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Cindy Hale 

A  special thank you to Jay Buck for his many 

thoughtful contributions to 

the newsletter. The  old 

newsprint in the Upchurches 

in the News article THE UP-

CHURCH FUNERAL is a 

little tough to read but I 

made it as large and legible 

as I could. 

100 FREE Genealogy Web-

sites is brought to you by 

Kenneth R Marks who found-

ed The Ancestor Hunt in 

2008. He is focused on help-

ing genealogy and family his-

tory researchers of all skill 

levels to achieve their goals, 

by providing links to free 

online genealogy collections, 

and search tips and tech-

niques, largely via easy-to-

understand Quick Reference 

Guides. 
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Upchurch & Allied Families on 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 35 videos featuring founder 

Phil Upchurch telling family stories, 

along with UAFA President, Dr. Tom 

Upchurch. These are available and 

FREE to all. 

https:// www.youtube.com  

After opening YouTube, enter 

ñUpchurch and Allied Familiesò 

into the search box.  This will 

open the UAFA channel and 

display the videos.  
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UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

UPCHURCH & ALLIED FAM-

ILIES LINKS 
 

UAFAðHome 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form 

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Biofiles/Office Manager                  
jay@alliedfamilies.org 

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com 

 

Brenda Carbon, Genetic Genealogy 
Project Manager Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library in 
Cary, NC ï Carla Michaels 
cjm400@gmail.com 

 

Family Trees In Ancestry.com: 

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch 

Family Trees (Upchurch Clans) ð

Contact Linda Upchurch Sparks                   

lusparks@eplus.net          

 

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees 

(Families closely associated with Up-

churches) - Contact Dr. Steve Terry  

sdterry@ncsu.edu  
Access to Upchurch Office and Library in 

Cary, NC ï Carla Michaels ï 
cjm400@gmail.com 

 
UAFA Cary Office - Allied Families 

Upchurch & Allied Families 

on Facebook 

A RESOURCE FOR LINKING, PRESERVING, AND SUPPORTING FAMILY HISTORY 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uafa-cary-office.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
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Unchurches in the News  

 

THE UPCHURCH FUNERAL 

 
Continued on page 4 
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THE UPCHURCH FUNERAL 

 

Continued from page 3 

 
Jay Buck 

Upchurch and Allied Families Association 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 
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S tep back into the 1940s, where small-town life moved at the 

pace of footsteps and friendly greet-

ings. The general store wasnôt just 

where you bought flour or ribbonð

it was where life happened. 

Behind the worn wooden counters 

stood folks who knew your name, 

your favorite penny candy, and 

what your dad did for work. Kids 

pressed their noses to glass jars 

filled with lemon drops and licorice 

whips, while neighbors caught up 

between bags of sugar and bolts of 

cloth. The floor creaked under sto-

ries told, advice given, and laughter 

shared. 

Handwritten signs hung over bar-

rels of dry goods. A community 

board pinned with church picnics, 

lost dogs, and schoolhouse plays 

fluttered in the breeze from a 

screen door. News spread hereð

births, weddings, and losses. So did 

warmth. 

In those moments, the general 

store was more than just a place to 

shop. It was the townôs beating 

heartða gathering space, a lifeline, 

a living memory. A reminder that 

before screens and speed, there was 

connection. One smile, one shelf, 

one story at a time. 

 

~Lovely USA 

 

Step Back Into the 1940ùs 
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Unchurches in the News  

I  
 

'm sure we've featured John Jordan 

Upchurch before, but I have found 

two different local (St. Louis) stories 

about the funerals of John Jordan and 

his wife Angelina Green Upchurch that 

may be of interest to our readers. 

 

UAFA Founder Phil Upchurch has stated 

that John Jordan Upchurch (1820 - 

1887) was arguably the most famous of 

all American Unchurches. He was one of 

the founders of the Ancient Order of 

Workmen, the world's first fraternal ben-

efit society. His admirers and followers 

referred him as "Father Upchurch"  The 

funerals for John Jordan Upchurch in 

1887, and for his wife Angeline in 1896, 

were covered in newspapers across the 

country. The procession for John's funer-

al, held in St. Louis, MO, was especially 

well-represented by various lodges from 

across the United States.  

 

John Jordan Upchurch was a son of Am-

brose Upchurch and the grandson of 

John Upchurch IV, head of Upchurch 

Clan # 12. 

 

Jay Buck 

Upchurch and Allied Families Assoc. 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 

Part I 
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S 
 

ome stories seem too 

strange to believe.  It ap-

pears that there was a relationship 

between an Upchurch family 

member and a notorious figure 

from World War II.  Some time 

after 1920, Emmett Letcher Up-

church married widower Bessie 

Ann Richard Hess.  As can be read 

from the caption in the photo Bes-

sie was the sister-in-law, through 

her first marriage, to Deputy 

Fuehrer Rudolf Hess of Nazi-era 

Germany. Bessie Richard had 

been born in Bluff City, Tennessee 

and how she ended up marrying 

the brother of the future Deputy 

Fuehrer is not easily discernable 

through research on Ancestry. 

Clearly this is a subject for future 

consideration. But her husband, 

Emmitt Letcher Upchurch (1888 - 

1961), was a descendant of John 

Upchurch III, head of Upchurch 

Clan #14.  By marrying Bessie, 

Emmett became a step-father to 

her five children.  In addition, Em-

mitt was also a veteran of World 

War I having served as a Sergeant 

of Company A, 150th Infantry.  

 

Jay Buck 

Upchurch and Allied Families Association 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 

Part II 




