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COMMENTARY: Gertrude McGee Up-

church was born in 1881 in Raleigh, 

NC and died there in 1966. She was the 

daughter of William W. Upchurch, 

who in turn was the great-grandson of 

Nathan Upchurch I, head of Upchurch 

clan # 3. Gertrude never married but 

distinguished herself by becoming an 

attorney and being 

the first female in 

North Carolina to rep-

resent the State in a 

legal case. Between 

the lines we read that 

during her lifetime 

women were not giv-

en equal treatment in 

the workplace. We 

value her accomplish-

ments as she adds 

luster to the family of 

her grandfather Al-

fred Upchurch, a 

prominent business-

man and citizen in 

Raleigh in the 1800s. 

He and his brother, 

FROM THE EDITOR 

By Robert Phillip Upchurch, PhD 

Gertrude McGee Upchurch 

Recent big news at UAFA is the 

recognition of the hard work of 

our Associate Tree Master vol-

unteers and the 2022 synchro-

nization with our American Up-

church Index Tree! Linda Up-

church Sparks, Tree Master Co-

ordinator is head of this project, 

which has now been uploaded 

to Ancestry.com.  This was an-

nounced in email to the volun-

teers and also on our Facebook 

Group Upchurch & Allied fami-

lies this month by office manag-

er, Jay Buck. In part he adds, “A 

great way to show your appreci-

ation to our volunteers is to 

make a donation to Upchurch 

and Allied Families.” 

Also on Facebook this month, 

read posts or other news stories 

relating to UPCHURCH.  

 

 

Cindy Hale  
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Continued on page 3 

William Clinton Upchurch I were mov-

ers and shakers in the Raleigh area. 

The large role that the Upchurch family 

played in Raleigh during the 19th cen-

tury remains to be displayed adequate-

ly. More on the life of Gertrude will 

help to get this story told. 

                 —Phil Upchurch, 17 Apr 2018  

https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
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UPCHURCH & ALLIED 

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  

 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 
Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library 
in Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

UAFA Tree Masters: 

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch 
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net  

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry 
sdterry@ncsu.edu  

 

Upchurch & Allied   

Families on Facebook 

UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

 

Dr. David Thomas Upchurch, GA 
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Debra Upchurch Heck, MO 
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Nancy-Blair Upchurch Ariano, GA 
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Staley C. Smith, Apex, NC 

Director 
 

Linda Upchurch Sparks, TN  

Director 
 

Michael R. Upchurch, Raleigh, NC 

Director 
 

Dr. Stephen Terry, NC 

Director 
 

Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC 
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Dr. John Calhoun Upchurch, GA 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

pletely retired [replaced by our 

new tree]. 

If anyone has any questions, 

please let me know. 

Linda Upchurch Sparks 
UAFA Tree Master Coordinator—

Upchurch Trees  

Email: lusparks@eplus.net  

 

to Michael Upchurch I.  As in the 

past, the purpose of the Index is to 

help family members identify which 

Clan they belong to.   

On each Clan Head’s profile page 

there is a weblink to that Clan Head’s 

tree.   

The 2021 Index tree has been made 

private and will no longer appear in 

searches.  Very soon it will be com-

T he 2022 American Up-

church Index by UAFA tree 

is finally complete and has been 

uploaded to Ancestry.com.  Here’s 

a sneak peek https://

www.ancestry.com/family-tree/

tree/180410513/family?

cfpid=292356267538.   

This new tree has 119,603 Up-

church family members, with 

most able to trace their roots back 

Message from UAFA Tree Master Coordinator—Upchurch Trees 

Board Member Resumes                 

Click Here 

https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/180410513/family?cfpid=292356267538
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/180410513/family?cfpid=292356267538
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/180410513/family?cfpid=292356267538
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/180410513/family?cfpid=292356267538
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/2019.10%20UAFA%20Board%20Members%20Single%20Page%20Resumes.docx?dl=0


UAFA NEWSLETTER  February 14,  2022 –Page 3  

 

Continued from Page 1 

I t is with great pleasure that we present this trib-
ute to Cousin Gertrude. She never married but 
worked diligently in her lifetime to exercise her 

natural abilities. She was among the forefront of 
those whose who helped to put cracks in the glass 
ceiling which for so long was a major barrier to the 
advancement of women.  
 
Alfred U. heads a line in the Nathan U., I/Burtis U. 
Subclan. His line is thinly documented. We were, 
therefore, doubly pleased to learn recently, unex-
pectedly, a surprising story about Gertrude McGee 
U., a granddaughter of Alfred.  
 
Gertrude had previously entered our consciousness 
twice. Once was due to the fact that my wife,  Sal-
laine, and Gertrude in the 1940s took their meals at 
the same place in Raleigh, NC and thus had a casual 
acquaintance.  
 
The other input was from Shirley (U.) (Ax) 
Koonman, whose son Roy Ax was a colleague of your 
editor [Dr. Phil Upchurch] in Arizona. Shirley was a 
niece of Gertrude. Still, nothing had prepared us for 
the latest input which happened as will now be told. 
  
In establishing the Upchurch Collection at N. C. 
State University, we have used the services of an 
appraiser, Mr. Lynn Roundtree, who is located in 
Chapel Hill, NC.  As an aside he provided the fol-
lowing in an e-mail dated 27 Mar 2007: 
  
By the way, are you related to Gertrude McGee 
Upchurch of Wake County?  Several years ago, I 
co-authored a book on the first one hundred wom-
en attorneys in NC, and the self-same Gertrude 
was one of these first one hundred. (I'm attaching 
a copy of the brief bio sketch of her for your files, 
in case you don't already have it.)  
 
Gertrude McGee Upchurch was licensed to prac-
tice law in Raleigh in 1932. Miss Upchurch worked 
as a stenographer for state government in Raleigh 
during the 1920s; first for the State Auto License 
Department, and subsequently for the Depart-
ment of Revenue and the Attorney General's of-
fice.  
 
After receiving her law license - yet while still em-
ployed as a "secretary" - North Carolina Attorney 
General Dennis G. Brummitt asked Miss Upchurch 
to write several briefs for cases before the North 
Carolina Supreme Court. She did so, writing five 
signed briefs in the course of a year, beginning in 
May 1932. Thus, Gertrude M. Uphurch  
 

became the first female attorney to act in an offi-
cial legal capacity on behalf of the State of North 
Carolina.  
 
Nonetheless, the Attorney General's office continued to em-
ploy her as a "stenographer reporter" in the mid-1930s, 
and after 1933, Miss Upchurch's name does not appear on 
any briefs or court filings. By 1938, Miss Upchurch had 
moved on to a job with the Works Progress Administra-
tion's State and Municipal Government Records Survey. In 
the 1940s she worked as a clerk-stenographer for the State 
Public Welfare Board.  
 
Miss Gertrude Upchurch died at Wake Memorial Hospital 
in Raleigh on March 10, 1966, at the age of eighty-four. 
She is buried in Raleigh's Oakwood Cemetery, Wake Co., 
North Carolina.  
 
For more information CLICK HERE.  

Gertrude McGee Upchurch 

https://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/gertrude_mcgee_upchurch.pdf

