy married John Simpson. After a few months he joined the 
Confederate Army and was killed without seeing her again. Some 
years later she married James Courtney Upchurch i' whose family 
had come to America from England. They had two children, Annie 
Mae and James Tony. When James Tony Upchurch was three years 
old his fathertdied. After five years of being a widow, Nancy 
Upchurch married David Hathaway Ellis but was later widowed 
again. She died August 4, 1924 and was buried in Arlington, 
Texas. 

After their father died, Annie lived with relatives and 
Jimmie lived with his mother in Waco. 

 A. Nancy --- --- “Aunt Puss” [stepdaughter of James Adams] died age 90+ Dallas, TX 
 Married ( ) --- --- Goodrich and had son Robert Goodrich, MOG 
 B. Vina Adams [vs. Mary Adams? – RPU] 
 C. John Adams 
 D. Mollie Adams 
 E. Dee Adams 
 F. Baxter Adams 
 Married ( ) Lulu --- ---, a Waco, TX girl – groceriers 
  1. Margaret Adams – never married 
 G. Margaret Mae Adams “Maggie” 
 Married ( ) James Toney Upchurch 
 

(21) From: Berachah – The Life and Work of J.T. and Maggie Upchurch by Dorothy Upchurch 
Betts 7 Apr 1993 
 

  

I. William Hickson md Harriet Cole [Harriett Upchurch? – RPU] 
a. Nancy Hickson 

Md (1st) John Simpson 
Md (2nd) James Courtney Upchurch 

1.  Annie Mae U 
2. James Toney U “Jimmie” “Toney” 

Md (3rd) David Hathaway Ellis 


