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INSIDE THIS ISSUE

A RESOURCE FOR LINKING, PRESERVING, AND SUPPORTING FAMILY HISTORY 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT  

Cindy Hale 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

Upchurch and Allied Families 

are saddened by the passing of 

Sallaine Sledge Upchurch on 

January 11th. She passed just 

days after reaching the age of 

99. Sallaine was married to 

UAFA Founder, Phil Upchurch 

for 71 years.  She was a source 

of strength and stability for Phil 

during their long marriage, and 

supported Phil in his profession, 

career in agriculture and his 

passion for genealogy.   

A more detailed obituary will 

follow.  We will include that in 

February's newsletter.  

A special thank you to Jay Buck 

for his many thoughtful contri-

butions to the newsletter. 

Thank you Carla Michaels for 

sharing your presentation to the 

Wake County Historical Society 

in December with us. We get to 

read about it on page 6 of this 

issue. 

Wishing you a joyful 

New Year! 

Editors Desk 1 

UAFA News & Information 2 

Remember Sallaine Sledge Upchurch 3 

Remember William Forrest Upchurch 4 

Upchurches in the News ðJay Buck 5 

A Serendipitous Meeting!ð-Carla Michaels 6 

Upchurches in the News ðJay Buck  7 

General information about UAFA 8 

Upchurch Clans in AmericaðPhil Upchurch 10 

Ancient Records 12 

Portrait of Issac Upchurch of Ridgeland, SC 13 

Heritage RecipesðCooking in the Colonies 14 

  



FOOTPRINTS 
January 15, 2025 ïPage 2 

UA   FA UA  FA 

Upchurch & Allied Families on 

Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 35 videos featuring founder 

Phil Upchurch telling family stories, 

along with UAFA President, Dr. Tom 

Upchurch. These are available and 

FREE to all. 

https:// www.youtube.com  

After opening YouTube, enter 

ñUpchurch and Allied Familiesò 

into the search box.  This will 

open the UAFA channel and 

display the videos.  
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Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

UPCHURCH & ALLIED  

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFAðHome 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form 

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  

jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org 
  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        

UpchurchRoots@gmail.com 
 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 

Italia19@aol.com 
 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library  

in Cary, NC ï Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

Family Trees In Ancestry.com: 

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch 

Family Trees (Upchurch Clans) ð  

Contact Linda Upchurch Sparks              

lusparks@eplus.net          

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees 

(Families closely associated with    

Upchurches) - for information ð                    

Contact Dr. Steve Terry                       

sdterry@ncsu.edu  

Upchurch & Allied Families 

on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
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mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
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Upchurch and Allied Families are saddened by the passing of Sal-

laine Sledge Upchurch on January 11th. She passed just days after 

reaching the age of 99. Sallaine was married to UAFA Founder, 

Phil Upchurch for 71 years.  She was a source of strength and sta-

bility for Phil during their long marriage, and supported Phil in 

his profession career in agriculture and his passion for genealo-

gy.  Sallaine and Phil were the proud parents of Nelda Schuler 

(Kenneth), Debra Heck (Robert), and Barrett Upchurch (Diane).   

 

Sallaine Sledge Upchurch 

Sallaine Sledge Upchurch and UAFA Founder Phil Upchurch 
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William Forrest Upchurch, bet-

ter known as Forrest, was called 

home by his heavenly father on 

November 6, 2024. Forrest was a 

beloved husband, son, grandson 

and brother. He was born in 

North Myrtle Beach, SC and at-

tended North Myrtle Beach High 

School. He served in the United 

States Marine Corp and had a 

career with Thyssenkrupp as 

senior team lead.  

 

Forrest is survived by his wife, 

Kaitlyn Jordan Upchurch, whom 

he married in February of 2022 

and resided in Ninety-Six, South 

Carolina; his mother, Sherrie 

Upchurch (Jimmy) of Florence, 

SC; motherly aunt, Lorie Gore 

(John); maternal grandmother, 

Melva Price; maternal grandfa-

ther, Bill Gibeau; brothers, Bob-

by Upchurch (Jen), Lattie 

ñReeceò Upchurch IV (Chrissy), 

and Brady Upchurch; sister & 

Irish twin, Katee Spence 

 

William Forrest Upchurch   
(Joshua); nephew, Lattie Up-

church V; nieces, Skyler Up-

church, Elizabeth Spence and 

Averie Spence; and several 

aunts, uncles and cousins.  

 

He is predeceased by his father, 

Lattie Maurice Upchurch III of 

North Myrtle Beach, SC; his pa-

ternal grandparents, Lattie Up-

church, Jr. and Kathryn Up-

church, also of North Myrtle 

Beach, SC; and maternal grand-

father, Joe Price of Florence, SC.  

 

Forrest loved animals, he always 

had a canine companion growing 

up as well as other animal 

friends including an iguana and 

boa constrictor. He and his wife 

Kaitlyn had 6 furry family mem-

bers they both loved and adored. 

He was also one of the funniest 

people you would meet and al-

ways loved to laugh and make 

others laugh. Forrest enjoyed 

skateboarding, surfing, fishing 

and working out in his free time. 

Growing up he was a sponsored 

skateboarder by the local surf 

and skate shop and always found 

peace at the beach. We will miss 

his strawberry blonde hair, 

handsome smile, best hugs and 

infectious laugh. However, we 

find peace knowing he is with 

both his heavenly father and 

earthly father, whom he missed 

every day.  

Forrest descends from Richard 

Upchurch IIIðClan 4 
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Compiled by Jay Buck 

Unchurches in the News  

D 
ue to a case of forgetfulness on the 

part of the author, (an all-too fre-

quently occurring malady) this item 

did not appear in last month's news-

letter.  As penance, there will be two items in the 

January 2025 edition of Footprints.   

Christmas specials galore were featured in a 1904 

advertisement for B.W. Upchurch's Cash Grocery 

store in Raleigh, NC.  The Upchurch grocery 

store was located on E. Hargett Street in Ra-

leigh's downtown district. Bailey William Up-

church (XID 3009), his father George Clinton 

and grandfather, William Clinton, were all gro-

cers in the Raleigh area.  Bailey William Up-

church was a descendant of Nathan Upchurch, 

head of Upchurch family clan number three. 

Sadly, Bailey William Upchurch would die the 

following year at the young age of 31, leaving be-

hind a wife (Marnie L. Rogers Upchurch) and 

four children. He, along with his wife, are buried 

in Oakwood Cemetery in Raleigh. 

Jay Buck 

Upchurch and Allied Families Association 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 



ñI watched your video about Green 
Level cemetery with great inter-
est!  I live not too far from there 
now and have been getting into the 
local history a bit.  I didnôt even re-
alize that my kinfolk lived in that 
area.  Pretty neat! 

éI grew up in NC and spent many, 
many days in the Pearceôs commu-
nity.  My grandparents on my Moth-
erôs side lived all their lives 
there.   So, I am very fond of the 
whole area.   There were lots of Up-
church folks around all my 
life.  Many were cousins, even then.ò 

Phil D. expressed to me that he 
wishes he had been able to take the 
ñdashboardò tour of Franklin Coun-
ty with Phil U. 

For readers who may share a family 
connection, Phil D connects with 

A n invitation for the Friends of the Page 
Walker, Caryôs Histori-

cal Society to speak at the Wake 
County Historical Society in 
December produced an unex-
pected Upchurch and Allied 
Families connection. 

During the presentation about 
the history of the Friends, pre-
senter and Friends board mem-
ber Carla Michaels stressed the 
importance of fostering connec-
tions between like-minded or-
ganizations. She used the ex-
ample of how UAFA partnered 
with the Wake County Genea-
logical Society to digitize and 
place online the 1980s Wake 
County Cemetery Project head-
ed by Irene Kittinger. 

After the presentation, 
WCHS President Phil Dick-
erson chatted with Carla, 
and she found out that not 
only had Phil heard of Up-
church and Allied Families 
but had also had contact 
with UAFA DNA project 
manager Brenda Carbon, 
with Phil Upchurch himself, 
and had an Upchurch con-
nection in his family line-
age. In correspondence with 
Phil Upchurch, Dickerson 
called himself a ñfairly 
young genealogistò and Phil 
Upchurch described himself 
as ñthe Old Geezer part of 
Allied Families!ò The three 
of them, Brenda and the two 
Phils worked out the Dicker-
son connection to the Up-
churches through his Pearce 
family line. 

Phil Dickerson described his 
connection to the Up-
churches and the area this 
way in an email to Phil U: 
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the Upchurches through his 
mother, Sonia Mae Pearce. His 
tree goes back to Nathaniel 
Bunn Pearce and his marriage 
to Susan Upchurch. 

As for Phil Dôs career, he had 
worked his entire career at the 
US EPA as a Computer Engi-
neer after graduating from 
NCSU in 1991.  Lucky Phil D - 
he is retiring in March of this 
year! He had been very active in 
genealogy since 2005 and hopes 
to spend a lot of time on that 
and general historical research 
when his retirement becomes a 
reality. 

Sometimes, connections hap-
pen when you are not expecting 
them. This connection was in-
deed a serendipitous one! 

" Nkªk|is§s®~¯« ?kk®s|qÓ 

WCHS President Phil Dickerson and UAFAs Carla Michaels 

 

By Carla Michaels 
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Compiled by Jay Buck 

Unchurches in the News  

In 1960 in the New Port Richey (FL) Press, C 

Winn Upchurch listed his New Year's Resolu-

tions in an amusing article entitled, "Salute to 

Courage". 

Cleveland Winn Upchurch (1911 - 1995) 

was reporter and columnist who started 

his newspaper career in 1929 at the Atlanta Con-

stitution.  He later worked over twenty years for 

newspapers in the Tampa/St. Petersburg area 

and also served as a public relations director for 

Goodwill Industries and the American Red Cross. 

(Note number 10 on his list of resolutions.) 

C Winn Upchurch's parents were Cleveland Wil-

son Upchurch and Clara Mae Winn. They wed in 

1907.  She was the daughter of Courtland Sim-

mons Winn who was a civic leader in the Atlanta 

area and served as mayor of that city from 1911 - 

1913. Cleveland Winn was the only child born to 

that couple and sadly, C Winn's father died of 

pneumonia in 1915.  His mother never re-

married and would live to the age of 99, passing 

away in 1986.  

Cleveland Wilson turns out to be the son of John 

Emerson Upchurch and by using the American 

Upchurch Index Tree, one is quickly able to find 

out that C Winn Upchurch was a descendant of 

Charles Upchurch, the head of Upchurch Clan 

#2! 

 
Upchurch and Allied Families 

Association 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 



Continued on page  7 

UAFA Genetic Genealogy Project, UAFA 
Genealogy Library and National Office in 
Cary, 
North Carolina. 

The products are described in more 
detail below: 

www.ancestry.com family trees. There are 
nineteen trees based on Upchurch clans 
and a very large Upchurch index tree of 
over 153140 members that is a combina-
tion of information from all the other trees 
The information in the trees is supported 
by 337959 records! The second Ancestry 
account is ñUAFA Allied Familiesò. This 
account has family trees with 91,178 mem-
bers with 569,001 supporting records 
from families who were close to 
Upchurch families in Wake County North 
Carolina in the mid to late 1700s. Several 
important features about the UAFA An-
cestry trees are: 

An ancestry.com account is necessary to 
view the trees. A free account is 
available for a limited time to try out the 
system. Each tree is managed by a UAFA 
tree master. The tree master tries hard to 
assure that information entered into the 
tree is as accurate as possible including 
confirmation from two or three sources if 
possible! Privacy rules block display of 
information on living people in public 
trees so search must be limited to older 
ancestors. Information on thousands of 
living people is being collected and orga-
nized in the database but for privacy rea-
sons cannot be displayed to the general 
public until the death of that person. 
 

The family is divided into 19 clans. To find 
if an ancestor is documented in UAFA and 
if so in what clan, open the American Up-
church Index Tree and use the ñTree 
Searchò tool at the upper right corner of 
the page. Remember to search for rela-
tives who are no longer living. If a 
relative is identified, follow the outline of 
ancestors until you see UAFA CLAN 
HEAD. Click the name and open the pro-
file. There you will see the name of the 
Clan Head and a lot of information. The 
most important thing is to go to the mid-
dle column labeled sources and scan down 
until you see a web link with the name of 
the Clan Head. Click the link which 
will start with https://www.ancestry. This 
will take you to that clanôs tree 
and you can begin your research. 

Enter ñUAFA Alliedò if you are looking for 

Who We Are 

Martha Upchurch Tidd, Belle Lewter 
West, Olive Ada Stevens Morgan, 
Sue Smith Reed, Anna Crouch 
Sheets, Mae Davenport Cox, Dr. 
Robert Phillip (Phil) Upchurch, Dr. 
David Thomas (Tom) Upchurch and 
almost 1000 cooperators have 
worked over sixty years to research 
and document the genealogy and 
associated history of the Upchurches 
and many families who were associ-
ated with them in colonial North 
Carolina. 

Now, thanks to modern information 
technology and genetic genealogy, 
membership fees from many, gener-
ous monetary gifts by a few and the 
labor of dozens of dedicated volun-
teers, an extensive, ever-expanding 
collection of information has been 
gathered, organized, and placed 
online. 

Upchurch and Allied Families 
(UAFA) is a non-profit 501(C3) or-
ganization established in 2013 to 
finance and manage this ambitious 
project. Our policies and operations 
are controlled by a 13-person board 
of directors. Click Here to learn 
about our board members. 

What We Do 

We believe that learning the history 
of our ancestors provides a way to 
connect with the past while building 
a future. It is rewarding and fun to 
work with a group of like-minded 
people who understand that by join-
ing together we can learn, document, 
preserve and share our history far 
more powerfully than we ever could 
working alone. 

Our Work Products 

Our primary objective is to protect 
and share history and genealogy 
information collected by dedicated 
people who have gone before us and 
those who continue to work with us 
today. This effort has produced the 
following work products: 
www.ancestry.com family trees, 
The Upchurch and Allied Families 
YouTube Channel, The UAFA 
Webpage at www.allied 
families.com, Upchurch and Allied 
Families Facebook Page, The UAFA 
Newsletter published monthly, 
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ancestors of families 
who may have been associated with 
Upchurches in North Caroline 
around the time of the American 
revolution. The search should pull up 
ñUAFA Allied Familiesò. Click the 
link ñ14 family treesò. This will take 
you to a list of the trees. Click 
ñexpandò to see all the trees. Select 
the name of the family that you are 
interested in and open the tree. This 
will open to a tree outline. Select 
ñTree Searchò in the upper right of 
the screen. Enter the name of the 
ancestor you are interested in. Re-
member search only for non-living 
relatives! 

The Upchurch and Allied Fami-
lies YouTube Channel.  

The channel showcases over 35 
videos featuring our late founder and 
storyteller, Phil Upchurch, as he talks 
about the lives and travels of Up-
church families.  You can also go di-
rectly to www.YouTube.com and 
search for Upchurch and Allied Fam-
ilies. Be sure to click the ñUò 
icon to enter the Channel and acquire 
access to all 35 videos. 

The UAFA Webpage at 
www.allied families.com. 
Webpage content includes: 

Ŀ The Upchurch Bulletins. Over 4000 
pages of information published by 
Phil Upchurch about Upchurches 
and Allied Families in America. 
Ŀ Registry of American Ancestors. A 
list of over 65000 descendants of 
Michael Upchurch, the first Up-
church American emigrant. Each 
descendant has a unique ID 
number created by Phil Upchurch. 
Ŀ Englandia. 356 pages of information 
about Upchurches in England pub-
lished by Phil Upchurch 
Ŀ Biofiles. Scanned copies of Philôs 
research notes. The original paper 
records filled 24 four drawer filing 
cabinets and contain information on 
over one million individuals. For 
privacy reasons, the biofiles are only 
available to qualitied researchers by 
special permission. 
Ŀ Transcribed Biofiles. Biofiles that 
have been transcribed so they are 
easier to read and search. These rec-
ords have also been carefully vetted 
to be certain that they do not contain 
information on any living people. 

General information about UAFA 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.alliedfamilies.com
http://www.alliedfamilies.com
http://www.YouTube.com


Family Trees (Upchurch Clans) ð       

Contact Linda Upchurch Sparks                   

lusparks@eplus.net          

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees (Families 
closely associated with    Upchurches) - 
for information  Contact Dr. Steve Terry                       

sdterry@ncsu.edu 

Biofiles (UAFA online research docu-
ments) ï Jay Buck, Manager ï 
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org 

Genetic Genealogy Project ï Brenda Car-
bon, Manager ï italia19@aol.com 

Access to Upchurch Office and Library in 
Cary, NC ï Carla Michaels ï 
cjm400@gmail.com 

UAFA Cary Office - Allied Families  
 
To contribute or volunteer to work 
with UAFA  

https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-
uafa.html 

How to Join Us 

UAFA is a volunteer organization, and 
volunteers do most of the work, but we 
must have money for computers, insur-
ance, accountants, office expenses, soft-
ware and on-line access. Contributions are 
usually tax deductible. To learn how you 
can support us financially, go to DO-
NATE TO UAFA - Allied Families  

or you can send a check to: 
 

UAFA 

PO Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006.  

 
Please consider a donation so we can con-
tinue this work. If you would like to volun-
teer with us, contact Jay Buck, Office 
Manager at left. 

Upchurch and Allied Families 
Facebook Group  

Our social networking site. Go to 
Facebook.com and search for Up-
church and Allied Families.  

The UAFA Newsletter.  

A three- or four-page newsletter is 
published monthly 10 months of 
the year with a much larger 20-30 
page ñFootprintò version published 
biannually in Jan and July. Newslet-
ters are shared by email to all UAFA 
contacts and members and on our 
Upchurch and Allied Families Face-
book page. Click here to see the 
newsletter archive. UAFA Newslet-
ters - Allied Families  

UAFA Genetic Genealogy Pro-
ject ï  

A volunteer expert is collecting DNA 
information from as many willing 
participants as possible to use to 
verify ancestry linkage and resolve 
mysteries that have not been or can-
not be resolved using standard gene-
alogy research methods. If you are 
interested in Upchurch or Allied 
Family genetic genealogy contact 
Brenda Carbon at italia19@aol.com 
UAFA Genealogy Library and Na-
tional Office at 1130 Killdaire Farm 
Road Suite 120, Cary, NC 27511-
4595. There is a large meeting room 
and collection of books, maps and 
other material focused on Upchurch 
and Allied Family genealogy and 
history. 

Our Contact Information 

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  

jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org 
  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        

UpchurchRoots@gmail.com 
 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 

Italia19@aol.com 
 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library  

in Cary, NC ï Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

Family Trees In Ancestry.com: 

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch 
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General information about UAFA Continued from page 6 

mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uafa-cary-office.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/donate-to-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/donate-to-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uafa-newsletters.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uafa-newsletters.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uafa-newsletters.html
mailto:italia19@aol.com
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
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Dr. Tom Upchurch Family 

VOLUME 27. NUMBER 1. Page 9. 

January - June 2006  

V. UPCHURCH CLANS IN AMERI-

CA A. BACKGROUND 

The concept of dividing the Up-

church family in America in Clans 

has been very useful as a tool for 

communicating with each other 

about our relatives and ancestors. 

The family is growing ever larger 

and more dispersed which means 

we are forced to think in terms of 

the family having some kinds of 

divisions. Keep in mind that as of 

2038 our Upchurch family will have 

been in America 400 years. That is 

a lot of family history to think 

about.  

Given the above circumstances, it is 

fortunate that the concept of Up-

church Clans was introduced early 

in the Upchurch Bulletin and that it 

has been followed and fleshedout 

since. Certainly hundreds and more 

likely thousands of present-day 

members of the family can tell you 

the Clan to which they belong. Let 

us now reprise the clan concept.  

We arbitrarily decided that all 

members of the fifth generation of 

the Upchurch family in America 

should be the Head of a Clan and 

that their Clan should be known by 

their name - as the NATHEN U. 

CLAN, the GEORGE U. CLAN, and 

so forth. These individuals are all 

Great-great grandchildren of Michael 

Upchurch I, who came to America as 

a 14-year-old boy about 1638. So far 

22 members of the fifth generation 

have been found and named. Thus, 

we have 22 Upchurch Clans in Amer-

ica. Some of these are "one person" 

clans as we are yet to find descend-

ants for them. This is especially true 

for some of the females. They tended 

to get married and to be lost to us as 

their Upchurch name faded from 

view. With the recent event of the 

Internet and E-mail we have hopes of 

bringing these obscure clans to light. 

With diligent research we are almost 

certain to uncover more members of 

the fifth generation and thus increase 

the number of clans beyond twenty-

two. We already have several candi-

dates. One of these is Joseph U., b. 

1775 (NC) for whom thousands of 

descendants have been documented 

and organized into a family outline.  

The heads of Upchurch Clans were 

born around the time of the Revolu-

tionary period which was from 1775 

to 1881. Most of them were actually 

born before this period. In general 

they had one foot in the Colonial Pe-

riod 1607-1881 and one foot in what 

became the United States of America. 

Clearly their ancestors lives were 

played out in the Colonial Period. 

To give some perspective, per-

haps it will be well to review 

some aspects of our Colonial An-

cestors.  

After arrival in America about 

1638, Michael U. I was first 

found in Surry Co., VA where he 

completed his seven-year period 

of indentured service to pay for 

his transportation from England. 

He married and lived out his life 

in Surry Co., VA, dying there in 

1681. He had four children, only 

one of whom, Richard U. I (1658-

1700), is known to have had de-

scendants. The family unfolded 

in the Colonial Period as follows: 

ft generation - Michael U. I 211" 

generation - Richard U. I (son of 

Michael U. I) 3n1 generation - 

Three children of Richard U. I of 

whom two had children. They 

were: John U. I (1698-1758) and 

James U. I (1685-1765) both be-

ing grandchildren of Michael U. 

I. 4th generation - There are four 

of these Great-grandchildren of 

Michael U. I who were known to 

have had descendants. They 

were: James U. III (1724-1784) - 

son of John U. I - James U. HI 

produced 5 members of the 5th 

generation who became Heads of 

Clans 14, 15, 16, 18, 19. William 

U. II (1735- ?) - son of James U. I 

- William U. II produced 2 mem-

bers of the 5th generation who 

became Heads of Clans 11 and 12. 

Richard U. H (1725-1798) - son 

of James U. I - Richard U. II pro-

duced 11 members of the 5th gen-

eration who became Heads of 

Clans 1, 2, 3,4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 20, 21, 

22. Michael U III (1728-1795) - 

Upchurch Clans in AmericaðBackground 
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son of James U. I - Michael U. III 

produced 4 members of the 5Th 

generation who became Heads of 

Clans 5, 9, 10, 17.  

A few more things need to be said 

about our Colonial Upchurch an-

cestors. First, we must caution that 

the birth and death dates given 

above are approximate and based 

on the best information available at 

this time. More research may reveal 

the need for some slight adjust-

ments. From a more substantive 

standpoint let us reflect on the 

movements of our Colonials.  

The period of 1650-1750 in Virginia 

was one in which each generation 

looked over the horizon for a better 

life. Taken from the vantage point 

of Surry County on the James River 

this largely meant looking south-

west. There lay Sussex County and 

beyond Brunswick County. There 

good land could be had cheaply, 

and it was relatively flat, well 

drained, and easily cleared for cul-

tivation. These facts along with the 

always specialized circumstances in 

any given family led to what would 

be three centuries of ever south-

ward and westward movement in 

America. It continues today, albeit 

for some of the same and for some 

different reasons.  

In any case, the early generations of 

the Upchurch family in America 

followed this Surry-Sussex-

Brunswick route. This chapter in 

our family history deserves much 

more attention. For example, where 

did each family live, what land did 

they own, what services did they 

provide for the common good, and 

who were their neighbors? It would 

have been these neighbors with 

whom they intermarried and with 

whom they moved, intermarried or 

not, in a stream ever onward.  

The existence of Brunswick County, 

VA on the North Carolina border 

adjoining the, at that time, large 

Granville County, NC set the stage 

for the family to make the easy leap 

from VA to NC. Some of the 4th 

generation made the leap but some 

of this generation did not. It is our 

belief that all members of the 5th 

generation of the Upchurch family 

in America actually lived in NC at 

some point in their life. The actual 

examples reveal several circum-

stances. Some 5th generation mem-

bers were born in VA but moved at 

an early age to NC where they either 

lived out their lives or moved on to 

other states - south or west. Some 

were born in NC and lived out their 

lives there or moved on to other 

states - south or west.  

Although the papers grow yellow 

with age and the tombstones grow 

ever harder to read, there is an Up-

church treasure-trove waiting for us 

in Virginia starting with Brunswick 

County and proceeding to earlier 

sites of Upchurch domiciles. It is 

not that these sites have been ig-

nored but research has been inade-

quate. We hope for reinforcement 

documentation but also stand ready 

for new information that will be a 

surprise and allow us to render the 

story told here more accurately and 

more fully.  

The use of the concept of Upchurch 
Clans has allowed us to establish 
more rapid and reasoned interac-
tion with new found collaborators. 
Once we can establish that the new 
initiate is from a certain Clan the 
information flows rapidly as the 
exchanges focus on particular Up-
church ancestors, particular loca-

tions and particular circum-
stances. In fact, it is common 
now to focus on a subclan 
within a clan. The children of 
Clan Heads are declared to be 
Heads of Subclans. Thus, one 
could belong to the George U./
Shadrack U. Subclan, Shad-
rack being a son of George. 
Given that the Subclan Heads, 
such as Shadrack, belong to 
the 6th generation of the fami-
ly we are brought that much 
further along in time. This 
makes it easier for a new con-
vert to the study of Upchurch 
heritage to find themselves "in 
the know". Perhaps, it will not 
boggle the minds of the reader 
too much if we admit that we 
are now often making refer-
ence to Upchurch Lines, the 
children of Subclan Heads be-
ing the Heads of Lines. To use 
a personal reference, I belong 
to the Nathan U. I Clan and to 
the Nathan U. I/Gilbert U. 
Subclan and to the Bartley Jef-
ferson U. Line in this Subclan - 
Bartley being the son of Gil-
bert and Gilbert being the son 
of Nathan U. I. Bartley was my 
grandfather who died when I 
was about a year old. Most of 
us can reach back to our 
grandfather and even our 
Great-grandfather through 
personal knowledge or infor-
mation handed down or ac-
quired through research. If 
not, you should.  

Dr. Phil Upchurch, 

founder of Up-

church and Al-

lied Families, and 

editor of the Up-

church Bulletin 

between 1980-2016.  
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meticulously detailing the childôs 
gender and parents' names, and 
even showcasing a clay stamp of 
the child's footprint. Discovered in 
the ancient city of Nippur, now 
found in the heart of southern Iraq, 

this artifact punches above its 
weight, offering an astonishing 
glimpse into the early days of 
documentation. Who knew 
they were keeping such de-
tailed records way back then?  

!~gsk~° Mkg¡¬i­ 
Letôs take a moment to appreciate the 
audacity of the past. Stemming from 
2000-1595 BC, we have a Cuneiform 
clay tablet thatôs nothing short of a 
revolutionary birth certificate from the 
Sumerian era. This isnôt just a dusty 
relic; itôs a bold declaration of identity, 




