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Commentary: Hanson Upchurch was born in 1814, probably in Chatham County, NC.  His 

death occurred in 1890 in Johnston County, NC.  He is the presumptive son of Gilliam and 

therefore the grandson of Moses Upchurch, head of Upchurch Clan, # 1. Vicki Barefoot, a 

descendant of Hanson, has long sought conclusive proof that he was the son of Gilliam.  While 

absolute certainty may be lacking, the circumstantial evidence is now leaving little doubt.   

 

The late Virginia Mae Upchurch had been a valuable source of records for Hanson.  Further 

study will emerge while using the optional spellings of Hanson and Hansel. 

 

The story of Gilliam and Hanson’s migration from Chatham County, NC to the Eagle Rock 

community of eastern Wake County, is a rich segment of the heritage of the family that begs 

further study. 

 

Placing the Biofile on the record sets the stage for other related and revealing Biofiles to be 

treated likewise.  This should lead to an extensive active family tree on Ancestry.com for the 

Moses Upchurch family, which will fully embrace Gilliam and Hanson/Hansel. The wells of 

family history run deep. 

 

       RPU – 12 Feb 2018 

 

Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by collaborator Vicki Barefoot of Raleigh, 

North Carolina. 

 

1.  1830 Census for NC lists no Hanson Upchurch. 

 1840 Census for NC lists 1 Hanson Upchurch.  He is in Wake Co. 

 

[Note:  RPU copy of 1840 Census from microfilm shows a Harmon U of Wake Co. but 

no Hanson U.  The Petty computer summary shows a Hanson U of Wake but no Harmon 

U for Wake Co. 1840—so far neither name has been linked to an Upchurch relative—

RPU.] 

 

2. See Wake Co., NC 1840 Census extracted by Ervin U (rec’d by RPU 6 December 1980).  

Ervin copied the above name as “Hanson” not as “Harmon”—conclude Hanson 

Upchurch must be right—RPU 
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3.  1840 Census—Wake Co., NC extracted by RPU and now listed as Hanson Upchurch 

shows: 

                       Age 20-30 – male – 1  -- [Hanson Upchurch] 

                       Age 20-30 – female – 1 – [Wife] 

                       Age < 5 – Male -- 1-- [Son died before 1850?] 

                       Age < 5 – Female –1—[Mary Ann Upchurch] 

             (Note 1 adult in agriculture; 1 adult cannot read or write.) 

 

4.  1850 Census—Johnston County, NC     716/716 

                       Hanson Upchurch age 35 male overseer 

                       Nancy Upchurch age 35 female [Nee Nancy Watson] 

                       Mary Upchurch  age 12  female [Mary Ann Upchurch] 

                       John Upchurch age 4 male [John Worth Upchurch] 

                       Narcissa Upchurch age 7/12 female 

                            

5.  See Virginia Mae Upchurch for RPU Notes 1 March 1985.   She copied from an old 

Bible. 

                       Hanson Upchurch born 25 May 1814 – died 3 September 1890 

                       Nancy Upchurch born 6 November 1812 – died 15 July 1879 [Nancy Watson] 

                       Pallie A. Upchurch born 7 February 1840 – died 2 January 1891 

                       Narsey Upchurch born 11 April 1850 – died 18 December 1865 [Narcissa                    

                       Upchurch] 

                       Frances Upchurch  born 14 September 1861 

 

6.  See 1880 Census—Johnston County, NC [Bentonsville] 

         160/17    Hanson Upchurch   W M  66 born NC 

                         Nancy Upchurch               66 born NC 

 

        No other whites are listed in the home.  Three black boys are listed: 

(1)  Charles Flowers   15  born NC 

(2)  Patrick Flowers    12  born NC 

(3)  Burnett Flowers   10   born NC 
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7.  See letter 19 July 1988 Vicki Barefoot to RPU 

             “I am concerned about Hanson U, who appears to have been born in either 

              Chatham or Wake Co, sometime around 1814.  He eventually settled in Johnston    

              Co.  His wife was Nancy Watson.  I have been unable to determine who his    

              parents were, and wonder if you might have this information.  Hanson Upchurch  

              was my great-great grandfather.” 

 

8.  See letter 14 January 1989 Vicki Barefoot to RPU 

Regarding Hanson Upchurch: 

          Chatham Co. NC court minutes February 1833 “Hansel” [Hanson Upchurch]  

               and Sims Upchurch to work on road to Wake Co., NC line 

      

          Wake Co, NC Tax Lists 

               1836 – Marks Creek Twp – as “Hansel” 

               1837 – Marks Creek Twp – as “Ransom” 

               1838 – Marks Creek Twp – as “Hanson” + Syney U (Sydney?) 

                                                                                       [Sidney U – RPU] 

              1840 – St. Matthews Dist 

              1841 – St. Matthews Dist 

 

 

1880 Mortality schedule shows Hanson’s wife Nancy U and that she had lived in 

Johnston Co., NC for 34 yrs.—Hence Hanson Upchurch and family moved from 

 Wake Co., NC to Johnston Co., NC ca 1845. 

 

 

9.  See letter 6 January 1990 Vicki Marie Barefoot to RPU 

   With this information, the children of Hanson Upchurch seem fairly well accounted 

for with the exception of a son who may have died at an early age.  I did find court 

records in which Hanson Upchurch was named guardian for the Flowers boys.  I need to 

study these records some more. 

 

10.  See letter 5 May 1990 Vicki Marie Barefoot to RPU 

       Hanson Upchurch married Nancy Watson who had a brother Henry Watson who had       

       a daughter Tabitha Watson who married Dallas H. Upchurch. 

 

 



- 
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- 

- 
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11.   See letter 30 July 1992 Paul Turner Upchurch to RPU 

 

                   1870 Census – Johnston County, NC 

                            Russell U 56 [Hanson Upchurch—RPU conclusion]  [VB-G consulted this   

                            census—name is listed as “Hansell” rather than “Russell”] 

                            Nancy U  57  [Nancy Watson] 

                            John U  22  [John Worth U] 

                            Fannie U  17  [Frances H. U] 

 

 

12.  See letter 13 March 1992 Wayne Thomas U to RPU 

 

                 He is a descendant of Hanson Upchurch. 

   I.    Hanson Upchurch  b 1814  d 3 September 1880 

A. John Worth Upchurch  b 1846 

B. Polly A. Upchurch 

C. Narsicy Upchurch  b 1850 [Narcissa Upchurch] 

D.  Frances Upchurch  [Frances H. Upchurch] 

E. Mary Upchurch  b 1838 [Mary Ann Upchurch] 

 

13.   Extract of Upchurches found in Wake County, NC Census and Tax Lists 1830 & 1840 

by Frances Holloway Wynne.  All entries except one unidentified fall under clans headed 

by 3 brothers as follows:  [14 Upchurches mentioned] 

I. (1)  Nathan Upchurch, I – Head of Clan—on 1830 Census and 1830 Tax List – 

        White Oak TSP 

(2)   A. Burtis Upchurch—on 1830 & 1840 Census & 1830 & 1840 Tax List –  

       White Oak  TSP 

                        (3)        1. Abel Upchurch – on 1840 Census & 1840 Tax List—Kitts Creek Dist 

                        (4)        2. William C. Upchurch on 1840 Census & 1840 Tax List—Raleigh, NC                 

                        (5)   B. Hubbard Upchurch—on 1830 & 1840 Census & 1830 & 1840 Tax List—  

                                     White Oak TSP 

                        (6)   C. Tabitha Upchurch – on 1830 Census & 1840 Tax List—White Oak TSP 

                        (7)           1. Golden Almon Upchurch, Sr. on 1840 Census & 1840 Tax List— 

                                           White Oak TSP 

                        (8)   D.  Gilbert Upchurch—on 1840 Census – not on 1830 or 1840 Tax List 
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II.        Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan – lived in Chatham Co., NC 

                               

                        (9)   A.  Whitney Upchurch – on 1830 & 1840 Census & 1830 & 1840 Tax List 

                                      White Oak, TSP 

                      (10)   B.  Gillium Upchurch – on 1840 Census – Not on 1830 or 1840 Tax List 

                      (11)               1.  Hanson Upchurch (Presumed son of Gillium Upchurch) on 1840 

                                            Census and on 1840 Tax List St. Matthew’s TSP 

 

III.        Richard Upchurch, III – Head of Clan – d 1817  lived in Franklin Co., NC 

A.   James Upchurch, VII  d about 1835 lived Franklin Co. 

(12)         1.  Kearney Upchurch  -- on 1840 Census & on Cross Roads Dist Tax  

                     List 

------------------------ 

(13) Richard Upchurch not on 1830 or 1840 Census; on 1840 Tax List White  

       Oak TSP – presumed Richard Dillard Upchurch, Sr. son of Whitney      

       Upchurch 

     

(14) William Upchurch, identity unknown, lists 493 A on 1840 Tax List in 

       Swift Creek TSP for Jane (Yates) Betts, widow of Barzilla Betts, Sr. 

------------------------ 

 

                                                       

 

 

                                                      

1840 Census, page 128 

 

 

1840 Tax List St. Matthews TSP  Hanson Upchurch   0 A  1 Pol  0 Slaves  65 cents  Pg. 280 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

14.  Re An Internet File Labeled, “UPCHURCH 1814” –RPU 1 December 2009 

M 1    1            

F 1    1            

 

UPCHURCH, Hanson 

0-5     15-20 
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My immediate speculation is that the label “Upchurch 1814” refers to Hanson Upchurch 

born 25 May 1814. 

 

I.  Moses Upchurch – Head of Clan 

A.  Gillium Upchurch 

1. Hanson Upchurch born 1814 

a. Frances H. Upchurch 

i. John W. Graham born 1884 

   Married ( ) Mary Lee Creech 

   

     

                       

This is the one case of 

a CREECH entering the 

Hanson Upchurch 

Family. 
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                                                                                                            Parents 

 

 Upchurch 1814       Owner:   Eretria8                                                 John Lassiter 

 

Laura F. Lassiter 

Birth:  14 Dec 1880 in North Carolina, United States 

Death:  18 Nov 1954 in Smithfield, Johnston, North Carolina           Bettie Hardee 

 

Marriage to Charlie Everette Creech 

Johnston County, North Carolina                                                    Show Siblings 

 

                 Birth                                                                           Spouse & Children 

1880    North Carolina, United States 

14 Dec 

                                                                                                  Charlie Everette Creech 

                                                                                                       1870-1937 

                   Residence 

  

1900          Creech, Johnston County 

Age:  20 

                                                                                                     Living Creech 

 

                   Residence 

1920           Smithfield, Johnston, North Carolina                       Living Creech 

 Age:  40 

 

                  Residence 

1930          Smithfield, Johnston, North Carolina                        Living Creech 

Age:  50 

 

1954          Death 

18 Nov      Smithfield, Johnston, North Carolina                        Living Creech 

Age:73 

 

                                                                                                     Living Creech 

 

                                                                                                     Living Creech 

 

                                                                                             Bettie F. Creech 

                                                                                             1909- 
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1880 Census     Johnston Co., NC—Smithfield 

Name                                     Born About                      Age 

John R. Creech  HD                 1834                                 46 

Everline Creech  WIF              1840                                 40 

Thomas D. Creech  SON         1859                                 21 

William S. Creech  SON         1860                                 20 

Albert S. Creech  SON            1862                                 18 

James R. Creech  SON            1864                                 16 

Nancy A. Creech  DAU           1865                                15 

Bethana Creech  DAU             1867                                13 

Eliza Creech  DAU                  1868                                12 

Charlie Creech  SON               1870                                10 

John Creech  SON                   1871                                  9 

Troy Creech  SON                   1873                                  7 

Rosetta Creech   DAU             1875                                  5 

Retta E. Creech  DAU             1879                                  9 M 

 

NOTE:  Have Death Certificate for LAURA F. LASSITER & CHARLIE EVERETTE CREECH 

I.  John R. Creech                                                I.   John Lassiter 

b  1834  md ( )                                                       b  Apr 1843 md ( ) 

Evelyn Olliver                                                       Bettie Hardee 

b 1840                                                                    b  Aug 1839 

A.  Charlie Everette Creech           md                A.  Laura F. Lassiter 

b  8 Jan 1870                                                   b  14 Dec 1880 

(Johnston Co., NC)                                         (NC) 

 

[See above for siblings]                             [See next page for siblings] 
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             1900 Census—Vance Co., NC—Henderson 

 

Name                                                md 34 yrs                          Age 

John Lassiter   HEAD                           Apr 1845                          55 

Bettie Lassiter  WIF (13, 11)                Aug 1839                         60 

Pernina Lassiter  DAU       S                 Nov 1867                         32          

Augustus Lassiter  SON    S                 Mar 1873                          27 

Pheala Lassiter  DAU        S                 Jun  1880                          19 

Johnie Lassiter  SON         S                 Jul 1883                            16 

Ella Lassiter  GD               S                 Apr 1890                           10 

Melvin Lassiter   GS          S                 Feb 1896                            4 

Laura F. Lassiter 

 

[NOTE:  Laura was born after the 1880 

              Census & md before the 1900 Census—RPU] 

 

 

1910 Census   Johnston Co., NC   “CREECH” 

 

Name                                 Born About                Age 

 

Charlie Creech HD                    1870                 40      married 10 years 

                        Laura F. Creech WIF [5,4]        1882                 28 

Edwin Creech  SON   (1)           1901                  9 

Johnnie Creech  SON (2)           1902                  8 

Chester Creech  SON (3)           1904                  6 

Bettie Creech  DAU  (4)            1908                  1 

Nellie Evans  SERVANT          1896                 14  [Checked Census to confirm 

                                                                                     status as servant—VB-G] 
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1930 Census  Johnston County, NC  Smithfield 

 

Name                                Born About                              Age 

Charlie E. Creech  HD             1869                                 61       md  31, 19 --0 

Laura F. Creech  WIF              1881                                 49 

Bettie F. Creech  DAU  (4)      1909                                 21 

Gladis L. Creech   DAU (5)     1912                                 18 

Loola Creech   DAU  (6)         1914                                 16 

Marshal H. Creech  SON  (7)  1916                                 14 

Noel C. Creech  SON     (8)     1918                                 12 

Katie Creech   DAU  (9)          1921                                   9 

Albert S. Creech  SON (10)     1923                                   7 

  

15.  Item in letter 7 Sep 2007 Margaret Louise Harris to RPU  

          NC CSA Soldiers and Sailors 

 

 

 

 

“31.  Upchurch, Hansel   Confederate       8th Regiment, North Carolina Senior Reserves” 

 

[Presume HANSON U—RPU  3 Nov 2017] 

 

 

 

16.  RPU Entry  3 Nov 2017 

A.  An entry from Mayfred Upchurch to RPU dated 13 Nov 1981 shows “CSA—HANSEL 

U  -- D Company 8 NC Senior Reserves   Sgt—Sgt” 

 

B.  I conclude that entries (15) and (16) are from the same source and that the “HANSEL” 

shown is an incorrect entry for HANSON U—RPU 


